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fltcface. 



Non abs re mihi vifum eft fore, fl quaspiam afferrem, ut 
facilius ad memoriam revocarentur fanctiflima priorum inftituta, 
quibus obfervatis, noftra Christiana respublica et aucta eft Temper 
et confervata. job. fiukc. pici, mirandvlx douini, De Reformandia 
Moribui Oratio. FASCICULUS RERUM, p. 417. 

HE object of the following pages is fitfficiently 
explained by the title ^prefixed to them. The 
circumjlances, to which their commencement, pro- 
grefs, and completion are owing — though of little 
importance — may be thus briefly Jiated. 

Having been requejied by my venerable diocefan,joon after- his 
acceffion to the fee of Sarum (A.D. mdcccxxv.), to accept tke appoint- 
ment of ratal Uran — then recently revived in the diocefe — / was 
naturally de/irous of obtaining what information I could on the 
hijlory and vonflUution of the office. 
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vi preface. 

Though latterward fallen into difufe and decay in mqft diocefes of 
Great Britain and Ireland, it was evident that the rural toeansfjfp had 
once formed an effential and influential part of the machinery of our 
tountrg tlmtihy olfce : while, in the exifling condition of the injiitution, 
veftiges of its elder and better economy appeared, sufficient to excite 
attention and interefi, and to challenge inquiry into its by-gone days. 
But how and where curiojtty was to be gratified by further imefti- 
gation, was a quejiion more eafily flarted than replied to. 

Ordinary books of reference, gloj/aries, and digefts of church-law, 
rather awakened curiosity than fatisfted it ; and exifling functional 
rfetifo far from having any knowledge of the paft Hftory of their 
charge, were (too like the writer) infufficiently acquainted even with 
its prefent capacities. — Where, then, was a bean rural, in his novi- 
ciate, to look for further injlruction? Theoretically and practically 
ignorant cf rari-becanal polity, how was fie to fupply the manifold 
defects of Tkomajm, Fan Efpen, Gibfon, Burn, and other canon\fls, 
and, for his own amufement and edification, to re-conjlruct the office 
in the fulnefs of its original type ? 

There was, apparently, but one courfe open — to fet to work on 
H$ own account — to go to the fountain-heads of intelligence — 

Integroa accedere fontes, 

Atque haurire 

— to explore the archives of ecclefiafikal antiquity, and fupply the 
defiderata of epitomijls by more extenfive perfonal refearches. 

Let itfuffice, that this courfe was determined on, and forthwith 
commenced; though without any the moft dijiant thought, at the time, 



dbyGoogle 



preface. vii 

of laying the refult before the public. With a view to my own 
inftruction alone, and with no ulterior object, I began, in the 
intervals of more important Jiudies and avocations, a diligent exami- 
nation of the tomes of the Councils, foreign and dome/He, and an 
extenfive perufal of works devoted to the hiftory, antiquities, and 
dijdpline of the Church ; carefully noting down whatever, in the courfe 
of my reading, appeared to throw any light on the particular object 
of my investigation — the economy of the office of titan ratal 1 . 

The accidental difcotery, about this time, within the precincts of my 
own tnaiug, of an autograph Jkeet on the fame fubject by a former 
otaa, tended not a little to quicken my antiquarian ardour. This 



(') The General Collection of Council* referred to in the courfe of this work, under 
the ufnal abbreviation of SS. CC, is that edited by Colet with Manli's Supplement. 
Wilkins'fl Concilia Magna Britannia et JHtbernia fo entirely fuperfede Spelman's, 
that the former, under the title of CC. M. B. et H., ore alone quoted. The Concilia 
G trm ani a, by Schannat, Hartzheim, Scholl, and Neiflen, I regret, did not find their 
way to ray library till the greater part of the Iheets had been worked off! Some few 
novel items of rurf-otcanal duty, fcattered through that valuable collection, are con- 
feqoenuy loll to the body of the work. It was impoflible to incorporate them in the 
then printed pages ; and to have added them as foot-notes at the vacant ends of 
chapters would have been attended with more trouble and eipenfe than the infor- 
mation they conveyed feemed to jollify. It is fomc fatisfaction, however, that the 
Provincial and Dioctfan CoIUcSoju of many German and Belgian churches (before 
in my pofiefEon) had anticipated the moll important branches of tucanal fervice 
found in the General Collection. 

Stilt, that nothing might be wanting in illultration of continental ufagea, which it 
was in my power to fupply, I have bean induced to add to the Spptnbti of docu- 
ments, in the bulk, all fuch canons, articles, and inftructioua, from the collection 
alluded to, as cirenmftances. over which I had no controul, prevented my incorpo- 
rating in the daflified functions of earlier pages. 
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viii preface. 

was an Addrefs to the Clergy of the Sttanatt of Chalice, by John 
Priaulx, D.D. on the occafion of his appointment to the charge of- 
beaitrnttal by Bifhop Seth Ward, A.D. mdclxvii., and profefed to 
give a brief account of the nature, ufe and end of the office : — 
under which title, it was committed to the prefs, with a few explanatory 
notes, and afhort memoir of the author, in the year mdcccxxxii.* 

At this point, perhaps— after having fulfilled the fubordtnate duty 
of an editor—it had been wife in me to have arrefled my pen, and 
taken leave of the public ; fenfible as I had gradually become, in the 
progrefs of my labours, that undertakings, of the nature of the 
prefent, cannot be brought to a fatisfactory completion, tn the retire- 
ment of a country parfonage, by a private individual, enjoying neither 
opportunities of intercoutfe with others, more conoerfant than him/elf, 
with the objects of his refearch ; nor with boots, more pregnant with 
information, than thofe on his ownfhehes ; — riot able, from his paro- 
chial engagements, to viftt muniment-rooms and regijler-offices, and 
too utterly unknown to the public rightfully to folicit, or reafonably 
to expect, attention to inquiries by letter: — "Cogito, quam fit 
magnum dare aliquid in manus hominum : nee perfuadere mini 
poflum, non et cum multis et fsepe tractandum, quod placere et 
Temper et omnibus cupias." 

Could J have forefeen, atfirft, the difficulties and difadvantages 



(') Dr. Priaulx's little Tract is reprinted in the ftppmfctx — Salisbury Document). 
The tract and notes being frequently referred to in the courfe of the following work, 
the editor thought it better to annex them. The notes of this ficond edition contain 
much new matter, the refult of farther refearch upon the fubjects treated of in the 
learned Doctor's lest. 
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preface. \x 

Jjhould have to contend with in preparing tkefe jkeets for the 
prefs, and "which I have been able only imperfectly to overcome by 
increafed labour and expence^ however defirous of adding to my 
own knowledge of tttcanal polity, I certainly Jhould never have 
thought of imparting it to others ; — had I earlier felt them, I had 
never pledged myfehf that Dr. Priautr's little Breviary jhould be 
followed, after a time, by a more copious and formal treatife of my 
own. But I had been guilty of this imprudence at an early period 
of my labours. J hadfeen the annexed fheets gradually increqfing 
in number and matter, far beyond what was required to gratify 
perfonal curiqfity, or to capacitate a flean rmal for the fatisfactory 
fulfilment of the abridged duties of his calling (the original incen- 
tives to the undertaking) ; — and, in an evil hour, I ventured to 
think, far too haflily, that what had given me amufement in the 
compilation might poffibly impart the fame to other beans ratal in 
the perufal—at a time, more efpecially, when the office was being 
refiored in many of the diocefes of Great Britain and Ireland. 

It was then that I thought, fome day or other, of throwing thefe 
notes and extracts — " disjecta membra" — into a readable fhape, 
and pledged myfelf to their publication. 

The appearance of the prefent volumes jhews the effort made to 
redeem that pledge, —with what fuccefs, others mufl decide, — the 
author himfebf alone vouching for the arduoufnefs of the tajk. 
Driven to depend almojt exclujively on my private refources (for, 
with the exception of three or four valuable communications, I have 
received no extraneous aid), I felt it incumbent on me to perfevere 
with patient refolution, and to fpare neither trouble nor expence in 
b 
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x Vrtfsu. 

amaffing information, and rendering the publication, to which J had 
committed myfelf, as perfect as circumfiances would allow. 

Accordingly, I procured, " vel prece vel pretio 1 ," every printed 
volume likely to afford the leaft inftrucHon on the topics of my 
inquiry: — I examined, culled, digejled, and arranged, to the bejl 
of my humble ability, all the notices illujlrative of the ancient and 
modern economy of the Sttanal office of tfte tounttj) : — heterogeneous 
and widely fcattered as I found them, in works, for the mojl part, of 
unwieldy bulk and expenjivt rarity, I reduced them into s fame fort 

(') The only important works bearing on the fubject, which I have not been 
able, either in England or on the Continent, to purchafe, borrow, or even obtain a 
Tight of, are Zeltner'a Tractattu de $«io6*Utift Vetera Eeclefite Rtjtituendis, and 
Schmidt's Dijfertatio de Synodit Archidiacmorum et flrthfprcj&gttrarum in Ger- 
maaid. The former might probably have thrown fome further light on the origin of 
osanj rural in the Chriflian church, the latter on their taptiular duties. Morifan's 
Dialriba de ^rotojiapls — a work of rarity in this country — long eluded my refearch ; 
but it at laft turned up at a fule of Biblical curiolities at Ghent Zeltner and 
Schmidt remain, at the prefent hour, among the Opufcuta Defiderata of my library ; 
and I mall feel greatly obliged to any of my readers, who can put me in the way of 
procuring them. 

(') The arrangement of the work needs all the qualification here given to it. It 
is confefledly perplexed and unfatisfactory. But, in deprecation of cenfure, I would 
plead the neceffity of compiling it, as it were, piece-meal, and the difficulty of calling 
into a readable Ihape confuted and multifarious fcraps, fo collected. Faults of com 
polition and claudication, now manifeft in print, were not fo perceptible in manu- 
fcript, or they would have been corrected. Even, at the prefent time, an effort 
would be made by tranfpofition and condenfation, to amend manifold blemifhes (for 
much of the text might be abridged, and much again might defcend into the foot- 
notes), but that I am afraid, if I were to begin to cancel, I flioold fcarce know 
where to flop ; and perhaps, in (he end, mould change the effential character of the 
work — which is intended rather as an explanatory index to the writings of others 
(more particularly to Conctiiar Collection*) than as an original work on nirf-Btcanal 
■•lit). 
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of order and arrangement. Not a few extracts alfb from unpub- 
lifked itlss. I incorporated in the text, and entire documents in the 

Some of the extracts from books will be found, I am afraid, not 
ftrictly in keeping with the title, I have digrejed a little (more 
perhaps than was neceffary), in order to elucidate the rural economy 
of the elder Greek church (the mother-church of Chri/iendom) — the 
eaftern tiortpfecopatc (the prototype, as is faid, of our wejlern artfcf- 
pireftBttratt) — and the incardmation of presbyters on country cures. 
And, wUle alluding to fuch " irrelevant excurftom" yet farther, I 
fear, muji I implore the reader's patience during the many pages 
devoted to the rural polity of the Briti/h and Anglo-Saxon churches, 
the injlitution of ecclefiajlical parijhes, and location ofpriefis therein. 
Laftly,for a long foot-note or two annexed to this department — on 
thejirft introduction of Chrijiianity into our ijland — on the evidence 
of its uninterrupted continuance among us, and of that of its primi~ 
live apqfioUcai minijiry, and the independence of the latter of the 
church and bijhop of Rome — J have nojuflification to allege, but the 
deep intereft of the fubjects to every Proteftant EngUJhman. 

On the facts and references adduced, fuch as they are, the reader 
may rely with implicit confidence. At leafi, I amfure, I have not 
intentionally misled him on any one Jingle point .- — owe Ikw e£ «^ap- 
r&va, in Plato's words, 4A\' apadiq rjj i)j$- If I err> it isfromjheer - 
ignorance, not from wilful mifrcprefentation. Every fact has its 
voucher in juxta-pofition ; unlefs, perchance, from mere inad- 
vertency, a marginal reference has been omitted. And, to atone for 
fuch omiffion (if fuch there be), it will be found, on other occafions, 
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xii $tefatf. 

that two or more authorities have been cited in proof of one and the 
fame fact ; that the more curious reader might have greater oppor- 
tunities of purfuing thejubject, at his leifure, and authenticating the 
veracity of the author. 

To guard againji mi/conception, as much as pofjible, I have 
thought ft, like the Annalijl of tke Reformation, " to Jet down things 
in the very words of the records and originals, and of the authors 
themfelves, rather than in my own, without framing and drej/ing them 
into more modern language : whereby the fenfe is fure to remain 
entire, as the writers meant it. Whereas by affecting too cwrioufly 
to change and model words and fentences, the fenfe itfelf is often 
obferved to be marred and difgutfed." I have generally allowed the 
councils of the different churches to Jpeak in their own canonical 
language — Greek, Lathi, French — and the cited glojfariographers 
and legijls have the fame privilege of communication. It had been 
an implied infult to a modern ttean rural to have fuppofed him inca- 
pable of holding converfe with ccclefiaftics of dijlant times and climes 
in other language than his vernacular. For the fame reafbn, the 
documents of the ftppmbix are left in their original tongue, fave thofe 
of the church ofRuffia alone, which it was thouglU better to tranflate 
for the Englifh reader. 

IJhould have been glad to have rendered the hijiorical notices of 
the injlitution of titans ratal, prefixed to each diocefe of England, in 
Part ii. of the appenftfx, more perfect than, for the mqft part, they 
are; and, with that view, I circulated, a few years fince, the queries 1 

(') 11m date of the Jlrjl iuAitutton of rani twang in the different diocefea of 
Great Britain and Ireland ? 
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$tefact. . xiii 

of the fubjoined foot-note, foliciting information upon the points there 
fpecified. But, I regret to fay, with very partial fuccefs. Very few 
replies were elicited ; andfearce more than one to the extent required 
for perfecting the nm-tstcanal hijlory of any Jingle dweefe. I merely 
mention this, in order to account for defects in a department of the 
work which no indujiry of mine could fupply. But I am rather 
inclined to attribute my difappointment to the unimportance of the 
querijl (irhlp oA/-ywv to itAnw t% £««?Uj(n'«c ftspof, niiS" t'f dvofuxros yftat; 

iirao-iv) than to a want of interejl in tkejubject inquired about. 

Imperfect, however, as theft volumes are, and no one can be more 
alive to their defects than the compiler himfelf, they will be found to 
'contain a greater body of information on the fubject of which they 
profefs to treat, than any work already before the public. Indeed, 
they profefs to bring under one point of view 1 all that has been 

By whom, (In/hop, archdeacon, or clergy, feparately or conjointly) of old, and at 
prefent, elected and appointed in the fame ? — whether by oral declaration, or by 
formal commission in fcriplii f — if the latter, the form of fiich inftrnmentB ? — the 
duties entrnfted to arm* rural in modern days, and the duration of their tenancy of 
office ? — any peculiar uiages ? 

(') Nothing appertaining to the office of Stan rural in any hiftorical, canonical, 
or conciliar collection, within the compiler's knowledge, is omitted in the following 
pages. Under one or other of the many fections of the work, or its 31 pprnote, every 
item of dnty will be found, that has ever been exercifed by a Stan rural. Some 
Quotations, perhaps, may be incorrectly placed, and others may be deemed fcarce 
worthy of the notice taken of them, fo long after the period at which they have 
sealed to intereft as, in confequenee of the abolition of the duties theinfelves by 
the Reformation. But, while I alk pardon for the former in the reafons already 
given in an earlier note, the latter muft Hand excufed in the ftrict and peremptory 
rule under which I placed myfelf, of excluding nothing in the leaft degree bearing on 
the fnbject. 
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written on the ratal arcfefpttsbgteral office, and thereby to fane others, 
who may be ignorant of its hijiory, and curious to inve/iigate it, the 
labor improbus of fearching for themfelves amongst the original 
authorities out of which they are compiled. So that, if ever our eccle- 
Jtq/lical rulers Jhould think it advifable to revife this department of 
church-difcipline — to bejiow on their rural btlegattg more of a legal 
exiftence than they at prefent enjoy — to eJlabUJh titan* total on a 
more uniform footing, than at this time obtains, throughout the 
diocefes of Great Britain and Ireland — and to give them inereafed 
efficiency by the legitimate rejloration of any portion of their anti- 
quated functions ; (and there never was a Hme,feemingly, when it 
was more defirable to give l the utmojl efficiency to thofe eccltfiajiical 
authorities which the wifdom of our forefathers in the Chrifiian church 
hath interpofed between the bijhop and the Encumbent) — jf any fuch 
general meafure Jhould be attempted by thofe to whom alone it belongs 



(') An additional reafon for the eftabufhment of Drams rural upon Come general 
and efficient fyflem at the prefent moment, will be found in the projected abolition 
of peculiar jurisdictions — an event mod fervently to be defired ; but which, if 
discipline is to be effectually fuftained in thofe hitherto neglected places, will necef- 
forily require an increafe of parochial yifitors, Subsidiary to the diocefan and arch- 
deacon. 

The Report of the Ecclefiqftical Commfflon (AD. mdoccxxxv.), under the head 
of Territory, fnggefta, "that it will be highly expedient to place every parifli within 
a brants, and every Sumrs within an archdeaconry." And further, " that all parilhea, 
not Specified in the Report, which are locally Situate in one diocefe, bnt under the 
jurisdiction of the biihop of another diocefe, lhall become Subject to the jurisdiction 
of the biihop of the diocefe within which they are locally Situate." Such places have 
been hitherto exempt from ntrf-br canal viiitation, and generally in a wretched condi- 
tion as to discipline. See ft. 9. ft. Vol. i. pp. 200—320. 
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— the hierarchy of the kingdom — they may here fee the ufages of the 
church in refpect of the inftitution, both at home and abroad, cited and 
expounded, from the earlicfi to the lattft period of its kijlory. 

In conclusion, the reader is refpcctfully folicited to bear in mind 
what the work profeffes to be — An attempt (only an attempt) to 
illuftrate, by a feries of notes and extracts, the name and title, the 
origin, appointment, and functions, perfonal and capitular, of rural 
tttam l . Such is the aim and object of the work : and it follows, of 
courfe, that it muft be built up of a lengthened catalogue of autho- 
rities, derived for the moji part from monuments of church4egisla- 
tion ; — the author, or rather compiler, being a mere reporter of the 
dicta of others — a textuary, if you will, of canonifts and councils. 
Be it fo! I would not wijh to arrogate to my riAPEProif an origi- 
nality to which I well know it has no claim. 



To the following mojl Rev. and Right Eev. Prelates, and others, 
I beg leave to tender my rejpcctful and grateful acknowledgments, 
for information and documents communicated in furtherance of thefe 
labours. 

(') The duties of the office are circumfcrihed by the extracts and authorities quoted. 
I have, in no cafe, gone beyond the limitation they impofed on me. However 
dcfirable it might have been, for the fake of filling up what was wanting in an 
imperfect portraiture, to have taken a little more licence of defcription, I have 
preferred making the bell fliow I could with the materials in hand, to any the leajl 
departure from authenticated facts, into the region of fiction;— with the aid of which, 
perhaps, I might have (ketched a more perfect, and therefore more attractive picture, 
bat its likenefs to the original might have been, in the fume degree, doubtful. 
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To the Arckbijhop of Canterbury— for a copy of the Commiflion 
of rural bean, lately ufed in that diocefe, on the occajum of the office 
being revived ; — and for an unfolicited licence to confult any works 
bearing on the Jubject oftttann rural in 1 the Lambeth Library ; — 
which, /regret, I have not been able to avail myfelfof, in confequencc 
of my dijlance from the metropolis, and the more important calls of 
parochial doty. 

To the Bifhop of London— for an mlerejling communication on the 
modem ufages of the diocefe of Chejler — and for a reference to 
Mr. Ward (the deputy regijlrar of that fee), as capable of fupplying 
the more ancient cujloms : — whereby the gtypmbii of iBocnmtnts has 
been augmented with many curious, original injlrumentt of brtanal 
injlitution, patents, fyc, not before made public ; — the fame having 
been mqft courtcoufly fupplicd by Mr. Ward, immediately on ap- 
plication. 

To the fame learned Prelate— for fuch information as the reg'iflry 
of the diocefe of London affords reflecting the fuppofed primary 
injlitution, and fubfequent revival of the order of rural Starts in that 
fee ; and for copies of the Commiflion and Instructions lately made 
ufe of by his LordjUp. 

To the Bifhop of Salisbury, my refpected diocefan—for the loan of 
two accurate tranfcripts of documents connected with the fee of Sarum 



(') By the kind afliftance of the Rev. W. Vans, prebendary of WincheAer, and 
late chaplain to the Archbishop of Canterbury, I have been enabled to procure, from 
the Lambeth Library, a copy of the Patent of Dr. Briggs, as Bean of Sonthmalling 
in the county of Souex, The Infirument will be found under the faction of the 
flnpniftix devoted to the diocefe of Chichester. 
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{beautifully copied from the original JWss. by Mr. W. T. Alchin of 
Southampton, under the eye, and at the cqft of Bijhop Burgefs) — the 
Fetus Xcgbtram Sbantti ©smuitftf, and the Notitfre Sbttftf Spfsropi 
§boram ;— ; from both of which, much injlruclion has been received, 
and much valuable unpublijhed matter, appertaining to the diocefe of 
Sarum, has been added to the 3BocumEntatp gjpptnfcfx. 

To the Bijhop of Lincoln—for the modern ufages of the diocefe of 
Lincoln — in one of the archdeaconries of which, the office has been 
lately revived, after a longfujpenfion. 

To the Bijhop of Peterborough— for the exiftingjlate of the infii- 
tution in the diocefe of Peterborough. 

To the Bijhop of Worcefter—for documents connected with the 
rejioration of the office in that diocefe. 

To the Bijhop of Llandaff—for a lift of the ratal totalities of the 
diocefe of Llandajf, their mbdivijiom, and the number, refpectitely, 
of their contained parifhes. 

To the Bijhop of Bangor— for the Commiflion employed by the 
late Bijhop Mqjendie, and by himfelf, in the fee of Bangor. 

To the Dean of Norwich— for impreffions offeveral rare tntMrttanal 
feals, and a brief hijlory of the ancient office to which they appertained 
in the diocefe of Norwich — communicated by tlte kindnefs of Dr. 
Sutton. 

To the Archdeacon of Winchejler—for the modern Commiffion of 
the Sean ratal of the diocefe of Winchejler. 
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xviii $rtfatt. 

To the Archdeacon of BarnJiabU—for the ufages of the bijhopric 
of Exeter — more particularly of the archdeaconries of Barnjlaple, 
Exeter, and Totnefs. 

To the Rev. J. Wallis of Bodmin— for thqfe of the archdeaconry 
of Cornwall. 

To the Rev. Dr. Bandinel, Bodleian Librarian— for an engraving 
ofthefeal of the ratal Bean ofOfpringe, in Kent. 

To the Rev. H. H. Norris, Rector of South Hackney, for docu- 
ments connected with the diocefe of Gloucejler, and for the loan of 
feveral rare works on ecclefiaflical polity. 

To the Rev. C. Fleet, Rector of Durweflon, in the county of Dorfet 
—for the Inftrument ufed by Bifhop Kaye on the occafion of his 
reviving b*an» ratal in the diocefe of Brijlol. 

To the Rev. J. H. Wyndham, Rector of Carton, in the county of 
Somerfet—for the Formula of Injlitution employed by Bifhop Law 
in the diocefe of Bath and Wells. 

To the Rev. C. Burlton, Fellow of New College, Oxford— for tlte 
Commiffion of the, Oeans raral of the diocefe of Oxford, under Bifhop 
Bagot. 

To C. P. Cooper, Efq., Secretary to the Record Commiffion— -for 
a copy of the Valor EcclefiaiUcus Henrici VIII., to which frequent 
references are made in the courje of the work ; and from which fome 
documents have been incorporated in the gippttrtifx. 

To Jofhua Watfbn, Efq.,of Park Street, Weftnvmfier—for the Firft 
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preface, xix 

Report from his Majefty's Comraiflloners appointed to consider the 
ftate of the Eftablifhed Church with reference to Ecclefiaftical 
Duties and Revenues — which document has enabled me to annex to 
each diocefe of the appnfoi'x (Part 11. Englijh Documents) the 
fuggejled territorial reforms laid before Parliament. 

Lq/lly, my f pedal thanks are due to the Rev. R. Blacltmore, of 
Donhead Saint Mary, Wilts, Briiijh Chaplain at Cronfiadt—for 
Archbijhop Platan's Inftructions to the ttlagocftettnof of the diocefe 
of Mofcow and Kaluga, and for the Imperial Uftaff rejpecting the 
|fcob8ts of the Lutheran Church of Ruffia. 



postscript. 

It is now more than three years Jmce I Jiated, in a Pojlfcript to 
Dr. Priaulx's little Tract on Ctans rural, that my object infoliciting 
information from thofc capable of fvpplying it, was not a mercenary 
one — that I had no gainful end in view, in the projected publication of 
my |^ors Setanfts jfiuralts— that my fole defign — in a literary point 
of view, a very humble one — was to collect into a compendious form, 
out of bulky and expenfive tomes, which few had inclination, and yet 
fewer opportunity to explore, the widely -Jcattered notices of the ancient 
and modern duties of beans ratal — to compare, to clajfify, to explain 
them ; — and, while drawing forth from black4ettered obfeurity the 
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xx tyrtfau. 

obfolete and antiquated ufages of early church-polity, to point atten- 
tion to fuch as appeared capable of being revived, to the furtherance 
of ecclefiajlical discipline, and the general mterejls of the Ckri/tian 
community. 

Suck, at that time, teas my object ; and, injlrkt conformity with 
it, the following fheets have been prepared for the prefs. But there 
is one qualification, which I would wijh here to fubjoin, as refpects 
any contingent pecuniary advantage from their publication — and for 
that purpqfe I have requoted the above words. I did not, at the time 
of writing them, expect any poffible gain to my purfefrom the labours 
then m progrefs—far otherwife — and therefore I did not, by antici- 
pation, difpofe of that which was never likely to be realized. But, it 
has fince been hinted to me, that fame trifling profit may poflibly 
accrue : and iffo, I would wish at once to divert it from myfelf to a 
purpofe more congenial to thefpirit with which the work was under- 
taken and completed — wkkh certainly had nothing to do with gain. 
I fhould never have thought of foliating information from others, 
with the mofl dijlant chance of enriching myfelf. 

While, then, I declare, in all fincerity and truth, that, if any 
meafure of fuccefs fhould blefs thefe my labours in illuflration qfxtai- 
beianal government, I humbly offer up the praife of it to Him, who 
hath given me the habit of patient Jludy which hath led to their 
advancement and completion ; / would add, that if any meafure of 
pecuniary profit fhould refultfrom the work, it is my wijh and inten- 
tion to devote it to His glory, by augmenting with it the fcanty 
endowment of a National $st%oa\, juft on the eve of being eftablifhed 
in my parifh,for the religious education of the children of the poor — 
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$refacr. xxi 

to " breed them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord" — 
an appropriation of a contingent fttrplus fcarce likely to be realized 
— but, if realized, not at variance, I hope, with the animus of my 
former declaration. 

Donhead Saint Andrew Rectory, 
August 20, 1835. 
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ORDER AND ARRANGEMENT OF THE CONTENTS. 



TAZI2 ZTKEXBI IIAWTA.— Buiin» ad Can. x 



VOL. I. 

Part I. — Name » Sftle. 

Sect. I. — Summary View of the fCltUs applied to the Stan Rural: 
the relative Antiquity of the host appropriate CitUs- 

Han; titles applied by glossariographere to btauit ratal are impertinent — others o f 
local and partial application. Two alone appropriate ; viz. artbiptr*6jrtrr and 
0«anu4. SSUtfjiymboKt — the more ancient title — of Latin origination, though 
of Greek extraction. nPOTonPEZBYTEPOZ, ITPOTOIEPEYT, npOTOlIAIIAX, 
synonymous Eastern appellatives. SrcfiipMS&nttt the most appropriate title. 
APXWPEZBYTEPOZ and npOTOnPETBTTEPOZ applied to the same individual. 
The relative antiquity of the terms in the Greek and Latin churches. Both of 
them are many centuries older than DrcanuB. Antiquity of nrtanuji in church- 
polity — of elder use in lay and monastic polity p. 1 — 6 

Sect. IX— *ttbu»t«(&Dtn— different kinds of fctfhprMbDtnfl. 

ftftfrfywAptR — origin of the term. Two kinds of arrhptltUtt in the Western or 
Latin church — tatbtoral or urban — bitaa or rural. Sorbail defined. Mural 
denned. $totoprfr#t« or prortpopW correspondent to them in the Eastern or 
Greek church. Kennett's distinction of bfaun — Gibson's — Duareuus's— sup- 
ported by Silvester, Augustin Barbosa, Ferro Manrrique, Galganetti, and others. 
References to authorities for the duties of catheoral Ctantf or artbprie*tt in early 
times. tTuan or ratal arrhprtcttts — first mentioned by the council of Tours, 
A.D. DLxvii., and by Gregory, bishop of Tours 7 — 14 
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Sect. HI.— 9«mnm— the identity of Bran* ttural & «twj&p«itbjitet* mural. 

BltBRUt— origin of the term. Bran rural definition of, by Lyndwood. Identity 
of office of b*an rural and atcbprtflbjittr rural, proved by many authorities. 
Johnson's assertion, that these officers differed, is insupportable — more proofs of 
their sameness. The date of the change of title, about A.D. race. — and the 
reason of it, a desire, on the part of the church, to copy the state-polity of the 
time. Reasonableness of the alteration in respect of ecclesiastical jurisdiction — 
lay otcnnattjl better defined than spiritual arrfitpKjtfcntrratc*. Analogy of 
secular and ecclesiastic office in the ninth century pointed out by Walafrid 
Strabo 15—21 



Part II.— Silt Origin of tjjr ©flee. 

Sect. I.— The origin of Beans ftural in oenebal.— <£hortpffltopi. 

The institution of rural Otans, as to time and place, uncertain. Morinus's theory 
of their origin reasonable. Necessity of early coadjutors to urban bishops. 
Swfiprfefita or brans, not the first episcopal helpmates. <£bor*ntfttopt ordained 
long before — contemporaneous with xpivfivrspoi hix&pioi. Their distribution 
and incardination. Rapoixiaj — how distinguished — the threefold division of 
paroscda;, of difficult appropriation (save in the case of the urban bishop) to the 
different offices of the priesthood. Incumbency of the presbyter — of the cbor- 
tpidtopujt. Greek scholiasts and Latin versionists of the councils throw little 
light upon the subject. Statements of learned men, and probable resolution of 
the question as to the residence of billan bishop* — references. Selden's economy 
of the Greek church. Reference to Archbishop Wake. Minute particulars 
upon this head unimportant to the present inquiry. Delegation of power to 
trust-worthy superintendents sanctioned by the primitive usage of the Christian 
Church. Reference to Dr. Friaulx'a Brief Account &c The constitution of 
the cjJDMpisconal office. In point of order, tfjowptstopf were genuine bishops. 
Boeliiiier's opinion of them — originally all bishops co-equal- — subsequently 
fettered by the Ancyran fathers, rborrpljltopl became bishops' btputifft, bttarii 
cpftftoporum — ptrtobtuta in the eatt— arrhpt(9bjrtn# in the west Duarenus's 
opinion of the origin of the rural arthpritstboob out of the rboirpfatopat* — 
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'a and other confirmations of this derivation. The one office succeeded 
to the other generally, in the eastern and western churches. In the east, the 
place of rbotrptMcpt was supplied by peticrjtttta, nr 6f*fring ntflfgntrnt (A.D. 
ccclhiv.), under the sanction of the council of Laodicea, afterwards called 
ei'HTtfc*, ptbtontfcflts, and protopopi*. No such canon in the west — prtiobrutit 
are not found, by name, in the western church ; but atrfliprrit&ntrat, exercising 
the same functions. Both called bisftatOMg. Reasons why these functionaries 
are supposed to be identical in the east and west — rounded on their similarity 
of office and geographical distribution. Balsamon'a description of the Grecian 
office — Beveridge'a — Justellos s of the Latin, from Gregory of Tours — Petros 
de Harca's pttlobtats — points of resemblance noticed between the eastern and 
western ecclesiastics. Russian pttiogfutt called Vhtgocbtimff. Early con- 
nexion between the Gallican and Asiatic churches, and probable Influence of 
the latter on the polity of the former — The first appearance of arthprirstB as 
btflitatortp in the Gallican council of Tours (A.D. dlxvii.) is reasonably 
deduced from the institution of ptrioptttus as bfsitatotei in Asia Minor. The 
change of i$octBf*«»»s into ratal attbf»M»6nter«o very slowly carried for- . 
ward. ®ountto bfflfjopjl and o tatting jtitfth jjttM bog co-existent Their offices, 
theoretically, quite compatible with each other and with that of the archdeacon. 
Suspension of chcrtpfMopl in the west by Charlemagne and the Pope— reasons 
for it. Appropriation of their duties to urban bishops and ratal arrbpt ran nurd 
or Owns — opinions of Morin, Tbomasain, Peter de Marca, Filesac, and many 
others, on the subject of this devolution. The view taken of the derivation of 
the BtthtntttSbntml institution from the (notrptfttopal, confirmed by many 
learned authors, and indirectly by the Pavian council, A.D. dcccl. ; which 
gives to nrhptMbvUttl ratal their first plenary commission — confirmed likewise 
by tite same clashing, at first, of the new institution, as of the old, with the pri- 
vileges of city bishops. Papal interference to suppress the assumption of rbcr- 
tpttfropfll rank by ratal btantf. ftrcfcpwSbntttB or Draws ratal legitimate suc- 
cessors of billan biahopa. Appointed by name to succeed them in Ireland in 
the twelfth century, Spelman's account of the torba of Ireland. Partial over- 
seers of dioceses, denominated by the Greeks iborrplstopf, elsewhere arrtjbmonjl 
and snhptitfltsf , are called, in the rural parts of the diocese of Augsburg, or cant 
tutaU*. Usages and titles of the church of Saint Martin at Utrecht. The title 
of cjntrt or (fjuro jo of the eastern Maronites, derived from that of r&OMptfltopua 
by Dominic Macer. Morisan's account of the Syro-Maronite urban and rural 
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functionaries, extracted from the synod of Idbauus — the ptowpost — tbor- 
(piWOpua — ■nioDtttta — their functions, privilege*, and ensigns of office, 
respectively 22 — 56 

Sect. II. — Thk origin of Mural Wtmt in England.— Institution of 
Parishes and Parochial Clergy. 

Scans ratal not to be sought for in England till the establishment of parish™ and 
parochial clergy. Summary of our church-economy in its earliest days. Bishop 
and clergy lived together at the cathedral Missionaries. Churches erected 
soon after the first preaching of the gospel. Chap els- of-ense or oratories 
served by itinerant pastors. Collegiate union and missionary instruction pre- 
vailed for more than seven hundred years. No traces of a parochial clergy, 
properly so called, in the British church — nor for the first two centuries of the 
Anglo-Saxon church. 

Auxiliary churches or villi can chapels-of ease erected by British bishops and clergy — 
noticed by Bede and other authorities. These were non-parochial foundations. 
Examples in the churches of Saint Patrick and Saint Dubridua — and, in later 
days, of Puch and Addi. Their precincts limited only in respect of the mini- 
stering clergy, sent from the cathedral to officiate at them. While this system 
of itinerancy lasted, there was no call for total Deans — reasons. 

The duration of this simple church-polity not accurately known. Commenced in the 
British times — renewed by the Anglo-Saxons, under the authority of Pope Gre- 
gory and Augnstine — continued in Bede's days — evidenced in many places of 
his ecclesiastical history, and of his letter to Archbishop Ecgberct. Minsters or 
collegiate churches — Parochial divisions inconsistent with the then community 
of ecclesiastical revenues. Establishment of proper parochial cures towards the 
close of the eighth century — commenced by bishops, kings, and thegns. Filial 
churches subordinate to the matrix eccletia of the diocese — resident priests with 
distinct endowments. Parishes at first much larger than at present — more like 
our ratal Otanrins in extent — subsequently subdivided. No localized parochial 
minister till after the middle of the eighth century in any diocese of England. 
Ecgberct's excerpts no authority to the contrary. Incardinated presbyters noticed 
in the synod of Celcyth A.D. dcclxixy., and again A.D. dcccxvi. No men- 
tion of itinerancy later than the synod of Cloveshoe, A.D. dcCxlvii. 

The institution of parishes and proportion of churches to them, a slow and gradual 
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work, somewhat advanced by the year dccc. Scope afforded for the appoint- 
ment of OcanS rural in the ninth century — but none appear. In France, 
parochial cures, priests, and artftprtrais of the country, much earlier instituted. 
No traces of bent* rural in England till the eleventh century — their non- 
appearance attributable, perhaps, to the magnitude of the first parochial divi- 
sions, and the personal visitations of the bishops every year. Multiplication of 
parishes and congregations, and consequent necessity for other spiritual visitors 
in aid of the diocesan. Mother-churches of Edgar's and' Canute's days. 
Daughter-churches become parochial. The great number of churches in the 
land matter of complaint under the Confessor. 
Parocbialization completed under Edward. Institution of beans rural — commenced 
in the middle of the eleventh century, if not earlier, in imitation of the Gallican 
church. Continental councils bearing on the office — adapted to our then civil 
state by Thomassdn, Snonus epUtopi of Edward's laws. His duties. Notices 
of him in Saxon polity very scanty. The constitution of his office obscure. 
A diocesan delegate according to Dr. Inett — not a resident officer of the brawn. 
This opinion incorrect The Dean ratal was residentiary, according to Whitaker. 
i*ini*t(t episcopl of Edward's laws probably the titan ratal — attendant at an 
ordeal-trial. The Laodicean canon on the petiooeuta known to the Anglican 
church, which had ever much regard to the Orientals, Brail* rural noticed in 
France A.D. dccci-, in the archdiocese of Rheims — three centuries earlier in 
the diocese of Tours, viz. A.D. dlxvii. Baronius's remark on the flourishing 
state of church-discipline in France at that time. Probable reasons for the 
non-existence of bran* ratal in England at an earlier date. Not mentioned in 
councils &c, where they probably would be, had they been in existence — 
Doom* EccUiiattkal of Withred — Edgar's Canont—Lawi of Satisfaction &c. 
of Withred- -Dialogue of Ecgberct 

Gibson's opinion of the rurt-oetanal institution's antiquity in England. Incidental 
notices of the nntbeta* or Utntoa rpijKopf of Edgar— and praposiiw epifltopi 
of Canute. Were they bf an* rani 7 

White Hewlett's theory of the office — the cause or reason of its institution in this 
country. Its polity imitative of the civil economy of the slate. The parallel of 
the two beautifully worked out by Kennett — but the hypothesis not admissible 
to the extent of originating the office of bean rural. 

Kennett '■ own words extracted from his Parochial AralquiHtt. 

Remarks of the editor — his partial dissent from the author. The theory said by 
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Atterbury to be founded in error — bis reasons. Also objected to by Whitaker 
— hist censure of Kennett, Warner, and Burn. 

Han; things conspired to the introduction of Dean* ratal, according to Stillingfleet 
and Atterbury — the principal of which were the abolition of thntrpltfcopi in the 
west, and the avocation of bishops from spiritual to secular business. Dr. Inett's 
dissent — bis hypothesis not unreasonable, as applying to the oksrsI institution 
of the reign of William L Extract from the Originet AngUcanat. 

The baronial services of the bishops allowed by Inett to have operated to the esta- 
blishment of Beans rural in some degree — Not so the abolition of (howpisiopi. 
These and ratal Ofan« had their origin, in Inett's opinion, at the same time ; 
and ma; be traced to the multiplied business of ecclesiastical jurisdiction need- 
ing other helpmates. The editor suggests that the Btaa rural of Ireland sue 
ceeded the rbortf iitoputf. Notices of bean* rural in England in the twelfth 
century. Scans of Craven in Yorkshire, and of Thetfbrd in Norfolk. Whita- 
ker's objections to Kennett's date of the institution, as subsequent to Alfred's 
reign — to Johnson's again, as wandering yet farther from the truth. Whitaker 
places it in the seventh century — a proofless assertion. 

Archdeacons of higher antiquity than atcpptcfhutm in England. Wilfred, an arch- 
deacon, present at the council of Baccanceld, A.D. dccxcyih. Notices of 
archdeacons of Canterbury in the ninth century. Again mentioned in the tenth 
century, in the Laaa of (he Northumbrian priests. References to authorities 
for and against the jurisdiction of ante-Norman archdeacons . . . 57—108 



Part III.— ©fee Xfltctfon anto Xnstltutfon of Deans Uttial. 

Sect. I. — Right op Election. 

The designations of 6 tan* rural in man; earl; councils are indicative of bishops 
being the authors of their appointment, as they were of those of the rfjorrpfstopi 
and prtionmte. The clergy first elected their own ftiaitt, subject to the bishop's 
approval. After confirmation. Bean* ratal not removeable b; the bishop without 
the consent of the electors. In the year dcxkxiii. of Christ, the atcpfprtjAvtetal 
office was elective — the electors being b; delegation, the archdeacon, clergy, 
and people — the same in the year dccclv. — the bishop having no power of 
displacing an artbptirtt, except for crime. A curious canon of the council of 
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Tonn. Such power of election, permissive on the part of the bishop. Elective 
character of the catbeDtal titan. This appointment lost to the diocesan — not bo 
the bent rutal'8. No farther notice of the people, as co-electors. Archdeacons 
continue joint electors with the bishop. Hiiicmar'a instructions to his arch- 
deacons on the subject of electing Beans rural. The bishop reserves a veto on 
the appointment. Amulph, bishop of Lisieux, allows his archdeacon to present, 
subject to episcopal approval. The clergy of Ferrara elect their attbntietft, with 
the same reservation in favour of the bishop, who may ratify or not 8eun9 
rural made subject to archdeacons, and named from their very subjection; which 
is rendered absolute by Innocent III. — appointed and displaced by the bishop 
and archdeacon conjointly. Lyndwood's glosses upon this doctrine of the 
Pope, confirmatory of the concurrency of jurisdiction. 
The election influenced by the custom of each diocese. Gloss of Hostiensis, as to 
French usage. Atterbury's interpretation of the law in reference to England. 
Ancient usages of the dioceses of Exeter and Canterbury— of the archdeaconries 
of Richmond and Chester — of the diocese of Men th — of Melun — of Poictiers — 
of Deny — of Milan— of Salzburg'. The- regulation laid down by the Refor- 
matio Legum EccUiiatticarum — by the council of Cologne — of Malines. The 
constitution and appointment of the attbipTtfontcral offlcf in Belgian churches 
extracted from Van Espen. Intended canons for England A.D. mdlxii. — 
iidlxxi. King Charles the Second's Declaration, A.D. mdclx. Bishop Bedell's 
rule in the diocese of Kilmore. Projected regulations of the appointment in 
the Convocations! proceedings under Queen Anne. Council of Renssen. 
Bttntal appointments in modern days influenced by the same coruvetudo loco- 
rum. The usages of many dioceses of England — of Canterbury — Lincoln — 
Exeter — London — Bath and Wells — Norwich — Oxford — Winchester — Glou- 
cester — Saint David's — and Salisbury — the latter particularly detailed. Usages 
have varied in the dioceses of Sarum and Winchester — not at present in ac- 
cordance with ancient custom. Dr. Cnwell's definition of Dean rural, copied by 
Dr. Godolphiu, gives the appointment and displacement of this officer jointly to 
the bishop and archdeacon. Recent institution of Deans" rural in the diocese of 
London noticed. Suggestions by an anonymous author . . . 109 — 129 
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Sect. II. — The Method op Institution. 

No forms of institution extant, in print or manuscript, antecedent to the sixteenth 
century. Bf an* rural appointed by oral declaration and tradition of the 
becanal seal No deeds of commission in diocesan registers. Beansbip of the 
Court of Arches. Formal conveyances of it to the rector of Saint Mary-le-Bovr 
— rural or urban bean of London. Keonett's reasons why this officer retained 
bis power and formal commission in tcriplii. Designations by writ or patent 
may have been used — though none are extant Many documents of institution 
of the sixteenth century in England. A few short continental formulae. Patents 
of institution of the diocese of Chester of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. 

Stsnti rural anciently took an oath in some dioceses at the time of institution — in the 
diocese of Meath A.D. hccxvi. In that of Sarum, the taeramenium corporate 
was administered to Deans by the bishop on presentation, after institution by the 
archdeacon. The obligation of an oath probably was continued. Scotch 
council of Edinburgh enacts it. Administered in the province of Rouen — 
form of jurament of the diocese of Evreux. The Deang rural of the diocese of 
Sarum were sworn by Bishop Ward to the due execution of their functions. 
Godolphin's juratory articles ministered to rural beans. No oath recommended 
in the convocational proceedings about rural brans, A.D. hdccx., but a paper 
of instructions, and the exaction of a solemn promise. Modem usages — in 
England generally, wherever the office obtains — in Cornwall particularly, an 
archidiaconate of the diocese of Exeter — form of btranal oath there used. 
Dr. Kennett's suggestions to Bishop Gardiner of Lincoln, on the method of 
instituting Deans rural 130 — 142 

Sect. III. — The Duration or Office of Brans Uural. 

The office of btan rural generally temporary — terminable at the will of the ddegator. 
Glosses of Lyndwood and John de Atho to that effect. In the Reformatio 
Legion Eccktiatticarum, the projected office annual. 

In the proceedings of Convocation about rural Deans, under Queen Anne, the dura- 
tion three years, subject to the bishop's discretion. Somner's statement is 
correct, of Deans being amotive. Exceptions — some were perpetual, with archi- 
diaconal jurisdiction — examples. Beans of Peculiars. Norwich beans rural, 
perpetual Collations to rural Detanak* in that diocese. Bean of Whalley ? 
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Gmtnfe xx h 

Chester Brans rural, perpetual — Ley's account of them confirmed by Jtt*. 
Ledger-Book. Remoreable by the archdeacons, A.D. mcc. Afterwards, patent 
officers for life. Their jurisdiction distinct from the ordinary jurisdiction of the 
diocese. 
The rml bcaM&fp of Manchester an office for life. All ruial bent* at first perpe- 
tual, according to Whitaker. Usage of the archdiocese of Salzburg. Stan 
tutal for life called sometimes plrtnnM. Date and origin of the term— rare in 
Ejpgli«h councils — common in Tuscany. References. Whether temporary or 
perpetual, the appointment not to be simoniacally conferred — forbidden by 
French and Spanish councils. Duration of the office now-a-days in England. 
The author's opinion adverse to the annual appointment or trans rural, 

143—155 



Part. IV.— ©fit pergonal Jtnutfoiu of Brans Karat. 

Sect. I. — Introductory Sujimaby or Personal Duties. 

References to authorities for the personal duties of the Laodicean pettobtuU, the 
successor of the tflorepiitcopusi. Sequence of functions to be discussed. Bishop 
Gibson's definition of the proper office of a ratal bran. Dr. Field's translation 
of Pope Gregory's Decretal, descriptive of the same. The power of bran* 
improved by custom — from being merely inspections!, became judicial Analogy 
between the bmmbit and bran rural. Standing office of ratal bean* in 
England, according to Gibson's Codex. Some branches of duty only occasional 
— not powers of right belonging to the office. The Editor's doubts. Decanal 
duties variable in different dioceses, according to Van Espen — undefined, 
according to Somner. To be judged of by their exercise — subordinate — but 
important to church-discipline. The writer's nummary of the personal duties of 
bean* rural, as exhibited in the sequel 156—163 

Sect. II. — Parochial Visitation. 

Bishop Gibson denies to the bran rural all right of parochial visitation — yet a 
parochial visitor the bran has ever been — shewn from Van Espen, Field, 
Somner, Johnson, Andrews, Kennett. Gibson is condemned by Whitaker as 
oaring made " a great mistake". Van Espen and Boehmer quoted. Mural 
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btrnn were parochial visitors of very early days — pnioottttM — successors of the 
rbort pis cop i. Appointed viators before archdeacons — who were cathedral, and 
not diocesan officers. BraM ratal Tinted only " in substitution and vicnroge." 
Richard and Boehmer cited. The original authority for these delegations of 
visitatorian power, in the Latin church, to be found in the council of Toledo, 
A.D. dciiii. Council of Chalon and Rheginon referred to. niural Brans visit 
not de jure in England. Memoranda of tjrranal visitation under episcopal or 
other sanction. The earliest on record are those of Hincmar, A.D. dccclii. 

Lateran council, A.D. hclxxix. — confirmed by Archbishop Hubert and by Cardinal 
Othobon. Thomaasm's remarks. Exactions forbidden, and procurations allowed 
to beans ratal. Procurations disallowed, except for actual visitation. Restric- 
tions on brumal visitation — canons to enforce it — of Le Mans — of Saumur — of 
Clermont — of Saintes — of Liege — of Autuu— of Saint Asaph — of Chichester — 
of Melun — Constitution of Pope Benedict XII. on procurations of Deans ratal. 
Visitation*! dues of beans rural allotted by the Liege statutes, A.D. mcdxlvi. 
Meath canons on aitbiprnAvttral visitation died in full. Exactions again and 
again inhibited. Inquisition under Henry II. to correct brcaaal extortion. 
Our suspicious of the purity of the attbtptrjliDUtal character excited — highly 
criminal in France. Ley's nccconnt of a visiting atrbpricst from Saint Bernard 
— the original speech quoted. 

Farther proofs of the visitatorial capacity of Dean* rural in the fifteenth, sixteenth, 
seventeenth, and eighteenth centuries. Council of Toms— of Angers — of Con- 
stance — Cardinal Campegio — bishop of Seez — synod of Augsburg — Germanic 
Formula Rcformationi* — councils of the province of Ronen — provincial Scotch 
councils of Edinburgh — bean* rural of the diocese of Cheater have, by patent, a 
right of visitation, and all jurisdiction pertinent thereto. The twelve oeanrieS 
now consolidated — the Dttanal power of visitation remains. Council of Trent 
— Brent's version. Council of Cambray— deans of Christianity visit, instead of 
bishop and archdeacons. Synod under Maximilian, archbishop of Cambray. 
Synod of Salzburg — beans! rural to visit and be visited. 

Council of Malines ratifies Tridentine decrees &c. Synod of Ypres — of Bruges. 
Archbishop Borromeo's Milanese Articles of Inquiry for feuantou* uitat* or beans 
rural. Council of Rouen — of Tours— of Malines, A.D. mdcvii. — Spicilegium 
EccUiiatticum of Lnnig — synods of Ypres, A.D. mocix. mdcxxi. — of Antwerp 
— of Bois-le-duc— council of Bourdeaux — synod of Saint Omer — of Numur— 
of Malines— of Bayeux— of Cologne — and of Ghent, 
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Viauntional powers of the beans rural of Jersey and Guernsey — summary history, of 
their jurisdiction. Canons ecclesiastical cited. Bean* rural visited, under Bishop 
Ward, in the diocese of Swum. Convocations! proceedings about rural lit an* 
under Queen Anne. Gibson's Initructiont to rural iwaiw of the diocese of 
London. Council of Reusseu, A.D. mdcczx. Evidence enough of a sort of 
visitatorial capacity — acted upon for one thousand years, and more. 

Reflections upon the function of visitation as exercised by bean* rural — compared 
with that of archdeacons. Kennett's view of the priority of right on the part of 
Dcm* rani to visit parochially — and how they lost it ArcMduconal visitation 
— its ancient and modern character. 

bvMM rural summoners of the parochial clergy to episcopal visitations under Bishop 
Grosseteste. Very early employed on this duty by the council of Rouen. 

Beau t rural entertain the bishop on occasions of confirmation — a canon of the 
council of Pari* regulates the entertainment for man and home on these 
occasions 164—205 

Sect. III.— Synodic al Duties. 

aaVlUS rural attendant at episcopal synods to make presentments, Ac. — thence called 
by some, incorrectly, testes SgncbaU*. Synodal witnesses distinct officers from 
bias* rural — noticed by Archbishop Edmund — and by the council of Narbonne 
— called Juratory Synodx — Quettmen — Sides-men quasi Synod-men — not 
successors of rural Xstmt, but established long before them, in the days of 
Hincmar. The duties of laical Vttttf* jej»nobal« — these officers called, by 
Rheginon, onanl. Thence the misapplication of the title of Srstc* jegnobaltlf 
to spiritual Derail Dual. References in illustration. Brans rural, in point of 
function, were Stwtea jngnobalcti — on one occasion so named — they appoint 
vStStts. SgtwOslrt at Antwerp. Approximation of bean* rural of modern days 
to ancient synodal witnesses. The extent of their powers incidentally noticed. 

Episcopal synods resumed — diocesan visitations — their frequency of old time, jdural 
bttmt rightful coadjutors at them — of what ecclesiastics they consisted in England 
and on the continent. Their frequency variable at different periods and places 
— once — twice — thrice. Once on the continent — twice in England. Usages 
of Europe — province of Rouen — Germany, Cardinal Campegio — Formula 
Reformation**. Council of Cologne — synod of Cambray — ofYpres — of Rouen 
again — of Rhehns — of Saint Omer. Decanal duties in connexion with epi- 
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scopal synods — presentments at them — Cardinal Pole's Injunctions on pre- 
sentments. The usages of Saint Udalric in the diocese of Augsburg — his 
interrogatories to the clergy. Diocesan synod of Salingestat. Presentments 
of the synod of Saint Ilipuolyte, in the diocese of Padua. Presentable facts 
and offences of later synods, and duties of otantf ratal at them — Council of 
Cam bray — Norwich presentments under Bishop Freak. Council of Bourdeaux 
— of Narbonue — of Lisiettx — of Milan, under Borromeo — of Cologne. Form 
of presentment by Maximilian Henry, archbishop of Cologne. Diocesan synod 
of Reossen — articles of inquiry to be prosecuted, and the results presented 
at synod. 

Canonical vesture observed at episcopal synods and other clerical meetings — regu- 
lated by the councils of Arras — of Cologne— of Anton — of Seez. Propriety 
of behaviour inculcated by the councils of Tournay — of Lisieux — of" Rouen. 
Board and lodging provided for bran* rural and parochial clergy, while in 
attendance at the episcopal see of the province of Rouen. 

Decay of synodical duties of rjtantt rural in England. Their services borne by 
churchwardens and convocations! proctors. Brans' rural respected in the 
synods of Paris, of Salzburg in Germany, and in many Belgian churches — long 
since, deprived of all synodical honour in England. Beans rural meet at an 
episcopal conference annually in the diocese of Salisbury . . . 206 — 227 



Sbct. IV. — Supervision of the La it v. 

Chap. I. — Prefatorv Arrangement — Sufervisal of Laical Offences. 

Personal duties of firanft rural, incidentally noticed under visitational and synodical 
proceedings, to be now given, with many others, in detail. Prefatory arrange- 
ment of the remaining sections. Sons rural general supervisors and censors 
of the inhabitants of their Oltanatrfl— Van Espert, Molauus, and Rennett quoted. 
This power exercised by them in their personal capacity, independent of their 
chapter — important to church -discipline. XrthlnrrsbnUral government over the 
laity early supported by church-canons — Council of Auxerre — Capitulary of 
Charlemagne — Council of Meath — of Clermont. The clergy of the diocese of 
Saintes ordered to lay all grave faults of their parishioners before their Dean. 
No pecuniary composition for crimes to be admitted by the Otailtf ratal of 
Worcester — nor by those of Germany under the influence of Cardinal Cam- 
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pegio's Rauabon constitution. What offences subject to Decanal cognizance ? — 
All open and scandalous offences are under their cognition al jurisdiction — such 
as at present are noticeable by churchwardens, according to the canons of the 
Church of England— enumerated by name. The rurf-btcansl office virtually 
non-existent when those canons were drawn up in mdciii. The lighter faults 
always cognizable (personally or capitularly) by stand rural — graver carried 
before the bishop — Meath canon. Conciliar decrees empowering bran* to take 
cognizance of incest, adultery, ribaldry, harlotry, dice-playing, blasphemy, heresy, 
fighting and brawling in consecrated places, &c &c, from the synods &c of 
Rouen, of Arras, of Lincoln, of Ypres. Other sins and crimes added by the 
Reformatio Legum EccUriatticarum of England to the beans' catalogue of 
presentable offences. Controul of brans rural over the laity of the diocese of 
Chester. 

Efforts of certain Belgian synods to suppress licentiousness and immorality on the 
Lord's Day and on festivals — and to support the sanctity of those days by 
inhibiting all secular business in trade and agriculture, unless by licence of the 
bean of Cbristianitj of the district — civil interference therewith uncanonical 
Occasions of be canal dispensation. 

Other laical breaches of church-discipline subject to presentment by bean* rural. 
Canon of the aee of Arras interdictory of usurarious trafficking. Abusers of 
Apostolical letters, and of the bearers of them, liable to excommunication. 
Midwives of the diocese of Antwerp under the spiritual jurisdiction of the rural 
•ran*— Unsworn midwives presentable by the brat* of the diocese of Ypres at 
the bishop's court 228—244 

Chap. II. — Pubgational Duties. 

Scans rural entrusted to take the purgation of laymen for incontinence or other 
crime — Kennett and Somner quoted. The purgatory process and course of 
correction set forth by Hubert Walter. Regulations of it under the manage- 
ment of brans rural — compurgators— penance. Purgations and failures of 
purgation frequent in visitational records — tttan* rural had much to do with 
purgations heretofore — Gibson's remarks upon this branch of discipline, 

215—249 
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Chap. III. — Exorcist ic a l and Catbchisticai Duties. 
Beans rural appointed ecclesiastical exorcists in the dioceses of Ypres and Cologne 
— also catechists at Ypres 250 — 251 

Chap. IV. — Funereal and Testamentart Duties. 
Stanf rural to be careful that the rites of sepulture are duly performed over 
departed laymen — saving usurious extortioners. Obliged to report all deaths 
to the bishop or his official — all testaments unproved, &c. . . . 252 — 253 



Sect. V. — Supervision of the Clbrgv. 

Chap. I. — Summary View op the Duties and Ministrations op Burs' Stunt 
towards the Clergy. 
Inspection of the lives and conversation of the parochial clergy the more especial 
duty of rural Desna. Dr. Field's version of the canon law to that effect White 
Kennetfs summary of Decanal duties respecting clerical manners and ministra- 
tions. Van Espen's view of them, as exercised by arthprttftts in the character 
of peutort* paitontm. Heir great importance to the interests of religion 
among the laity and clergy. The Dean rural the instructor, friend, and coun- 
sellor of the country clergy, as well as the inspector of their conduct and 
pastoral performances. Extracts from the synods of Cambray — of Antwerp — 
of Saint Omer — ofLlsieux — ofNamur — of Cologne 954 — 258 

Chap. IL — Archi presbyter a l Ministrations op Bran* Kural 
towards the Clergy. 
Strbnrf MM in the fullest sense arrfjuoBtorfl — respected and beloved by their subject 
pastors. Their spiritual ministrations to the latter, the same as those of the 
pastors to their respective flocks. In health — sickness — death. Inculcated by the 
synods of Antwerp — of Cologne— of Namur — of Milan. The Milanese canon 
on arrbipatftoral visitation of parochi in sickness, generally applicable to all 
spiritual superintendants of the country — plrtanfl, arrijprfefts, prrftrt* of rural 
BifltrirW, and foratuoufl bftars— some of the distinctions between these different 
officer* noticed 



dbyGoogle 



Chap. III. — Duties of Deans Rural in reference to Clerical Deaths, - 
Funerals, Testaments, &c. 

Deaths of the clergy notified by DlBttft roal to die diocesan in the councils of 
Melun, of Paris, of Rouen, of Lisieux, of Arras, of Gloucester, of London. 
Beans ordered to celebrate the exequies of deceased clergymen at Ypres and 
Antwerp — to announce the deaths of parsons, vicars, Ac. to the mother- 
churches at Worcester — usages there on the death of a Unit rural — at Ypres — 
at Cologne. The goods and chattels of the defunct committed to the custody of 
the Drift of the beauty at Worcester— at Tournay — at Ypres — at Antnn— at 
London 262—266 

Cbap. IV. — Supervision of Clerical Apparel. 

Supervision of ministerial habit and tonsure an early duty of arcbprtests rural. 
Brans themselves to set a good example of canonical costume. Penalties 
imposed on priests and artbprirSts for non-obedience, by Langton, Hubert 
Walter, and Othobon. Peckham's enforcement of the law against nnclerical 
attire. Immunities attached to crown and tonsure, In case of arrest 867 — 270 

Cbap. V. — Supervision of Clerical Conversation, as to Life and Manners. 

Appearance at indecent sports and plays, forbidden to the clergy — Deans rural of 
Worcester ordered to prevent it — of Lincoln. Bishop Grosseteste's keen inqui- 
sition of lives and manners, prosecuted by twanfl rural. Religion and good 
discipline asserted thereby. Clubs and banqnetings interdicted at Saint Omer. 
Field-sports, hunting, shooting, Ac. pointed out for oecansi correction in the 
diocese of A Tranches. 

Conduct disgraceful to the distinction of crown and tonsure, rendered the clergy 
liable to the loss of such sacerdotal insignia. Bran* rural ordered, again and 
again, to deprive them of crown and tonsure — at Sens — at Rouen — at Chateau- 
Qontier. A curious canon of the diocese of Liege, on the subject of jugglers, 
&c Clerical players, tavern-keepers, usurers, traffickers, &c. ordered to be 
presented by beans rural at Treves, at Autun, at Constance, and other places. 

Of all sacerdotal transgressions, incontinency most strictly and repeatedly inhibited 
by the councils of the church. Beans, as spiritual watchmen, charged to be 
specially vigilant — themselves to abstain from all conjugal intercourse. Method 
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of ensuring the continence of atrfcarltfttjl in the diocese of Toon. &rt j) nri WW 
punished with confinement, and bread-and- water diet, for negligence of their 
juniors — deprived of communion for a whole year for non-presentment of 
incontinency by the council of Anxerre. Bonen canon De ckricit uxor a ti* 
Decanal character expected to be exemplary. Clerical celibacy enforced in 
England by Anaelm, with the aid of beams rural, A.D. mcvu. — earlier attempts 
of Anaelm and his predecessors. Tflngliah clergy married till the tenth century. 
Jeremy Taylor cited. The interference of brand in support of the papal inhibi- 
tion of matrimony — and for correcting the vices of the clergy consequent on 
the unnatural restraint— Fuller cited. The first appearance of btann In Eng- 
land, in this capacity, A.D. Mcvn. — subsequently under Archbishops Corboyl 
and Walter, A.D. mcixvii. — mcxcv. In the next century, tit tana I vigilance in- 
culcated at Sarum — at Durham, and by the primate. Bishop Grosseteste com- 
mitted to this absurdity — and annoyed by the immoralities consequent upon 
celibacy. Concnbinary priests excommunicated in the diocese of Constance — 
bean* liable to excommunication for non-denouncement of offender* against 
the canon. Continental btaita not often noticed in connexion with celibate 
laws — much less frequently than those of Great Britain — the probable reasons 
thereof suggested. Early penalties in England for clerical incontinency. 
Suspension and excommunication, frequent punishments of guilty clerks. What- 
ever their delinquencies, the churches not to be suspended, but the onfhding 
ministers themselves to be made amenable to the penalties against incontinence. 
No suspended or twice-convicted incontinent to be allowed to resume his 
office. Penalty against commutation of penance by bran* in the diocese of 
Winchester. 
The conduct of Cardinal de Crema a serious blow to the continuance of clerical 
celibacy in England — Fuller and Taylor quoted. Henry I. grants the enjoy- 
ment of their wives to the clergy, on the payment of a certain tax— the bran* 
probably the coltestors of this wife-composition. 271 — 287 

Chap. VI. — Supervision or the Spiritual Ministrations op the Clergy. 

Summary statement of the spiritual ministrations of parochial presbyters subject to 
btcanal observation. Scans to enforce the observance of canonical hours — 
these denned — references. Bishop Grosseteste notices the non-observance of 
Aorta canonicte, as deserving of rebuke by his archdeacons and brans. The 
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same irregularity purposed to be amended by Cardinal Campegio in Germany, 
and by the synods of Antwerp. 

Other deviations from the Rubric of the day pointed out by Grosseteste — who was 
desirous of purifying; the temple of God of all pollution. Charges to the beana 
ratal of the diocese of Cambray to see that the clergy are attentive to preaching, 
administering the sacraments, &c. Synodal instructions of the see of Rouen 
for the due performance of the special services of the church — the churching of 
women — the administering the mass to the betrothed — the full publication of 
banns Ac— the bean'9 licence required under certain circumstances of marriage- 
contract in the diocese of Tournay. Two masses in one day forbidden at 
Gloucester — Deans to present offenders — the like irregularity inhibited at 
Antwerp. 

Processional rogation placed under the regulation of bean* rural in the diocese of 
Cologne — their authority supported by canon. Doubts about fasts and proces- 
sions to be solved by the bran* of Rouen. Idolatrous processions with 
sports &c to be pat down summarily by the bran* of Noyon. Brief history of 
processional rogation in England. No notice of fie canal interference with the 
ceremony or its adjuncts in the councils of Great Britain and Ireland, 289 — 297 

Chap. VII. — Tat Authority of Bean* Rural in supporting Church-Disci puns, 

and supervising the Externals or Relioion generally. 
Recapitulation of the several duties of beans rural connected with this department of 
their office 298 

§ 1. RESIDENCE OF TUB PAROCHIAL CLERGY ON THEIR CURES. 

Beans ratal, themselves resident, bound to see that all incumbents resided, and paid 
attention to the fabric and duty of their churches. Non-residents, and other 
delinquents, presentable by the councils of Rouen — of Liege — of Cologne — of 
Saint Omer — and of Antwerp. No pastor to be absent more than five days 
without a oetansl licence, in the diocese of Antwerp. The benefices of non- 
resident beneficiaries to be taken under sequestration by the bean* of Autnn 
and Bayeux. Want of repairs sufficient cause of sequestration in the diocese 
of Anton and Saint Omer. Non-residents by licence in the diocese of Ghent to 
exhibit their licence to the anbpritst — curates to exhibit their letters of appoint- 
ment The duties of resident beans rural detailed in the councils of Rheims 
and Malines. Non-resident parsons and vicars presentable by the Gloucester 

Injunctions of Cardinal Pole 299—302 
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§ 2. — UOISTHATIOM OF THB t'LHRGY, &C. 

Registration-duties of beans rural. Kennett'a example* from Stratford's constitu- 
tions of «c*M so employed under the title of orbtasrUl. Peckham imposes on 
them extensive registrarial functions — Johnson's version of the Reading council 
cited. Benefices and beneficiaries registered by the fenM of Saint Omer, and 
ofRouen 302— 30ft 

§ 3. PROHIBITION OF UNLICENSED MINISTERS. 

Unlicenced and vagrant ministers to be prohibited by trans rural from officiating 
within the dioceses of liege, Saint Omer, and Bruges. Ordered to be taken 
and examined by the oeanB of Cologne as to their orders, testimonials &c 
Rules of the synod of Constance — of the council of Augsburg — of the diocese 
of Avranches and of Cambray, as to strange and unknown ministers, and the 
duties of titan* ratal in supporting the discipline of the church against them, 

305—308 

§ 4. — PROHIBITION OF ILLEGITIMATES UNPROTECTED BY PAPAL DISPENSATIONS. 

Beans charged to look out for sons of clergymen or illegitimates possessed of eccle- 
siastical benefices without dispensation — remarks of Thomassin. Sons of 
immediately-preceding incumbents illegitjmatized as successors to their fathers 
. . . ' 308—310 



§ 5.- GUARDIANSHIP OF THE TEMPORALITIES OF THB CHURCH DUBJNCt VACANCY 
AND SEQUESTRATION. 

The temporalities of the church consigned to tttttntal guardianship in very early 
days — Council of Pavia. Mr. Somner quoted. Custody of vacant benefices 
and cultivation of glebe-lands entrusted to ti an* rural at Worcester — at Exeter. 
Custom of the diocese of Constance during the vacancy of a church. Episcopal 
rights during vacancy. 'Deportu* paid to the bishop and archdeacon by the 
beans at Melon. &ufoprit9i« allowed quarentena out of the produce of vacant 
benefices in the diocese of Poictiers. Inquisitions De ecclesiu defaleatu pro- 
secuted by titans at Liege. Violations of the persons of clerks, and of the 
property of the church, punishable by OtanB in the dioceses of Arras — of Com- 
peigne — and De Senlis. 

Usages of England in respect of sequestration for debt — otanfl rural employed 
therein — an example from the Parochial Antiquiliet. The ministerial part of 
sequestration, for whatever cause instituted, consigned to them — decrees to that 
effect from the synods of Ypres, of Tournay. Btanft rewarded for their trouble 
at Ypres. A wary canon of Ossorj to facilitate the collecting church-fruits 

Dgnzsd by GoOgk 



under sequestration. Constitutions of the isles of Jersey and Guernsey on this 
head. Bean* ratal in England no longer employed on this duty — which is 
now consigned to churchwardens — might be advantageously restored to the 
more ancient officers, as trustees of management 311 — 319 

% 6. — CARE OF ECCLESIASTICAL EDIFICES — CHURCH — MANSE — CHURCHYARD CHURCH 

UTENSILS, GOODS, AND ORNAMENTS SACRAMENTS AND SACRAMKNTALS. 

The care and examination of ecclesiastical buildings, incumbent on beans rural. 
Bishop Marsh's Visitation Charge referred to — the canons upon this head many 
and positive — some cited under viaitational duties — Meath constitutions of Simon 
de Rochfort — Monition of Bishop Sutton of Lincoln, to a bran of Hoyland — 
synod of Constance — Cardinal Campegio — synod of Malines — of Cambray — of 
Saint Omer — of Tonrnay — of Milan — of Malines again — of Ypres — of Bois-le- 
duc Modern instructions to dean* rural always comprehend churches, and their 
furniture — church houses, &c. — churchyards. Synod of Arras, The profanation 
of churchyards noticed in mandates to brant rural of the diocese of Lincoln. 
The due keeping up of the fences of cemeteries enjoined to the Draws of Lisieui 
— these points should never be omitted in modern instructions to bean* rural — 
much need for their bong enforced. The consecration of new bells, at Saint 
Omer — at Ghent — at Seez — at Ypres — annexed to the btcansl office — also the 
reconciliation of churchyards, and suspension of unconsecrated altars and 
cemeteries. The approval of images before erection entrusted to beans rural of 
Augsburg, Ypres, and Antwerp. Mutilated images to be removed by them. 

Church-furniture — books — vessels — vestments, &c. subjected to the inspection of 
beans or arrbprintttf by Hincmar — the same continued from that tune to the 
present — quotations from the council of Meath— of Cologne. Where necessary, 
church-furniture ordered to be supplied by the synod of Cambray — of Milan. 
Church-goods and ornaments to be strictly watched at Harlem, that no one 
pawn them to usurers — if ever misapplied to profane uses, to be again redeemed 
by the btan rural, pastor, and heads of the parish. Bean* rural to see that the 
altars of their churches are decent, and well-furnished, in the diocese of Avranches 
— that the sacramental utensils, registry books, &c. are well kept in the dioceses 
of Acqni, Bois-le-duc, Cologne, Bayeui, and Malines. 

The care of BUM rural in distributing chrism and oil at Rouen and Liege. Usages 
of Great Britain in respect of these sacramental articles — in the diocese of Sarum 
— Southwell. Sacramental duties at Saumur — at Tours — and generally in the 
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xlii flEomUntt. 

province of Rouen. Again at Ravenna — at Amalphi — at Antwerp— at Malines 
—at Cologne. The connexion of tons with sacraments and sacramental s, an 
instructors of the younger clergy in England — with confirmation, as bound to 
see that catechumens were duly instructed before presentation to the bishop — 
with penance, as the appointed confessors and penitentiaries of the clergy. 

320—308 
§ 7. — penitentiary duties of Stan* ftural. 

Duties of titans rurnl in connexion with confession and penance. Primitive 
£fyifio\oyti<ri<i. Stan* appointed delegate penitentiarii — the time of their first 
institution to the penitentiary office unknown. Ministerial to the bishop in 
preparing lay-penitents for undergoing the service of penance on Ash- 
Wednesday. The ceremony described. Decay of public repentance. 

Penitentiary twantf noticed by Hincmar — supervisors of penance in the archdiocese 
of Rheima— earlier notice of them in the council of Paris. Stmt tntll the 
confessors of the clergy of their braarics — KenneU's references rather doubtful 
on this head — allusions to other confessors besides the ottstul. No notice of 
HUM ratal by name as confessors till A.D. hcclixxiv. in the council of 
Saint Hippolyte — Peckham appoints confessors to rural fetalis: — the same men- 
tioned in many other councils. The Meath canons impose on their feting the 
supervision of church-penance; but are silent on private confession. The 
synods of Arras and Saint Omer constitute them the proper confessors of their 
fercansttjl. The Oram* rural of England deprived of the confessorial office. 
Causes of the ordinary priest herein superseding the arthprftjt — John de Atho's 
reasons. The friars interfered with this branch of discipline. 

Regulations about penance for crime in the diocese of Chichester. Grades of sins 
and graduated powers of absolution entrusted by the church to its different 
confessors. Bean* rural allowed to absolve, in cases reserved to the episcopal 
sees of Seez and Lisieux. loterte abnlvtoria of the etna* of Cambray. In 
the diocese of Salzburg, all persons disobedient to this branch of church-disci - 
pline to be presented by the fltams to the bishop. In the diocese of Ypres, the 
fetanjl of Qbrbttfantln, confessors of their subject clergy — ordered to see the 
confessionals in their churches placed in suitable sitnutions . . . 338 — 3S1 

Sect. VI. — Supervision op Schools. 
Authority of bishops over schools and schoolmasters — on the continent — in England. 
Delegated to btan.fl rural in Belgium and elsewhere. Councils of Mahnes cited. 
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Masters and mistresses of schools examined and approved by Otaiifl ratal, before 
institution, at Antwerp and Yprea. Visitation of schools by the same, at Malines 
— at Cambray — at Salzburg. Scope and aim of firranal inspection of semi- 
naries. No evidence of the trust being committed to titans in Great Britain in. 
the olden time — but it forma an item of their duty in the proceedings of Convo- 
cation under Queen Anne, in the suggestions of White Kennett to Bishop 
Gardiner, and in the ©ft ttlurfl Btcanoram of Bishop Ward of Sarum. It is also 
found in the instructions to Stan* ratal of our own days .... 352 — 35S 

Sect. VII. — Supervision of Hospitals and Charitable Foundations. 

The episcopal right of visiting hospitals and other charitable foundations delegated 
to teann rural, here and abroad — limited to spiritual hospitals. Synod of Liege. 
Bean* ordered to visit hospitals in two provincial Scotch councils — in the 
provincial council of Cambray — in the synod of Tournay— of Ghent. Bishop 
Ward's Instructions at Serum. Convocation al proceedings under Queen Anne. 
References to the usages of the dioceses of Winchester and Worcester, 357 — 360 

Sbct. VIII. — Ordination, Institution, and Induction. 

Chap. I. — Ordination. 

atwrf-otranal duties in respect of the ordination, institution, and induction of clerks, 
long since superseded in England. The author of A HambU Proposal &c. 
cited — Council of Trent referred to. Stand rural conversant with the prelimi- 
naries of ordination — successors of (hottpiftopt in the charge of examining 
candidates for orders — and presenting them at the altar — Saint Basil referred 
to — Council of Nantes cited. Thomassin's reasons for the appointment of 
HithprrsbjitrtB ratal to this service very just. 

Inquisitions De ordinandi* oiericU ordered in the diocese of Constance to be pro- 
secuted by Btxn* rural — the same in the diocese of A ranches. Letters Testi- 
monial respecting life and conversation — age — acquirements, &c. of candidates 
—genuineness and value of tide — granted by bran* in many dioceses, and 
made indispensable at Cambray — at Tournay — at Seez — synod of Utretcht 
Rennett's suggestions — -Convocational proceedings — diocese of Winton re- 
ferred to 361—367 
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Chap. II. — Institution and Induction. 

Presentation of ordained clerks to the bishop, by bennfi rural of the diocese of Tours, 
in order to institution. Zhang themselves instituted clerks, ex conmetudint, to 
chapels at Liege and at Florence — institution generally the act of the bishop — 
induction that of the rural Dean — no payment for it allowed by a Worcester 
constitution. Corporal institution delegated to branS in Belgium — not theirs 
jure communi, but the bishop's — granted to the bean of the district for conve- 
niency. Oath of induction administered by the bean. Synod of Ypres — no 
presbyter allowed to induct without a licence from the Stan. Examples of 
induction by beans ratal in England, in the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries. 
Fees forbidden to btattff and others for investitures — and yet extorted by them 
— condemned by Archbishop Stratford. Scant employed vicariously, as in- 
ductors, by archdeacons. Kennett's suggestions — proceedings of Convocation — 
recommended to the notice of the hierarchy 368—375 

Sect. IX. — Citatory and Certificatory Duties. 

BtMfl rural ministerial to bishops and archdeacons, as summoners of delinquents to 
make their appearance in courts- Christian — Lyndwood and Field cited. 
Somner'a limitation of their eitatory and certiftcatory services to clerical cases 
alone is incorrect. Heir employment in this capacity attributable to the 
mat-practices of earlier summoners — Otho's constitution regulatory of citation. 
BeanS guilty of mal-administration in processes of citation— corrected by Arch- 
bishop Peckham's constitution — the same quoted, with Lyndwood's gloss. All 
primary citations issued by others than the beau ratal, official, or apparitor, 
uncanonical and void. Examples of betanal summoners frequent in ancient 
histories — one cited from Thorn, with the certi/icatorium of the bean of Lenham 
— a second from Prynne's Usurpations 375— 360 

Sect. X.— DSCANAL APPARITORS. 

Beans rural allowed the use of bedels or apparitors — who, like their masters, were 
supervisors of manners — their duties — responsibility. Regulations of the appa- 
ritorial economy in general by Archbishop Boniface, at Lambeth. Earlier 
restrictions of DkhuhI bedels at Dublin — at Norwich — later at Winchester. 
Every apparitor attached to a bean to be at least an acolyth by a canon of the 
church of Worcester — Archbishop Stratford's farther restrictions. Apparitor 
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of Deans rural continued till the Reformatio!! — found in the Reformatio Legum 
— suggested for adoption in the diocese of Kilmore — employed in the isles of 
Guernsey and Jersey — dwindled into a mere servant at Reussen . . 381 — 386 

Sect. XI. — Authentic Seal. 

The seal of office an important instrument in the hands of the Dean rural— consti- 
tuting, in England, his investiture. Its use confirmed by Cardinal Otho — not 
inscribed with the name of the Dean, but of the office — which was temporary, 
with a few exceptions. Personal names inscribed on the seals of permanent 
dignitaries, ftural Dean of Manchester perpetual — inscribed his proper name 
on his seal. Examples of the more ordinary type quoted. All officers using 
authentic seals charged to keep them in safe custody, and to use them accord- 
ing to law. . 

Documents to which niri-oetanal seals were affixed — certificaloria — procuratoria — 
inquiniionfs de jure patronatut — inductions of clerks — testamentary papers and 
letters of administration — valora beneficiorum — taxations — testimonials for 
orders — marriage-banns, &c. &c. Abuses in sealing certificatoriea and letters 
procurator?, corrected by Archbishop Peckham. Seals of Drantt rural affixed to 
the valuations of benefices under the Norwich taxation. Other uses of the 
Utcanal signet specified from Mr. Lewis's work and other authorities. The 
powers of the seal ceded at the expiration of one year — seemingly an innovation 
upon antiquity — resisted by the Drill* — John de Athon's comment thereon. No 
foes allowed for sealing documents by Deans rural — otherwise by archdeacons. 
Bean* not in general extortionate in England— charged with rapacity at Poic- 
tien and Sanmur. A small recompence allowed to the Brans of the diocese of 
Cambray for the labours of the signet. Few notices of the Decanal seal in 
continental synods — principally of the province of Rouen. Notices of seals of 
brans rural in Archaologia — in Lewis's Tract on Seals — in Somner's Anti- 
qvitiei of Canterbury. The seals of the ratal grant* of Sutton Valance, of 
Dover, of Ospriuge in Kent — of Burcester in Oxfordshire — of Fincham, Nor- 
wich, Hingham, and Breccles in the diocese of Norwich. Chester seals not 
obtainable— seal of the Desntn of Newcastle — of Chflteau-du -Loire. Kuri- 
Drcanal seals still considered authentic in the Court of Arches. What seals 
considered authentic by our ecclesiastical-law reformers. Seals of the artb- 
prirBt of Leodium and of the Deanrj of Sunning, exhibited in notes. Sug- 
gestions for the restoration of the rural Dean's seal — instructions as to its 
canonical type. The author's seal of office ^ 38^4^g | t 



Sect. XII.— Taxbb collbctxd by Scans -Rural 

Taxes of various kinds imposed on the clergy, collected by ratal txanfl. Decinuz 
Saladinte, A.D. mclxxxviii., levied by them. An irregular impost probably 
gathered mid re-distributed by them in the diocese of Lincoln. Srane, collectors 
of clerical payments in France, A.D. dcccxuii. — of Dtcirrue SaiatBjue, A.D. 
hccliii., and A.D. mcclxxxyiii., in England — {Valor EccUtiatticu* Henr. VIII.) 
—collectors of Rome-scot at Canterbury — probably at Norwich — and in all other 
dioceses. Archdeacons gathered Rome-scot in the diocese of Saram, and 
perhaps employed rural utanfi as deputies. Boll of Pope John XXII. addressed 
to OeanB and others as tax gatherers for his Holiness. Synodals and cathedra- 
tica collected by Dtanjs for the bishop, and, where due, for the archdeacon. 
Commission to the rural bran of Hastings to collect synodals. Authority of the 
rural titans of Chester to gather procurations and synodals for the bishop. The 
beans' of the diocese of Norwich obliged to receive all diocesan dues, episcopal 
and archidiaconal, and to pay them over to the respective parties. Their honesty 
as synodal-gatherers at Dublin rather doubtful Pentecostals probably received 
byttcan* 413—423 
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Part V. — ©fit Qtapftulat functions of 9tans Bural. 



Sect. I. — The Institution and Economy of Kutal ©jjapitra, 

Capitular dories defined — Oralis authorised to convocate local synods or rural cbap- 

trni — in Ireland — the diocese of Meath — in continental dioceses — Cambray 

their object — of what clergy they consisted — regulations respecting the presi- 
dency over them. The ancient canon law silent on the subject of tuti-Deinnal 
tpapUrs — rare on the continent — more frequent in England. Traces of them 
in the reign of Edward the Confessor — Johnson, Wilkins, and Spelman cited. 

Lyndwood'a explanation of the term capftuluut. Two classes of rural rfjapterB — 
one three-weekly — the other quarterly. Three-weekly meetings changed to 
monthly — called taltnba. Hincmar's institution of them — their economy de- 
scribed. No earlier notice of rurt-orranal taptrula. Clerical conventions not 
presided over by titans, also called talfnbat — obtained in the ninth century. 
The latter recommended by Bishops Atto of Vercelli, Ricnlph of Soissons, and 
Ulric of Augsburg. Both presbyteral and aTCifnrrflontttal chapter* took pre- 
cedence of all other business on the first day of each month. 

Extraordinary or special meetings. Quarterly meetings. Their economy. The 
clerical members sworn on admission. Regulations of particular churches — of 
Treves — Ypreo — Cambray — Anton — Ferrara — Bois-le-dac, Ac. Stratford's 
decree ordering the places of holding clerical meetings in England, a relief to 
the rural priesthood. 

Duly-convened rural chapters, protected by canon at Cambray — at Malines — their 
objects incidentally noticed. The eipences of cb&pttt-holding, how defrayed. 
Profits of Deans rural seemingly scanty and insufficient for the purpose, ©pap- 
ier* consequently reduced in frequency — at Ypres — at Rheum — at Rouen — at 
Muliues — from four times to thrice, twice, once. Monthly meetings of Dean* 
aab chapters entirely laid aside, save at Milan — at Kilmore — and in some 
dioceses of the province of Rouen. Attempts to revive oramn meetings of the 
clergy in England, A.D. hdclx. 
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Monthly clerical associations unattended by titans ratal continued at Namur — at 
Ambrun. Van Espen's reflection upon them. Probably there were no rural 
titans within the jurisdiction*, where none presided at tbe clerical meetings. 

1—20 
Sect. II. — The Business transacted at ifcViral Chapters. 

Chap. I. — Preliminary Remarks. — The Dress of SranS and Clebov at 

■Kuril ©fjapttrS- 

The business of ratal chapters — in general not separable into two distinct classes, 
according to the two periods of meeting — distinctions of cases and courts rarely 
noticed. Quarterly and menstrual types of chapters scarce ever both observed 
in one diocese, except in England. Quarterly, called principalia tapituls — 
monthly, inferior — the jurisdiction of both, for the most part, voluntary. @urfa 
©Jtlfltianitatf*. Their object, the support of church-discipline in the country. 
Dress of trans' rural and their subject clergy, at chapters, regulated by the synods 
of Norwich— of Chateau-Gontier — of Saint Omer — of Lambeth — of Rouen — 
ofSeez — ofLisieux 21 — 24 

Chap. II. — Publication of Church-Canons, Decrees, Ac. 

Rural chapters, viewed in the light of ecclesiastical courts of publication, promulgated 
the laws of provincial and diocesan synods, &c. (Meath canons)— also cases and 
crimes reserved to the papal and diocesan courts — (the same versified by the 
church of Bayeux) — presbyteral cases, or those from which presbyters could 
absolve — otcanal castu minaret, from which brans absolved at their (hapttr- 
couTt*- Sentences of en communication published at capitular sessions, which 
had actually passed jhe church. Registers of es communicates kept by titans 
ratal for the purpose of publication. Papal confirmations of excommunications 
published by the same officers. 

Standing sentences of excommunication repeated in parochial churches by the mem- 
bers of the chapter. The statute of Othobon against concubinaries rehearsed at 
the four quarterly meetings — also the statutes of Otho, Langton, Winchelsey, 
and others. lAbri Synndalcs recited at Le Mans, and Treves. Publications of 
canons in ratal chapters, at Bois-le-duc, Tournay, and Acqui . . . 25 — 32 
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Chap. III. — Inhumation and Reformation of Chohch-Auumks, &c. 

•Rural chapter* intended for the presentment and refonnation of defaults in church- 
discipline. Archbishop Hincmar's rural sessions. Informations laid before 
rural (haptfrfl — entertained by the tjtantt generally, without judicial process. 
Decrees of the council of Cain bray — of the synod of Antwerp — of Bois-le-dnc — 
of Cambray — of Saint Omet — pertinent to presentments of abuses, and the 
remedies thereof, short of the solemnity of judicature foT tbeir correction. The 
chapter* were deliberative local conventions. The economy of Milanese rural 
or fbrantOUS conventions appointed by Borromeo, cited in full, from the first 
provincial council of the archbishop. Reports made to the bishop in the 
Milanese and Belgian churches. Canons of Rouen and Rheims for the regula- 
tion of conventions — tbeir decay in the Gallican churches, and perfect maturity 
in the Italian, at one and the same period 33 — 10 

Chap. IV.— Contentious Jurisdiction. 

tiCbaBttt* viewed as judicial courts- ©brlstian — subject to Dean* rural, as Decani 
(Shdfitianitatia— their business — the punishments they were capable of adjudging. 
The character and laws of the tourt-ttbristtan — the administration of the 
same. The rural clergy to form a consistory, whenever required by the Dean. 

The judicial character of the Dean, personally, and in relation to his chapter, much 
controverted, John de Athon, Lyndwood, Barbosa, Corvinus, Godolphin, and 
others, against it — quotations in point. Thomassra, Kennett, Brewster, and 
others, in favour of it. Judicial power of Dean rural retained in the diocese of 
Salzburg in the sixteenth century. Extract from Brewster's Collectanea Eccle- 
liattica relative to the contentious jurisdiction of the Dean, independent of his 
tapitulum. Hie author's resolution of the extent of the Dean's judicial power, 
personal and capitular. Simplest form of judicial proceedings in the rural 
rourt-©brifltUn, from Hubert Walter. 

No person presentable judicially at the court, unless his faults were a public scandal 
Plurality of local consistories in the same Ueanij condemned — bnt protected by 
long usage. Regulations of Decanal courts at Nantes — at Angiers. Composi- 
tion or arbitration enjoined in personal suits of all kinds that would admit the 
one or other — no payment to be exacted. Extensive duties of arbitration 
charged on Draufl rural at Ypres. The spiritual welfare of the suitors should 
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be the chief object of the court Composition enjoined at the Italenb* in the 
diocese of Rheims. Stan* appointed arbitrators and referees, by the archbishop 
of Canterbury, in the case of Bishop Grosseteste 41 — 55 

Chap. V. — Punishments inflicted bt -Rural court*- tShrfatUfl. 

Censures and punishments imposed judicially by beau* rural in local court*. Moni- 
tion — purgation — penance— suspension ab ingretm ecckria — suspension from 
office and benefice — excommunication. Abuses of penance by pecuniary com- 
mutation at Ssumur — at Winchester. Limitations on Decanal censures at 
Ravenna and Laval. Excommunication denied to bran* rutal, except by 
express authority of the bishop — opinions various on the point — Lyndwood's — 
Spelman's — Brett's — Kennett's — many councils imply the power to be vested in 
the office. The jurisdiction of Decanal chapter* in tithe-causes indicates a power 
of excommunication vested in them. Scan* rural agents of excommunication, 
in the name of superior prelates, and in their own name, as heads of rural 
con*i*torit* 56—64 

Chap. VI. — Rbcovekt op Church Dues —Tithes, Mortuaries, &c. 

The connexion of brail* rural with tithes and mortuaries, traced to Edgar's Saxon 
laws — the officers of Edgar's and Canute's laws noticed. Process for recovery 
of tithes from Bromton — under Henry I. — Selden cited. 

Kural chapter* cognizant of subtracted and litigated tithes— rarely called on to 
adjudicate in consequence of the plenary powers of the priesthood to protect 
itself by summarily excommunicating such offenders. Archdeacons presided 
sometimes at chapters, instead of bean*. Archdeacons and bean* executors of 
the decrees of higher courts in tithe causes. Sean* of Jersey and Guernsey 
conversant with all tithe subtractions. 

Mortuaries recovered in rural chapter*— at Dunstable — at Evesham— at Warwick. 
Mandate for the payment of a mortuary executed by the bean of Burcester and 
his clergy. Rules for exacting mortuaries by Archbishop Gray — by Giles 
Bridport — by Archbishop Wiochelsey — by Archbishop Langham — bean* rural 
concerned in the execution of the law of mortuaries 65 — 74 
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Chap. VII. — Test amenta by Matters. 

Testamentary jurisdiction, with all its appurtenances, entrusted to Deans ratal and 
their chapter*. Sean* called lo coram otofnartl (?) — in the councils of Dublin 
— Lambeth — Exeter — cognizant of testamentary matters. Heir jurisdiction in 
the diocese of Cheater very ancient in reference to wills, &c. under certain 
limitations — still retained there, and at Manchester. Remarks of an anonymous 
author on the subject. Testamentary power of the bran of the city of Norwich, 
and the other ratal beans of that diocese till the Reformation. Bishop Freak's 
suggested government by ratal Oransi with testamentary jurisdiction . . 75 — 80 

Chap. VIII. — Matrimonial Causes. 

Matrimonial causes and matters of divorce, according to Kennett, subject to rural 
tourts-ffhrifirtsn in England till A.D. xccxxn. These matters inhibited to 
Drang rural by Langton. Reasons for the inhibition assigned by Lyndwood, 
Atterbury, Somner. Matrimonial jurisdiction may be consigned to them by 
special commission. Bran* of the archbishop's peculiars cognizant of matri- 
monial causes — having archidiaconal power in their beauties. 

No traces of Decanal jurisdiction over marriage and divorce, in rural districts, after 
the thirteenth century — Kennett seemingly mistaken. No delegate officer 
allowed to proceed to a final decree in bis court or chapter, without first con- 
sulting the diocesan. Inhibitions innumerable against rural oeanfl and chapters 
interfering in matrimonial and other grave matters of ecclesiastical cognizance, 
in the thirteenth, fourteenth, and subsequent centuries — Thomassin and Kennett 
referred to 81 — 86 

Chap. IX. — Beneficiary Matters. 

Trials for the right of advowson, and the possession of benefices, committed to ruri- 
ocranal cbaptet- courts — inquisitions into the last turn of presentation, Ac. 
Meath canons quoted — Dr. Field. Inquisitional abuses corrected by Archbishop 
Peckham — inquisitions ordered to be held in lull chapter — penalties on disobe- 
dient ocanfl ratal. Ambulatory courts- CCbtiStfan, under bean* rural, appointed 
by the Rouen councils for the recognition of churches whose jui patronatAi 
was under dispute. Inquiniiona EccUiiarum negligently prosecuted in Nor- 
mandy by beans rural. Dr. Kennett's suggestions on this head to Bishop 
Gardiner — Convocational proceedings under Queen Anne .... 87 — 91 
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Chap. X. — Valores Beneficiorum. 

Valore* of appropriate benefice! preparatory to the ordination of vicarages, and 
general valuations of all church property for assessing papal and royal taxes, 
were worked out in rural chapters'. Appropriation originated vicarages — 
inquisitional process for their endowment, carried forward in chapters under 
episcopal sanction- An example cited. Valor Benejiciarum defined — first in- 
stituted in the thirteenth century. Previous assessments made not on oath, but 
by common estimation — an example quoted. Method of compiling the Valor 
of hccliv. by rural Brans and cfjapifrs, described from the Annals of Burton. 

92—97 
Chap. XI. — Examination of Scholars educated in Parochial Seminaries. 

The rural capttula of Normandy constituted courts of examination to ascertain the 
qualifications of the parochial youth under public instruction in each ocaitrn 'and 
to select from among them the fittest of the candidates for holy orders to be 
advanced in the higher branches of scholastic knowledge — the council of Rouen 
cited. Scans rural visitors of seminaries of education in Germany . . 98 — 100 

Sect. III. — Concluding Remarks on Kural Chapters — their Dec*? and 
Dissolution, more particularly in England. 

Some of the duties allotted to Deans rural and their chapters rather occasional 
employments than powers of right. Scans rural rather usurpers of the privi- 
leges of others than deprived of their own. Kennett's defence of their judicial 
character — Thomassin's account of it, at its zenith and decay. Decline of rural 
cap [tula in England more particularly — intrusion of archdeacons into them by 
command of Otho. Kennett's account of their abrogation — Whitaker's — 
Thomassin's. Stcanal chapters continued in many dioceses of Germany. 

101—108 

Sect. IV. — Suggestions for the Re-organization of Kurt-Decanal Associations. 

The institution of rural associations of the clergy most desirable at the present time 
—to be holden quarterly under the Deans rural, and to exercise voluntary juris- 
diction alone. Examples, foreign and domestic, of their beneficial influence on 
the well-being of the church. Alterbury's opinion of their utility. They may 
be revived at any time ; having sunk from mere negligence. Church ZHnfon 
Societies may he made niri-otcanal as well as diocesan — those of the dioceses 
of Saint David's, Salisbury, and Oxford, referred to. Hints for the improvement 
and extension of the economy of Cbureh Virion -Societies . . . 109 — 119 
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PART VI. - mt aulfae anil Htutbal of t{ic ©ffirt. 

Sect. I. — The Decline of Beans Stutal, more particularly in England. 

The dedine of ruri-Stranal jurisdiction in England more marked than on the conti- 
nent. Spelmsn's notice of the decayed state of the office in his time — the same 
remarked by Somner — Cousins — Mocfcet — Zonch — Qodolphin — Inett — Kennett 
— Whitaker — Atterbnry — Nelson — Brett — and Blackstone. The present state 

of the office, mt to jurisdiction 120—127 

Sect. II. — Conciliar Decrees for the Revival of Brans Aural. 

Efforts made to sustain the office of bran rural in many European churches — coun- 
cils cited. Trentine decrees — Acqui — Rheims — Salzburg — Milan. White 
Kennett 'b opinion shewn to be erroneous respecting Italian Deans rural — decree 
of the council of Toulouse. Modern condition of the office in France — its con- 
stitution much the same as in England, bat better kept np — extracts from 
H. L. de Hericonrt's LoUe EccleAutiqtiet de France — Richard's Analysis of 
the Councils. State of the office in Spain. Russian Qiaos rural, or VUgO- 
rprunU — the constitution of then- order under Platon. 

Ifturt-Deranal polity of England. Efforts to revive bran* rural in England under 
Henry VIII. and Edward VI. Reformatio Lrgum Ecctetiarticarum. Endea- 
vours under Elizabeth, A.D. kdlxii. — mdliii. — Keunett'a and Atterbury's 
remarks thereon. Prophesying* proposed at the Hampton-Court Conference, 
under James I. — rejected by the King. Bishop Bedell's revival of brans rural 
in the diocese of Kilmore in Ireland.- Charles the Second's Declaration. Con- 
vocational proceedings under Queen Anne 128 — 161 

Sect. III. — Suggestions, Public and Private, for the Establishment of a 
J&utal Spurrfe-Belicr in the Beam-it* of England. 

Suggestions of individuals for the revival of church-discipline, by the appointment of 
secondary ecclesiastical officers. Address of Martin Bucer to Edward VI. Pro- 
posal of John Rogers, the proto- martyr, under Queen Mary. Unition of cures 
mggested by the archbishop of Canterbury. Prophesying* — their probable 
effect — Holinshed's opinion of them. Projected union of prophesyings with 

D.g,t,zed by GoOgle 



betanal conventions. Decay of discipline. Sir Nicholas Bacon's suggestion, in 
his speech to the Parliament Bishop Freak's proposal. Brans ratal recom- 
mended by Bishop Hall. Archbishop Usher's modification of episcopal govern- 
ment — Short's sketch of the primate's proposal — Dr. Bernard's Tractate on the 
subject— remarks on the archbishop's plan, by the author, Dr. Parr, and Dr. 
Brett Bishop Kennett's Letter on titans ratal to Bishop Gardiner of Lincoln. 
Extracts from Dr. Brett's Account of Church Government and Governours — 
from Seeker's Fifth Charge — from Archdeacon Bayley, and others . . 162—182 

Sect. IV. — Conclusion. 

Recapitulation of the origin and spread of titans) rural in the East and West Then- 
decay in Great Britain much to be regretted. Want of local otofnatirS and 
parochial visitation generally confessed. Atterbnry's earnest appeal for the 
restoration of ratal Draws and chapters — the same strongly urged by the author of 

A Humble Proposal for Parochial Reformation, and by the Editor . . 183 — 191 

flnutttOii. 

Part I. — Continental Document* 200 — 344 

II. — English Documents 345 — 475 

III. — Scotch Documents 476 

IV.— JEtisp Doturatntt . 476—483 
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SECTION L 




Summary View of the titles applied to the Benit -Rural : The 
relativi Antiquity op tbs most appropriatb Vftltft. 

§ANY have been the names and titles of the .fe.spd™-" 
[ ratal bean, at different periods and places, if M n « r "flw£ or ' 
j we may believe gloffariographers, and admit, LtX'^St^ ■ 
; his appellatives, all that conjecture has ffi™' 
collected in their columns. But of thefe, fome do not a^a^mul 
pertain to the bean at all ; others are of local and partial £"«,*?*«£!*" 
application : — two only can be called his rightful pro- £!£(££. PPOto " 
perty; viz. gCtc^fprtsbgut ', with its fynonymes, derived 
from preshyteral primacy ; and Betanus*, from a prefi. 
dency over ten, either perfons or places. 

(') * Quemadmodum inter epijcopos epifcoporum primus. Jive anti Am. Barboli de 
qitffimu*, did co-pit archiepifcopw, tt inter diactmoi primus, five cateri* Digsiiaiilut, 
antiquior, dictu* eft, arcMdiaconui, ila primal prabgterorum attjjl- «»P- T, P-M- 
fitfbgtrt vacatur, quafx pretbyterorum primus. Jive prafectut." 

(*) " Bt(itio» mean/ m qvddjintdtfiMpTtrptfdi." A«gimn.*jfo- 
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£55"ti££h. The form er is the more ancient title, being that by 
^vm'.pSTi w hi cn ecclefiaftic fctans of all kinds, whether utftrtreal, 
^Sr"* 1 ?™' ut & an > or f«tal, have been generally known in the records 

of the church from their firft creation, and are ftill 

designated in the writings of canonifts. 
Tnb a Though of Greek extraction, the term atrJbfpmbfittr 



FtetLL.ii. is of Latin origination and application; the oriental 
church employing the lefs imperious ftyle of npoTo- 



i.p.asi. 



deS.O. 



:.ii.p.2ia. npEiBYTEPOi ', npoToiBPBTa and fubfequently 



jS5.CC.iW hi. (') So Arfacius, who fucceeded Chryfoftom in the bifhopric of 
doL "•"■ Conftantiiiople, is ftyled (tn Actu fynodi ad Quercum, A.D. ccccm.) 
Sacr. Pirtiv. ' nPOTOIIPE2BTfTEPOZ and Martyriua TrpBToiiajuiiios. But, iiiafmnch aa 
wii sw i St " Stephen ia called, in the Greek Mendogy, protodeucon and arch- 

c is. p. 323. ' deacon, and the Uirpoi r)s nPOTOHPEXBTTEPOr *W ir ' ATf.e^iO'Sptia 

mfi. Etxl iMKkurimt nt Socrates is the Identical arr&prirtt, Peter of Sozomen— 
p. ML * XIt htrrriacre Bto^iAof to* tot* APXIPnEXBITTEPON, x.t.K — the famenefi of 
d-uat. ad H. R. the refpective offices is fhewn under the diverfity of title. (See Gminr. 
Soer«. Ik. ci t jjr 0?rfeturffi Cent- T _ eap . VI1 _ p _ 735 . & ^^fl^ per/e7uinH».) And 
Gpar, is his verfion of the Euckalogium, invariably tranflatee QPOVO- 
ni*EZBYTEPOZ by arrfctprrSlqjUt. 

Valeiius, the learned editor of Socrates, however, confiden the terms 

arrljpnwt and protopritpt not convertible: for feveral arc&prtabBtm 

occur in particular churches, he fays ; but never more than one prcto- 

pMftgttt: — arr&jwni&jrtMfl again, in villages and towns, fneoeflan 

of the tjjottpUropt, but ptotopTtrfiotm only » «»*»«« I whence, in die 

Jacob! Gosr. Euchology of Goal, OPOTOnPEZBTTEPOZ nfc noAnui- And yet, let 

Gracwvp. 287. me obferve, the npQTonAIIAAEZ of Balfamon ad Can. viii. An&och 

B«™™g- S S™^- have to do with the country ; anfwering to the nptoffirripms toTs /*) 

X^p"* itpaiTtiiovvt of Ariftenua on the fame canon : and Suicer fays of 

ZJisiW. fireii/. the protopapa, that he clearly is " wijjrinju* jir«igd*v, vxlf&nl atcfit- 

■70. tar. yitflhutrt fcaiiirorw/i," And, more to the point, it will he hereafter 

wtmrmrmt- feen, in a pafTage cited from the tomes of the councils (Manfi Supplement, 

ad SS.CC. Tom. v i, col 352^, tfiat. the tide of ptManr»hgttt is applied 

to the Dtan-rutal in the council of Reuffea of the yeai mmch. Tit re. 
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umi' — -in harmony with their early nomenclature, 
which gave to the archdeacon of the eaft the title of 
*pa>rn$taKovos — diftinctions ftill obferved in the lame King-. am* 
church in the orders of ptoto*j)ierrn or proiapopr, andudiis.Add.' 
protodeacon. 

IfcatopttsfmtEr, however, being a title of mere prece- * 
dency, is not fo appropriate to our weftern bean as 
artfriptHfrptrr, which implies governing power and autho- 
rity in addition to bare rank ; though, in the Greek 
church, the two names are evidently ufed fynonymoufly, 
the AFxrarEXBTTCPOZ of Sozomen being the nporoiiFEZHir- s™m»ilh:b. 
tefoz of Socrates. See Morifan. de Brotopapfs Diatriba. i s*i." soer* 
cap. Ui. p. 4,0, feqq. p-m. 

Applied to the chief fpiritual officer under the bifhop 
in matrici ecctefi& % , the Greek terms appear, for the firft 
time, in the church-hiftory of the fifth century; the 
Latin title atcfifpttsbster (for we have no inftance of nroto- 
pw»6^MtT in that language— at leaft, none of ancient 



(') When the presbyters of the Greek church began to be called Mait&n. it 
*u**i~pap<e, papada, or pupates, the ptotopmantert became protc- JVi^jSi 
pap*- — a title which ocean for the firft tune, I believe, in Scyliteee; c.r?.p.ss. 
who mentions Stylian as a ptatopapait (circiter A.D. dcccc-lxih). On 
the word papas, Jet Morifan. cap. iv. — It feems that wdnroc fignified 
epifcoput, and yraarat preebyter — " at paulatim definere inter rpijeopot 
id ftomen aepii, ita rircamflexd prommciatione, elatum crtvit deinde 
inter pretbyUrae," fays the author of the Diatribe on ptotopopts. 

(") " Matrix eeelrfia proprie ea dictbahtr in quA epifcoput ipfi cum Sufcer. T. E. 
prttbjflerio Jiia, quod tame capitulum canonicorum auAtur, refidebat, J™M™ L - 3al * 
cathedral** liodie vacatur." In the Latin councils it ii varionfly called, 
cathedra — matrix cathedra — cmtaienfu ecelefia: — in the Greek, 
funpauuv — Mupttaim -rift ttoA«b(. From which laft terra, xBpiaxir (" the Care'a Primi- 
Lotw'e Htafr, becaafe erected not to maa, but to the honour of our ^ c *'^'*" 
Lord and Saviour") is derived the 80*011 itptifc, the Scotch Xgftt, p. 133. 
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4 Nunc ano CttU. [Part I. 

date) occurs a century earlier, in an epifUe of St. Je- 

Wt—i." - rome, (A.D. ccclxxviii.) " Singult ecclejiarum epifcopi, 

drarnod. Jinguli atr&(prwbptfrf, Jinguli archidiaconi, et omttis ordo 

ecclefiajiictts fids rectoribus niUtur:" — and in the tomes 

of the councils, for the firft time, in the feventeenth 

canon of the fourth council of Carthage, (A, D. cccxcviii.) 

SJSiti'Mfc — " W epi/copus gubemattonem viduarum, et pupiUorum, 

CaM - ac peregrinorum, non per Jeipjutn, Jed per artfcfpttsbp« 

terum, aid per archidiaconum agat" 

Thefe are the earlieft notices I have met with of the 

title of arcbprfrst in the Chriftian church ; unlefs, indeed, 

the Latin verflon of the Arabic canons of the council of 

S j£M.'Zi"' Nice, (A.D. cccxxv.) (deemed by Baronius, Hartman, 

ckZiLi!£vas. Du Pin, Bifliop Beveridge, Johnfon, Van Efpen, and 

H^tSS^'tBo- otners » a fpurious and fuppofititious augmentation of the 

ehi.T.Ti.p.334. authentic code of this cecumenic fynod') be admiflible 

authority for a higher antiquity ; in the fifty-feventh 

canon of which occurs the following paffage — " ^roto- 



Pandect. Cam*, and Englim CEburrh. " Cum autetn," faya Beveridge (drawing from 
inCC. Cora. the title a mod important and reafonable inference), " htxc communis 
f**jr- p-178. fuerit majoribiu noflrit eccUfia cujuslibet tempHve denominOiio, veri 
nobit fimiUimum videtur, prima ChrifHana religionU fetnina a Grrecit 
Sic dijperfa fuijfe. Neque enim extftimandum eft, quid LaHm Grascum 
nomen eceUfiie imponerent." 
"fcaciaOa HI- (i) After noticing the objections to their authenticity, Van Efpen 
ad Con. Cok. concludes, "!dt aUiJque argument** perfiiafum eft hod& erudita omnt- 
u " * BC * 1T ' ^ H *' •* Nic&nd fyrtodo 20 dunlaxht canonet, qui et vnlgd Jub tju* no- 
mine kguntur,edUoM Juiffe : rtjecti* ut fuppqfttat SO canonibat Arabidi 
h Turriano editi* ; et ait Abrahamo Ecchelenfi Maronitd Jynadi Ni- 
crenie vindicate ; quos per errorem et ipfi Roman* correctore* pro verb 
agnooerunt in noti* ad can. 12. diji. 16." Dr. Orier fayi, in hi* vulu- 
RpUtmi •/ CC. able epitome, the number of the Nicene Canon* never exceeded twenty ; 
although Tnrrian enumerates no fewer than eighty. 
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papa verd, id eft, art&fprtsfcgtrr quogue honoretur in ab- ss.cc.t»w 
fenUd epi/copi tanquam cpi/copus, quia eft loco ejus, et nuftr. Tom. i 
caput Jaci 
ckfiA &c." 

In accordance with the above authorities, .Tablonlki 
affigns the origin of the order to the fourth century, and 
fo alfo Moftieim. See the former's Inftitutiones Hi- 
Jioria Ckr\ftiantE, Tom. i. p. 99, and the hitter's Eccle- 
Jtqftical Hiftory, Vol. i. p. 357. Machine's Tranjlation. 

At all events, we have evidence of the ufe of the title 
in queftion many centuries before that of bttatms — 
"decern presbyteris prmlatus,-" — for the latter is not * 
found, in application to Spiritual church-governors, till <** * 
the reign of Charlemagne, in a constitution of which 
fuppofed date it will be prefently mentioned, and in a 
rule of Hincmar's capitula addreAed to his archdeacons, Hi»cnMii<**n>, 
{AD. dccclxxvui) : — and fubfequently to the former, 
but antecedently to the latter date, in the Decreia of 
Pope Eugene II., the fixth canon of which enacts 1 , 
" Nullus in brtanum vel archidiaconum, nift diaconus vel ^Sj 1 *"-™- 
presbyter, ordinetur. Qui Ji ordinari contempferint, ho- 
norejii/cepto priventur." 

The author of the treadle de Beneficiis Ecclefiajiicis, 
published at Paris in 1734, is miftaken, when he affirms 
(Vol.1, p. 85) that the title of Drtanus is feen for the 
firft time in the council of Clermont, can. 3. (A.D. hxcv.) 

(') The SS. CC/parfim repeat this canon; and a 
mar, held under the archbUhop of Tours (J.D. hccliii), enforces it in ' 
the cafe of Deans rural by name. " Can. v. De orcbidiaconu, arrhf- 
BXttbjjttriS, et Qtranfa rural ibu* ad ordina promovendu." See Van 
Efpen de state tt qualitate benefimandoTum, in Jut. EccUt. Unto. P. n. 
Tit- in. cap. 1. pp. 469, (eqq. 
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In the age of Charlemagne it firft appears : and we 
look in vain for it in church-records of earlier date. 
Not that I am ignorant that the title ieK&iapxps 

Lib.Ti.cwv. (decanus) occurs in the Ecclefiaftical Hiftory of Eva- 
grius in the Jlxth century, Si-rrw? it nj twv in MapTvpom&u 

ss.cc. Tom.Ti. SeKaiapx<^v, k.t.K: nor that we have**Petrus in Chri/ii 
nomine decanus &c", as the laft of the fuhfcriptions to 
the fifth council of Toledo (A.D. dcxxxvi). The former 
example has nothing to do with church-economy ; and, 
as to the latter, I am inclined to think that the mar- 
ginal reading of " diaconus" mould be fubftituted ; and 
I would extend the fame emendation to the fignature 

3jii/a.coLisM. of " Clemens decanus Ike", fubferihed to the feventh 
council of the fame place (A.D. dcxlvi). 

Hetfpon. a To the council of Rouen in France I have elfewhere 

L.imt». referred for the title, as borne by laical perfons, con- 
nected with the church-police of that country, not dif- 
fimilar to our modern church-reeves, guardians, or 

ss.ee. Tom. wardens (circiter A.D. dcl) : "Can. xv. ut tecanf m . 

Vl1- civitatibus et in vicis publiris viri veraces et deum /*- 

mentes conjlituantur &c." And I here add St. Jerome, 

Hd5;*2? Epiji.xxii. (A.D.cccc); St. Auguftin. de Mor. Eccl. 

e.vi.p.14*. l_ t> c> jxx,, ^.j>. ccccx) ; Cafllan. de Inft. Man. L. rv. 

eoL28.'floT' ' c. vii. (A.T>. ccccxl) ; St. Benedict (A.D. dxx) ; and the 
capitula of Charlemagne, de btranfs et prtepqfitis &c. 
(A.D. dcclxxxix); for early inftances of its ufe in mo- 
nastic polity. 
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SECTION II. 

*(CtlipKSbi!tM .-DIFFERENT KINDS OP fttCbf HffcgtfM. 



1ITHOUT entering into the queftion, whe- 
'. ther the artfifpMsbgtn ("fummus presbyter," ^T^"' 
; Honorii G.A. cap. lxxxii. de Sacerdotibus, ^n^d'^'b. 
wm*wmm " the Head-presbyter," Gibfon Corf. /. E. A. VS£r£i. 
Tit. vin. cap. ii.) was neceflarily the fenior presbyter, — w " '* ** 2, 
feniority in thofe priftine days being dependent on irpw- 
ToiAi^ria, and not irpoveveoVa, priority of ordination, and 
not of birth, when found difunited*, — or at what time 
fuch a cuftom, feemingly long dominant in the weftern 
church, (though Boehmer is inclined to doubt its having 



(') A very early council of Roams enacts (A.D. dcxxi.) Can. xis. 8B.CC.1wm.vi, 

" Ut in parochiU nuU.ua laicorum attbtptCjiODttr pnepontUur : fid**- 1 * 9 *- 

qui fenior in ipfu ejfe debet, clencui ordinttwr. From which it would 

appear that laics had been in the habit of ufurping this title, — fome 

civil power, perhaps, being attached to it : at leafl, the words " Qui 

fenior in ipfis ejfe debet," would rather indicate it. " Pax enim ilia 

fenior jam turn dominum jignificabat," fays Thomaflin. Tom. I. p. 224. 

And fnch Teems to be the interpretation put upon this canon by the 

author of a modern work " de Chriftianm ecclrfim prima, media, et AlexUAoralll 

■noviffima tetatis politid;" who writes " cum /tec vi. intunU tilts altuilp.'llj. 

(srcbipresbsUrie) demandari ctepiffit cura turn parteciarum urbii, turn 

ruralium, pauUatim eorum potefttu paterc carpit, eo ut ah ipjit opti- 

matibuji mumu illud fummopere optari, ac quandaque ufitrpari aepe- 

rit, prajirtim in GaBiU." 

" Presbyters 
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ever prevailed, Jur. Eccl. Proiejiant. L. i. T. hit. §. xlix. ) 
yielded to the higher claims and more juft pretentions 
of perfonal merit 1 , which had early obtained the pre- 
ference and headftrip in the eaft ; — it will fuffice for the 
purpofes of our pTefent inquiry, that arrfiprftsts, to what 
caufe foever owing their primary advancement, were, in 
the fixth century*, of two kinds,-- <atfubral or urban, 
and fat'ran or rural, — and have fo continued to the pre- 
fent day. 
Dts-mriiEe- " IStrbanf dicuntur" in the words of Duarenus, " qui 
rifcacBtM- in urbe et in majore eccleftd officio Juo fimguntur. Cum 
V™. '"' enim epjjcopus propter ■ abfentiam forth vel occupationes 
Juas, non pojjit omnia epifcopi munia vel Joins, vel unit 
cum presbyteris obire,Jed curasjuas cum eis partiri ne- 
ceffe habeal; utilius vijum eft ex presbyteris unum cesteris 
preeponere, qui ea qum ad prtsbyterorum officium perti- 
nent, partim ipje exequatur, partim aliis Jacienda pra- 
Jcribat ; quitm omnibus Jimitl presbyteris id committere, 
ne contentio aliqua inter ipfos ex communione adminiftra- 
t'ionis oriretur . . &rc&fprtsbpttri bfcanf nullum 



Obftrcatiom tm " Presbyters were fo called," fays BiiTiop Burnet, " not from their 

cEm^r a ff e > M fll *y were men ' but *""" the B ? e of their c * ttifi «"»'ty-*' " w>- 

Thtf.Rcci.Jow. men eft non tetati*" (fcil. nptv&vrspot) in Suicer's words, "fed officii et 
u.eoi.825. dignitatis." It is a remark of the learned Selden, in explanation of the 

titles of fenioret, presbyteri, &c, that the fame latitude was extended to 
Dt Santd. Ft- thefe terms when ufed in lay-polity ; " apud Anglo* anliquitju voca- 
"i^vcoLi 120 bantur eldermen feu aldermen, quafi fenioret, non propter JenechUem, 
fo). edit cum quidam adolcfcenta ejfeni,ftd propter fapientiam." 

(') " *upip«*bi)trr," fays Valefius, " nomen honoris eft, non vetuf- 

tatit. Epifcopi enim ex prubyterorum collegia eag quot veUent atchf- 
•se. v. p. n-a. pt(«bg|rt0« eligebant, ut docet LiberatuB in Breviario, cap. xiv," 
RtchuiLAna- (') " Sexto circiter fteculo, diJHncta fuere arcfjipwebpUrQirum ge- 
&/ro "Tii" nera duo < ** aliut n«biptrtbsttr utbanufl ejfet, turali* alius." 
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in urbe potejlatem, nullum mmijlerium habent, Jed in 
mqjoribus celebrioribufque pagis conftituuntur. Ac Jin- 
gulis, prater eccleficE propria curaltonem, certarum eccle- 
Jiarum, certorumque presbyterorum, qui videlicet per 
ntinores titulos habitant, in/pectio, obfervatioque commit- 
titur." See alfo Morin. de Sacris Ordinationibus Pars in. 
Exercit, xvi. cap. n. 2, 3. p. 215. Boehmer. Jus Eccle- 
Jiafi. Proteftemt. Tom. I. L. I. Tit xxiv. pp. 582-3. and 
Morifau. de $rotapapfs cap. vn. p. 104. where the two- 
fold diftinction is extended to the Greek as well as the 
Latin church : — " quemadmodum in occidentali ecclefid inura* d, 
artifprwiBttrormn duo genera erant, quorum alii quidem, m^io*^' 
quos nrbanos dicebant, cathedratibvs ecclefiis incardinati SS*. 
ejent; alii verd, quos rnrales, ntstftos, formats, paganos, or^'"^ 
bftanos cognominabant, pagorum presbyteris, pofi fub~ 
latum prcefertim tt/um rfjortpfsropotum, ita mandato epi- 
Jcopi prwejfent, utptebis capita, parockique confiitueren- 
fur: haudjecus in ecclefid Graxd, prater cathedralium 
protopapas, feu primos pojl epifcopum in ecclefid cathe- 
dral presbyteros, innumeri occurrunt locorum protopaptt, 
etplebium mxitmtt." 

The diftinction, here made, is the popular one, ge- Parochial a*h- 
nerally received ; but Bifhop Kennett's is fomewhat vim.' 
different ; — though he refers to Duarenus as his autho- 
rity. Severing altogether the catfietrral art&fprrsbgttrf 
from the titans rural of bis interefting epifode, the paro- 
chial antiquary fays of the latter, " Thefe Deans were 
constituted over a certain number of churches within a 
large city, and were then called bccanf urbani and bicanf ; 
or elfe over the like extent of country churches, and 
were then ftrictly called trttant rnialw." Gibfon, too, cm./. e.a. 
applies urban! in the fame limited fenfe, to the exclusion miL "- c - v,n 
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of catfjrtiral taans, but blcanf he ufes as a fynonyme of 
rata Its *. 

Upon this view, the reader will perceive that urban 
and bftan Beans were merely ratal Beans*, fet over 

v«o Efpon Jut. (') A further diftinetion between rattieotn! or urfcuflt bant, and 
p°$%uxri: »can«-tuial or Decant CbrUtunutad*, is derived from the faperior rank 
cmp. ii. p.58. ofthe former — " fltt&fpref&Dtcrt rutaleB nullum dignitatem, fed merum 
offirium habere cm/enter; ac in omnibut Ju.it functionihus ab inftruc- 
tionSmt epifcoporum dependent ; arcfjipmh ntttaftw vera eattjtDtalifi vera 
eft dtgnita* ; mumaque de jure vel confuetudine annexa, jure digni- 
tatis, id ej% jure ordinary) Jicuti archidiaconi habent ; ideoque nee pro 
arbitrio epifcoporum tolli aut diminui pqffinL" 

In Lei Loir Kcclffiafliquet de France, we find the following particularities 

of duty lpecified as belonging to the arch (5 cert e» ofthe Oallican church. 

let Loi* BeeUf. "Titre xnv. De I'office de rattfjtptettc. Dan* lefepiSme et done 

fJudZmVi* k neuvOme fieolet, lea fonction* de I'avcftnrtrtf bf rfjjlis* tatb&rale 

HsTfconrt. etoient de veiller fur lout lee cure* de la ville, qu'on apprlloit alort cardi- 

naux; de leurfaire obferver let ordonnancet de I'eviqve; d'offrir le 

faint facrifice en I'abfcnce de I'eveque aux jourt folemnelt ; d'entendre 

la canfejfion de lout let pretret, et de lew impofer det penitence*. (II 

v a encore det artbiptetm dant quelquet iglitet cataidratet, qui font 

I'qffiee, a certain* jourt, en I'abfcnce de I'foeque ,- mail qui n'ont aucune 

jurifdiction fur let cur it de la vUle rpifcopaie: on voit encore dant 

ttautrei diocefe* det caret qui ont le Hire D'atehtjirtrrfiS De la bide, 

aufquel* cette quality ne donne que quelquet marque* de diftinetion, Jan* 

aucune jurifdiction fur leurt confrere*. H,'«chiptetir Dr la bill* iloit 

foumit £ VarchidiacTe.) 

" Le* arcbiprctiM Dt Is campagne, qu'on appetle communement DonrttB 
tnraui, doivent veiller non-feulement fur lea peuplet, mat* encore fur la 
conduits det caret qui font dan* titendue du Doneniw ; faire obferver 
exactement la di/cipline ecdefxaftique, et rendre un compte Jidele a 
I'eveque de tout ce qui fi pqffe." 

AnHq. tf Can- (*) So Somner nnderftands and applies the title : — " It IB- 

< "l75 V ' P '" auuuB mat I fpeak fomewhat of the bean, an ecdefiaftical officer fet to 
over-fee a certain number of parishes, among ft which are tbofe of oar 
city, and a Decenary member in the ecdefiaftical or fpiritual government 
of the fame. We call him a rural bean." 
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parochial churches and their incumbents, in urbe or in 
vico, diftinct from tatfirtiral trians, whofe prefidency was 
only over perfons. But I prefer the popular notion of 

Bilhop Atterbury (no very high authority in thefe mat- 

ters) becaufe it is fupported by the Summa Sitveftrina cs™«?7w- 
fol. xsxix. (which makes the " arthfprtsbBtn clbftatrnsfs" "**' 7 
the fame as " S. mlrstte rat&ttrratfs, qui alio nomine 
dicitur btcanns,") and by fuch learned canonifts as Car- 
dinal Hoftienfls, Panormitan, Lyndwood, Auguitin Bar- 
bofa, Ferro Manrrique, Gakanetti, Van Efpen, Molanus, 
and others, as well as the above cited author de Sacris 
Ecclefia Mini/ieriis ac Benefiriis. 

To quote only a few : — " Eft autem duplex art&iprts- *|g*"»^ ) 
tpter," writes Auguftin Barbbfa, " units urbanus, et alius <j*f m a t KU * 
rutaUs feu fotantus : urbanus eft qui in urbe degens dig- p.«. 
nitati preeejl cathedrali, vel collegiatd ecclefid; rutalts 
verd, vel fotantus, qui rtfri ecelejue prceeji parochiali, feu 

plebanus et hie proprie videtur diet becanti* .... 

non quod neceffarid decern praeffe debeat, fed quia factd 
tranjlatione a perfectione denarii numeri "btWKV&folet ap- 
pellari omnis ille, qui alicujus ordinis primus, et pracipuus 
eft" De arrfjtpresbptero cap. vi. (Lugduni mdcxxxiv.) 

" 3tttbifXKb)}ttTt funt in duplici differentia? fays Ferro d. m. p. M« r - 
Manrrique, " alii namque dicuntur rf bftatEiissts .... alii anta* ei i**- 

autem rutatrs, feu pUbanf artfjfpwsbgttr rnralis tu&>h*: 

feu plebanus foliciludinem pltbanfee fua, tarn in rufticos, p.M.i. 
quamfacerdotes in divinis et vita circumfpectione gerant." 
See Panormitan. Tom. n. p. 73 ; Hoftienfls Tom. i. fol. 
cxix. ; Galzanettus de Jure publico, L. in. Tit. xxn. ; de 
gtrcftiprrsbsttrfg el Decanfs, pp. 230, 231 ; Van Efpen 
I. E. V., Part i. Tit. vi. de Brtanis ffibrisstfanftatf s, p. 29. ; 
et Tit. xii. cap. n. p. 56. ; Joannes de Deo Pamilential. 
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Hoiuk & ca. cap. xi. Molanus, having noticed the arcjjiprtsbgterf 

e. Tin. p. is7. rfbfta ttnges, fubjoins " reUqui verb pafiores paftorum uji- 

tate diet folent ttecanf ruralts, vel btcanf ©ftrfotianftalfs : 

/erf Aorf# art&fpresbrjteri Jwarum reg'umum diet malunt." 

" To fpeake in the phrafe of the prefent age," fays the 

I g£lP&*t m fcrupulous paftor of Great Budworth, " the urban we 

p-+*- may call tntbtutall titans; the bfcan, brants rutall." See 

alfo Downame's Defence of his Confecration Sermon, 

L. i. chap. 8. p. 168-9. and, for the fourfold divifion of 

beans according to the Ecclefiaftical Law of England, 

fee Burn's E.L. Vol. ii. p. 75. Btans and (ff&aptrre. 

From thefe brief, but fufficient definitions and expla- 
nations of arrbfpresbjmtal duties, the reader will under- 
ftaiid, in limine, their diftinction, nature, and character: 
though our prefent bufinefs is only with the titles of the 
office, not with its duties. Of the firft here defined, the 
urban or car&ebral arebpritst — his origin and office — it is 
foreign to my purpofe to lay any thing, otherwife than 
as fharing, with his more humble namefake, the title of 
art&fp«sbpttt and trrtanus, or affimilating, in fome of his 
functions, with his bfcan reprefentative. His particular 
duties in the primitive church, localized in an epifcopal 
/>«»*<. pun. city, we learn from a letter of Ifidore 1 , bifhop of Seville, 
d> Etti&Qffte. to Ludifred, bifhop of Corduba,(^.i>. dxcv .) — incorporated 
in the canons of the council of Toledo, (A.D. dcxxxiii.) 
— from a decretal of Pope Leo IV. (A.D. dcccl.), and 

(') Gratian refers to Ifidore and the council of Toledo as his autho- 
rities ; bat I find no fuch paflage in the letter of the bifhop of Seville, 
nor in any council of Toledo. There is no notice whatever of the 
aithptrnbottt in the letter to the bifhop of Corduba, pnblifhed in the 
88. CC. Tom. vn. col. 434, feqq. See Balnzii Note ad Gra&anum, 
D ."25. c 1., ad calcem Antonii Angndini Dialog. &c. lib. n. p- 456. 



Digitized by G00gle 



Sbct. II.] anbipr«»sttt. 13 

other later fources 1 : — and thofe of the bfcan or rural 

art&ptfESt, exercifed " per minores titulos *," over the Dm***. ft* 



learn from a canon of the council of Pavia, (A. D. dcccl.) 

— recited wrcAef e), and confirmed by a council of Rome, a™, tw. 

otherwife called of Ravenna, (A.D. dccoctv.)— of which cStWm.' 

eoL70fl, 

more anon. 

Nearly three centuries before the council of Pavia, 
Mean atctptesbptets are recorded in the nineteenth 
canon of the council of Tours, (A.D. dlxvti.)— the ear- aa.caum.n. 
lieft notice *, perhaps, of theje functionaries extant : for 
they are certainly not fo ancient as lat&tlrral beans; 
infomuch as fixed parilh priefts were of much later infti- 
tution than the college of presbyters, and confequently 

(') See Dettflcio Decani CC.M.B. etB. Tom. i. pp. 497—499. and 
more fully pp. 535 and 741 — for the duties of the cathrtral Htm in Eng- 
land. The Utter references Hate the ufages of the churches of Lincoln 
and Saram, the former thofe of Lichfield. — For continental ufages, 
fee Boehmer. Jut Ecclef. ProteJL Lib. i. Tit xxrv. § L. and Coxvin. de 
per/on. et bene/ic. ecclef. Lib. i. Tit xt. n. «. The fttgttsttum j&wctf 
©fimundf, a valuable JK&- lately tranferibed, under the aufpices, and 
at the coll, of Bifliop Burgefs of Sarum, is fall on the fubject of the 
catbrttal Qean's duties. See foL 1, 2, 3, 4. 

(*) The tUuU were the fmaller churches; fo called from this cbcum- MmIkIb'i 
fiance, that the presbyters, who officiated in them, were called by the f *■ c ^"- 
names of the places where they were erected, i.e. received titles, which Vol. i. noto a. 
fixed them to thofe particular cures. 

(*) Whether the following canon of the fecond council of Bracara, the ASLCC.Tom.vi. 
metropolis of Gallicda. (A.D. dlkii.) refer to urtati or liUait orrfjpttesstfl, •*■"• 
or both, I leave to the reader to determine; — probably to the former 
only : — " vi. Item placu.it, vt de rebut ecck/ut/Hcu tret aqua fiant 
potHone* ; id eft, epifcopi una, alia derieontm, tertia m reparation* vel 
in himinarUe ecclefim : de qud parte fioe 8fCfjfpt»D£ttt,,/Ctv orchidia- 
eamu, ittam admin^trant, tpifcopo facial ratianem." 
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the rulers of the former, than thofe of the latter. How- 
ever, that aubptrtiigurs were diftributed in rural diftricts 
in the fixth century,' is clear from the writings of Gre- 
gory, bifhop of Tours, who died before its clofe". We 
jifir«.i*i.tnu there find the following notices of them. " Sttjjfjnts- 
DtGfr.<k*fyp. bgttt parochial Nemaufenjis, &c." " fttctfeftf&gtn qui 
ru.Pit.c.9. tunc locum ilium regebat, &c." "Cum arrbtyrKbptrt loci 
Eulalius clerical cotwiviis invilAJet, Edatius verd alius 
presbyter vidtas ac pauperibus reliquis edulium praspa- 
raret, ftc." " arcfjfptesbptrr Mereenjis vici, &c." All 
which paflhges feem to indicate that nrrhpritita were 
localized in country parifhes, and invefted with a ge- 
neral fuperintendence of others adjoining, in addition 
to their own perfonal cures, or, at lead, with parochial 
rule and governance of other presbyters, in the fixth 
century. 



(') Gregory, bifhop of Toon, or, as he is often called, Georgiua Flo. 
renting Gregorius, waa bom at Auverguc, about the year dxuv., and 
died u Rome in the year dkcv. 
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SECTION in. 

BtrammJ — the identity of Beans ttural and fircfcprefltijiUriS Kintal. 

HE title of Betantw or Stan (for the pri- 
mary nullification of which, fee Suicex's oibiba (Uu 
Thefaurus Ecclefiajlxeus, in voce Acftaror, esp.vutp.wi. 
Tom. 1, col. 834.), whether applied to fecu- 
lar or ecclefiaftical office, has its origin in a preiidency 
over ten, either perfons or places. " Aekaboj & Sums," Qtym. at- 
according to Sir Henry Spelman, " in militid dictus eft, "*" 
qui decern precfmt militUmx; in numqfteriu, decern 
monachis ; in ecclefid mqjori, decern prtebendis ; in epi- 
Jbopatia diviftahe, decern c/ericis Jeu parochiis ; in cen- 
turiajive hundredi d\ftinctione, tttanixjuafodalibtts." 

The Utsn rural, with whom alone, of the many" here 
defined, we have any concern, was fo called becaufe he 
ufually had charge over ten country parishes and their p™;..™!. l. l 
clergy* : — " dicuntur ttttanf," Jays Lyndwood, " ed qudd taY.aSwJ 

__^_ rntdlti. 

(') The reader will be auiufed, and perhaps edified, with Ley's 
defcription of the different forts of tuattit (if he chance to poffeft the 
book) m " I}efe7\five Doubtt, Hopes and Reafatvt, for RefiifaU of the 
Oath, impofid by the Jixth canon of the late Jjptod," London, 1641. 
pp. 44, ftqq. " Firft of tuanrg," says the paiiox of Great Badwortb 
in Chethire — " The doubt is, What fctaw* are here meant — The rea- 
fan, Becaufe in the whole canon law there is no title of the degree of a 
otant (faith Azorins) &c. &c" 

(') But the fame latitude obtained in rural as in urban appointments, 
in refpect of numbers : for " nothing more common," in Fuller's words, mjivn 0/ Wai- 

" than «W***.»* 
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decern clericis (rectoribus ecclefiarum, Spelman. Gloffar. 
Archeeol. in voce) five parochiis prafint, fecundiim 



The identity of the office of the latter and of the 

totmtTQ axtiflitlts is clearly proved from the ancient 

con/iitution — heretofore erroneously attributed to the 

Hegin-ui. council of Agatha (A.D. dvi.), and by Rheginon, Bur- 

BorthHd.L.MJt. chard, and Gratian, admitted into their feveral compila- 

C. Xltl. p. SOS. . «.. ■•inn i 

B«u» n . i.du. tions, as one of its canons — wherein thefe functionaries 

L.C.L1IV. P.71, 

are enjoined under both titles, identified with each other, 
to attend at the church-door on penitential fervice at 
]?£*£*: ^" the commencement of Lent. The words of this confti- 
pwrtii Li. tution (which, as not being found in any of the canon* 
p. lis. of that council now extant, I have, on competent autho- 

rity, already ventured to appropriate to the time of 
Charles the Great— with the church-difcipline and titles 
of which period it harmonizes well, while it is at variance 
with thofe of the earlier date alluded to,) are thefe : — 
" Ubi adefe debent ttttant 1 , irf e/2, attfifpusbpterf parotfjfa- 
ram, cum tefiibus, id eji, presbyteris ptenitentium, qui 



" than to wean terms from their infant and original fenfe, and by cuflom 
to extend them to a larger fignification ; as titan afterwards plainly de- 
noted a fuperiour over others, whether fewer than ten, at the Jut preben- 
daries of Rochefter; or more, as the tAree-and-tiurty of Salisbury." 
See alio Dr. Nicholls's comment in Mant's Prayer Book, Introduction, 
p. iv in. in v. " every tjjan ;" and Augnftin Barbofa de Canon, et Dig- 
•nitat. c vi. p. 64. before quoted. 

(') "As the arrfjiptesoDtrti in latter tunes were called octant," fays 

CiX&n Dr. Downame, " urban or cathrbtsl DtanKi fo the presbyters of the cltie 

thl I *'is»/ P " (*P t *0' r "P e ' *& i"**K — ww. Xieocajar. c. 13. civitatenfet prabyteri— 

cone. Agaih. c' 22.) were in procefle of time called canonici and pre- 

bendarU, and the company of them, which had beene called pretby- 

terium, was termed capitulvm, in Englifli chapter." 
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eorum canverfationem ditigentbr in/picere debent &c." 
Their famenefs is farther eftablifhed by a paflage in the 
capitulary ofTouloufe (A.D. dcccxliii.), under Charles k»™iic4M*( 
the Bald, which fpeaks of the att&prfests as actually -H«ta.v. cm. 
constituted in their lKantfts — cap. in. " Statuant epifcopi 
loca convenientia per tetanias, ficut conjiituti funt arc&f- 
presbpteri &c."— by a canon of the fynod of Treves p.itoTertuiM- 
(A.D. dccccxlviii.), cited, with the latter to the lame"**"* p ' 
effect, by Father Rouviere, in his Hijiory of St. John's 
Monqftery at Rheims — " Srt&fnrtsbnterf, qui et bttatri 
rarales appellantur &c."— by the council of Clermont ss. cc. T™. 
(A.D. mxcv.), " ut nullus jit arcf)in«st)nwr, quod all- ££ni. 
cuW dicitur toetanui Ac." — by the councils of Tours **■ cc. Tom. 
(^.D. MCLxiri;), and of Rome (A.D. mclxxix.), " sBecanf ~a.TH.od. 
quidam vel artJfpMsbpteri ad agendas vices epifcopo- 
rum &c." — by a refcript of Pope Innocent III. {A.D. ftmua*. 
mccxiv.) — " Strtfifptisbnttrf, qui h pluribus tot rani mm- (Tsuii-cm 
cupantur &c." — by a fecond council of Treves (^.Z>. ity.Atcdat. 
mcccx.)— "Dnanf rarales ,/eu forensts arc&fpresbnterf &c." 
— and laftly, by a constitution of Pope Benedict XII. 5»i»" c™ca. 
{A.D. mcccxxxv.), "Atlanta ruralibus duntaxat exceptis, ss'cc. Tom. 
ytn m aliquibus regionibus artfifpresbmeri nominantur." "" *" 1 ' * 94 ' 

Upon thefe many averments, we may, aSTuredry, con- 
elude the identity of the artfitpwsbwKral and tatcanal 
charges : — upon which point, indeed, I mould have been 
. lefs full and particular ', bad not Mr. Johnfon, the 
learned and laborious translator of our Ecclefiqflic 



(')' As nearly all the evidence to be hereafter adduced refpecting the 
dntiea of thefe eceleliaftics is cited upon a full conviction that their office 
was the fame under either title, it Teemed important to eftabliffi the fact 
of identity upon incontrovertible grounds. 
. c 
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Laws, controverted it in his notes upon the Saxon 
jj£j£* ke - institutes. — " Very egregious miftakes," fays the vicar of 
AD.MMIV. Cranbrook, "have been committed by a famous anti- 
quarian in relation to thefe officers called ratal beans. 
He fuppofes them to have been the fame with the aitft* 
jpresbgters of the feventh and eighth century; which may 
be confuted by looking into the Decretal, L. i. Tit xxiv. 
xxv." But the reader will acknowledge that Biihop 
White Kennett, to whofe able work on Parvchial Anti- 
quities Mr. Johrifon alludes, might adduce ftrong evi- 
dence for his aflertion, in the cafes of continental 
church-police already referred to ; and, were the iffue 
yet dubious, in confequence of foreign examples being 
inadmifflble, might accumulate on them our infular con- 
vftf/M7 H " Jlitutions— the arc&prftsts of Ireland being therein feid 
voj.n.^»i to ^ the prefidents of the rural beanrfts in mccxvi; and 
whiuker-.wi/v. nrdjpriefits or beans being expreffly mentioned in a Bull of 
vol. ii. P .38o! Pope John XXII. to the clergy of England in mcccxvii ; 
and in the Procefs of Grenefeld, archbifliop of York, 
during the years mcccx and mcccxi ; and yet farther 
Gkfcr.ad might he fupport his view by the united fanctions of 
Duan^'iN von. Somner, Ducange, Dr. Mocket, and Dr. Zouch : — " Quern 
Awgi.e.i P . s. recentiores btcantnu raraltm," fays the antiquarian of Can- 
fctix. P .8s. jg^jjpy^ « et exteri artStprtsbsuram bttannm, antiquiores 

AngU becanum ©jjrfstfaitftatfs voc&runt." " betana- 

tfbns yrarfkiuntur rurales becanf," — Dr. Mocket remarks, 
" antiquis artfitpresbgterfs non multum diffirailes :" — and 
again lefs qualifiedly, " btcattf tnralcs veteris ecctejia rftor- 
epfstopis et att&fprtsbgteris regfonarffs kaud di///miles .-" — 
and Dr. Zouch, " Sub archidiaconis conjlituuniur bttanf 
De/rript.i.E. rurales, qui ohm arcljipresbgtrd rarales dicebantur," — Need 
CMLmin, I add the afTeveration of Mr. Whitaker, the Hiftorian of 
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Manchefter, that " the rural bean is the fame ecclefiaftical p«t i. c. nu. 
officer as the aK&tpresbptn or artfipn'eet ?" or the much P 
earher opinions of Spelman, Rouviere, Morin, Thomaflin, 
and others, to the fame point ?— Nay, Mr. Johnfon him- 
felf, in his Ancient and Prefent Church of England, 
acknowledges that " atcfeptesfauters and mral beans are 
muck the fame." 

The date of this change of name may be fixed, on the 
authority of the firfiVcited conftitution, about the clofe of JgJt'lJJE J ?\ 
the eighth or the commencement of the ninth century ; t**i- «•*• '- 
and the inducement to it, the division of diocefes at that 
time into bewnnarits or Branrfes ; over which are&prfrsts, 
previoufly exiftent as fubordinate, vicarious church- 
governors, were then placed with the new title of brans, sa s>simin. 
in accordance with the prevalent civil polity of the time, £ * fcSutufc 
and invefted with vaftly augmented jurisdiction, in con- p-1 
fequence of the decay and abolition of rborept'sropi. 
" gUr.fr, ipresbsterf dicti videntur betanf," fays Morin, " ed ntSacruor- 
qudd antiquitiis ditecefes erant per bnanfas divifa 1 , qui- En>nu.'"vi. ' 
bus praerant attfripttsbgteii." (Ex Capit. Caroli Catvi c. 3. c ' "' 

(') " Diocefes have been fubdivided Into inferiour precincts," fays mftoricaiand 
Nathaniel Bacon, " called branattw ot b«anari*0, the chief of which ^fitJ^Lg. 
was wont to be a prabykr of the highrfi note, called bccBiuta, or arch- *"■ p- 23 - 
nitSfcgtn. The name whereof was taken from that precinct of the lay- 
power, called br»nnarfr0, having ten presbyters under his vifit, even as 
the oe(tnn«S under their chief." 

" Aiietd Sacefi epjfcoporum," fays Boc'hmer, " hanc in plum b«a- Jut KecUjtyi. 
natug diflribueru7it et ftnguii* bctfmatfltud oetanum feu anblpmbsterum '{Z'xx"'Jc. '' 
prmfeceruid, quern arthipmbjtmim ratal em dieere, qui pretbylerorum W.B.' 
ruralium curam habebant" See Van Efpen I. E. U. Part i. Tit. vi. 
cap. i. p. 29 : wherefore, by Pierre Rouviere the betaaatc of Ofcar is Rtomem p. 6xa. 
called tetania artfcipmfagitmti* — an anbncitSi being the ecclefiaftical 
governor of the teantj. 

C 2 
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Concil. Gallia; Tom. m.) And very reasonable, indeed, 
c»«'i Prmi- it was, that the bifhop (who was, " according to the 
p^i^f^stS! notation of his name, munis, a watchman and fentinel, 
and therefore obliged £xt<rK<netv, diligently and care- 
fully to infpect and obferve, to fuperintend and pro- 
vide for, thofe that were under his charge,") fhould take 
advantage of new civil divisions of his vapotKia, for the 
purpofe of meting out to certain deputies, already con- 
ftituted in the church, well-defined diftricts of supervi- 
fion. For being unable to infpect perfonally all his 
widely-fcattered congregations, after the multiplying of 
Gfcff"] country churches ; and atcftiprcsbgUratts (" diftrwtus 
arcii(ptesbgt£ri mralis") being, like the elder tfrotepfsto- 
pates, ecclefiaitical territories of indiftinct limitation, 
(indeed we know nothing about them beyond this — 
that their extent was fettled, and the capital of each 
appointed by the abfolute authority of the bifhop ; a 
particular church in every diftrict being exalted into 
a pre-eminence over the reft, and the rector of the 
one made the fuperintendant of the others) he would 
gladly, for the better ordering 1 of his diocefe, merge the 
Thomnffld. v. it uncertainty of the fpiritual in the certainty of the fecu- 
ftrtn.L.i.e.£ lar distribution, the artfjfjn'tsbgUratt* in the fcetanatt, and 



a. Synod. 



(') " Utili&r in ommbttt epifcopatibiu" fays the bifhop of Yprea in 
Flanders, " recepta eft cujufque dueeefi* in twtanatus part&o &c." On 
the fcore of conveniency alone, as far as I can fee, is the divifion of 
dioccfes into Otanrfts preferred in onr ecclefiaftical books, in modem 
days, where the Bean exifls not. For regulating the attendance of the 
clergy on the different fynodal visitations of the bifhop and his arch- 
deacons, the diftrict is ftill ofeful ; but would be far more fo, if it had its 
Reanatu he. local ordinary. 

te tetania at-- **) " Vttu * fi** **»"««" B«attUtum tn/Htulio," obferves Pierre Rou- 
tjipwa&Bttrali. viere, " reique tcckftajikre in agrit upportunij/ima. Cum enim ad 
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the title of art&nrftst in that of bean-ratal ; and, therefore, 
Thomaffin ufes the terms artfiiptesbpuratus and tattanaras 
as equally fignifying thefe ecclefiaftical divifions of the 
diocefe. 

On this fubject of the analogy of fecular and eccle- 2^SS*al- 
fiaftic office, here briefly alluded to, in the ninth cen- r»«iB«w- 
tury, Walafrid Strabo has written at large, in his Com- 
paratio Ecclejiajlicorum Ordinum et Secularium; and, 
more to the point of our inquiry, Bifhop Kennett in his 
Parochial Antiquities ; as the next diviOon of our fub- 
ject, on the origin of the decanal office of the counrrg, 
will (hew. 



prabyteras rure degenlet extenders Je contmuH von Jtqffht epifcoporum 
aid arckidiacmiorum vigilantia, coUocali fuere per interval/a, in qvi- 
buj'dam quafi excubiis pretbyUrorum aiiqui fttcsnf, vd flirt) iprfSb|)t«t 
vodtati, ut cteterorum pretbyterorum ac plebii morifnu, vice cpi/copi 
mil archidiacmii bangilaraU." 

" The craft of the prelates," fays Nathaniel Bacon of our Saxon bifhops. Hi/tori™! and 
" was to diftribute their fpiritual offices through the kingdom, fo as to *ffffjl m f~ 
influence and direct every part of the temporal government, and to Pim.t.vn. 
actuate the whole for the church's good. Thus every temporal officer p- " 
had a fpiritaal concomitant." 
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PART II. 

TAyt ©rfgfn of tbe ©ffite. 



The origin of Beans Kutal in sensual. — (fjjoMpferojii. 

a fiumbu Pro- HEN, where, and by whom, rural arciprftsts 

MaiiZfirZZ or titans were at firft instituted, we tn vain 

vn.p.so. *" endeavour to learn, in the filence of eccle- 

fiaftical hiftory relative to their primary 
eftablifhment. Our knowledge of them is derived, not 
from the records of their inftitution, but from their 
names and acts mentioned in the tomes of the coun- 
cils, and other church-authorities of high antiquity. 
Thefe exhibit them in fettled power and influence, 
exerciflng their minifterial functions in aid of the dio- 
v*n Eipep cefan bifhop, wherever the calls of parochial vifitation 
Vi-cap-i-V* required additional fuperintendants, delegate reprefen- 
tatives of the fupreme htfoKtrnos, for fatisfying fpiritual 
wants, and fupporting local difcipline in new Chriftian 
communities. 

The date of their firft appearance in the weftern 
church, as far as it can be afcertained, has been inci- 
dentally Hated under the former divifion of our fubject. 
The circumftances, likewife, under which both urban 
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and rami testis are fuppofed by Duaren to have arifen 
in the church, have been briefly delivered in the defini- 
tions of their respective duties, cited from that eminent 
canonist's treatife De BcneficHs &c. Of the origin of 
the CBtfctatal tttan I jmrpofe to fay no more. Of the 
bean-ratal's inftitution in particular, Morin thus rea- 
fonably expreffes himfelf, having juit before fuggefted 
the probable origin of the urban functionary — " Pullu- 
lante ecclefid, et radices, palmitefque per agros et vicos Exercit. 
diffundente, aKbiprtsbnterfos opus Juit, qui non modd pres- 
byterorum urbicorum, fed etiam rujlicorum curam gere- 
rent. Satis turn non fuit aliquem presbyterum honore et 
conceffu aliis praferri. Necejfe fuit unum cateris pra- 
Jici, et folicitudinem epifcopalem cum autoritatefublevare. 
Multiplicatis enim per varias ditecejis parceeias presby- 
teris, difficile fuit epifcopis Jblis tot presbyterorum et 
parceciarum folicitudinem habere. Itaque unum ceteris 
prapofuerunt, qui Us invigilaret, levtora quaque corri- 
geret, et de difficilioribus ad epifcopum referret." 

To this learned writer, we readily grant the reafona- 
blenefs of his view of the origin of the arcftipttjEbgtetal 
economy in the abftract, and its excellent adaptation 
to the purpofes mentioned — the fpiritual furveillance, 
under the bifliop, and in his name, over rural presbyters 
and their flocks. Still the office appears not, till fome 
centuries after Christianity had extended itfelf from 
urban to rural diftricts, and the bifliop a increafed la- 
bours had long needed helpmates in the latter quarters. 
. How, then, was the ecclefiaftical discipline of the coun- #» Mortr. a, 
try in the mean while Supported, and the affairs of the F.m.E>*tw. 
more diftant parts of the diocefe looked after, before F 
the inftitution of titans ratal, and while as yet the arch- 
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deacons had no relation to the diocefe, but only to the 
epifcopal fee? (Gihfon CLE. J. Tit xlh.) Were there 
any epifcopal fubftitutes of earlier days, from whofe 
delegate capacity our rural arc&preBbntrrs may be fup- 
pofed to have derived, in any degree, the type and cha- 
racter of their vicarage ? 

Dark as is the hiftory of the taecanal office as to time 
and place of origin, and fruitless any attempt to eluci- 
date it, out of the fcanty church-documents bearing 
on its elder days, we know thus much : — arrfcprfests 
or beans were not the firft officers to whofe vicarious 
protection under the city-bifhop, the church, in her 
wifdom, committed the infant regiment of her rural 
minifters and converts. Before the date of fuch crea- 
tion, there were " chofen out of the fitted and graveft 
perfons," certain epifcopal deputies— bfearff epiatoporttm 1 

sui»r. t.b. — denominated cfcorepfattpf — t<3v ^up3v or ■>% x«P«s M- 
(tkokqi — " whofe bufinefe it was," in the language of Dr. 

prf«w» cm/. Cave, " as j'ubordinate fort of bifhops — cnuntrg or (as 

p.jj/' " amongft us they have been called) suffragan bis&ops, to 
fuperintend and infpect the churches in the country, 
that lay more remote from the city where the epifcopal 
fee was, and which the bifhop could not always infpect 
and overfee in his own perfon." 

J**^ 1 ' Of thefe bfllan fciafiopis and vican or rural priefts — 

.ii Ti™ XOPBimKonoi, that is, and npeafivTepoi entjgapiot or irpetrfivrepoi 

cub. imm. £ * v Ta 7y mucus kou yfipais — the ancient Greek councils 
S^vn?" ma ^ e mention at the fame time, as if of contempora- 

p.4fll. Cwic. 

Neocafar. 

Pufaiis Giojf. ( l ) "PnmiHu inftitulos ah epifiopi* ri) ore pise opos /ere 5 cunftuw $ 
(Biftemrt?* 1 * fi>*ienHa, vl eflent eorum liwnvii in wet* ac pagis, tt cpifcopedia in iii 
munera minoru momenti obirent." 
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neous eflablifliment, or, at lealt, co-exifteot in country 
diltricts; — the presbyters' generally diftributed, one or 

(') Dr. Maurice is of opinion that the firft fcccd presbyters were at Vhutkatiomef 
Alexandria: and, certainly, Sozomen obferves it as a lingularity of that s™J™ !, 1J 7jjj" 
ttiorefe, that auxiliary, or parochial churches, were in his day appro- South 1 ! tuiiq. 
priated or committed to fo many certain fixed presbyters. (Hifi. Eccl. 0.477] ° '" 
L. 1. c. xy.) — Inileed, as early as the middle of the third century, Dio- 
nyfius, biihop of Alexandria, 1'eems to have congregated at Arienoeta in 

Egypt Taiif ■npta^irripoac xal htSturxahovq tbk ir touc xai/taJt a&tty&v. 

lib. 11, De Promift. apud Eufeb. H. E. vii. 24. Later in the same cen- 
tury there is diftinct notice of a localized parochial pried in a village of Vol. iv. y. 230. 
Mesopotamia ( Acta Difptrtationu Archelai Epifcopi et Manetia Herefi- simtor'n Original 

archie — drciter A.D. cclxiviii) " Mime* autem fugieru iivS «, L«ni 

adrxml ad quendam vicum longi oh urbe pofitum, qui appdlabatur K1 J? 7 C -""- 

Diodori. Brat autem preibyter loci iitiiu, nomine et ipfi Diodanu, 

quietu* et mitu, &c." — cap. xxxix. See Bilhop Wake's Vijitation Charge 

A.D. hdccix. pp. 3, 4. and a pafiage cited from Eufeb. IRjl. Ecclef. 

I*, ti. c. in. in note (d), p. 4. — Epiphanius, in his difconrfe of the Arian Dim-e/anEpifcn- 

and Miktian henries, (it is the remark of Dr. Maurice,) fpeaks of fixed JK^'J"^ 

presbyters as particular and fingnlar in the church of Alexandria ; while, <*«•¥• B. rx, 

in other churches, which had title* as early, the presbyters were moveable & j, 

at pleafnre. 

At Rome, particular tillei are not annexed to the names of presbyters Brett 1 ! Account 
nil towards the end of the fifth century ; when, as we now figu ourfelves £2Si «rf 
rectors and vicars of fuch a place, the Roman priefts (then, probably, Osw*s«r*> 
Jued in their refpective cures) fubfcribed themlelves, " C<eUu* Januariui ^^ ' 
Pretbyler Tituli Vefiimt, Martianut Presbyter Tituli Saneta Cacilire &c." 
Whereaa before, they merely figned generally, Prieft of Rome &c 

It is a curious fact, let me add, and worthy of notice, as bearing upon Kooth'i foUq. 
the antiquity of our vifiuuional dudes, that tatting ntrflfinttoi firft SfSttJajal 1 
appear about A.D. ccc, in an epiftle of Peter archbilhop of Alexandria; 
and again in an epiftle of the Egyptian bishops about the fame time : — 
■ttuvmrral eupnlRtcnosittS feeming to fynchronize, in the date of their 
institution, with that of the parochial clergy in Egypt; over whom they 
presided fubordin&tely to the urban bilhops, and inftead of the tfaoicni- 
ttopi, who are not there found at all 

When the example waa once fet of afEgning " precincts to every EccUf. Poluu. 

cnorch B.v.». P .« 3 . 
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more to each place (after they had ceafed 1 to live in 
community with the hilltop, and to itinerate at his com- 
mand) through the towns and Tillages of the eaft, as 
Chriftianity extended from city to country — the tfcor- 
Bo.hmer.oi/'- rpfscont occupying fuch more important fites* — metro- 

fert. V- A CkrUt . . - a , .» • . • ^ 

a*tiim* in viri. comue perhaps, (maires vtcorum capita mter omnes vtcos) 
* ** r ^* p ' ' — as were fecondary only to the epifcopal cities. 

church or tide, nod appointing to each presbyter a certaine oompaffe 

whereof himfelfe fhoulde take charge alone, the comniodioufnefle of this 

invention canfed all parts of Cbriftendome to follow it, and, at length, 

amongft the reft, out owne churches, about the year dcxxxvi," fays 

Hooker, (but this is an error — Ed.) " became divided in like manner. But 

other difrinction of churches, there doth not appeare any in the Apoltle'a 

writinges fave onely, according to thole cities wherein they planted the 

gofpdl of Chrift, and erected ecclefiaiiicall coUedges." See Dnarenvu 

de Sacru EccUfia Miniftr. a.c Benef. L.i. cvn. pp. 20,21.; alfo 

Wharton's Defence ofPturaUiiei, pp. 53, 54. Parker's Account of Church 

Government for fix hundred yean, pp. 136, 137. and Burnet on tkeFhji 

ApqftoUcat Canon, pp. 33, 34. 

Vade-Mtaan, (' ) It is tairry deduced by Mr. Johnfon from the fifteenth, thirty-firft, 

18,19. and twenty-fecond.Jpq/foZi«^ Canon*, that there were, inthofe early times 

BeTeng. St/no- — (j, e nonage of the Christian institution in refpect of its outward polity — 

10. IB. 21. no fuch thing as prielts acting independently of their bifhop at that date, 

viz! the latter end of the fecond century. The diocefan and his. clergy 

lived together in a body, in conftant communion with each other, in the 

city or other capital place of the diocefe, then called impoaia — (" A lively 

refemblance whereof reroaineth in the Qtuujl and chapters of catbedrall 

churches" — fays Dr. Downame). Equally certain is it, at a later period, 

fade-Mrcam, from the thirteenth canon of the Neoc&Jarean council, held about the 

Voi.n.pp.79,80. fame (jjjjg M (jjg Ancgran (A.D. cccxiv.), that there were then country 

priefis and churches In places remote from the city -one flep towards the 

divifion of diocefes into what we now call purilhes. See Bingham's 

Eccltf. Antiq. B. v. c. vi. 4, 5. on this fubject 

Spalmuni Gleg. (') "In metrocomUt, non epifiopi, fed ZCFEQIZKOnoi et IlEPI- 

p ''^ Mtl " ¥ ™ , OABKTAI {id ejl rfrcuitotol) inflUuti dim, ut can. 57. Condi. Laodic. 

can. 10. Condi. Antioch. can. 6. Concil. Sardic. Hte vtcorum matrei 
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Such, it is rational to fuppofe, was the diftxibution of 
the rural priefthood, with its appropriate hierarchy, in 
the Eaft ; where the old Greek fynods recognise three 
dutinctions of napotKtou — thofe iv oTr fwlmnot a^uporo- St loan* & 
vouvto — a fecond clai's denominated iy^dpmi, and a third a*, mu a**. 
AypoiKiKat. — To adapt which, with any degree of confi- aeytng. smd. 
deuce, to the different grades of the priefthood, is^ 1 ' 1 * ' 
beyond my power. The firft were the urban bifhops' 
diftricts ; the latter two were rural sapotKlai—fuicpai nai 
06 mAinriujflrir (Zonar.) ; and the tfiottpfscaptis, probably, &igier. * B?t- 
dwelt in the larger of tbem — iv n&rws dypoTs *«i K&tuus, & afittunt. 
and not iv Ar^wr/our (" the outfields" — as Dr. Chalmers (£uth'op«/™i. 
would fey) (Ariften.), that is, in the £y%up«H, and not in ffi£ ° "' 
the dypoiKJKai — though both were fubject to his infpec- 
tion, and all to the city bifhop or diocefan. See Bifhop 
Taylor's Epjjcopacy AJ'erted, feet. xlhi. p. 216, feqq. 
Works by Heber, Vol. vn. and Slater's Original Draught 
in anfwer to Lord King, p. 104. The latter of whom very 
juftly remarks, that thefe villan bifhops, though bifhops 
in villages, were not confined each to a Angle village : 
they had territorial, not congregational jurifdiction. 

erant (the mother churches) vi metropole* cicitatum. Vnde forsan 

Cephacaftellum, act 3. Concil. Chaleed. tre hdc fubferiptione Not 

Epifhoput Cephacqflellijiibfcripji. Et not in GaUid Narbontnfi Metro- 
comia* nunc Capca/Uef appellatmts. Phil. Berterius Pithanon, dia- 
tribai. c.6. pag. 71." 

Thefe tnetroootnuB were, in after days, the fites of the baptijmakt 
tcclefia, over which the pltbiura arcfcipmfcgtftt or beaiw ratal preiideil. 
" IB* maximi baptijmalibwi tcclejii», qua aliarum velui matret erant," 
fays Thom&Jfin, " prtzfitiebantur archtpre gbgtrrf, et bine curam atqve 
Jirmuitatem Juam in pUbes parochq/que mi btcanatM omnes ezplica- 
bant;" as, in earlier days, the rboitpCfttopi fuperintended the churches Zlegler dt Epi- 
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But the distinction, as to incumbencies, is not fuffl- 

ciently marked, in Greek records of the incardination of 

the clergy below the rank of the urban bifhop, to admit 

KUebri/wouH, of more than conjecture, as to where the t&orepfseopus 

dwelt, and where the ordinary parochial minifter alone. 

Nor is any light thrown upon the fubject by the Latin 

b.i.c. Tojd.^1. verfionifts of the canons ; who varioufly and mdifcrimi- 

-^w>p.iivi. nately render the fame Greek terms by presbyteri ruris, 

as Dionyfius and Crefconius ; pre&byteri forajlici, as 

n. Aicumiri Martin of Braga ; presbiiieri vicani, as, in much later 

JHoi-QnaJiiB days, Gentian Hervet, Ac. &c. And the local titles, 

pp.ie6,fcqq. bellowed on the tjwttpiscopiin either language, are not 

more distinctive of the character of their rural refidences. 

Indeed, all we know about their incumbencies, is juft 

this — after the church began, in Jeremy Taylor's words, 

" to put a bridle" on the ttwepfstopi by canon, and they 

were refractory and difobedient under the impofed re- 

Itrictions, it was determined that no more perfons of 

epifcopal rank fhould be ordained in country places 

Bdvora. Synod, generally — iv rats kuhvus km iv roTf y&ptus — iv Kti>ftr> Ttv) J} 

Yol.i.Cmc.Lno- ~ " \ » # ., , „ , 

dins, c lvii. fipecxetq ttcAt(, ffrm km elf itovof irpcffpvrepos ewapicet ■ — and 

c«c. jMfe. thence we infer that, before that reftriction, fuch as 

were called c&oirpfsropf were ordinarily there refident, in 

the molt central and convenient, at lealt, if not the molt 

important fites, within their refpective jurifdictions, — 

S'p^irEs " extra tfbem? fays Morin, "in pagis, vicis, et oppidu- 

«Law a ^ 5 " — an ^ ^ r ' Nelfon — ** in the largeji villages of every 

curtt.f.ni. diocefe;" — though they never figned themfelves as in 

connexion with any particular place, when fubferibing 

the councils at which they were prefent, but merely 

" Palladius rfiorepfMopus," " Seleucius c&Ottpfstopttt," &c. 

In the Capitularies of Charlemagne (L. vu. c. 187), they 

Digitized by GOOgle 



Sect. I.] Origin of Scan* Kutal. — (tfcoKpifltopf. 29 

are called " bfllanf tpt&tOfi" and by Hincmar (Opufc. 33. 
cap. 16. p. 437) " btami." But fee Biftiop Beveridge ad 
can. JUL Aneyran. in Routh's ife£?. 5acr. Vol. hi. p. 486. 
alio the councils of Laodicea and Sardica above quoted : 
Le Jau de Auctoritate Pontificis, Lib. iv. p. 588-9 ; Mo- 
rifan. de Protopapis, c. vm. II. p. 105, feqq. ; and for the 
ufage of Great Britain in felecting " noted and populous 
towns" for her urban bifhops' fees, vide Gibfon's C.I.E.A. 
Tit. vm. cap. i., and for the subfiftfiarji or suffragan bfebops 
of England, appointed by the 26 Hen. VIII. c. 14. " who 
had their fees in towns, and not in cities," fee Dr. Bum's 
EccUiaftkal Law, Vol. i. p. 227. 

The view which the learned Selden takes of this part 
of the economy of the Greek church, as far as it has 
any bearing on the origin of endowments, may be learnt 
from the following brief epifode, devoted to the fubject, 
in his Hifiory of Tythes : — but he is, I fhould fay, with w#»yqf 
all due deference to his profound antiquarian knowledge m. pp.' so, ei. 
in general, decidedly in error, when he difallows any 
broad difference between presbyteri parockiani and 
cfiortpfscopf. 

" As metropulitick fees, patriarchats (exarehats alfo 
in the eaftern church) and bijhopricks, thofe greater 
dignities, were moft ufually at firft ordained and limited 
according to the distinction of feats of government, and 
inferior cities, that had been affigned to the fubftitutes 
or vicarii of the Prmfecti-prmtorio or Vice-Royes of the 
Eaft or Weft empire; fo were parishes appointed and 
divided to feveral minifters within the ecclefiaftick rule 
of thofe dignities, according to the conveniences of 
country-towns and villages ; one or more or lefs (of fuch c °*'-- &*&. 
as being but fmall territories might not by the canons 
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be bifhopricks) to a parifh ; the word parctcia or parijh 
at firft denoting a whole biftioprick (which is but as a 
great parifh), and fignifying no otherwife than diocefe, 
but afterward being confined to what our common lan- 
guage reftrains it. The curates of thofe parifhes were 
fuch as the bifhop appointed under him to have care of 
cdm. Nncajar. fouls in them, and thofe are they which the old Greek 
Cone. AaHoeh. councils call vpev(3Crepot httyutptot, or ol iv reus ytapass, or 
-lxxxix. iv Ta?s teapots TcpetrfivTspot, that is, presfn/teri parochiani, 
tM^mix. com. within the bifhoprick, neither were the cfiorepfscopf much 
lw||< -™ L different from them. Thefe had their parifhes afligned 
to them ; and in the churches where they kept then- 
cure, the offerings of devout Chriftians were received, 
and difpofed of in maintenance of the clergy and relief 
of diftreffed Chriftians, by the eeconomi, deacons or other 
officers thereto appointed under the bifhop &c." — But 
we are going aftray. The reader who may wifh for 
information on the ufages of the eaftern church — the 
parent of all our institutions in Chriftian polity— is re- 
Bishop of Lin- ferred to Archbifhop Wake's Vijiiatim Charge at Lei- 
£p.i,'faiq- cefter (mdccix), as bilhop of Lincoln. He will there 
find an excellent fummary of the fubject, as bearing on 
the ancient rights and privileges of the church. 

Such minute particulars are unimportant to the main 

drift of our prefent inquiry ; which would only go to 

prove, that, in very early days, there were in the coun- 

set Mosieim's try what we call parochial presbyters with local cures, 

centLpvui.' fubject to the fupervifion of epifcopal coadjutors of 

voit m«- urban bifhops: — the neceffity, reafonablenefe, and law- 

btioZ fulnefs of which organization of her priefthood by the 

Chriftian church, my predeceflbr of the deanry of Chalke 

has advocated in his inftructive refearches into the 
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origin of the Betanal office — fhewing the practice of de- 
legating to truftworthy fuperintendants the care and 
management of certain parts of ecclefiaftical concerns, 
to be " grounded upon feveral precedents in the word of 
God."— For thefe, and my notes in farther explanation 
of " this partition of things belonging to the epifcopal 
function in the eaftern church," together with the ori- 
gin, regulation, and diflblution of the firft-appointed 
biihop's deputies — " commanded' to be efteemed very 
honourable" by the Neocajfarean fathers, — I muft refer 
my readers to the illuftrated reprint of the atttocjrapj) 
annexed — requefting their attention, however, previ- 
oufly, to fome farther remarks on the ti&oi episcopal office 
at its zenith and decline, and on its gradual tranfition 
into att&fprejskjjlrraCB, in which it finally merged, both in 
the eaftern and weftern churches. 

Let me not be mifunderftood, when employing the 
terms Jubordinate and vicarious in reference to thefe 
rural prelates. I would not have it fuppofed that the 
c&OTtpfsropf were ever, in point of order, other than 
genuine bifhops, from the period of their firft appear- 
ance to that of their final abolition: — however equi- 
vocal their character, in the opinion of the fceptical 
hiftorian of the Decline and Fall, and however unwilling w- vffo~<< 
De Soto, De Marca, Morin, Natalis Alexander, Van EJpen, n°V. Vto.Edit. 
and our own Selden, to grant them the full meafure of 
their holy calling 1 . 



0) Raban Maur, Hammond, Colin, Cave, Beveridge, Bafnage, John- 
fon, Bingham, Boehmer, Weifman, and, injlar omnium, the very learned 
Prefident of Magdalen College Oxford, Dr. Routh, editor of the ReUquire 
Sacra Sf Opufcvla EecUfiafika, being all arranged on the fide of 

their 
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Their very name and origin, and the conftitution of 

their office, prove their prelatical dignity, as Boehmer 

Difftrt. v. %. iv. has luminoufly (hewn in his DiJJ'ertationes Juris EccUJiqf- 

pp " ■ " w tici Antiqui ad Plinium Secundum et Tertuitianum; and 

more briefly, in his Obfervationes Selectm, annexed to 

the end of the 1ft Vol. of the archbifiiop of Paris's 

u.p. sin. ob- learned treatise De Concordia Sacerdotii et Imperii, 

_/>™.[x. P p There is no authority, the German aflerts, for sup- 

pofing that the rfjortpfscopl enjoyed not the full powers 

of the epifcopate, in a ftate of independency, up to the 

Boebmeri Dif. period of the council of Ancyra. — " Eandem dignitatem 

J p&!££d?tt in agris habebat o vpoeori>s quam in civitatibus, eadem 

Tiv^soifinii utrobique; autore Jufiino, mttnia obibat, et ita omnimoda 

ft* pp.soMeqq. epijcoporufji thm ruralium quhm civitatenfium erat iovripla. 

Neque enim ante faculum iv. uttum potejl adduci tefii- 

monium, ex quo planum reddi pojfet, vet nomine hos epi- 

Jcopos in agris conftitutos ab urbicis difiinctos fuiffe. 

Adkucfceculo in. simpliciter vocatifunt eptfcopi &c."' 

Ejufdcm But when the polity of the church began to conform 

n-qq. " PP " ' itfelf to that of the ftate, their condition worfened. 

Before that, all bishops were on an equal footing — the 

cfjortpfstopf being so many enAAwroup-yoi, or comminijlri, or 

colleagues, of the bishops of cities, and not bftarif epfsto- 

porum, correctly speaking, till a later date. There was 



their plenary epifcopal rank and function (and they are only a tithe of 
what might be died), mud uiTiiredly outweigh the whole crew of dif- 
fentients ; many of whom, from Unifier motives, would degrade the rfjor- 
episiopal order, and amalgamate it with presbyteracy. 

(') See notes to Priaulx's Brief Account, 10. p. 10. for an example; 
and fee references there cited, and alfo Mr. Johnfon's admirable note to 
can. x. Antiock. in Code of the UnwafiU Chvreh, Vade-Mecum, Vol. u. 
p. 93. and Weifmanni tSfioria E<7ckfia/i.ica Vol. i. p. 4M. 



1 3i;ir 



^Google 



Sect. I.] ©ttgin of Btatts JUral. — ©twtepiflcopi. 33 

bo fuch thing as fubjection of rural to urban prelates, 
till the Ancyran fathers originated the limitation of the 
rfjoMpfstopal function 1 — gradually more and more abridged 
by other councils ; till, at laft, nearly all their authority 
being taken away, the ftraitened tfjoripfsropf could do 
little or nothing proprio jure, but acted almoft entirely 
by delegation. And then it was, that the title of epfsropo- £™ in ?- ** i- 
ram bftaiff, or bishops' fteputfe s ", was applied to them, the «™ <*». ' 
very title employed by our own Lyndwood to deflgnate <** fyfe- « 
beans rural," quafi qui iv x&Pf epffcopi conftituti et locum 
ejus tenentes." From this ftate of deteriorated autho- 
rity of bfllan itisfjops, the tranfition was eafy enough, with 
a little more curtailment, to bfeftatorial arc&tjirtsbgtrracs. 



<■) At this and later date, Mr. Lewis fays, their office was, to pre- hemw, Ejfay 
fide over the country clergy, and inquire into their behaviour, and make Bui^p™ 
report thereof to the city bifhop '.' and alfo to provide fit perfona for the 
inferior fervice and minilby of the church. And, to give them fome autho- 
rity, they had the following privileges conferred upon them. 1. They fW. A*tieck. 
were allowed to ordain readers, fubdeacong, and eiorcifts, for the ufe of cac ' 
the country churches; but they might not ordain priefts nor deacons 
without the lpecial leave of the city bifhop, Tinder whofe jurifdiction both 
they and the country were. 2. They had a power to confirm thofe 
who were newly baptized in country churches. 3. They had power to c ""- ■*•***■ 
grant letters dimiflbry to the country clergy who defired to remove from 
one diocefe to another. 4. They had liberty to officiate in the city church c °* c - Nwc^/n-. 
in the prefence of the bifhop and presbyters of the city, which country 
presbyters had not 5. They had the privilege of fitting and voting in *• Konth'aA*- 
fynods and councils. Vol.ni. p. 488. 

(*) In the Manual according to the vfe of Sarum, the suffragan wmm. 
feenu to be called the oiSftop'K twputg ; lince, in the charge there given "■ Ed - '***■ 
" to godfathers and godmothers," they are charged, " to lerae the child, 
or fe that he lerned the Paler noflcr, Ave, and Credo, after the lawe of 
all holy churche, and in all goodly hafte to be confermed of my lord of 
the diocefe, or of his DffBte." 
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See Bifhop J. Taylor's Epifcopacy Averted, feet, xxxii. 
pp. 130, 131. Vol. vii. Works, by Heber ; and Blondel. 
Apolog. pro Jentent. Hieronymi de Epj/copis et Presby- 
terts, feet in. p. 95. 

Accordingly, it was on the abolifhing and antiquating 
of thefe officers, (of whom I fear the reader will think 
too much has been already faid, and will ill bear -what 
remains behind) that Duaren fuppofes bican ard&prttsts 
or beans were brought into general ufe — invefted with 
powers much inferior to their mitred predeceffors, and 
lefs likely, by approximation of rank, to become offen- 
DcSacruEc- five to urban epifcopacy — " quibus negue epijeopi nomen 
ocBe-^.L-i. attribution eft" fays the canonift of Bourges, " negue 
* aliud qutcquam eorum, qua epifcoporum propria Junt : 

ne fortafse ipjis audaciee atque infolentia illius, propter 
quam dejecti Juerant minuti ifti epijeopi, occqfio preebe- 
retur." 
aw. AT&*ei. Iq which opinion, he is fupported by Sir Henry Spel- 
man;— who, having ftated that the tiwrpfstoptw was 
" ided injiitutus, vel potius Jubjlitutus, ut dum epi/copus 
civitatem, kic vicarius ejus, rus et villas curaret," con- 
cludes his glouarial remarks in the following words : — 
"CPfjorfptetoparum munus cum nomine Jensim antiquatum, 
abolevit (nee pridem) ecclefta : Jubinductis verb in eorum 
vicetn (qui epijeopis liberius cedunt, et humiliori jure con- 
tenHJunt) artfrfptesbBtette, alias ttetanfs nttalibu*, et pie- 
tarns." See Thomaffm and Morin beyond; Nelfon's 
Rights of the Clergy, p. 271 ; A Humble Propq/al for 
Parochial Reformation, c. i. p. 15 ; and Pegge's Letter 
to Ducarel on Bijhops in Partibus Infidelium, p. 22. 
Bibliotheca Topographica Britannica, N". xxvm. 

Such, afiuredly, was the relative pofition of thefe 
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fpiritual office-bearers, the one to the other, in the 
church at large, both in the eaft and weft ; — the rural 
or bfcan attbtprEsbgttr or protoptesbjittr, the beatr pregbgtec 
of tfie totmtrg, in general terms, fucceeding the tfior- 
tpistopuB ' : — in the weft, immediately and by name, — 
without the intervention of any other title, — in the 
eaft, mediately and under the changeful appellations of 
HEPioaErrHz, eiapxox, npoTonpEZBrrBPOX, and npOTOiuriAr — 
bfsftor, nattfi, protoptfest, and protopope. In the weft, no ccu.b.hh. 
canon of any fynod fubftitutes the lower for the higher ' ° ' '" p- 
dignity, till many centuries after the thing had taken 
place; — indeed, none, within my knowledge, till the 
twelfth century. But in the eaft, fuch a canon is found iSK.cc. Tom. i. 
in the fourth century, — the provincial council of Lao- it.mlimi. 
dicea (A.D. ccclxiv.) confirmed by the oecumenic council 
of Chalcedon (A.D. ccccli.), diftinctly fubftituting bf«f- 
tatorfal prESbgtcts, delegate fuperiatendants of the fpiri- 
tual concerns of the country, entitled hepioaettai, in the BeT™g.sw 
place of bfllan bfstjops; in compliance with the Sardican ovTlc'.V. ' 
canon, which had forbidden the erecting epifcopal fees A^^Sml 
in country villages,* " left the name and dignity of a o*ii*raiBi- 
biihop," in Burnet's language, " mould be vilipended." '<™'&c. P .V 

(') " Receniiorem tjfe kanc vocis ptotopapa ?ioiiontm adpofite monvit MoiiTuoa d* 
oL Mazochtus," fays Morifan, " qudd nufqu&m priiis adparuerint hit- m^pfttt"^ 
jufmodi ptotopapfc, jjj/i i medio Jiiblatis m Grand rbottpferople ; ac 
fuvpte veluti regimmi* ingenio, JubJHtui inpagu oportuit, qui qwedam 
Hiorum qfficia Jitpplerent, ttt perioDtutis, mutato nomine, Jubrogatot 
fuiffe tiattbw tradimt." 

(') The church, being appreheafive " left the wandering employment Cue'* P. C. 
of the cjjoteptSfopl ftiould reflect diflionour on the epifcopal office," (at p"g4 ''*"'' 
leaft fuch was one plattfible plea for the alteration,) " appointed thefe 
ftttngUtH itinerant in their room; who, being tied to no certain place, 
were to go up and down the country, to obferve and correct what was 

D 2 wnifi." LTiOO^Ic 
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In the councils of the weftern church, the Laodicean 

nEPioAErraz — the bfeftator of Dionyfius and Crefconius, 

the curator of Salmafius and Suicer — has no place by his 

eaftern name, though functionally he appears to be the 

ss.cc. Tom. anftprtsigrcr or fctan rural:— under the former of which 

vi.coL5N. appellatives, he is recorded, for the firft time, in the 

nineteenth canon of the council of Tours (A.D. dlxvii). 

Wherever found, and under whatever title, the officer 

in queftion is, in rank and capacity, below the bfllan 

ofsjjop and above the villan presbyter, as is evident from 

the paffages cited by Bifhop Beveridge from Juftinian 

Anxeit.f 198. and Gennadius, in his learned annotations on the fifty- 

feventh canon of the fynod of Laodicea, See Burnet's 

Supplement about Rural Bi/kops, annexed to his Obfer- 

vations on the firft canon of the Apqjiles, p. 49. 

Granting, however, that, in the eaft, the xaPEmzKonoi 
of the third century became the nEPioAErrK 1 of the 

umifs." Or, it may be, as fug-gelled by Juftua Henning Boehmer, that 
Obfermt. x. ad the JIEPIOAEYTAI owed their inftitution to the circumftance of the rbor- 
MarcdeC.S. ( P' st0 P' having pertinacioufly refilled the continual interference of the 
(i J. Tom. r. urbaji bifhops with the exercife of their epifcopal functions; in confe 

quencc of which the latter, bung defirous to get rid of them, appointed 

bffittotB in their Head, to fuperintend and infpect the conntry churches. 

" ltd tnltanu eccUfiw Jbhema quoddam et vmbram officii epifcopalii" 
Jui Ecdtjiaft. (fays he elfewhere) " quod explicuere nEPiOAEYTAi, relinqnere vohterimt. 
Tit. (SSil ,B ' "* f acii * or * °P*r& *t fine murmur aiione tbortpijWCpl aettngui poffbnL " 
S uii. See Archdeacon Parker's Account of Church Government for the jirjl 

fix hundred years, pp. 155, feqcj. 
SS.CC.Tom.iY. (' ) In the council of Chalcedon, presbyters bearing the title of iiepi- 
p.535. OAEYTAI are noticed — i tihafeimxrot irpsa/jOrtpot no) ITEPIOdEYTHr 

'AKl^arapoi (act IV.) — BaMmiv ran . . . '. . npmfOnipo* xal IIEP1- 
Tom.v.p.45. o&EYTHN (act I.) — and again, in the fifth council of Court an tino pie, 

Sipyun 7<pt<r&vrifm «u IIEFIOAEYTHZ. See Bingham's Ecdef. Antiq. 

L.ii.c.xiv. 12. 
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fourth, the exapxoz, perhaps, under the bilhops after- 
wards, and laftly the OForonAiux 1 , with its various fyn- 
onymous titles in the writings of the canonifts and fcho- 
liaits of the Greek church, (for proofs of the truth of 
which pofitions, in the commentaries of Balfamon, Zo- 
naras, Arhtenus, and Blaftares, the reader is referred to 
my annotations on Dr. Priaulx's Brief Account annexed) 
— how, it will be afked, parted this eaftern faisftalor into 
the wefitrn church ? and why fhould it be fuppofed, that 
the rural arrSpusbjMiT of the latter derived the confuta- 
tion of his fpiritual fuperintendency from the hkpioaetthj; 
of the former ? — The probability of the circumftance, 
founded on the fimilarity of their office and their geo- 
graphical distribution, is all we can allege in fupport of 
the notion, that the Afiatic bisftor is the archetype of 
the European bean rural. 

Firft ; — as to their fimilarity of function — take Balfa- Jufwi. so* ad 
mon's expofition of the Laodicean canon — &Xoi iur pp. sb,' 96. 

Kavoves iv Tats Kafiaic tat ev rots ytaptott; xaPEmZKODOTZ nat Tom. l pp. «B, 
vparfivrepovs KaBhratrBai Siopl<ravro - 6 $i xctpeov xavitv rjEFl- p. 198. 
OAETTAI TcapaKetevtrai ytv&rdai kcu fiij hwTKontovs' JW fvj 
ytvrjrat evKirra<ppovip-o£ rj apyiepuxxCvt}. nEPlOAEYTAI it titrtv of 
afiftepov xpofie&Aoftevoi -wapa t5v bn<TK&xuv eiapxoi. ovtoi yap 
mpioStCotxri kcu iwmtpmkrt ret ipv%tKa crtpaJ^urra, ko) Karapri£ov<rt 



(>) " Ut apod not," fays Moril'ftn, " tfyutpifCOpit tttnlfft aithiptc*- BtaMbmJt^n- 
hgtai, 0«a»upu «bri«Unlt«d#, Ha et apad Grata* fufecli fimt prouv "^'' CTI1 
papa plcbfnm ntricnut." And in the twelfth century, Ariftenus had written 
in his glofs on the tenth canon of Antioch and the letter of St Rafil on 
the fubject of the tfcot«p!«opt — XflPEmZKOnOI ti fan, oi trfatpot i* nut 
M^iaif ««! %ipat! nPOTOnAOAAES AlycyKHK. See Routh'g Retiquicc 
Saem.VtA.va. p. 439, 
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tovj wart/vf. — and that of Zonaras — iiepioaeytai Si ?>Jyov- 
tcu, iia to mptipXKriku, kou Kirraprtfytv tovj xiffrw? ^07 fyovras 
Kade&pav oikcUv. (See more, in my notes to Priaulx.) 
— Next, hear Bifhop Beveridge's glofe on the fame 
Anion- ad cm. iiepio&eytai — "Hi presbyteri erant, qui nulla certo loco 
s v „rik. jj.m. addicti, epifcopi nomine rufticanas parcecias circumeuntes, 

eas vijitabant ; wide tftcuiwrs et bfsita torts dicHfunt." 

B.j.c.v Tom.t — Next, Juftellus's — who cites them in a letter of Gre- 

maVsii. gory the Great, under the fame title of bfsitors, in the 

£&/£5flrf«ii/: Latin church — *' ITfjfftatotcs ecclejiarum t clerique eorum, 

f p.4,s. DCICTI ' qui cum ipjis per nonjua dvitatis parochiasfatigantur, 

aliquod laboris Jut capiant, te dijponente fub/idium." 

Gregor. L. in. Ep. 11. ad Maximian. Epifc. Syracuf. 

— And laftly, Petrus de Marca's — who wrongly identifies 

the tftotrpfstoipus and nEFioAErmz (for, if the fame, we 

Acamty furely may afk, with Archdeacon Parker, Why was one 

Z£$m' abrogated, and the other fuhftituted in his place ? and 

itforif^'d* 7 ' why, let me add, amongft the Syro-Maronites, fhould 

fvfflSi. both eccleflaftics be, now-a-days, continued? Why? but 

that they ever were as quite diftinct in the elder Greek 

church, as they at prejent are amongft the Chriftians of 

De ewer* s*. Mount Libanus, where they have totally different allot- 

l. 11. e. mi. ' ments of office to perform) — but rightly qualifies the 

i™k*\l Bun- ambulatory character of the iiepioaeythx with " nifi aU&r 

wt'ob/wt.x. vifum fuerit epytopo, qui ptrutbiatam alicui eccUJia: vi- 

qafdem, p. .157. cana adferibere potejl, collato et adjuncto muncre cateras 

vifitandi. Qua videtur mens fuiffe Synodi Laodicena ; 

cum ante t&ortpisropf mini/lertum clero civitatis ad- 

Jcriptum potiiis videretur quhm vicanee alicui ecclefia 

qffucum" 

Now, it is in the delegate character of this bfsflatorfal 
function, and, more particularly, in the latter conftitution 
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of it, that the depiooetthz 1 , uniting the office of a pa- 
rochial incumbent and that of a bfsftator, approximates 
moft clofely to the atr&ptesfcjjKt-rural of the weft, as 
found amongft ourfelves : — and it is, when not lb fpe- 
cially connected by local ties to a circumfcribed and 
particular fupervifion, with incumbency — Ka6Stpav oltceiav 
iaj rf^wv, "nullijedi adjcriptus" — that the feme officer zoimh* ad c m . 
aflimilat.es with the forantous bfcar or bean ratal of the lw***. ' 
archdiocefe of Milan. Nor is he, indeed, under the 
latter type, without his counterpart in Spain ; where, Au- 
guftin Barbofa tells us, are " bfsftatorts aut bfcatft foranef, d, a**™ *t 
quorum operd epifcopus in told utitur dkeceji" — in fact, f^^aT* 
rural arcfipresbgtm or beans. But whether commuTioned 
at large, or otherwife, the perfobEUta of old were, in 
Boehmer*s words, " quafi procuratores et eplstoporum 
bfrarfi," and, as fuch, " regiones epifcoporum circumibant 
et vifitabant." And fuch, in the modem orthodox Ruf- *m**r. *■/"- 
nan church, are the diocefan reprefentativea of the old 
periobetttce, called, hi the Ruffian language, 29lagQtjjtnnit 
{fee extracts from Archbilhop Platon's Inftructions in 
the Spprnbfx) — and fuch, in the Lutheran church there 
eftabliflied, are the ^robsts, anfwering to the i3Iago- 
cfcrtmu. (See extracts from the Statutes of the Lutheran 
church of Ruffia in the appenbfx.) 

Secondly; — with regard to their geographical diftri- 
bution. — It is not unworthy of repetition, that the firft 

(>) "VititKtm, nEPlOABTTHZ, appellatur tboreptttapii* in concilia Thonuffln. V. «t 
Laodiceno : toque nomine pukkerrimi jpiritaii* httc jurifdictto decla- p^~ L [~ '' 
ratur. Cum tnim buatit fowiti -epifcoporum effhtt, et iiprortu* qui cq>-Mx.p.ll7. 
pofteh died fiint Decani rutaltf , in vijUando maxitne eo tractu, qui 
eorumjuUi et adminiftratiom credihu jutrat, fpiritaU Jitum impcriitm, 
jurifdidume et chnrilalt temperatum, explicabant." 

Digitized by G00gle 



40 ©rigfa of ttir ©ffitf. [Part II. 

fynodical- notice of the dbpioaetthz is in the provincial 
council of Laodicea, in the fourth century ; that of the 
art&prrsbjiitr-btcan, in the council of Tours, and in the 
writings of Gregory, bifhop of that fee, in the flxth cen- 
& BBr! ™'W tui 7 : an ^ *^at ** ' s tne opinion of the learned, that 
citf. Hijury, there was an early connexion between the Gallican and 
Afiatic churches'. Irenasus, bilhop of Lyons, the firft 
founded Chriftjan eftabliihment of Gaul, was a difciple 
of Polycarp, bifhop of Smyrna ; and many of the miffio- 
naries of the former church are reported to have been 



Origir.fi l.itur- (') The original lameness of the ancient liturgies of the exarchate of 

pp^'08,%. 1 Ephefus (the churches, that is, of Afia and Phrygia, including Laodicea), 

and primitive Gaul, is reafonably entertained by Mr. Palmer in his 

Originet Liturgictt ; and it is a curious fact, that, whereas the latter 

efi'ennally differed from the Roman, the Alexandrian, and the Great 

Oriental, its variation from the laft, viz. that of Bafil and Chryfoftom, 

is diftinctly pointed out as being in that very part which is fo carefully 

Cohc. Laod>e. regulated by the nineteenth canon of Laodicea. Whence the learned 

BMMB.I.C.V. author infers the previous exigence in the Afiatic exarchate of a primi- 

Tom. l p. Si. tive liturgy (probably of apoftollcal origin) identical with the Gallican, 

and fubfequently conformed to the Oriental by the interference of the 

canon in queftion. — Let me fubjoin, as interefiing to ourfelves — 

There is no trace Sf more than two primitive liturgies in the well — the 

Gallican and Roman. The former fee ma to have prevailed in Ganl and 

Spain, and probably in Britain : at leaf! the Britifh differed from the 

Roman, as appears from the anfwer of Aoguffine to the Britifh biihops 

Hift.Kcctrf- ** *he Worcefterfhire conference — the " cabra qua agitis moribus 

"^nftf'i no fi r i* contraria," the cufioma contrary to the Roman cufloms : whence 

•(//.Vol. i.p.w. is inferred the fameness of the Gallic and Britifh rites and ceremonies of 

worfhlp. Sre Spelman. Brit. Cone. Tom. 1. p. 167; and Stillingfieet's 

"**£?■»'*" Orig. Brit c. iv. The Britifh church obferved the rule of the Gallican, 

P 318.' Dipcrii- as to the time of keeping Eafter : and as the church of Lyons followed 

l ofthiA<K. lint. ™* doctrines of Irenteus, who received them from Polycarp, the difciple 

Church, of St. John, fo the Britifh church referred their doctrines decifively to 

the fame Apoftle. 
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difciples of the difciple of St. John. From Afia, there- 
fore, the church of Gaul may reafonably be fuppofed to 
have originally derived her ecclefiaftical rites, cuftoms, 
and difcipline, founded, in all probability, on the inftruc- 
tions given by St John to the feven churches of that *•»*«*■■ 
country (of which Laodicea was one), and more or lefs <W <".'». i*. 
modified, at a later period, by luch canons as were 
enacted by the councils of the parent church for the 
fubfequent regulation of her own polity. In Ada Minor, 
cbottpfstopi originally abounded, and fubfequently ptrfo- 
betttK. If, therefore, from Alia came the polity of the 
Gallican church, it is not unreafonable to fuppofe that 
from Afia came the inftitution of fubordinate rural 
bfsftors into the diocefe of Tours ; where they firil 
appear in Weftern Europe, nearly two hundred years 
after their creation in the eait ; but as foon, perhaps, as 
the economy of the weftern church admitted or required 
parochial vifitation by other than bifiiops. 

Upon thefe dark points, where fo much is left to 
conjecture, I venture not to hazard an opinion, but 
merely fuggeft the probability of the above hypothec's. 
" I would have none to ymagine that I take upon me imht'ims. 
peremptorily to determine anie thing in this matter of r*»3*tZu *" 
antiquitie, as being not ignorant with what obfcurities £■£&??£!£* 
queftions of this nature are involved; efpetially where p " p -* 1, 
helpe of auncient monuments is wanting. My purpofe 
onely is to pointe unto the ffountaines, and to compare 
the prefent ftate of thinges with the practice of auncient 
tymes ; thincking I have done well if hereby I maie 
give occafion of further inquirie unto thofe who have 
greater judgment and more leifure to boulte out the 
truth of this bufines." 
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Though the artfifprrsfcnKrnl or ptotoprofegteral, pErfo- 
biutal or bfsitatorfal, office was intended by the ancient 
councils of the church to fuperfede the tfjQMpfsropal, 
and did eventually do fo ; ftill it was a long tune before 
this change of polity was finally contaminated. For 
effecting the object, the canons were, for the moft part, 
jZufuatrfn* Epical, an ^ concerned only particular provinces : fo 
c 'Hs™™ , ' *^ la * we * m< * tne cnurcn » about this date, fays Arch- 
deacon Parker, varioufly governed, in fome places by 
catmtrD bfs&ope t in others by btsitfng ptEShptcrs, and in 
fome diocefes by both. Even in the Greek church, it 
would appear from Balfamon's commentary on the tenth 
canon of the fynod .of Antioch, tfjoupfatopf and protopa- 

BsTBreg. Synod. patfES CO-exifted KeKiahvpevoV iriro T(3f KOVOVUV toTtv, fatttTKQ- 

irouc yiv&rdai e/c fipajgttas wdXttc kcu KW/iaj, kcu ha twto fytf 
porovow e/j ravrai itpetTf3vTipov$, tjroi nPOTOHAHAOAZ; kou XOP- 

EmiKonoYz. In the Latin church of the ninth century, 

the fuperior functionary co-exifted with the inferior, — 

the former, we may fuppofe, in a waning, the latter in 

a nafcent ftate ; and the bifhop had the advantage of 

the triple miniftration of tftonpfecQpns 1 , arrt&pnstisttr, 

ss.cc.Tom.tx. and archdeacon : — to whom, collectively, the title of 

Cmt-Ji-Vgr. "epifcoporum tninifterii attfutores" is applied by the 

«a.iv.' third capitular of Louis the Pious, chap, v., and that of 

" epifcoporum mtniftri" by the fecond council of Aix-la- 

j (') In the fidl enumeration of ecclefiaftical officers in the Latin ver- 
fion of the Nicaano- Arabic canons (of very doubtful, or no authenticity) 
.cifci TV- ' annexed to the genuine Nicene code, arcitprfKbottW are also joined 
with tbotrpiwopi and archdeacons at a much earlier date (A.D. cccxtv). 
But there, probably, urban or cathedral BltbnritSM are meant. The 
fifty-eighth canon fpealu of the cfcortpittepu* and archdeacon " tanquam 
dua manuM et dwe aUe, quibut epifcopus volat." 
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Chapelle (A.D. ncccxxxvi.), in the latter part of chap. n. 
de vitd et doctrind tnferiorum ordinum. From whence 
may be inferred the compatibility of their contempora- 
neous jurifdiction, as well as their general fubjection to 
one fuperior. 

And why fhould they not have been co-exiftent in 
extenfive diocefes t For the archdeacon being, in thofe 
days, a clofe attendant on the biftiop in the epifcopal 
city, refldent there, and only occasionally, and on fpecial BrtWj'i c» 
bufinels, fent, as a commiflary or mandatary, into the pmiv.cbnp.ii. 
country (more often on fecular than on fpiritual affairs), p ' 
there was room enough for the employment of the 
other two in their purely fpiritual capacities, without 
interference with each other's privileges, or thofe of the 
urban bilhop. To the c&orEpfstojius, or bfllanus tptacoptus, 
of the date alluded to, we readily aflign 1 a general 
fuperintendency over the whole country region and its 
villages, remote from the epifcopal fee, and the exercife 
therein of certain epifcopal functions, gradually more 
and more curtailed to the period of their final annihila- 
tion, in lieu of the urban biftiop ; who " himfelf looked tbjIot-iJm- 
to the metropolis and the daughter-churches by a general sixth. 
fupravifion :" — To the att&ptesliBtrr, we grant a partial 
fuperintendency over a certain number of parishes of a 
particular diftrict, within the precincts of which he was 
himfelf incumbent". 



(') " <BfWECpifCOy( mim/terium eft," lays Ebbo, bilhop of Rheims, IWt Kbkm. 
" omnemfacerdotaiem totiui regionujibi commijfm conoerJaHmum corri- *„£,, 
gere atque dinger e &c," See P. de Marcs de C. 8. et I. Lib. ti. cap. xiv. 
Tom. i. p. 293. 4to. Edit. 

{') So Dr. Colin, Tab. xi. feeing to divide thefe functionaries: — "per Prima Lma- 
tatam uliquam dUtcefim ; ut (pi* topi titulam qui otim fboirpMupi, PohuSiBccU- 

nunc *$** A 't*"< 
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Such an arrangement of ecclefiaftical officers — each 
respecting the rights and privileges of the other, and all 
having the common good of the church at heart — 
appears to us as if it muft work well, and be productive 
of much advantage. But it was not fo; — harmony did 
not, long together, reign between the bifhops and their 
mitred total tKjrotfes', who were continually put down, 
and again reftored, according to the temper of diocefans, 
for feveral centuries ; till the church, becoming, at laft, 
weary of the continual claChing of epifcopal and rfjortpf- 
i- Stopal interefts, determined, in the time of Charlemagne 9 , 

nunc tptscopi HuffragMwf vocantur &c. &c. — In parte aliqud diwcefeot, 
ut HcfttnttAgtett (.quo* t«ano9 rutaUs vacant) atque nunc pterumqui 
adhibentuT ad convocandum cUrutn. — Sigmficandum a* nvrmihU ab 
Ordmario (ut fit) per littra*. — Inducendum in bcneficia vice wrchjuha- 
cont remotSu agentu." 

On the caafes which induced the popes to change the rhowpistopf into 
titular bishops, y« Xenon's Rig/Us of the Clergy, p. 127 ; alfo Boehmcr. 
DiffertaL v. de ChriJHanortim txeObtu in mew et agrU, § vm. p. 308. 
D. I. E. A. 

- e (') Mr. Bingham alleges other caufes for their final fnfpenfion and 

xn. ifii "^ abolition — " Jam verd poteflai rfwtepificopomm" (I quote from Grifcho- 

Tom. i. p. ISO. villa's veriion) " labajbtbat, et ad deleriorem Jiatum indinata gradatim 

imminuebatur, donee tandem fceculo ix.Jictis etfabricatu decretalibu* 

et in fcenam producti*, hand veri nominu epijbopi effi dicerentur i 

atque ita per paparum tyrannidtm in ecdefiu occid en talibu* prorjut 

abrogarentur." 

Capitular. Rtg. ( *) " Placuit ne thoteplscopi h quibufdam deinceptfiant, quoniam hae- 

c. UL Twill ten ' u & nefcientibtu fanctorum patrum el maxime apqfiolorvm decreta, 

p. 827. fuifque guiedbut ac deleclationibu* inftrvientibui facti funL Idcirco et 

oflm perfiepi, et noftro, hfanctA apojiolicd fide find prohibit*; et tie 

demcept a quoquam, tam ordinante, quam ordinari cupiente, talit pra- 

Jhmptio aJpumatUT, h cunctie regni nofiri epifcopi* eft infynodo camy 

niro prohibitum." And the fame was decreed by feveral other councils 

(fee Dncange in voce tbortpttftonu*) : bnt yet, for all that, they flruggled 

D, gi „zedbyG0(5§Ie 
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on the entire fufpenlion of the latter order; (as far at 
leaft aa ftich an object could be effected by canon ; for 
many bifhops "Jhis quietibus ac delectationibus inhce- 
rentet" ftill continued to depute the labours of the 
epifcopate to their inhibited reprefentatives of the coun- 
try,) and apportioned the feveral duties to the city 
bifhops, artftprdata, and rural beans. — " Nomen primiim Moris, a s*t. 
Jit/iulertmt epi/copi, ne amplius fuperbiendi illis occa- Bwreu.ir.&"i. 
jionem daret : deinde qfficia bipertiti Jitnt. Qua epi/co-*' '"' 
porum erant propria, ut ordinare, ecclefias ■ confecrare, 
confirmare, et ejufmodi cum nulla presbytero ab eo tem- 
pore amplius commtmicarunt, Jed Jibi Jblis refervarunt. 
Cetera verd qua; ad jurifdictionem, et ecclefia regimen 
pertinent, aicbfpmiistrtfa, et trrtams turalttma potij/imum 
attribuervnt. Unde etiam antiquitus paulo pofi chor- 



on for a long time after, and were not totally abrogated, aa Peter de 
Marca obferves oat of Sigebcrt, till the end of the eleventh century. See 
De Soto de Tnfiitutione Sacerdotum qui fob epifcopi* ammanan curam 
gerimt,p. 340-4); Dod well's Separation of Churchet, cap. mm; Arch- 
deacon Parker's Account of Church Government, p. 160 ; and Boe'hmer 
Jut Rcclefiaft. ProUJlant Lib. hi. Tit iv. § stilt XM1L 

" Damnatu* tamen non ubique chotepiscapuji," fays Matthajus, " tt D* NobiUtau 
utut centie* damnatu*, eptfcoporum ignavid tamen, turn feculi negotiis JjjJ "■ c ' Xhm 
ohfeffi et impediti, dum otiofoo amfulunt, pavlatim revixit &c* And 
to Natalia Alexander — " ©borepiecopoS fovit eptfcoporum in facri* a-g^ctpiftopi* 
miniflerii* obeundi* defidia. Homines JciUcet laid ad eptfcopalem dig- D 'f "'"'"• 
nitalem honoribu* et divitiis opimam evecli, onera illi conjuncta ferre 
drdignabtmhtr, ideoque ilia in rfjortpistoptw tranrferebant, dum interim 
ipjx iiberiu* geniofuo htdulgerent" A farther reafon for the contiau 
ance of thefe prelates may be foind in the opportunity thereby afforded 
to kings and rulers of putting off the election of urban bifhops to vacant 
fees, and receiving into their own pockets, or thnfe of their courtiers, 
during vacancies, the difference between the larger income of the fuperior 
ecrieiiaftica and the limited ftipend of their fubilitutes. 
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epifcoporum exitnctionem arc&tprtsbntErf £ nwftjf tiecanf 
tttraleg vocabantur, ut notat Innocentius III. 

Nor does Thomaffin's appropriation of the antiquated 

duties of the rficrepfswpatt differ from Morin's; fare that 

he grants a fliare of them to the ruling deacons — 

r*. t tN<». "Proximo poji cfeortpfstopos loco erant artfcfpresbgtnl, 

iSrf kSli. ?wo factum eft ut ubi Jublatum eft illorum collegium, in 

p.i. ut*. max i mam p aT tem potejlatis et minifterii eorum adoptati 

hi fuerint, parte reliqud in archidiaconos refufd:" — in 

which latter remark, he is fupported by Peter de Marca, 

who grants to the archdeacons " JolUcitudmem animad- 

& U ard.itimpe r .vertendi in presbyteros et pagorum vifitandorum, qua 

Tom. i. p. 2M. prater catera rbortpfstopfs competebat ;" hut takes no 

notice whatever of the portion of thofe duties which fell 

to arrfiprtsbgtets : — whereas Morin looks upon the latter 

as having enjoyed them prior to their being fhared by 

DtSacr.ordi- the archdeacons — " Pojlea nefcio quo cafu plurimitm 

^iifiv'c.vi!" imminuta eji artfitprESbpleroruin autoritas, et cum archi- 

F-H-nt diaconis contra jus antiquum communkata." 

Elfewhere, Thomaflin, curforily glancing at the de- 
cayed office of the cfwcplacopuB during the flxth and 
feventh centuries, yet farther notices the ftrong affinity 
which it would have borne to the rural arrfiprrsbgttr's, 
had the latter enjoyed 1 a greater territorial extent of 
Thoraiflin. r. ,t parochial jurifdiction : " hoc faltem dicemus, cum artftf- 
buhLUk'' pttris*"** roralftttB magnam tfiotepfgtopfit qffinitatem mter- 

p.318. ' 

Coioi. Not. ad d — Which more extenfive jurifdiction obtained at a later date in the 
Co*. A™bic. diocefe of Milan, in the cafe of the fntantous biisnt of Arcfabiihop Bor- 
as. CmTTom. romeo. — " ad vicem t$otepi«ct>|xmiin, quibtis jam non opu* eft, actxdunt 
u. col. 317. nunc blflitttOMS quot vocant, in MtdioUaitnfx ecciefid, bfutto* f «»iw« : 
hijxmtfaoerdoU* probali, quo* epi/boptu dtligil, et certat regiona dia- 
ccfis fiue attribuit injpkienda* et luftrandat, ut in civitale fu& gregtm 
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ccjiffe, fi horum Jidei plures effent mandate Jitbjectaque 
parochia." Laftly, Filefac affirms the identity of the p<rocta,ap.iT. 
Greek pertobeuta and Latin beans ratal in thefe words — P ' 
" Si jus canomcum Latinorum fequi vellemus petfobi utas 
rum alios Jignifieare quam Hrc&fpttsfcgtetos/eu betanos rus- 
ticaius diceremus :" and Natalia Alexander ftates the £}£?%'* % 
devolution of tfcorepfatopal viiltation and correction to ^[ iacW . 
archdeacons and beans rural :— " SolUcitudinem luftrandi thm. 
rufticanas parocfrias, et corrigendi presbyteros, quee fftor- 
rpfstopts competebat, in archidiaconos et betanos tnraUs 
trartifuderunt epifcopi" See alfo Mortfan. de $tQtopapfs, DiatrUa * 
cap. vil p. 108. to the fame point ; and particularly, 
p. 115. where he Jays expretfly that the ptotopapae plcbtani 
carious fucceeded the t&orepistopi. 

But enough : — To multiply authorities on fo clear a 
point as the origin of the rural arrijfpresbrjtetate or beta- 
nate (for me may, with Thomaffin, ufe the terms as 
ugnifying the lame jurifdiction) out of the tftorrpfstopate, 
appears altogether unneceiTary ; and therefore I need 
not accumulate on the many names already adduced 
in fupport of the opinion, thofe of Goar 1 , Valerius*, j 

qui extra civittrtem eji, quafi precjem intueri et curare pqfflit : quibiu 
Sw' print women hoc impqfuerunt, videntur mihi nomen tftOttpfStopi ab 
injpiciendi* regionibut inUrprelaH." 

(') " 'o UPOTODAnAZ— ^wi et npaTomPErz: wtfctpttrtjtft <A «< J***. So*. 

antiqtd tiwtfptBropi, j\ rum nominu JkUem potc/latu fucceffbr : nam et Jjjj***-* 887 - | 

« in/ulu Pcnetorvm Lcctore* in/biiuii, et de rebut ecdefiafiicu cHjudicat. 

Vbipluri:sJa<>erdaUtcon<xlcfooMt,pri77UuipJetouL,tt{KifHwfaisprqfcTt^ 

et tandem, ut loquitur Codimtt cap. I. irpiros tori iw fifrarot, fip*>r ™ 

ItuiMpaa tw apxftpimi: — unde et in vicit, epifcopo abjentt, rtliquU 

facerdotibxi* femper preeeminet, et in eot jut exercei." 

(*) " flfalKf tnAgtnf in view et oppidit inttrdum oonftituebantur, SjJjfriSJ* 
tfwippe qvijucoeffrnmtin locum ff>0Kpt*»ponwt." HyiEteL 
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M. A. de Dominis 1 , Stillingfleet, Downame, Colet, Richard, 
Blondel, Brett, Pegge, Nelfon, and others. The fact 
fpeaks for itfelf ; and, as Mono has obferved, the words of 
the thirteenth canon of thePavian council (A.D.dcccl.), 
repeated in that of Rome or Ravenna (A.D. dcccciv.), 
indirectly confirm the correctnefs of our view. 

The canon referred to is an important one ; and there- 
fore I quote it in full, with fome of its annexed glofles : 
Bur. sieg. ix. " Propter qffiduam erga populum Dei coram, Jingulis 
plebibus arc&fpnsiigUrQS praeffe volumus ; qui turn folum 
* f °L imperiti vulgi folicitudinem gerant, verum etiam eorum 
**££■ JEffv presbyterorum, qui per minorcs titutos (ecclefias gl. Hoft.) 
t™. ml col habitant, vitam jugi circumfpectione cujlodiant, et qua 
cwume, omA- unufquifque induftrUi divinum opus exerceat, epj/copofuo 
renuntient (quod folus epifcopus ejl judex ordinarius in 
JuA dyocefi de jure communi, gl. Hoft.) Nee obtendat 
epifcopus non egere ptebem atrjjtprtsbjjtero ; quafi ipfe earn 
gubernare valeai ; quia etfi valdi idoneusjtt, dectt tamen 
ut partiatur onera Jita ; et Jicut ipfe matrici ecclefke 
(cathedrali, mqjori titulo, gl. Hoft.) pr&ejl, ita arrijfcpttg- 
Ogtetf prafint plebibus*, ut in nullo titubet ecclefiaftka 



(') Sec M. A. de Dominis de RepubUcd Kcchfviflicd, L. 11. c. is. 
p. 291. 

(*) In accordance with which preiideiicy over the eedefia bajitifmalet 

of the country, here denominated plrbrtf, the earlieft atteflanon of the 

country arcfiprinst, which has come under my notice, gives him the title 

of aitfttptrtbjittt it nlrir. It u fuhferibed to a grant of Benedict, 

Mnntori Amiq. bilhop of Adria, A.D. hlit.— " Petru* atrhiprrahgtn ft* jlrif Soncti 

The cited Parian canon being an important document, the reader will 

toL 41S. not deem the remarks of Muratori upon it irrelevant " Ex hi* habct," 

fays this laboriotu compiler, " rwrifuiflc matricttjwe primariai parochial, 
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Jblicitudo ; cuncta tamen (fubaudi mqjora et dubitabilia, 
gl. Hoft.) referant ad epifcopum, (prater minora qua ipfe 
determinare poteji, cum habeat ordinariam jurifdictionetn, 
gloffT) Nee aliquid contra ejus decretum ordinare pr&fu- 
mant : (fubaudi etiam leve, cum tnim nrcftipvtSDgttr et archi- 
diaconus vicar ii Junt epifcopi, patet quod epifcopus poteji 
eos, nifi confuetudo obfiet contraria, quandocunque voluerit 
prohibere, vel eorum fententias revocare, gtoff. Hoft.) " 

We here fee granted to rural aw&pttsbsttrs (in the firft ^^:f^ 
canon of the weftern church that gives them plenary em^u. iv 
inftitution, and clearly diftinguifhes them from the urban 
officers) the whole of the tiwrtpiscopal functions, fave 
thofe alone of the higheft grade (as collations to holy 
orders &c.) ; which the biftiops refumed and retained in 
their own hands ; inafmuch as thefe were incommuni- 
cable powers, and could not, canonically, be delegated 
to perfons not of epifcopal dignity. And fo clofe was 
the approximation, and indiftinct the line of demarcation 
between atrijpmcgtersljtp at its zenith, and cfiotcpfstopacg 
at its decline, that the privileges of urban biftiops were, 
at one time, as much infringed by the ambitious inter- 
ference of their unmitred beans, as they had previoully 
been by that of their mitred suffragans. 

Even when the church had decreed, in more than one 

plebis appellations diflinctat, ubi baptifmut celebrabutur ; quibut qui 
prmjiciebantur, atrhiprMbjjttri confuevere vocari. Kraut autem et alia 
minaret parochial (minorei tituli-capellte) flttblpmtjfUtO Ha Jubjecta, 
vt quoHei de \bi calfocanda rectore Jive pretbytero ad confejfiones 
audtendai, aliaque prater baptifinum, aliaque peragenda, electio Jpec- 
laret non folum ad epifcopum, fed etiam ad BK&ipresbjjtwum." After 
which, he quotes examples of the latter'n "ju* conJUtuendi rectore* in 
miaoribut titulu." 
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council, the entire abolition of rfio«p(siO|ii, and had, by 

the canon above cited, and many others, ftrictly defined 

the duties of their fuccenors, (fo that there ftiould be 

no more confufion of privileges in the adminiftration of 

t»«™« Qtr- fpiritual affairs,) we find the ratal an&prfests, like their 

TUi a3tT' rjottp t'scopal predeceffors, tranfgrefling the boundary line 

within which conciliar law had placed them, and at an 

annual rent Q'Jitb annuo pretio" — "pro certd pecuniai 

quanlitate") — fimoniacally purchafing of their diocefan 

ss. cc. Tom. bifhops a fort of eptstopal rank and judicial confequence: 

•M.Tii.ftML till at length, in the twelfth century, the councils of 

i^crTaZgoz. Tours {A.D. mclxiii.), and of Rome {A.D. hclxxix.), 

viewing the practice, as, at once, a burden and dhgrace 

to the church, and fubveriive of its difcipline, inhibited 

it, on pain of deprivation 1 . 

This, however, was, confeffedly, on the part of the 
bifhops, an improper delegation of fome of the higher 
powers of epifcopacy to unlawful hands, at the price of 
a bribe ; and, on the part of rural brans, an ambitious 
attempt to enlarge the exercife of their privileges under 

(') The origin of the abnfe, and the interference of the papal fee for 
its fufpenlion, are thus recorded by Pierre Ronviere, in his ERftoria Mo- 
nqfterU S. Joanni* Beomaenfii in Tractu Lingonenfi : — " Munus eorum, 
(fcil tucanoram roialinm) etfi initio fuit, curare plebem agrrftem, mino- 
rumque titulorum pretbytero* ; tatnen lapfu temporit to procejjit, ul 
jurifdiciione epijcopali parte atiqud augeretur. Hie entm eft, quod in 
hoc Tabnlario Reomaenfi alibique pqflim tarn crebra reperiantur tf ca- 
nocum de rebut ecclrfiajHcu judicia et arbitria, qua fuperioribus fiecuti* 
nan tam facile occurrunt Eo veto progrejfa eft aliauando eorumpo- 
ttftat, ut prater ilia, qua erant ordinit nihil non autoritaUt fpifcopidu 
exerccrent, conductd annuo precia epi/hopi jurifdiciione. Qua re* cum 
Alexandra III- vifa ejjet non parum periculqfa, Jbrdida, atqiie ecdefia 
onerofa, fie Janxit in Concilio Turonenfi. ' Quoniam in quibufdam 

parHbut 
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a certain preftation or payment, fimilar to that, perhaps, 
by which archdeacons, at one time, obtained an amplifi- 
cation of their powers. 

But that are&priests, with their legitimate and uiual 
capacities, were fuitable fucceflbrs of bfltan ilsfjops in 
the weft, may be inferred from the fact, that, in certain 
diocefes, the former are expreffly ftated to have been 
fubftituted for the latter ; as the perfotreutae were fubfti- 
tuted for the tjjottpfstopf of the eaft. In Ireland, for 
inftance, we learn, from the preamble to the conjlituiions w>m« ffv»* 
of Simon de Rochfort or de RupeforH, bilhop of Meath Ml*'''* 1 ' 
(A. D. mccxvi.), that the legate John Paparo, cardinal «™ £*», 
of St. Laurence in Damafo, and legate from Pope Eu- y^lm^. 
gene HI. to the Irifli, ordained, in a general fynod, held "*"' 0LVI " 
{A.D. mclii.), in the abbey of Mellifont, or, as fome fay, 
at Kells or Kenanufe in Meath, — "inter alias Jalubres cant. b.hh. 
confiitutionet, tunc et ibidem factas, ut decedentibus dn>t« '' p 
epfstopls, et GxiUorum fedium epifcopis in HiberniA, in 
eorum locum eligerentur, et fuccederent artftfpwsfjgtrrt A 
diocefanis conftituendi, qui cleri et plebis folicitudinem 



partSnu tecani quidam vel anjnptrfl&jlttri ad agenda* vice* eptfcoporum, 
fiu archidiaconorum, et Urminandas caufat ecclefiaflicas fub annuo 
precio ftatuuntur, quad adjacerdolum gravamen, et jubvtrjwnem judi- 
cionan non eji dvbium redundare, id ulttrhu fieri prokibemus. Quod 
Ji quit de ceetero fecerit, remaoeaiur h cli-ro : epifcopus autem, qui hoc 
fufthuurit, et ecdefiaJUcam juri/dtetionem fud patitur dffimulaiione 
perverti, difinciione eanoniod pereellatur.' Ita refert can, Quoniam. 
We pnelati viceijuat S[c. Defxit, ut opmor, hand diu poJUa htee cor- 
ruptelu,fed ttcmitfua nihilominu-t matyxt jurifdictio, quam defcribU 
concilium ColonUnfi. ' Quo/dam accepimu*,' inqu.it, ' impedire bftanM 
tntale* qaominut paffint officio,, et jvri/dictiotiem juam exercere, 
fynodos Bberi telebrare, et exceffit* corrigere, qui et ipji tnteliigant fe 
r x com mu nicationem hjure, et canonibut latum 
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gerant infra fuos timites, et «/* eorum fedes in totidem 
capita tacanatuam roralram erigerentur &c." After which 
follows a copious lift of canons regulative of the tranf- 
muted office, — all of them of a visitatorial and inipec- 

dt&F**' tionsi character, in order to the reformation of the 
church and clergy. 

And in the lame country, according to Sir Henry 
Spelman, the title by which the oran ratal was known, 
viz. torba, was derived, by a barbarous contraction, from 

fH£, jM iu rtwpfettP 081 — "<£»rba eminentioris loci fuit atque idem 
qui tetanus rutalfs, plebanas, arcf>fprf»bpter, feu tfiorepf- 
stojms: a quo et nomen {barbara conlracHone) videtur 
Jbrtitus. Hibernici enim (literas b et p confundentes) 
eundem Copp*cb et Conbacb vacant. Cop pro chor, p*cb, 
et b*clj, pro pifc et bifc pronunciantes*." 



to*™?!!*"" S 1 ) Prom this, remarks Wakefield, we are enabled to form n pretty 
exxv. pp.45S, correct idea of the Hate of the ancient Irifh hierarchy. Ireland was full of 
foc,q ' tborqiijStonl, bflhgt or tvtal *t*hop#. In Meath there were, Clonard, 

Duleek, Kells, Trim, Ardbraccan, Dunshaghlin, Slane, Foure, Skrine, 
Mulling-ar, Loughfeedy, Athunry, Ardnurchor, and Ballyloughort. In 
Dublin were, Swords, Lufk, Fing-laa, Newcaftle, Tawney, Salmon-Leap 
or Leixlip, Bray, Wicklow, Arklow, Ballymore, Ciondalkin, Tallaght, 
and CMurthy ; which included the rural Dtantriw of Cadledermot and 
Athy. Thefe were all rural otantrwg ; and, of courfe, rural Mr*, before 
" If the number of rural oranmrs," fays Ledwich, " at 
their firft erection, and afterwards, in confequence of Paparo's regula- 
- tioo, could be difcovered, from records in the Vatican, or elfewbere, it 
would give us the number of rural 9( tt. The rural Draneritfl, in the 
common, are not correct, elfe I might eafily have adduced them. Our 
bilhops, I fuppofe, might have amounted to above three hundred." See 
alfo the Rev. W. H. Hale's Effhy on Tithe*, Part n. p. 53. & notes 1, 2, 3. 
(*) See Ware's Antupiilia of Ireland by Harris, VoL II. chap, xxxv., 
hbithapi tf °f M* Corbet or Corbanet, Erenachs, or Herenacht, &c " The tomor- 
1*wfi*» OT ""* e ** fu PP Dfed °y Ufti er" C>» « treatife written on the fubject 
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"Quos Greeci tftntftompnt, hoc eft certarum regiuncu- ^ c ^^; 
larum in qudUbet diaxefi Jpeculatores" fays the fynod of 
Augsburg, " alii archidiaconos, alii arrtipttB&gKros vacant, 
in nq/ird ecckfid cathedrali, quo ad cerium d'tftrictum 
mcenUs Augujlana civilatis adjacentem archidiaconi, in 
reliqu& verd dicecefi ftrcanormn ntraltam nomine cenfentur." 

Id the church of St. Martin at Utrecht, according to Moi™. d, a,. 
Molanus, the firil of the fuhdeacons, or the archifub- c.xxxiYp.884. 
deacon, has the title of tfjowpfacoptis, and exercifes the 
office of arcfilptEsbgUt or Sean rural ; being not " chori 
tetanus," but " Seranos rotaUs,— -feu primus inter Irecartos 
rnrales, quern Leodii tretanttm trecanrjrum vacant," And to m»*i «*"»■ 
the fame root may be traced the tfjtttf or cfjurof o of the p- mt. 
eaftern Maronites — the name by which the nrcbprxsbnttr 
or local parochtts, according to Dominic Macer, is diliin- 

in hdcix.) " to be the fame with ( jwtplgtOfrasJ or archive »b»tn, was of it See gob. tftu. 
higher dignity than the herenach, caoonicaUy ordaiued prieft, and Haled f^^^\" 
in the mother-church. He had alfo the firft ftall in his own church, and 3»«- 8amwt$. 
an empty flail in the cathedral The tommoriMm is called in the fcho1ar*s 
certificate given by Sir John Davis, plebanus, quia plebi eccltfiaftteo; 
prtecfi, having the fnperintendeace over the reft of the body. ; and fo he is 
called In the faid grand inqoifition under the county of Cavan, where it 
is faid alfo, that the plrtannB or ttnbt is the head of a larger sept than 
the herenach, and fometime* of fevcral septs, and hath Ibmetunes 
feveral berenachs fnbject to him ; but that the herenach was head of a 
fmaller sept, which only was fubject to him. The herenach was 
admitted only to the firfl tonfure, and never to the priefthood. Both rorbt 
and herenach were anciently married men, till celibacy was enjoined the 
clergy ; and we find their fons fncceeding to their offices ; and the lay- 
abbot in Wales was under the fame eircum fiances. They were fubject 
tikewife to the triftiop's vifitationa, to whom they gave a fubfidy at their 
entrance, and were chargeable with proxies and refections, and, like 
others of the clergy, were liable to fequeftration for caufe ; of which 
there is a precedent in the archbilhop of Dublin's regiftry, as to the 

cortt, 
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guifhed ; to whom the bifhop, at the time of inftitution, 
gives the paftoral ftaff of office. 

But this tjwrf or ciittro^o, as he is called in the lan- 
guage of the people of that country, is rather to be con- 
fidered an urban ecclefiaftic, on the authority of the laft 
MorUwidsi fynod of Libanus, quoted by Moruan in his Diatriba de 

•ptotoi'dpi* Die- * ^ , , . 

irife, cp. vii. $rotopapfs, than as connected with the villages. 
WiABDjrtoa'i The Maronites (who are chiefly inhabitants of Mount 

Orak Church, ■, , , i i . 

pp. 10,11. Libanus), when they retained the rijorepiacopi in then- 
towns and villages, eftablifhed ptriobeutot under them, 
but had no piotopoptft as plebfom ctKfoius, fuch not 
being required in addition to the rural cf train cursators. 
$totopopes obtained only in the epifcopal city — and 
there, one only, who was the bifhop's vicar. " In eccle- 
Jtd orientali," fays the fynod of Libanus, " epifcopus in 
urbe habet vicarium, qui ptotopapa, protoprtsfcgttt, artftt- 
prtabgttc, et a nobis tfrotf appellator : in Jingulis vicis, el 
pagis t&oitpisupos conftituit: petiofeutas autem,feu tix- 

cottr, in the government of Archbiihop Walton, in nccccLixm." — 
pp. -235-6. — See the Rev. W.H.Hale's Appendix to ku Effby on TUAet, 
Part ii., containing an extract from Uiher's unpubliihed treatife on the 
Hcreiiach, Termon, and Corban lands, in the Lambeth Library. Upon 
thefe officer), fee alfo T. D. Whitaker's Hifiory of fFhaUey, Book ti. 
chap. i. p. 43. " With what eiactnefs," fays he, after having defcribed 
the peculiarities of the Irifli functionaries, " do the feveral characters of 
thefe kindred offices in the church of Ireland apply to the bean of 
Whalfcy ! For, like the herenach, he had honorem villas ; like the "U- 
■annft, he had patronage and jnrifdiction over feveral dependent churches, 
together with a vicar and chaplain of his own; and like the tertian, his 
function was hereditary, tenable alfo by perfons in inferior orders, and 
compatible with the married ftate." It does not appear, that this ano- 
malous perfbnage was a rural oean. — In his perfon were united the' 
rights of patron, incumbent, ordinary, and lord of the manor. But it hat 
not been found, that he ever had a feal of office. 
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turararsatotts, atque btsttatores ordinat, quorum cura eft, 
vicos ornnes, et pagos circumobire, et cunctos ad recta 
vita,fanceque doctrine normam efformare. Horvm autem 
dignitas perpetua eji, quia per manus impqfitionem tra- 
ditur, tametfi propter delictum fufpendi pq/Jint ab officio, 
et amoveri." The rarity of Morifan's Diatribe on Greek 
protopopts in this country will, I truft, defend my intro- 
duction of a few more particulars refpecting thefe Syro- 
Maronite ecclefiafticB at the conclusion of this divifion 
of my labours. I fcarce know where elfe to admit them, 
and they are far too curious to be entirely paffed over. 

In the prefence of the urban btihop, neither the pro- 
topopt, nor the rural bisjjop, nor the tftraintuwator, exer- 
cife their functions : — their ufual enfigns of office are 
laid afide : — they neither bear the crofs in their hand, 
nor the mitre on their head, unlefs expreflly licenfed fo 
to do by the diocefan. But, in the abfence of the latter, 
the ptQtopopt in the cathedral, and the cfjorepfstopus in 
the country, on folemn days and feftivals, occupy the 
firft place in the choir, and wear the mitre — leaving the 
higher feat of the biftiop unoccupied. When all thefe 
oriental fub-dignitaries are convened before their fupe- 
rior prelate, the artjjprfrst or protopope of the city has 
the precedence of the tfjorrpfstapus, and the latter ranks 
above the prrfelreuta. Again, as to the ecclefiaftical "°*f™ ■* 
ornaments alluded to — the protopopr is the bearer of two p- im - 
croffes, a mitre, and a paftoral ftafF: — the perfo&euta is 
not entitled to a mitre, but only to a crofs, and a (hep- 
herd's crook, in token of the commiffion, with which he 
.is inverted, of fuperintending the diocefan flock, — for 
he is a diocefan officer. The infignia of the tfcoreplscopus 
are the fame as thofe of the artfipresbpier of the cathedral. 
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See the Ruffian documents of the &pptntrfx; and Dr. 
Brett on 33fs6op* Suffragan, c. xn. pp. 230, feqq. on the 
cfwrpistopf of Alexandria, Bohemia, &c. 

From Mr. Wharton, it appears that our rjwrnfstopl or 

v *!" S u a ' ivt & xa % am °f the weft were allowed the baailus pafto- 

a,itet*uLift rfl '"» an< ^ Mr. Anftis is of opinion, that they wore mitres 

afWoifa.p.M. with a flit in the front, in order to diftinguiih them from 

the fuperior prelates. See the feal of the Suffragan Bi- 

fliop of Philadelphia below engraven. It is probably the 

only feal of a bilhop in partibt/s infidelium now remain- 

rwv" u i**vii ' n S ; aiw * '^^°' a curiofity of no fmall regard 1 . 

p.361. xixvui. 

( ' ) The leal is below engraven for the fake of exhibiting the infignia 
of office of the Anglican cboKpitfropu*. It prefents to our view the 
effigy of Bilhop Swillington in pontificalibut, Handing in a tabernacle, 
with a heart in his right hand, and a crofs in his left. The coat under- 
neath the figure is, a fefle charged with three pellets between three tons, 
and the infcription runs s . doini . tome . episc . phiudklphiencis. 

Thomas Swillington, Pegge tells an, was prebendary of Stow in Lind- 
fey, in the church of Lincoln, and appointed amffragnt to John Long- 
land, bilhop of that fee, with the title of Philadelphia, July 15,hdxxxiii. 
The exercife of his epifcopal function was confined to the two archdea- 
conries of Lincoln and Leicefter. 
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Tub ORIGIN OF Bean* -Rural in England.— Institution o 
pari ansa and parochial clergy. 



BEFORE the divifion of parishes, the endow- 
: ment of parochial churches, and incardina- 
; tion of presbyters in country cures, it were 
. vain, of courfe, to look for 'beans rural in 
England 1 . A few remarks, therefore, on thefe prelimi- 
nary meafures, will neither be uninterefting, nor irrele- 
vant. They will aid us in our investigation of the fpecific 
fubject of the prefent fection — the origin of the toetanal 
office in our own iiland. 




(') ™ Vox ttapotxia paracia in antiquU ecdqfut Jeriptari&u* et canoni- Beiarreii Cod 
bvt cimcitiorum, territorium, fedem. five, ditionem ad epifhopum petti- Ctn.EccLPrim. 
nentem perpetud fignificai : quo finfu hod*} vox diacejit a nabi* vulgd 
ujurpatur, adro ut UTtafqu^que epifcopu* fiiam haberei xaponiar, quatn 
epifcoptdi autoritaU gubernabaL" But, fubfequcntly, it dune to iignify 
a paruh, us at prefent underflow! ; in which fenfe it is ufed by Theo- _ 
doret, in his epiftle to Leo M. and in the feventeenth canon of the cecu- Jfyift. in. 
metric council of Chalcedon. See P. de Marca * C. S. tt I. Lib. n. ^'"'^J"' 
c xiii. 3. Billon's PerpetuaU Gouvernement efChrifla Church, chap, n- Tom.ii. p.M7. 
p. 184. Edit hdsciii, and Slater's Anfioer to Lord Chancellor King's En- 
ipdrg, Slc. pp. 31, feqq. (which, by the way, fo far fatis6ed his lordihip, 
that he gare the author fome preferment; though the diflenters continue 
to quote his lord/hip's Primitive ChriftianHy as if it had never been 
abundantly refuted, even to the conviction of its noble author) — alia fie 
Burton's Eodef. Leeturet, xn. p. 369. 
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The vapotKi'a was here, at firft, as eliewhere, the 4W- 
""Vii* Kl ' l " r C 17 ^ Suicer. T. £. in u. iWiapnc. v.) — the whole 
KMntft co/i epifcopal diftrict — hi which the bifliop and his clergy 
°/ / "^?T i l lived together at the cathedral 1 or mother-church (fo 

limi, fub Initio. ... \ 

«y> called, fays Panormitan, " guiajtcut mater general, ita et 

WorkCyolm. ecclefia bapHJmaUs regenerate Tom. n. p. 73), and per- 

c.wdKj of p a - formed in one fpot the public offices of religion to the 

feq,. ' " ' congregated worfhippers of a whole diocefe ; or fupplied 

raTcJi, 0.x. the few widely-fcattered chapels, field-churches, or ora- 

rftL?**wX tories, in the more remote parts of the country, with 

Pi?.7e,fcqq. fpiritual instruction and confolation, by the inftrumenta- 

lity of itinerant priefts ; who themfelves, here and there, 

erected fuch local houfes of prayer, out of the means 

fupplied by the liberality of bifhops and contributions 

of converts ; while the munificence of pious, kings and 

princes, in places of the greateft refort, gave being to 

cathedrals or diocefan temples. 

SjjKjf^liJ 1 Churches were, doubtlefs, erected here, foon after the 

p- 8 **- firft preaching of the Gofpel" — probably in the firft 



Ttu Dtfiriptitm (') " Tnefe churches are called cathedrall," lays Holinflicd, " bicaufe 

°if" e 135 "* the biH'op 8 AweO. or lie neere onto the fame, as bound to keepe continuall 

relidence within their jurifdirtions, for the better overfiglit and gouver- 

nance of the fame : the word being derived A catAedrd, that is to faie a 

chaire or feat where he refteth, and for the moll part abideth. At the 

firft, there was but one church in everie jurifdiction, wherinto no man 

entred to praie, but with forae oblation or other toward the maintenance 

of the paftor : for as it was reputed an infamie to pafle by anie without 

vifi tenon: fo it was a no lefle reproch to appeare emptie before the 

Lord. And for this occafion, alfo, they were builded verie huge and 

great, fof otherwife they were not capable of fuch multitudes as came 

daille unto them, to heare the word, and receive the facmments." 

Collier's Eccirf. (*) To what particular apoftle Britain is more immediately beholden 

tain, 8. i. Cent. f° r **» acquaintance with the truths of ChriAianity, it is faid i 

1. pp. 3. 0, feqq. 
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century: — for, though the earlielt teachers may have 
congregated their auditors at croffes in the open air ; it 
is inconceivable, how Chrhtianity could be long and ex- 
tenfively received amongft the people, in fuch a climate 
as ours, without churches 1 , or, at lead, fome convenient 
houfes, or other places in the nature of churches, ap- 
pointed for the exercife of devotion. And we know, on Tertnnbn. ad- 
incontrovertible evidence, that, in the fecond century, $n? ad * '' 
Britain had generally received the Gofpel — the " Bri- 
tannorum maeceffa Romania toca" were, in Tertullian's 
words, " Chrifto fubdita." Nor lefe certain is the infti- Lk>jd'« c*»rcft 
tution of bifhops*, priefts, and deacons, among us ;— MM* 

C.III.p.71,reqq. 

be difficult to determine. But tbe evidence which proves that a Chrif- AeairoNelfon'i 
tun church was planted here by fome of the apoftleg, and molt probably f^^^/f g r 
by the great apoftle of the Gentiles, is afluredly entitled to grave confi- tieati, chip. n. 
deration. The reader, who may be defirons of purfuing the {object (too ' 

cxte olive to be here incidentally difcnfled), will find all he can require to 
eftabHIh St Paul's claim, in Bilhop Stillingfleet's Origin** Britanniae, 
chap. i. pp. 35, feqq. ; Bilhop Burgefs's very learned " Tract* on the 
Origin and Independence of the Ancient British Church," (2d Edit. 
London, mdcccxv); "Remarks on the JPeJiem Travel* of SL Paul," 
(London, mdcccxx) ; " A Charge to the Clergy ofSamm" (mdcccxxix), 
pp. 11, feqq. 

( ' ) ProfelTor Burton fays, there is no evidence of Chriftians afiembling tectum «■ 
in what would now be called a church, before the third century. The £j£ Sjnf ' 
charge of having neither altars, images, nor temples, was brought againft p 279. 
them as late as the beginning of the third century. Still I think they 
molt have had buildings of fome kind or other for their religious worihip 
in Britain before this date. Bede fays the Britilh ChriltianH reftored their 
churches after the Diocletian perfecution. So that they mult have exifted 
before that event See Brett's Account of Church Government &c p. 169. 
2d Edit. 

(*) The council of Aries in Franco (A.D. cccxiv.) was attended by rjoyd't Qare* 
three Britilh bishops (probably the three metropolitans of York, London, fjJTTrj"' 
and Caerleon ?), by one presbyter, and one deacon : — all of whom fagjft Chrrt 

fnbfcribed, f^f 1 
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whereby the form of church-government was complete, 
and, fpiritually fpeaking, the Britifti church fully efta- 
bliihed. See Dr. Burton's Thoughts on the Separation of 
Ckurck and State, pp. 3, feqq. 

Strong, however, and uninterrupted as is the evidence 
of a viflble church 1 in thefe realms, through, what is 

Ataau. fa Cm. fubfcribed, or rather prefixed their names. " Unde Jlmut conftat," fays 
Synod. Tom. if. Bifhop Beveridge, " non epifiopot taniitm, fid pretbyUro* et diaconot 
Routh't r u $** '^ nu *** conflUutot efli, ac promde perfectam eliam ecclefiam, tola 
Saaa, Vol iv. eccte/iafticarum perfonarum numero abfolviam." (Fide plura in loco.) 
^Siftorn'ofthe '^ e civilatn of Britain, at the time alluded to, were thirty-three; of 

Anglo Saxmt, w hich thirty were in England and Wales : and Mr. Turner thinks that the 
vm.pp.si^feqq. ecclefiaftical concerns of each civiiat were regulated by a diocefan bilhop; 
over whom was a fuperior bilhop in each province, anfwerable to our 
metropolitans, though not dilbingnifhed with the title of archbilhops. 
Ste Wharton de Epj/bopU Londinenfibiu, pp. 4, 5. and Whitaker's Hi/lory 
of Manchefter, VoL i. B. i. c. jti. pp. 402, feqq. 
Mmtib. Woftmo- (') The light of the Oofpel having been introduced into Britain, was 
5gg. never afterwards eitinguilhed. When driven from the interior provinces 

by the devaluating fword of the pagan Saxon, the Britain church withdrew 
Annotations with its hierarchy into the fafinefles of Wales and Cornwall ; and was 
Nine*. Primi, toerc exifring as an apouolicaL independent church, (" uuiW^oAo*," 
CjJ- fays Bimop Beveridge, " nulli extraneo epifiopo, fed fw> foli metropo- 

I.. t. cap. xxv. litano Jubjacim*,") when Auguftine arrived in the Ille of Thanet (A.D. 
L. v. op. xziv. DXCVI j_ — Nay more — preferring its integrity for a century and a half 
and beyond, after the monk had commenced, with his forty coadjutors, 
the labours of re-converting the then heathenized inhabitants of the 
interior of the ifland. See the bilhop of St Afaph's admirable annota- 
tions on the filth Nicene canon; Borlafe's Stale of Chrijhanity in 
Cornwall, § in. p. 340. AnSq. of Cornwall; Cave's Di/fertation con- 
cerning the Government of the Ancient Ckurck, e. v. pp. 248, feqq., and 
Soames's Bampton Lecture*, p. 453. 

The evidence of each fncceflive age molt clearly proves, as Bilhop 
Bnrgeis has long fince fliewn in his profound and accurate refearches 
on the fubject, that Chrifiianity was at no period extirpated from Bri- 
tain. (Sec Pagitt 's Chrijlianograp/iie, P. in. pp. 6, feqq. ; The Conti- 
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called, the Britifh period of our ecclefiaftic hiftory, viz. 

the firft fix hundred years after Chrift — there is no trace 

of a parochial clergy in the modern acceptation of the BUbopofiin. 

term : — nay more— for two centuries, or nearly fo, after jam™ (W. 
- 1 - 1 mmux, p. fa. 

nuance of ChnfHanity in Britain*; and Roberts's Appendix, N". vi. 
Hiftory of the Ancient Britifh Church ; and Billiop Burgee's Tracts be- 
fore quoted, pp. 96. 125, feqq. 

In the firft century we have the preaching of the Gofpel in Britain by 
the great opoftle of the Gentiles — rW>u* — *npt£ ytrijuros i* re rjj SuLSthT 

firaxoXff aol EN TH 4YIEI — Sixa*hj-unji- JiJei^u; oXov roV xoafior. Ha) p. 8. 
EI1I TO TEPHA THZ iTEEOS EA6QN — ji.t.A. 

In the fecond — the public avowal and protection of Chriitiamty by Beteff^.o.^. 
Lucius, a Britilh prince — " the firft Cbriftiun king in the world " — Cirte'i antral 
(A.D. CLxvn.— CLXiyi.) — " called by the Britons fciutt JBaur, The ffijCftfr 
Great Brightneft." By whofe means, undoubtedly, the Chriftian church "■ vni. 
in our ille (Stillingfleet's Originet Britannica, chap. IL p. 62.) was che- g«*™«jh, 
rilhed and advanced, though not originally founded. For we cannot *- ¥ -P-M s - 
award him the plenary praife of Michael Drayton's mufe, as — 

" That good king, to whom wa ohie/tf owe Drijion', iV 

Thie hsppineft wa hare, Chrift crucified to know." jj2n' *** & 

See Steveufon'a Supplement to Bentham's Ely, Remarks, pp. 145, feqq. Seldsn'i notti, 
■* King Lucius." Hale's Primitive Church of the British I/let, pp. 1 06, *" m " 
feqq., and Roberts's Chronicle of the Kings of Britain, B. HL pp. 90, 91. 
and notes. 

In the third and fourth, the Diodefian perfecution— " omnibus feri ** MS-* 
anteactis diuturniar alque immanior" — in which St Alban, our proto- Knur. Hunting-' 
martyr, and Aaron and Julius, " legionum urine dee*," and many p.JJos. *' 
others, fell 

In the fourth, the prefence of a deputation of Britilh bilhops at the Blnghun'i Eo- 
conncils of Aries {A.D. cccsi v.), Sardica (A.D. ggcxlvii.), and Arimi- JX,. 20Ss moles 
niun {AM. ccoux.) — " the moft avouchable evidence," in Fuller's words, **J™- 
" of Chriftianity flourifhing in this ifland in this age" — Cm, it 

P.J4. 

" — When the primer church her councils plesTd to call, Dr»jton'i Po- 

Great Britain'! biahopa there were not the leaft of all, pTiT' S °* g B ' 

Againft the Arien feet at Arlee having room, 
At Sardica again and at Ariminnm." 
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the landing of Auguftine and his companions in the Ifle 
of Thanet (A.D. dxcvl), we are told by a high authority 
in thefe matters, Archbifhop Wake, " there were no fuch 
things as either parilh-churches, properly fo called, or 

Btim E.B.O.A. In the fifth, the fynod of Verulam (again ft Pelagian ifm ; which, at that 

CC Af^'VtH time, ia Bede's 'laagaage, u ^dem Briiatmorvm /add p^U commacula- 

VoLi.p.i.w. verat"} where were prefent, in addition to the Britllh prelacy, Ger- 

-p " "*"' ' manns billiop of Auxerre, and Lupus billiop of Troyes — " Apojiolici 

patret," — " qui ad confirmandam fidem gratia caUjli* Britannia* 

venerunt." See Smith's nota; ad Bcdatn, p. 54 ; Carte's General Hi/lory 

of England, Vol. i. B. ni. in. pp. IS 2, feqq., and Dr. Hales's Primitive 

Church of the Britith IJk*, p. 131. 

Babe E.H.G.A. In the fame century— a fecond fynod, three years afterwards, againft 

Nennii"w ^ e '* Bme ft erefy, ■* which attended Germanns again, and Severus bilhop 

e. 38. Wifiini's f Triers, a difciple of Lupus. When, like wife, the inceftnous marriage 

Briion. i&U9. °f TCing Vortigern with his own daughter was condemned by the bilhop 

of Anxerre and the whole Britith clergy in council aflembled. 
Grier'i Epiiate In the fame century — two or more Iriih fynods recorded by Wilkins: 
p 83 e™'"* 1 '' aod others again, which the induftry of Sir W. Betham has lately brought 

to light, held about the year ccccl. (frith Antiquarian Refearchei.) 
CC.U.B.etil. In the fixth, the celebrated fynod of Henevia — a general convention 
».°sie. P ' of all the bilhops and clergy on account of the Pelagian controverfy, at 

Llanddewi Brefi, under Archbifhop David ; who removed the metropo- 
litan church from Caerleon to Mynyw — " ah urbe legionum ad fuam 
Paiyolbio*, Meneviam" — (" fince, holy David's Seat" — Drayton) St. David's. See 
t sJl^n'.n 3 ' Bale and Wilkins in CC. M. B. et H. Vol. i. p. 8, note; StUlingfleet's 
*■>•*•*. Originet, c. v. p. 348 ; Rapin's England, Vol. i. B. n. p. 43; and Carte's 

England, B. in. m. p. 186. Tyrrell's General Hi/lory of England,? ol. i. 
B. in. p. 149 ; and Hoare's Giraldut Cambrenfii, VoL n. B. n. c. i. and 
Annotation! by Sir It C. H. 
ffift'rf atari- *■ V* f ™ e — ** I y nod of Victo " a > "W" in Wales, for the confirmation 
tain, B. i. Cent of the acts of the preceding fynod of Henevia. (fir Giraldo Cambrens. 
jy^.^T deVU&S. David, lect 9.) 

^"/ffri In ** * event ^ 1 ' * ne meeting of the bilhops or doctors of the Britons 
L. ii. op, tt. with AugulHne at Auguftlnaes-ac ; and at a fecond fuller fynod, when 
VoLMhl/'fo "^ BritUh b»H"»P« (JiptemBritonum tpifcopi, et plurei siri doctf/fimi 
note ax Spij- maximi de nobifyffimo eortiffl monafteria, quod vacatur lingud Avglorum 

mm. ibid. _ 

Bawcor- 
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fettled priefts to officiate in them." But this is rather 
aflumed as probable than proved as certain. The (late 
of the cafe I believe to be this: — The historical docu- 



Bancornaburg, cut tempore Wo Dinootk abbas prtefujffi narrator) Stfflinsriioei's 

delivered their ever-memorable protefl againft the Pope's authority, and pjTssfl, rcqq. 

all communion with the church of Rome :— whea " the rode schifmatics, 

in the form of the clerical tonfure, and in the day of the celebration of 

Eafter, obllinately refilled the imperious mandates of the Roman pontiffs." 

So writes the infidel Gibbon. — We care little for the farcafm intended to 

be conveyed ; while the fact itfelf is fo tally acknowledged. (D. if F. 

V. in. p. 624.) See the abbot of Bangor's anfwer, refilling fubjeetion 

to Auftin and the Pope, in Wilkins, CC. M. B. tt H. Vol. i. pp. 26, 27 ; 

Carte's England,Val i. B. m. xm. p. 224 ; Rapin's Ungland.Yol i. B. in. 

p. 68 ; Tyrrell's England,Vol i. B. iv. pp. 160, feqq. ; and The Chronicle 

of the Kingi of 'Britain, pp. 175, feqq., and Roberts's notei. Upon which 

anfwer, Nathaniel Bacon remarks — " This was the Britons' refolution, aytanad % Pa- 

and they were as good as their word ; for they maintained the liberty of *[*"£ Difcourft 

their church five hundred yean after this time ; and were the loft of all p. is. 

the churches of Europe that gave their power to the Roman beat! ; and 

in the perfon of Henry the Eighth, that came of that blood by Teuther, 

ihefirjl that took away that power again." 

But, Mr. Johnfou fays, foon after Bede finished his EccleGaftical Hi- Andnu * ft*. 
flory (A.D. dccxxii.), " the Wellh as well as Englifh became entirely ^SSvof i. 
Romanifls ;" — while others, with more truth, have held, that there is evi- V- *• 
deuce of the Britilh church having maintained its independence of the 
fee of Rome as late as the year ncccciv. (fee Collier's Church Hijlory, 
B. in. p. 171), and even till the conqueft of Wales by Henry I. See 
Archdeacon Goddard's fecond Fifitation Charge to the clergy of Lin- 
coln, uncccxx. p. 27, note, and again note p. 82. " No twithf landing an 
irdnlated fact or two which mark communications with Rome, and even 
deference to it," fays the archdeacon, " though not fubjeetion, the Britilh 
church may be faid to have fnblifted throughout the Saxon times in the 
remote parts of the iflaud, nor was it finally merged in the church of 
England till the conqueft of Wales under Henry the Firth" See Btfhop 
Burgefs's note on BrilUh Ordination, Tracts on the Origin of the Bri- 
tftACiurcA, Appendix, p. 318. " In Ireland," writes Mr. Roberts, " it a^t.afAmeUm 
continued to the reign of Henry II." Appendix, N°. vi. **■ Chunk, 

, , BCoogk 
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merits are few that have come down to us, bearing upon 
sdd«q'i,HM.tf the polity of the ancient Britain church ; and thofe few 
p. MB.' ' give us no reafon to fuppofe that the practice of this 
ifland, in refpect of its then imperfect church-economy, 
differed from what was uniformly received through thofe 
parts of Chriftendom of which we have the beft tefti- 
A^rf'pwfl. mon y remaining : — in all of which, a fyftem of collegiate 
««, P p.M.fcqq. union and miffionary inftruction feems uniformly to have 
Dr\pitUtfTht preceded the appropriation of presbyters to particular 
p. tm. cures — in accordance with which the bifhop and his clerus 

continued to live together at the cathedral, and to per- 
form the ordinances of religion there and abroad.'as 
occaiion required; until fuch time as the ecclefiaftic 
economy of the diocefe was matured for clerical resi- 
dence on endowed country cures. 'The latter point, the 
Britifti church, as diftinguifhed from the Anglo-Saxon, is 
fuppofed by Selden, Wharton, Inett, Wake, and others, • 
never to have attained. At leaft, no evidence of the 
fact, worthy of credit, has defcended to our times ; and, 
in the abfence of fuch, the general cuftom of Chriften- 
dom is applied to the Britifh church ; which is concluded 
never to have had an incardinated parochial miniftry. 

Still, auxiliary churches, or villican chapels of eafe to 
cathedrals or mother-churches, were erected by the Bri- 
tifh bifhops and miffionary clergy, out of the contributions 

Parochial Ami- (') The (lory of the pariiA-priefi of Cum p ton, ie. Long Cum u ton 
pVjj. ' in Warwickfhire, waiting on Augultine on his way to the conference of 

the Britilh billiops in the remoter parts of Mercia, and complaining of 
the non-payment of tithes by the lord of the manor, is rejected, with its 
miraculous accompaniment, as an abfurd legend : — indeed, were it, in 
all its circuuiftimces, true, Bifliop Kennett remarks, it would carry back 
parochial incumbency to a very early date. 
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of the faithful, in different parts of the country, remote 

from the epifcopal fees. Of the fact of fuch erections 

no doubt exifts. They are, again and again, noticed in 

Bede and other writers, as well as the parent edifices. 

They are mentioned atfo in thofe molt authentic records 

of contemporary matters of church-hiftory, the fynods of 

the day, in the tomes of the councils of Great Britain and 

Ireland. To particularize feems fcarce neceflary. Let 

it fatdsfy the reader, that ages before the Gregorian mif- 

fionaries and their Saxon converts began, " convenire, Be&sH.B.a.j. 

gfallere, orare, miffas facere, praidicare, et baptizare," in 

the much-vaunted church of St. Martin by Canterbury, 

the native Britons had erected that edifice — " ecclefia in 

honoremSancti Martini antiquitua facta" faysBede/'tfam | le " ^fon ' , 

adkdc Romani Britanniam incolerent: " and there the B™umn , « ei v . 

Noli; pp.11, 12. 

Chriftian Bertha, Queen of Kent, had been wont to pray 
with her chaplain, Bifhop Luidhard, and a Chriftian con- 
gregation. Ages before the Romanifts obtained their 
licence " ecclefia* fabricandi vel reftaurandi " on Britifh 
foil, the aboriginal "Jideles Chrtfti" had conftructed 
places of worfhip' in various parts of the ifland ; and, 

(') Many churches and parishes dill retain the names of Britifh faints ; Kenncu'i Cafi 
not only in Wales and Cornwall (where we fhould expect to find them), fo^T^nX 
but in the bowels of England, and in Huntingdon (hire more, perhaps, whiukeri «(«. 
than in any other midland county. The churches of Eve/ham, Avalon v.ii°B'ii "ji. 
(Sullingfleet's Origin** B. c 1. p. 26), Manchefter (St. Michael's), Dover * »'■ Vt **"■ 
Cnftle, and other places, are fuppofed to have been of Britifh origin, 
equally with St. Martin's by Canterbury. See StUlingfleet's Ecclefia/U- 
cal Cafes, Vol. I. pp. 125, feqq., and an interefting account of the Anglo 
Roman Church of Brixworth in Northampton!}] ire, in the British Maga- 
zine, Supplement Dec mdcccxxxiii. pp. 746, feqq. ; alfo fee Hart's Me- 
ihdla Conciiiontm, cap. v. pp. 38, feqq., a valuable fyuopfis, highly cre- 
ditable to its compiler. 
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when the Diocletian 1 " turbo perfecutionis," which had 
razed them to the ground, had blown over, the fame 
indigence had again reftored them — ** progrejfi in publi- 
cum Jideles Ckrifti, qtdje tempore di/briminis fylvis ac 
defertis abditifve J'peluncis occultaverant, rcnovant eccle- 
Jias ad folum ufque dejlructas, bafiUcas Janctorum mar- 
tyrumfundant, conjlruunt, perficiunt, &c." 
a Drjbu* >>f In thofe early days, any pious prieft, who defigned to 
P . ok *"' inftruct the country people, Mr. Wharton thinks, might, 
with the approbation and licence of the bifhop, build to 
himfelf a church — " a plain and humble conveniency of 
divine worflxip" — and therein, after confecration duly 
performed, might teach as many of " the neighbouring 
nifties" as chofe to attend upon him. 
%««i s. Pa- To fuch non-parochial foundations, the twenty-third 
B.'ttH.v*\.u canon of the Irith epifcopal fynod (A.D. cccclvi.), feems 
to refer — " Si quit presbyterorutn ecclefiam adificaverit, 
non ojerat, antequam adducat fuum pontificem, ut earn 
confecret, quia Jtc decet," (c. 23), &c. And fuch were 
thofe of Dubritius, in South Wales (A.D. ccccxc.) ; whofe 
primitive church-eftablifliment, recorded in an anony- 
mous JrU3?. fl of the Cottonian Library (fince printed in 



(') Though Conftantiua, the Roman governor of Britain at that time, 
■* ' had an inclination to favour the Chriftians, yet it was not in his power 

to dispenfe with the Imperial edicts, and he complied fo far with them as 
to demolifli the churches. 
Defmei o/Pia- (>) This ancient author de Fundatione Ecdefite Landavenft* (who 
p wrote cireUer A.D. hcxx, as Wharton thinks) has been nuTonderflood. 

Par from proving the divifion of diocefes into parilhes, and affixing cer- 
tain priefls to them, the fflSs- only (he wa that the province of South Wales 
(Dextralit Britannia) was then divided into fereral diocefes, and bifhops 
ordained in every one of them : the term parocAia being the ancient 

eccleuaftical 
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the Mo/iast. Anglican. Tom. in. p. 188), is cited by Selden, 
iainsHiJiory ofTythes — "VidensJimctusDubritiuslargi- caw. 9.1. 
Jlttatn potentum manum ergajibi commiffam ecclefiam, par- 
titus eft difcipulos, mittens quofdam difcipulorum suorum 
per ecckjias Jibi datas; et quofdam fundavit ecdejias ; 
et epi/copos per dextraUm Britarmtam coadjutores Jibi, 
ordinatis parochus fuis, confecravit." 

Thefe churches of the Irifli and Welih archbifliops, Bed. e.h.oa. 
like the earlieft of the Anglo-Saxon foundations of after- * sWitaVwi* 
date, (witnefe that noted by Bede " in villd comitis cujuj- 
dam qui vocabatur Puch," who invited the bilhop of 
Hexham to confecrate it ; and a fecond " comitis voca- 
bulo Addi," confecrated by the fame prelate — fince called 
South and North Burton) circiter A.D. doc, had fome 
kind of limits of adjoining villages or towns, and fo were 
in that refpect parochial : but the parochial were limited 
only in regard of the miniftering presbytery, and the 
feveral functions of the biftiop's chaplains — " epifcopi 
clerus " — fent, as occafion required, from the cathedral 
or religious houfe adjoining, to preach the word and 
adminifter the facraments within appointed circuits. - 
Still, the larger provinces of the prelates being denomi- seia™'. nyi. >f 

ccdefiaftical name of a diocefe. As for the fnpply of country churches, 

this testimony feems rather to imply, that it was performed by itinerant 

priefts, whom Dubrittns Tent in their turns out of bis own college. 

However, afterwards, when the Britons were driven into Wales, and Eji/4. p. M. 

were fully fettled in it, that country being become populous thereby, 

they found it neceflary to divide it into parilhes, and to aflign priefts to 

them. For in the laws of Howel Dha, king of Wales, made about the speinun. Cmeii. 

year dccccxl, there is mention made of the houfe of the psxifti prleft, rjjj^ "'*' '' 

" domuM Capellani villa," in every village. Although the divifion was ^5" 1 "'* EccL 

even then lb imperfect, that frequent fubdivilions were fubfeqnently p . m. 

made ; as appears from the thirty-fifth law of the fame king. W A * * ly 
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nated parochia, thefe little diftricts of delegate miniftra- 

tion affumed, it may be from analogy, the fame appella- 
whirton-B D*- tion, being the contracted diocefes of fubordinate ambu- 
i""pp.b3%w. latory clergymen ; but not, ftrictly fpeaking, parifhes in 

the ordinary acceptation of the word, though fuch they 

have erroneously been fuppofed to be. 

While this primitive arrangement prevailed, in the 

nonage and immaturity of Chriftian difcipline and prac- 
Kenneiffi Of/> tice, the miflionaries difpenfed the word and facraments 

qf lmp regria- • « « ■ « i * • 

nam, p. 3. abroad; and, returning from their holy circuit to the 
iv« Antiquity centre of unity, the epifcopal college, reported to their 
ckj c a /«,v. ii. diocefan the ftate of his vapoHua, and the fuccefs of their 
p ' evangelizing tours. So long, then, there was no call 

for the furveillance of local Ireans, — the Chriftian flock 
either being habitual worfhippers coram epifcopo, in pre- 
fential communion with him, or conftantly reported to 
him by the delegated emiffaries of his college, the dio- 
cefan priefts. 

The duration of this Ample church-polity is not 
seiden'uffiyj-o/- exactly known. In the Britifh times it doubtlefs com- 
menced ; though little or no teftimony, as I have laid, is 
extant to declare the eccleflaftical ufages of thofe primi- 
Bedir mji.Eco. tive times ; and, after a period of pagan darknefs and 
Uiv.tiivu. perfecution (which drove the ancient infular clergy into 
Wales and Cornwall), the fame economy again appears 
in the days of the Anglo-Saxons ; a community and col- 
legiate life of the bifhop and his clergy being appointed 
for the model of the latter church by Pope Gregory at 
its firft eftablifhment ; and the fyftem of itinerant preach- 
f b " u '°'* *; ing and difpenfing the word and facraments, by tempo- 
p.74. rary minifters difpatched from the aflbciated body, being 

<« ti »W generally practifed when venerable Bede — " presbyter 
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esimius merttis " — finifhed his church-hiftory (-AD. 

DCCXXKl). 1 

Nay, it would appear, from his celebrated Epiftle to ewe'. ot*ent 
Archbijhop Ecgbert on the ftate of religion in North- (m*Toi.i- 
umbria (A.D. dccxxxiv.), that thofe parts were almoft pp.M2,r«n. 
utterly deftitute of fpiritual affiitance, not only from 
bilhops, but from miilionary presbyters alio. The former 
not only neglected to vifit, in perfon, the villages and 
hamlets of the inacceffible and mountainous woodlands, 
but fent no officiating minifters from the epifcopal col- 
lege, fupported though it was by the general fund of 



(') The ufage of the Britilh church and people in refpect of itine- Bed* H.E.g.a. 
fancy, about the year ccccxc, baa been already declared, in a pafiage '" 

cited from the 013- JEftory ofUandaff. " If any credit is to be given Wharton's it*. 
to the ancient (toe* and legend* of the British bilhopa and faints, this -&J™ °^^ ura ' 
was the practice at that time in the Britilh church : That the biOiops at 
their cathedrals, and holy abbots and doctors in feveral parts of the dio- 
cefe, (hould educate and maintain great numbers of priefts in a collegiate 
life, and preflde over them ; who in their turns (hould travel about and 
inftruct the lay Christians in all the circumjacent territories; and that 
being done, return to the college, and give way to others to Succeed them 
in the fame employment." But, on the other fide of the queftion, fie 
Mr. Whitaker's remarks in his Hiftory of Manckefier, Vol. it, B. n. c. ix. 
§ ii., and alfo Epijl Oildee. Scriptorei, xv. pp. 23, feqq. TncrepaHo in 
Clerum. 

In reference to the Eugliih Saxons (A.D. dclxi v.), itinerancy is point- 
edly fliewn in the following anecdotes of our great ecclefiaftical hiiio- 
rian — " Si quia facerdotum in ticum forte devmerit, mar congregali in 
unum victim cerium vita ah illo expetere curabant. Nam neque alia 
ipfit facerdotiimi out clericu vicot adeundi, quam prtedicaiidi, bupti- 
zandi, in/trmot vj/itandt, et {ut brniter dicam) ammo* curandi, caufa 
fuiL" And before, in the fame chapter — " ubicunque clerical aliquu 
out monachal adeeniret, gaudcnter ah omnibus tanqwtm Dei famulus 
exciperetur. Etiamfi in ilinere pergeng invemretur, accurrebant, etflexd 
cervice vel mamt fignari, vel ore ilUtufi benedici gaudebanL Verbis 

quoque 
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the diocefan titheB *, levied on the deferted diftricts — 

zwi.v. Bed» " Audivimns enim etfama eji" writes the presbyter to 

Antik. Edit, his metropolitan, " quia multa villa ac viculi noftrce gen- 

i. a. ' * tis in montibus fint inacceffis etfaltibus dumofis pqfiH, ubi 

nunquam multis tranfeuntibus annis fit vifws Antiftes qui 

ibidbn aliquid mintfterii out gratia calejlis exhtbuerit, 

quorum tamen nee units quidem & tributis Antijliti red- 

dendis effe pojjit immunis ; nee Jblum talibus locis defit 

Antiftes, qui mantis impqfitione baptizatos confirmet, ve- 

riim etiam omnis doctor, qui eos vel fidei veritatem, vel 

di/creHonem bonce ac mala actionis edoceat, abfit." 

The archbifhop himfelf being unable to attend to all 

quoque forum rxhortatorw diUgenter attdUum prtebebant" &c. And 
lib.jv.cuvit. again elfewhere — " Erat quippe morit eo tempore populit Anglorum, 
id venienU in villam clerico vel presbytero. cuueti ad ejus imperium 
verbum audituri conjhterent, Ubentir ea qua dicerentur awHrent, liben- 
t&U ea qua audire et intelHgere poterant operandofequerentur." 
H .E.G. A. h.\i\. Facilities of local wnrlhip were then moil rare. Churches were very 
c siv " "* widely fcattered. In the part of NortAumbria, denominated Bernicia, 
(Northumberland and the South of Scotland between the Tweed and 
Firth of Forth) we are amired, on the high authority of Bede (A.D. 
dcixxv.), there was no church or altar erected — " nullum Jidei Chrif- 
liana ftgnum, nulla ecchjia, nullum altare, &c" — fave only the church 
of St-Ofwald. In Deira (Lancailer, York, Wefimoreland, Cumberland, 
and Durham) no oratories, or baptilteries, fave one baJiUca alone in the 
villa regia of Campodonum. For an account of the ftructure and mate- 
rials of many Saxon churches, fee Turner's ffifttn-y of ike Anglo-Saxon*, 
Vol. it. B. in. c. v. pp. 415,feqq„ and Han's Medulla Condliorum, c. v. 
pp. 38, feqq. 
Kenaeu'iCo/4 ( ') While the neceffities of the country were thus upon occafion fnp- 
°{U? F "£' a ' plied, it did not alter the Hate of the eccleliaftical patrimony ; which (till 
remained in veiled in the bilhop for the common ufes of religion, as 
devoted folely to God and his clergy. Out of the general fond the bilhop 
gave to each officiating minifter the dividend to which he was entitled 
for the fpiritual duties he performed at the bimop's mandate. 
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the miniftrations of religion in all parts of his vaft dio- 
cefe, the writer urges the appointment of affiftant itine- 
rant presbyters and teachers — " quia latiora Jitnt fpatia ^a.f.ns. 
locorum, qua ad gubernacula tuts dieecefis pertinent, '' 9 ' 
quam utjblus per omnia difcurrere, et injingulis vie it lis 
atque agellis verbum Dei prtsdicare, etiam anni totius 
emen/b curriculo,Ji(fficias ; neceffariumfatis ejl, ut plures 
tibijacri operis adjutores adfeifcas, presby teres videlicet 
ordinando, atque infiituendo doctores, qui in Jingulis 
viculis pradicando Dei verbo, et confecrandis myjleriis 
c&lejiibus, ac maxime peragendis Jacris baptifinatis qffi- 
ciis, ubi opportunitas ingruerit, infijiant." 

At this date, then, we may conclude, the fyftem of 
millions from the epifcopal college, ill Supported as it 
was in certain parts of Northumbria, was the only mode Bingium^Ee- 
of propagating the truths of the Gofpel amongft the t f y A e^'i!"' 
unconverted, and fupplying the returning wants of fpi- R '"' * vm " 6 ' 
ritual miniftration amongft the faithful. At leaft, the 
only material modification of it (if modification it can 
be called) was in fuch parts of the country, as Chrif- 
tianity mqft prevailed, wherein, fays Bilhop Stillingfleet, suiiingfleet'* 
" encouragement was given for building churches, at a &$■, v/aria', 
convenient diftance from the cathedral, and fettling a '* 
number of presbyters together there, which were after- whwwn'. d«- 
wards called collegiate churches: — to which the great p 
and devout men of that time gave liberal endowments, 
that they might the better attend the fervice of God 
there, and in the country about them." Whence other 
zealous intinerants, again, iffued forth upon the fame 
footing as from the epifcopal college, to convert and 
inftruct the circumjacent inhabitants ; and continued fo 
to do, as long as the miffionary fyftem of evangelizing 

Denized by G00gle 



72 «Wflin oC tpe ®Hicr. 



prevailed — till, in ftiort, the country was parochialized. — 

And when did this important innovation take place ? 
The idea of parifties, viewed in the light of " diftricts 

bounded in regard of the profits from the people therein," 
chMtrh flj/i. in Fuller's words, " payable only to a paftor incumbent 
SbStodA* there," is inconfiftent with the community of ecclefi- 
SaTKS" aftical profits jointly enjoyed by the bifliop and his 

clergy during the greater part of the eighth century. 

But towards its clofe, Christianity having rapidly ad- 
Biibop of un- vanced, and " devotion," to ufe Selden's phrafe, " having 
SJ^Soai grown firmer," the eftabhftiment of proper parochial 
&*nnon-ica/* cures was generally commenced by the bifhops 1 and 
tiJZ!ffi iar kings**, in their refpective manors, and, more efpecially, 

by the opulent thegns ', the great landed proprietors of 



Bed* 2.MQ.A. (') " Birinus tpijcajnu Dorcincte Ac . . . fact** dedicatifqur eeele 
Lib. in. cip-vn, yg^ multijque ad Damnum pro eju* labore populu advocatu, migrant 

ad Dvminum." 

WMUker'i (") " Inter alias qwufabricavi ecclejvu, &c" Carta Ethelberti Re- 

T^^S^i. P* ™ Monaft. Anglican. Tom. i. p. 24. The earlieft lay foundations of 

churches noticed by Bede, are thofe before cited of Counts Puch and 

Addi (circiter A.D. Dec.) — bnt about A.D. dccc. they appear to have 

been common, if we may credit the charters of confirmation made by 

Bertulph, king of Mercia, and others, to the abbey of Crowland, on the 

authority of Ingulphua. 

Burnt*! Ptfto- (*) To this origin we trace the hiftory of private patronage: — the 

r **i£f*SS*L je ' manorial lords, having founded and endowed local churches out of their 

p. 231. Ulergjf- a 

ma* • Ajjifta>.t. own private refources, obtained, in return tor their liberality, the right 

of prefenting to each a competent paftor, approved by the bifliop, and 

amenable to his jurifdiction, for inilitution and induction to the fame. 

Sonnet on Pa- And our churches, to all appearance, are Hill, generally, prefentable to 

bui^nBrit*' b j the legal reprefentativea of the very parties who built them originally, 

Magoximi, formally fettling upon them, refpectively, at the fame time, from land of 

their own, a dowry of glebe, and the tithes of their own eltates. See 

Dr. DruUm's Thought! on tin- Separation of 'Church and State, pp. 7, feqq. 
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the Anglo-Saxons, who were defirous of the benefit of 
refident priefts, for themfelves and vaflals, on their own 
extenfive domains, and of having the limits of the fame 
made permanent ecclefiaftical divilions, within which 
they might partake of the offices of religion, without 
being compelled to have recourfe to a diftant .cathedral, 
collegiate, or mother church. Thefe foundations had, coiaart &**/. 
probably, proceeded more rapidly, had it not been for the ***>■ b. i 
mania 1 then dominant of erecting monafteries (fo ftrongly 
animadverted on by Bede), which in many diftricts 
diverted the bounty of the rich from the more falutary 
direction of parochial establishments. However, by de- 
grees, each eftate and commenfurate parifli obtained its 
appropriate place of worfhip — a filial church fubordinate 
to the maternal temple of the diocefe, with a refident 
incumbent and diftinct endowment of its own 9 . So 
much being " retrained from the common treafury of Wharton-i^*. 
the diocefe," and perpetually annexed, with the biftiop's <™. r- »<>■ 
i'anction, to each new creation, as was fufficient for the 



Gt-Brt- 



(>) King Edgar bonded that he bad erected fbrty-feven mon arteries. Tmm>t BUkrf 
(*) To the following beautiful cpifode of die HUtorian of Craven, not hu,vo£ i. p.398. 
iuappofite to the text at this point, the reader, I am lure, will readily grant 
the meed of approbation : — " I would aik," fays Hr. Whitaker, " whether, 'DuHift & A%- 
at the foundation of p&rUnes, and for many centuries after, it were pof- JJJJJj^y^ 
Hble to devife a method of fnpporting an incumbent equally wife and "■ * c - p- *■ 
proper with that of a manfe, glebe, and tithes? — The pallor was not to 
be a vagrant among his flock ; an houfe therefore was to be provided for 
him ; he wanted the common necefTaries of life (for it was held, at that 
time, that even fpiritual men mud eat and drink), and money there was 
none to purchafe them ; a moderate allotment, therefore, of land was alio 
required. But the growth of grain, a process which demands much care 
and attention, would have converted the incumbent, as it has been well 
and frequently urged of late, into an illiterate farmer. It was proper, 

therefore 
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maintenance oi z, Jeparate officiating minifter upon each 
demefne. This practice being generally received, at 
laft, an uniformity obtained in this innovation of paro- 
chial right. See Sir Thomas Ridley's View of the Civile 
and Ecctejiaftical Law, p. 216, note, and Whitaker's Hi- 
ftory of Whallcy, B. n. c. i. pp. 37, 38. 
SJJMfiEL. At firft, thefe precincts were much larger, and caft 
w ?is ol " '"' m *° m cb-like divifions in each diocefe, (the biiiiop of 
Worcefter thinks,) as, at prefent, constitute our ratal 
beanrfrs — varying in fize according to the difference of 
the feveral circuits of the founders' demefnes, — and were 
fubfequently fubdivided; — but, whatever their magni- 
tude, there is no record of localized, parochial presbyters 
attached to any fuch particular incumbencies in England, 
till after the middle of the eighth century. 

It is true, that the advocate of earlier incumbencies 

might allege the firft and fecond of Ecgbert's Excerpta 

in proof of fuch a notion. They, feemingly, evidence 

johnw.Ee. the fact, " that parifh-churcbes began then to be built 

dcc'il. ' ' apace in the province of York," as Mr. Johnfon deduces 



therefore, that the glebe Ihonld be reftricted within fuch limits as would 
(office for the production of milk, butter, cheefe, animal food, and fuch 
other articles aa require little labour ; while the bread-corn, and other 
grain of the minifter, Ihonld be fupplied by the induftry of bis parilhionen. 
And if the minifter fed the people, as it was his office to do, with " the 
bread that endureth," there was an harmony, as well as equity, in requiring 
that they mould feed him in return with that " which perifheth," But 
this primitive and pleating reciprocation of good offices too quickly ceafed 
to.be univerfal ; and the common corruption of our nature will fuper- 
fede the neceHHy of inquiring, whether the evil began with the fubtrac- 
tion of tithes or teaching, lite declenOoa would be mutual; and law, 
not love, would foon become the mcafure both of the one payment and 
the other." — The Hi/lory and Antiquities of the Deanery of Craven, &c. 
Edit. 2. p. 5. 
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from Can. I. — " Ul unufquifque Jacerdos ecclefiam Jitam cc.m.b.*h. 
cum omni diligentid adijicet, &c." And the twenty-third, * lpp ' 
twenty-fourth, twenty-fifth, and twenty-fixth canons go, 
apparently, to eftablifh the lame point. But, it muft be 
borne in mind, that the date of this compilation is un- 
known. The vicar of Cranbrook places it AD. dccxl. ; 
Spehnan and Wilkins, A.D. dccl. ; and others much later 
— as late as the tenth century. The truth, perhaps, 
may be, that, though the archbtfhop, whofe name the 
Excerptions bear, was the founder of the code, about 
the time firft. fpecified, his fucceflbrs and others aug- 
mented, curtailed, and tranfpofed its contents at discre- 
tion ; incorporating many canons of the ninth and tenth 
centuries with the authentic collection of the firft ama- 
nuenfis, Hucarius. So that this code of the province of 
York, as it now appears, with the many augmentations 
of Ecgbert's fucceflbrs, (the work probably, as a whole, 
of fome learned monk of the tenth century,) is no evi- 
dence of the ftate of clerical fettlements during the 
archbifhop's occupation of that See (A.D. Dccxxxrv — 
dcclxvi). The rules are, almoft entirely, copies and 
extracts from continental canons; which circumftance 
alone would render them inadmiflible as teftimony of 
our infutar condition, at that or any other time: for 
they do not appear to have been ever received or ratified 
by any Englifh council. 

But, towards the clofe of the eighth century, we have 
other indifputable proof of presbyters appropriated to 
particular churches. — In the fynod of Celcyth (A.D. 
dcclxxxv.) it is ordered, " Omni anno injynodalibus con- cc. m.b.hh. 
ventibus ab epifcopis jvngularum ecclejiarum presbyteri, «n. i. 
qui populum erudire debent, de ipJ'A fide diligentiflime 
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examinentur, &c." And again, in a fecund fyncd of the 
feme place (A.D. dcccxyi.), all the fervants of God are 
bade to aflemble " perjingulas parochias injingulis qui- 
bufque ecclejiis," at the death of the bifhop, to chant 
thirty pfalms for his departed foul, and perform other 
ceremonies of failing and prayer : — where, it would feem, 
parifhes limited as in later days, are to be underftood. 
s.idm-.Hifl.,/' As fuch foundations increafed, the neceflity offending 
itinerant priefts through the diocefes diminifhed, and at 
laft wholly ceafed ; — fo that we have no mention of them 
later than the fynod of Cloveftioe 1 (A.D. dccxltii.) ; in 
the ninth canon of which, they are enjoined to a due 
exercife of their functions of baptizing, teaching, and 
vifiting, " per loca et regiones laicorum, qua fiH ab epi- 
Jcopis provincia infinuata et injunctajhnt, &c." 
cc.M.B.ttH. The instituting of parilhes, and proportioning of 
soil, w Buhop churches to them, was certainly a flow and gradual work 

of Lincoln'* ; * ° 

cky,«»ccii. of many generations — feveral caufes and perfons con- 
vv ' ' fpiring to it — as Selden, Wharton, Stilu'ngfleet, Wake, 

Ke nnetfi a fi and Kennett, have abundantly proved. And, againft 
ii»u,iip.4.reqq. the authority of fuch writers, fo. profoundly learned in 

ecclefiaftical antiquities, few, I fhould think, will be 
inftnyafMw,- found to fubfcribe to Mr. Whitaker's bold and gratuitous 
p.37i.' affertion, that " all parifhes were formed immediately on 

the Saxon converfion, or even eftablifhed previoufly for 



Whiukcr'iHi/i. (') l* 11 ' 8 Clovefhoe, where feveral councils were held in the eighth 
toi^'^m Bnd nintn centurics > baa teen generally, but wildly, fuppofed to be Cliff, 
at Hoo in Kent It was certainly in Mercia, as the kings of Mercia 
were eonflantly prefent. And it was plainly Glevum, Clevum, or Glou ■ 
cefter, being Clou's or Clove's Hoo or calUe, and Gloucefter being alfo 
part of Mercia at that time. 
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ages among the Britons of the provinces." See Black- 
ftone's Commentaries, Introduction, § iv. 

Leaving, however, this much-ventilated fubject — the 
obfcurity of which is not a little increai'ed by the dif- 
ferent interpretations of the word parochta — it will fuf- 
fice for us that a large number of parochial fettlements 
were appointed towards the clofe of the eighth century, 
and, by its completion, the ecclefiaftical divifion of dio- 
cefes, and " parochial limits of the parishioners' devo- wh«w« Ac- 
tions," were grown fufficiently common for the ordinary {™ p , 85 fa " , ' i * 
inftruction of the people to be wholly left to the parijh f^"^,'*^ 
priejls, and itinerancy entirely abolifhed '. 

How foon, after the organization of the rural clergy 
upon this new footing, artipnsbgtert were appointed to 
overlook them and their flocks, it is difficult to deter- 
mine. Scope is afforded for the commencement of their 
infpectional fervices, in aidance of the hifhop, at the 
date referred to : but it does not appear, that they were 
called into being till more than two centuries after. At 
leaft, no church-record affords any tidings of them within 
the writer's knowledge. 

In France, the firft foundation of parifh churches and 
ordinary cures was much earlier than in England ; and 
fo alio was the Mean atrt&fprrsbpteral inftitution of higher 



(') Presbyters are often recorded in Domesday-book aa refident, 
where there ii no mention of churches, and are fnppofed to have given 
title* to places fo circomttanced — as Priefi't-tuwn or Pr^ftort, Pre/cot, 
Prejl-wich &c. : — in the fame way as kirk*, churchet, or tccU/iee, when 
fuch edifices were rare, gave to the favoured towns, or villages around 
them, the names of Kirkby, Kirkham, Ormetkirk, Eectet, Eccla-tan, 
Becta-kaU, &c. The etymology of Crofi-ton, perhaps, may be traced to 
fome cmciform object of adoration. 
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antiquity in the former than in the latter country. In 
French councils and capitularies, mention is made of 
rural parifhes 1 and priefts in the fifth century, and of 
art&pnsbBUts in the fixth. 

But, probable as it is, that the whole machinery of 
the Gallican church-police * would fpeedily find its way 
into Britain, from the conftant intercourse between the 



MorMort Antiq. (') And in Italy, according to Muratcri, parochial divifions were as 
vi'cul. M9,ftqJ carl ) r u tlle f° art O century. "Ad feodum vulgaris epoch* quartum 
prtecipui pertinet paraciarum, Jive ut appellate Jblemus, parochiarum 
divifto, et ajjignata parocho cuicumque populi portio regenda. Et 
prima quiilem inftituti fuere parochi m urbibus, turn in agrit, ut Chrif- 
tiatwrum mtUtitudini in die* crefcenti pajlorum prafentium ope faci- 
ISu confuleretur. Baptifmalcs autem ecclefite procedenie tempore ejuf 
modi cccltfite appellate funt, quod baptifterium et jus bapliiandi Jidda, 
antea uni urbii cujulque ecclefia refcrvatum, commune factum fuil cum 
ruralibus quoque parochiaUbus eccUfiis, ne in incommodum infantum 
baptizandorum vergeret nimia faorifbnti* diftantia. Ruralium dixi; 
nam quod eft ad urbajuu parochial, tonge feriut tie facta eft venia mt- 
nijlrandi baptifmatis. Nempe dim erat cuicumque civitati una bap- 
tifmatis bafilica, plerumque pent* caihedralem, ad quam deferre opui 

erat quoilibet civitati* pueros facrd undd luftrandas Ptebes 

quoque nuncupabantur parochialet ccclejim, unde ad noj manavit Ita- 

lica vox Pteve, Piebis quippe nomine olim defignabatur coilectiojide- 

faim,fv}> una facer dote pojita : quojenfu eliam duvcefet inlerdum occur- 

runt appellatee plebes," &a With the firft part of this ftatemcnt on 

rurales parochue, Thomaffm alfo agrees. See his Fetus et Nova Eccltfia 

Difctplina, Tom. i. P. i. L. 11. c. xlii. i. p. 292. 

Tkt authority (*) " That there was all along, in Ihefe days, a very near affinity 

%ri„Ji m between the polity of France, and that of our own country, in its eccle- 

Ssnadi.iie. fialtical, as well as in its civil eft ablifli merit, might from many inftances 

evidently be made appear," fays Archbifhop Wake. Set alfo -Hales'a 

Hift. ojAndmi primitive Church of the British Ijles, p. 68 ; Collectanea Cambrica, 

N°. vi. ; and Roberts's Filiation Sermon, unocczn. notes p. 20, and 

Appendix, N\ vi. p. 316. 
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two countries ; fuch does not appear to have been the 
cafe as to this particular department of fpiritual office. 
The fyftem of country arcjjfpresbpmatts or bEcanatts, 
with their attached fuperintendants, does not appear 
amongft us till the eleventh century — owing, perhaps, to 
the magnitude of our firft parochial divisions, and paucity 
of diftinct congregations and incumbencies, which for a 
time called not for fuch appointments. Betides — fuch 
as they were, they were viflted, every year, by the higheft 
ecclefiaftical officer. The bifliops annually " went about sumngiiwt'i 
their diocefes in order to an inquiry and correction of vol i. p. i«. 
mifcarriages," vifiting parochially every church, and 
manfe, and paftor, and flock. They vifited, indeed, be- 
fore the divifion of parifhes at all. The council of 
Clovefhoe, under Archbifhop Cuthbert, orders diocefans 
to vifit their parochia (diocefes) once a year, and to 
teach the people of all conditions and of both fexes 
" utpote eos qui rard audiunt verbum dei;" prohibiting cc.m.b.iih. 
all pagan observances &c. (can. in.) ; and the fame in- '«■ sis- 
junction is repeated in the council of Celcyth (A.D. 
dcclxxxv. can. ui.). After the divifion of parifhes, an- 
nual epifcopal vifltations continued to be parochially 
made, as appears from the conjiitutions of Archbiihop 
Odo (A.D. DcccexLm. can. in.); " the bifliops going Johnftn-.Bc 
about their diocefes every year, and vigilantly preaching dcmcxuIi. 
the word of God." 

While, then, church-difcipline was thus fupported by 
the diocefen in his own perfon throughout the whole 
parochia, we have no reafon to expect the introduction 
of any official deputies ; and none accordingly are found 
between the bifliop and presbyter with any' office or 
jurifdiction in the diocefe at large. By degrees, however, 
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the ecclefiaftical condition of the country changed; 
and the Spiritual government of the faithful became too 
arduous for one epifcopal overfeer or vifitor to manage. 
Parifhes, originally co-extenfive with the largeft manorial 
limitations — commenfurate, as I have laid (fee p. 74.), 
with our modern rural itanrfes — were again and again 
fubdivided ; til], at hut, they reached the comparatively 
fmall bounds, and multiplied diftinctions, which now, for 
the molt part, obtain. Every new proprietor, by grant 
or purchafe, of a partitioned lordlhip, was naturally de- 
firous of a new place of worfhip ', a refident minifter, 
and parochial circuit, proper to his own eftate — accom- 
modations, which the diocefan pallor liberally ceded for 
the advancement of Chriftianity. 

Thus with the division of lordfhips*, churches and 

joimibn'. Be- parifhes fimultaneouily multiplied. And, notwithftanding 

Dcccctviii.e.s. the refervations in favour of the Jbmores ecclejice— the - 

"""' c ' IL mother-parifli churches — of Edgar's and Canute's days, 

(whereby thofe churches, in cafe of new ones being 

erected within their limits, were entitled to two-thirds 

of the tithes and oblations of the elder parochia in its 

johnfoniKfj.. (') In Spain, and ibme other countries, no patron can alienate an 
CfefJE tf'jfZ'- advowfon, but by felling the manor to which it belongs ; and frill, by 
land, P*rt i. our law, if the lord of a manor grant to another perfon his manor, cum 
Ste Kcmintci pertinentiit, die advowfon or patronage of any church or churches, ap- 
aT'Svi™'*. pendant to that manor, panes to the purchafer, or other grantee, though 

there be no exprefi mention of the advowfon ; nay, though the words 
Pajiorai Cat, cum pertinentii* be omitted. Biihop Burnet fays the feparating an 
■wn'» AB^mt, ^vowfon or prefentation, and felling mem off from an eftate to which 
p. 235. the endowment was annexed, obtains in no other nation or church than 

our own. , 
GimliL dm- (*) " Ecckjun veto ijtorum omnet fere tot perform el participet ha- 

ffUI.lTrtc.vi. beTit, quot capilatium mrorum in parochid genera fuerint" 
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fulleft extent), the daughter-churches, " by connivance 
of the time," became poffeffed of an equitable mare of 
the parochial rights, and participated, at the fame time, 
in the temporal heritage of their parents ; that is, as far 
as the lands fituate around the new creations were once 
tributary to the old, the latter were entirely deprived 
of them, and the fecondary benefices therewith perma- 
nently endowed — faving alone the timrrij-scot to the 
mother-church, which was continued to her as a mark 
of fuperiority. 

Thence it happened, that in the reign of the Confeffor .Swivner'. 
the very great number of churches (ftrange as it may gfo-sw™,™. 
found to modern ears, and fcarce credible after all the p .m ' 
ravages of the Danes in the ninth century 1 ) was a fub- 
ject of complaint : the new foundations, by the fubtrac- LL.Bcdef s. 
tion of large portions of tithe of the primary dotations, m'b. mh.vU. 
greatly impoverilhed the old parochial incumbencies — '*' """" *" 
" Multis in locis tnodd Junt tres vel quatuor ecclejite, ubi 
tunc (empor'ts una tantum erat, etjic (decirrue Jingulorum 
Jacerdotum) cceperant minui." (A,D. mlii.) The mainte- j n hi,r<.nwi.. 
nance of officiating priefts was much lefTened from this "ZLh }%' g - 
additional caufe — that the clergy, having been in affluence coiii«°t &£*/.' 
while their larger parifhes were undivided, did not at ^gf' 
that time exact their rights to the full ; and the fame 



(') Alfred's interfiling allufion to thefe ravages, iu his Preface, while Turner'- im. <•/ 
cantrafting the former and then Date of the kingdom, fliews the number ^ yS. i. ST v. 
of well-furnifhed churches in the ninth century to have been confide- c 'i 1,1 ' 1, 
rable — ... . " I alfo remember," fays the king, " how I faw, before 
that every thing wot ravaged and burnt, that the churches through all 
the Englilh nation flood full of veflels and books, and alfo of a great 
many of the fervants of God &c. ! " The churches, at that time, were, 
for the mod part, built of wood, and therefore foon deftroyed by fire. 
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being neglected were, in a great raeafure, fubfequently 
loll : while, at the fame time, the very cantonment of 
the tithes amongft a greater number of poor clerks ren- 
dered their payment more neceffary. 
■ However, notwithftanding the complaints of the pri- 
mary foundations, the fecondary ftructures advanced, 
gradually and progreffively, to the ftate of perfect bene- 
fices, and were invefled with diftinct glebe and tithes, 
apart from the mother-parifh-church, as the latter, in its 
day, had been portioned off from the cathedral endow- 
ment ' . Before, or about, the time of the Confeffor, this 
innovation on the elder parochial diviiion was com- 
pleted ; and the ecclefiaftical bounds of parifhes gene- 
rally fixed, as they have fince obtained throughout Eng- 
land — (fee LL. Eccl. Edgar. R. cc.vi. ix. xv. Canut. R. 
c. xni) — the diverfity of our prefent parifhes in fize ori- 
ginating in the endlefs diverfity of the feveral circum- 
ferences of the founders' pofTeflions. 

To reduce and preferve the multiplied parochial cures 

within the pale of discipline, we may fuppofe, that, about 

this time, a certain number of incumbencies or prcsip- 

KratEg were thrown together, and constituted an axttit- 

* diftrictus arrhipreabjmrf roralte" — at the 

<m fon'n Code i ( ' ) In honour of the cathedral church, and in token of (abjection to 
wfiJiiL'r"' it, as the bifliop's fee, every parochial minifter, within the diocefe.pays to 
p. 171. the bUbop an annual penfion, called anciently tathrttraimm : which ac- 

knowledgment is fuppofed to have taken rife from the eftablilhment of 
diftinct parilhes, with certain revenues, and thereby the feparating of thofe 
diftrictB from the immediate relation they had borne to the cathedral church. 
Mr. Johnfon feeing to confider the tatftrtiairum the fame as cburrh-stot : 
fee Ajwient and Prefrnt Church of Engta7id, Vol. I. p. 15. 

(') Or the attfcinrnfbnttnrtt may reprefent Bilhop Stlllingfleet's pri- 
mary parochial divifion, a fection of the diocefe correfponding to the 
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fole and arbitrary appointment of the bifliop of the dio- SuTbomtma. 
cefe; or, as population thickened, within the limits of tom.lp.ii. 
the fame, and new churches arofe, that a certain number 
of contiguous cures, in claffes of ten l or more (the eccle- 
fiaftical in this matter copying the civil (late) were 
fevered off from the primary jurifdiction, and modelled 
into beanrfts*; or, in other words, diocefes were broken 
into artiifprtsbgttratrs, and thefe again remodelled into 
tttcanates, and placed by the diocefan under the vicarious 
tutelage of brans rural : who ftill preferved, in eccle- 
flaftical language, the title of arrljprfcsta 3 . — " arcfjfpKSbjj- Morin. * s*™ 
tttf dtcti videntur Stcanf," fays Morin, " ed quod anliqui- £»«■ wi'.«.iV 
tots dicece/es crant per itcanfas divifa, quibus praerant p ' 
archipresbntm ; ut videre eft in capital. Carol, calv. c. in. 
T. hi. Cone. Gallia." 



modern rural brown ; wherein was originally one church — the matrix 
eeclrfia — with its incumbent minift er ; whofe huge parilh was fubfequently 
cantoned into minor pK«bj>tetattB ; over which the elder priefl prelided, 
as the uttferawf of the continent over his minaret titvli; and continuing 
to dwell at the principal town or place (the metrocomia, where was the 
original matrix eccUfia), esercifed, as nrcfipritst, ecclefialttcal rule over 
the whole jurifdiction, churches, presbyters, and people. See the note from 
Holinfhed, below. 

(■) " Within the diocefe of WorceDer," Bilhop Stillingfleet fays, " in Prtfoa u Eeci. 
two oomarfes of it, there are to be found in Domesday book above *"' ut 
twenty pariJh churches : in the Oranarj of Warwick, ten ; and in the 
tMMKD of Kingflone, fifteen. 

( f ) Rapin notes, that in the days of Alfred the fecolar clergy had Btfl. ofEng- 
taken pofleffion of the monafteries, from whence the monks had been b.iv. p. ill 
driven by the Danes ; and lived there in common, under the direction of 
an atrhfrieKt. 

(') " As the number of Chrilti&ns increafed," writes Holinfhed in The 

Def'cription of England, " fo firft monafteries then finallie parish churches, 

were builded in everie jurifdiction : from whence I take our ■tanrrit 

„ 2 church.. 
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Some fuch ecclefiaftical arrangement as that alluded 
to, probably, took place in England about the middle of 
the eleventh century, if not earlier, in imitation of the 
economy long before eftablifhed in the Gallican churches ; 
SjyfvSui. whence, in Mr. Whitaker's opinion, the whole of our 
r'm.'* x '""' fpintual police emanated. Whether, however, this no- 
tion be admitted or not, there were canons enough of 
influential councils, bearing upon the office in queftion, 
to make known its utility, and pave the way for its 
introduction from the continent into England — witnefs 
the fecond of Tours, the Capitulars of Charlemagne, and 
the Pavian and Lateran councils, cited in earlier pages. — 
In the latter it had been espreflly decreed, (both at 
nrdtw' 1 Ticinum and at Rome) " ut Jtngula plebes arcbfprtsbv- 
r.i.L.ii.e.1. utum habeant." Where the word " plebes," Thomaffin 
remarks, much to our prefent purpofe, " plurium paro- 
chiarum tractum defignat, quibus conjlat units Ueumattts. 
Quot plebes, totidem debent ejj'e attfifptesbjiterf, quijbllici- 



churches to have their original!, now called mother churches, and then 
incumbents strbptmts ; the reft being added li nee the conqueft, either 
by the lords of everie towne, or zealous men, loth to travell farre, and 
willing to have fome eafe by building them neere hand. Unto thefe 
ftraiutit churches alio the cleargie in old time of the fame Qtantrit were 
appointed to repaire at fnndrie feafons, there to receive wholefome ordt- - 
nances, and to confult upon the neceflarie affaires of the whole jurifdic- 
tion ; if neceflitie fo required : and fome image hereof is yet to be feene 
in the north parts. But as the number of churches increased, fo the 
repaire of the faithfull nnto the cathedralls did diminifh : whereby they 
now became efpeciallie in their nether parts rather markets and ihops 
for merchandize, than folemn places of prsier, w hereunto they were firlt 
erected." Second Booke, chap. I. of the Ancient and Prejente Slate of 
the Church of England, p. 136. See alfo Stavely's IHft. of Churchet in 
England, c. vn. pp. 108, feqq. ; StUlingfleet's Ecclef. Caftt, p. 650. and 
the fourfold divijion of churches there jtated ex LL, Canuti Ri^ris. 
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tudinem gerant, non lakorum tantum Jidelium, fed paro- 
chorum. Sicut epifcopus matrici prtee/l ecclejia, ita 
nrrMpresbpterf prafint plebtbus, &c." By which explana- 
tion this arrt&fptesbptetal regiment is made to fall in with 
our then civil ftate as founded by Alfred; — the confti- 
tution of which is faid to have beftowed on the firft 
reprefentative of the attjpiftst's office, in ante-Norman 
England, the title of Hetanus ; as the final claufe of the 
lame canon, " cuncta tamen rej'erant ad epf/copum" (the 
bifhop being the author of the appointment) diftinguiihed 
it by the adjunct of " epijeopi." 

To purfue the fubject of the flean rural's origin no 
further — it is certain, that, in the year mlii., this then 
important perfonage appears, for the firft time, in the 
tomes of the councils of Great Britain and Ireland, 
under the ftyle and title of attaint* Xpf scopf '—in which ht. Ed»*<. 
capacity he takes cognifance of the violation of the s^i^.'auf. 
peace within his tteanrg,' and, with the earl and king, eihfi™ c\e.a. 
receives a fhare of the emendation or fine of £.8 
awarded upon it — the king having one hundred mil- 
lings, the earl of the county fifty fhillings — " jBtcanus 
autem epfecopf in cujus ttttanatu pax fracta fuerit reliquas 
decern" — which words can be applied only to the office 
of ratal bran*, according to the refpective diftricts which 
they had in the parts of every diocefe. " There could ^JjfjKj^EJ 
be no breach of the king's peace," fayB Sir H. Spelman, Re ^^' 
gloffing upon this canon, " but it mult alfo break the 
peace and unity of the church ; therefore, the bifiiop's 
titan, in whofe Ktanrg the peace was broken, bad ten 
(hillings for his part of the mulct or fine thereof." 

(') BttanM fpfftcopt — " idem qui vulgd BicanuB Kutalifi aut ©Jkis- J^mou^ 
tiwilatte." Wn.col.iB. 
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Under the government of the Saxons the bean rural 

feems to have had more to do with civil than fpiritual 

office, and, in that refpect, to have differed from the 

Mean arrftpresbgtet of the continent of the fame and 

earlier date. When the ate&fpresbgterate was converted 

into the brranate, and the arcbpiiest into the bean, the 

office itfelf feems to have been fomewhat Secularized, 

and the officer made a fort of country magiftrate. But, 

in truth, the notices of the titan are fo fcanty, and the 

authority of the church and ftate fo blended together 

among the Saxons, in (importing the common interefts 

of religion and government, that we cannot pretend to 

explain the nature and extent of the particular duties 

that devolved on him in their eccleflaftical polity apart 

&* wiiki™, from their civil. As far as they go, the laws of King 

Bo*,/. 8. Ed*. Edward and their additaments are authentic memorials 

cka-'g. h, tu (I believe — though Atterbury queftions, in part, their 

i££tf£ amry *" genuinenefe) of the eccleflaftical regime of the eleventh 

mdcctiii. century ; and I would that they were more full on the 

fubject of our inquiry, inftead of throwing, as is the cafe, 

little light upon it ! 

cxJMxi.E.A. The bean of thefe laws being called betanus epfseopf, 

VoLii.Tii.ir.il. D 

«p.vnt.p.tri. " without doubt," Bifhop Gibfon argues, " was appointed 
by the bifhop, to have the inspection of the clergy and ■ 
people, within the diftrict in which he was incumbent, 
under him, and him alone." — But fo much is left to 
conjecture, as to the confutation of his office, that Or. 
orighmjngu. Inett, drawing a different conclufion, is inclined to view 
e.m.p.aa.' him, not as a localized functionary with a fettled diftrict 
of fupervifion, but rather as a fpiritual emiffary, like the 
archdeacon of that day, a diocefan officer, with occa- 
flonal delegations of power from the bifhop, as circum- 
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fiances required ; — a different perfonage quite from the 
incumbent ta an rural of after-days. And yet, the laws 
of the Confeflbr, be it remembered, fpeak of the " trt isrtus ll. Ed™i. 
in cujus bctanatu &c." as if the officer intended were in &°2^i™ 
immediate connexion with a particular Stanrtj, and not %6<n' dam ' 
a remote non-refident delegate, dhpatched on emergen- aZ*i.Z%° d ' 
cies from the epifcopal fee. That he was a refidentiary *"£" m.j.m 
officer, again, is the opinion of Mr. Whitaker ; who views gjff'Jj^; 
the code of the Confeffor as a document that may be H^m,"' 
relied on, and draws from it a general inference that the ^S".*"/*"*' 
ratal btan was everywhere fettled, and the ratal beanrp 
everywhere laid out, among our Saxon anceftors — an 
inference by no means warranted. 

If the officer called " minyier eptfcopi" in the tenth 
canon of the lame code be, as is reasonably entertained, 
the fame functionary as the " bctanag tpiscojif" of the 
thirty-firft canon, we have an extension of his powers 
from matters connected with the king's peace, to that of 
the management of an ordeal-trial. Mr. Johnfon, how- Becbf. Lam, 
ever, doeB not apply the " bijhop's mini/ler" to the Dean, MLXn ' "** ^ 
but to the archdeacon, " or whatever officer the bilhop 
thought fit to fend." Who more fit than the local ordi- 
nary, the Stan of the diftrict, in which the ordeal was to 
be held? Collier interprets the phrafe by the bijhop's &*&/. a/tor;,, 
official. On the Anglo-Saxon ordeals, jee Wilkins LL. ,H " P ' 
Ina, p. 27 ; Collier's Ecclef. Hift. of Great Britain, B. m. 
p. 231 ; and Turner's Hiftory of the Angh-Saxons,Vo\. n. 
chap. vm. p. 266. 4to. edit, 

I do not fay positively that the firft rural aitfiprtsbritrt, or 
btan, was not a diocefan emiffary of the nature referred 
to by Dr. Inert ; nor that the type of his office was not 
founded on the eaftern model of the fee of Laodicea ; 
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where the perfotoruta was fometimes a rtsftrrnt curator, 
fometimes, and perhaps more frequently, an itinerant 
roaHjutor of the urban bifhop — after the abolition of the 
cfjorrpfstopus, who was the city-bifhop's previous helpmate. 
— There is every reafon to fuppofe the fifty-feventh ca- 
non of Laodicea known to the Anglican church at the 
time of the fynod of Celcyth ; in the fourth canon of 
casi.B.$tn. which it is decreed, " utji/nodalia edicta univerfaUum 
few conciliorum cum decretis pontificum Romanorum Jis- 
piits leclitetitur, ohferventur, et juxta eorum exemplar 
eccle/iee Jlatus corrigatur, ut ne quid' mm ah aliquibus 
introduci permittatur, ne Jit fchifma in eccleJiA Dei." 
Ectuf. Lam, ^ From whence it may be inferred, that the church of 
England received the whole body of canons and codes 
contained in the firft fix general councils, and, of courfe, 
thofe of the topical councils ratified and confirmed by 
them (fee the fecond Volume of the Clergyman's Vade~ 
Mecum by Mr. Johnfon), of which collection the Laodi- 
cean decrees formed a part. 

The ancient church of our ifiand had ever a great 
regard to the Orientals; as appears from another claufe 
of the canon jutl cited, whereby it is enacted that the 
Englifti monks and regulars lhould ufe the habits of 
the Orientals. — So that, it is pofllble, our church may 
have derived the bfsftfng prrsbgttt's office direct from the 
Baft, inftead of receiving it mediately from France. 

The evidence, however, fuch as it is, of the firft fcean 
rural of Britain — the tteranus epfscopf — (whether the offi- 
cer be of Oriental or Gallican derivation) would, affuredly, 
lead us to fuppofe him a local incumbent inverted with 
a capacity to vifit and correct defaults within his jurif- 
diction, rather than a mere diocefan mandatary. 
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In the kingdom of France, where the ecclefiaftical %$£?$""' 
records have been more carefully preferred, and our *»£.«■ un. 
ecclefiaftical notices are more numerous and accurate, 
the beans were, undoubtedly, not diocefan emiflaries, but 
local incumbents. " We fee them," fays Mr. Whitaker, 
" eftablifhed in their Ueanrttfl, and making vifitations in 
them, as early as dcccl ; and, even feveral years earlier, 
invefted with a confiderable authority, and acting as 
ecclefiaftical judges immediately below the archdeacon 
and biihop." For this ftatement Mr. Whitaker cites as 
his authorities, Hincmar.p.716. Tom. i. Articles QfEn-r-m. 
quirt/ made by the Scans ; and Baluzius, c. 860 & 1123. 
Tom. i. I fuppofe thefe were the moft ancient examples 
which this very learned antiquary could produce. But, 
the reader will have feen, my researches have been more 
fuccelsful, and have carried back the office in France to ss.cc.rom.n. 
thejizth century — to the council of Tours ' (A.D. dlxvii.) 
—a period when, according to Baronius, church-difcipline 

(') There is & canon of this council of Toon well worthy of notice 
in thefe our days, when the ufages of antiquity are, from finifier motives, 
fo often mifreprefented with regard to the didribution of church pro- 
perty; — though Mr. Hale, in his admirable treatife " an the fuppofrd 
esiftenct of a quadripartite and tripartite dtcijion of tithet m England, 
for maintaining tht clergy, the poor, and the fabric of the church," and 
in his evidence before Parliament on the fame f object, has fet that fallacy 
at reft for ever, as far as regards our own country : — to one of the reci- 
pients of the bounty in queftion, the canon of Tours referred to applies 
— viz. the poor. — So far from the Oallican church having been, at that 
time, alone bnrthened with the poor, the council orders that the inha- 
bitants of each place, lay and clerical, Ihoold fupport their own poor; — 
" Ut unaquaque civitas paupera et egenot mcolat alimenUi congruen- SS.CC. Tom. yi. 
tibut pafcat frcundum vires, tit tarn vicam presbytiri, quam civet omnet, ™' 
juvm pauperem pa/cant : quo fiet vt ipfi paupern per civitatet alia* 
now vagentttr." (Concil. Turon. n. A.D. di.xvii.) 
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was very energetically fupported by the Gallican prelates, 
E^AJi'7^' — " °^ compktres 8. epifcopot, qui praerant diver/arum 
nT$.m. provinciarum ecclefiis, vigehat magnoperb ecclejiajlica dif- 
ciplina &c." Fitan aitlipHsbgters are there noticed, as in 
the full exercife of their inipectionary powers : and they 
are again and again mentioned, as I have already obferved 
in the firft branch of our inquiry, in the writings of 
Gregory of Tours, a little before the date of the council 
referred to. But to return home :— 

Whether the Beianai office of the country was of much, 
or even any, higher antiquity in the Brithn ifles, than 
the eleventh century, I cannot difcover ' : — the proba- 
bility is, that it was not. The non-exiftence of a gene- 
rally diftributed parochial clergy before that date, was a 
bar to its inftitution. There was no call for the office ; 
GmcBtrghamft. and there is no trace of its exiftence. The duties of 
vol i. p so. ' the continental artlipresbnter were thrown on the ordi- 
nary prieft of England by the feventh canon of the 
Dooms Ecclejiajlical of King Withred (A.D. dcxcti), and 
caxxjiibsd- by the fixth of King Edgars Canons (A.D. dccoclx). 
^Af^rtft' From the former, it is clear, that the prieft was thought 



Wbiiake/'i Hift. (') A naked traditional account of an earlier 6era is preferved in the 
trtjOlftfx' aaioju memoir, the Statu* de Blackburn/hire. The ftory Oat**, that the 
incumbents of ffhitechurch under the Leigh (Walley) wrote themfelves, 
and were ufually ftyled, not rectors, but tttatt ; of which the reafon is 
fuppofed to be, that, on account of the remote and almolt inacceflible 
(ituation of the place, entangled with woods and overran with wild beafts, 
the bifliops of Lichfield devolved upon them a Urge portion of eccle- 
fiaftical jurifdiction, referring only to themfelves the deidfion of certain 
difficult and important cafes : that this cosftitution remained for fbnr 
Pp. .19, m. hundred and (event? years before the conqneft &c &c Dr. Whitaker 
confiders this ecclefiaftic not to have been a ratal bran. See fome 
remarks upon his anomalous femi-tecnlar character, in an earlier page. 
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to be under obligation to prefent offenders to the bifliop 
— " Si facerdos injujium concubitum permi/erit &c. :" 
and by the latter, fuch a presentment is expreffly taught; 
— " Docemus etiam, ut guilibet facerdos in Jynodo enun- 
■ ciet, ft m parochidfud no/cat aliquem erga deum contu- 
tnacem, vel qui in peccatum rmrtale male inciderit, quern 
ad emendationem incUnare nequit, vel non audet propter 
feculares." 

Had the tfean of King Edward's laws, viewed in the 
character of a fpiritual fupervifor of morals and religion 
(fuch as he was in his art&fprtsbgtnal capacity in France) 
been in exiftence at the date of the Berghamftead 
fynod, or even the later Canons of Edgar, the duty of 
delating offenders &c. had, probably, devolved on him ; 
— fuch having been the accusatorial office of his coun- 
tertype of France, many centuries before the latter 
date, and more than a century and a quarter before 
the former. 

Again, the Laws of fatisf action for violation of or- cc.m.b.*h. 
ders, of the aforefiud King Withred (J.D. dcxcvi), recite ' p ' 
the different Ecclejiajiicul Degrees, and the fines or 
emendations to be paid by perfons guilty of violating 
them; but there is no notice of any functionary be- 
tween the prieft and bifhop : nor does any fuch appear 
in the Dialogue of Ecgbert (A.D. dccxxxiv) ; one of the ejh/a p. m. 
refponfes of which apportions the quantum of penance 
and price, inflicted by the church, for the murder of a 
biQiop, a presbyter, a deacon, and a monk. If arch- 
deacons and attftprMbntra. were then in exiftence in the 
Englifli church, they were not rated in the fcale of 
appreciation. The legiflative arithmetic, by which every 
perfon among the Anglo-Saxons was valued at a certain 
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fum, denominated his fotte, took no cognuance of them 
hy any fuch compenfatory payment. Bat fee the re- 
marks prefently following. 
Te^a'vSl'u '^ ne l earne d author of our Ecckjiafikal Codex re- 
pitTi.' ' marks (Tit. xin. cap. vm. of ratal beans), that " the 
office is mentioned in the laws of Edward the Confeffor, 
as an office of antiquity at that time." But I do not 
fee that the words of the particular canon referred to 
authorife the opinion that the office was one of long 
Jianding, here in England, at the period in queftion, (if 
fuch be Gibfon's meaning,) though it was on the conti- 
nent of Europe. Indeed, for the reafons juft Hated, it 
probably could not have been. 
y C i 1L wi tt A I D But u P on thia fokJ 604 of tne antiquity of the office, it 
DccccLxvn. may, in palling, be obferved, (indeed I owe it to Mr. 
c*™». J-Brom- Brewfter, the author of the Collectanea Ecclefiqftica, not 
cc.S.B. jja. to pais it over unnoticed,) that the " pnrftttus epfstopf " of 
A.D.uxxxm. King Edgar's Laws Ecclejiajlical (in. de decimis) — the 
" sacertros eplscopl" of John Bromton's text of the lame, 
— and the "propositus epfstopf" of Canute's Laws Eccle- 
jiajlical (vm. de decimis reddendis), may pojibhf mean 
the titan rural; as the terms " pttcfttttts" and " propo- 
situs" are often applied to urban beans, and may, by 
parity of conftruction, be transferred to bican alio. See 
Ducange's Ghffar. in voce Prapojitus, Tom. v. p. 759., and 
Wharton's Anglia Sacra, Vol. i. pp. 431. 44a 559, for ex- 
amples. — Upon thefe tithe-canons of Edgar and Canute, 
and the officers employed in adminiltering them (called 
ffij^yfr-,, by Dr. Inett " the bifliop's deputies"), I lhall have occa- 
p - S9 ' fion again to fpeak, under the head of ratal chapters, as 

tootts of ©brfstfanftg for the recovery of church-dues ; — 
merely here fubjoming, that the more ufual interpreta- 
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don of the term " $raeposftus 'Spistofi " is the Bifhop's 
Reeve 1 : fie Dr. Brady's GlojJ'ary, p. 59. 

As no precife time can be determined when the office iww«i.*»<i- 
of rural town firft began, and no writers have affigned the p-s« ' 
caufe or reafon of its inftituticm in this country, the Vicar 
of Ambrofden expreffes a conviction that its very ex- 
igence is to be primarily fought in an imitation of the 
civi] economy of the ftate. The parallel drawn of the 
lay and clerical poHtia of the day by this learned writer 
— in ecclefiaftical antiquities av^p ^^o^^wv dvrttfio? dtAAuv— »•»»'■ "W 
is ingenious ; but, in my opinion, however ftrong the 
analogy pointed out between the two, there are obftacles 
to the admiflion of the hypothefis that the rural beansgfp 
of the church originated in an imitation of the jurifdic- 
tion of the tithing-man of the ftate. Still, the parallel 
is fo nicely worked out by Kennett, fo interefting in its 
details, and fo pertinent to this part of our fubject, that 
I am induced to lay it before the reader in the words 
of the author; — premhrag, that he does not profeis to 
investigate the original inftitution and jurifdiction of 
rural toeans beyond our own church and nation, nor 
attempt to extend the refemblance to any other coun- 
tries than thofe having the like civil government. 

" In the external policy of the Chriftian church," 
fays Dr. Kennett, " feveral ecclefiaftical offices of dig- 
nity and power were modelled 1 by the examples of 

(*) Mr. Collier, in his verlion of the third canon of Edgar's Cimfdtu- Seek/. Hiftay 
tiotu, introduces the bifliop himfelf, inftead of his officer, as the tithe- ^f, 1 ;*^"* 
arbitrator, in conjunction with the flieriff and die parfon of the parilh. 
Of Canute's canon he takes no notice. 

(*) Thu3 fpake the feventeenth canon of the (Ecumenic Conncil of Hooiii (w«j. 
Ckslccdoii, f v.b fine. — nif irokmxoit «a) iipoaiois rvrnxt *«J t£v itaihnriaa- „ jjy ° '" 
TatHf wapoauSf $ Taffc axoAaufti'riu . (Editor ■) 
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places and perfons in the civil government. It was fo 
in the primitive l ages through the Eaft and Weftern 
empires, where (as if the church by this compliment 
courted the favour and protection of the Hate) the titles 
and pre-eminence of patriarchs, primates, metropolitans, 
and fome other dignitaries, took the rife and foundation 
from the temporal powers, that is, from their different 
exercife of government in cities and countries. The 
office of rocal titans was undoubtedly owing to the fame 
emulation of following the methods and forms of civil 
government; and therefore, as in this northern king- 
dom, for the better conservation of peace, and the more 
eafy administration of juftice, every hundred was divided 
into ten diftricts or tithings; each tithing made up of 
ten friborgs, each friborg of ten families ; and in every 
fuch tithing 'Jlatuerunt jujiitiarias fuper que/que decern 
fnborgos, quos Berancs pojfumus appetlare, AngKce vero 
TWiotwft, i.e. caputde decern*;' which juftices, or civil 
Brans, were to examine and determine all leffer cauies 
between villages and neighbours ; to levy the fines or 
emendations according to legal forfeitures ; to compofe 
all occasional differences, and prefcribe the meaftires of 

HWoroU ds Di- (') See Walafrid Strata's Comparatio ecdeJiaJUcorum ordinum el 

Eaty. QgiciU, Jecularium, in bis work ' De exardii* tt increment** rerum eccleftafti- 

Jffji 1 " ■* carton,' cap. 31 : alio the running glofa of Hnrstori upon the lower 

grades of ecclefiaftic and fecular offices of the fame author, in his Anii- 

quitattt Medii JZvi, Differtat. decima, Tom. I. col. 519. (Editor.) 

(■) Caput de decern — Stctmblt — Spelman. Margin. Annot. Glqffar. 
ArchaoL p. 248. See alfo Dugdale'fi Origme* Juridk. c. i. Court Ba- 
ron, p. 25. " Drcsnus, Friborougfted or Heaaoorough." The occaiion 
of the lay-inftitutiou is given in full by Sir Henry Spelman, from the ori- 
ginal laws c xx. loc. cit. Glqffar. Arefueol. — and tranflated in The An- 
cient Government of England, p. 51. (Editor.) 
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Satisfaction ; and, for this purpofe, to keep their Stated 
meetings for complaint and inquiry ; but to refer all "^""^ 
greater or more criminal caufes to the fuperior juftices, * **■*■*■«•. 
or thofe who had jurisdiction over the whole hundred 1 . 
So, in compliance with this fecular method, the Spiritual 
governors, the bifhops, divided each diocefe into Deane- 
ries or tithings, each of which was the diftrict of ten 
parishes or churches ; and over every fuch diftrict they 
appointed a Sean, who Should in like manner reconcile 
the differences of Chriftian neighbours; and receive 
complaints, and inquire into grievances, and impofe the 
leffer cenfures of the church : and for this purpofe to 
hold their folemn rfiapttrs, and prefide in them, and judi- 
cially determine all matters of lefs concern ; but to refer 
the cognifance of all greater caufes, and fuffer appeals 
to the fuperior courts of ffifjrifttfanfta, and fo on, to the 
fupreme eccleflaftical judicature *." 

(') " The lords of the hundred, by the laws of Hen. I. c. 8., were to W.K.SR*.(u». 
hold their courts twelve times in the year, i.e. once a month ; efpeciaUy „ j. jsg/' 
a fall appearance was required twice a year. So the Qranff had their ' 
fynods." 

" The like fimilUwle between the earl and the bi/liop ; both their 
seiUmauonB valued alike in the laws of King Ethelftau ; and two 
fchiremotea every year, as two epifcopal fynods." 

(*) The like office of 6mm began very early in the greater monafte- f^f!^ f* a ~ 
ries, obferves Bifhop Kennett, efpecially in thofe of the Benedictine pp. 338, feqq. 
order; where the whole convent was divided into decnries, in which the Rt tp ,L ? Baud. 
oean or tenth perfon prefided over the other nine; took an account of Mogant.ie.Vl. 
all their manual operations ; fmTered none to leave their nation, or omit a. Ifldor. it 
their particular duty, without exprels leave ; vifited their cells or dormi- c , is. 
tories every night ; attended them at table, to keep order and decorum 
at their meala ; guided their conference ; directed their ftudies, and ob- 
ferved their conversation ; and for this purpofe held frequent chapters, 
wherein they took public cognilance of all irregular practices; and 

i»poM Goog|c 
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" Thefe treatts were conftituted over fuch a number of 
churches within a large city, and were then called tkcanf 
ttrbanf and bfcani ; or elfe over the like extent of country 
churches, and were then ftrictly called tftcartf rnralrs. 
And, indeed, the tithing men in the ftate, and the ratal 
brans in the church, had the extent of their jurifdiction 
and the exercife of it fo much alike, that the one could 
be no lefs than a tranfcript of the other. And, there- 
fore, it is farther obfervable, that we meet with no fuch 
offices as ratal titans in Italy or Spain ; but, I think, 
only in England, France, and Germany, or thofe northern 
parts, where the like cuilom in civil policy prevailed. 
And as hundreds and tithings kept their name, when 
they bare no longer a ftrict relation to the number of 
villages or people ; fo likewife the rural beanerleg conti- 



Altefcnm A/at. impofed fome letter penances ; bat fubmitted all their proceedings to the 

L. ii. cmi>. abbot or prelate, to whom they were accountable for their power, and 

the abufes of it And in the larger honfea, where the numbers amounted 

Sgmod. Aifiiif- to feveral decuries, the fenior Dtnn had a fpecial pre-eminence, and had 

gran. on. ss. f ome a m e8 the care of all the others devolved upon him alone. And 

therefore the inftitutiou of tHtfirtial 6 cans was certainly owing to this 

practice. When in epifcopal fees the bilhops difperfed the body of their 

clergy by affixing them to parochial cures, they Teferved a college of 

priefts or fecular canons for their counfel and afliftance, and for the con- 

(tunt celebration of divine offices in the mother or cathedral church; 

where the tenth perfon had an infpecting and prefiding power, (ill the 

fenior or principal bran iwallowed up the office of all the inferior, and in 

fubordination to the bill, op was head or governor of the whole fociety. 

His office, as defcribed in the churches of Lichfield and Coventry and 

St. Paul's, was to have authority over all the canons, presbyters, and 

ftimttfi. A*gU- vicars; to give pofleflion to them when instituted by the biiliop ; to 

pp.841. 189. ' infpect their difcharge of the cure of fouls; to convene chapters, and 

prefide in them ; there to hear and determine proper caufes ; and to vifit 

all churches once in three years within the limits of their jurifdiction. 
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nued, when they loft: their firft allufion to ten parifties 
or churches, and the diftrict of them was contracted or 
enlarged at the pleaiure of the bifhop 1 ." 

"Though forae toeanries do {till retain the primitive 
allotment of ten churches, efpecially in Wales, where 
the moft ancient ufages continue in the diocefe of St. 
Afaph, the beauties of Bromfield and Yale, and of Kid- 
wen ; in Bangor diocefe, the beauties of Llin and of 
Llivon ; in the diocefe of Landaff, the beantg of Ufk ; in 
that of St. David's, the beanrg of Emlin, have the pre- 
cife number of ten parifli churches. And feveral other 
beauties, that upon their new divifion were made up of 
two conjoined, or three contracted into two or one, do 
now contain the number of fifteen, twenty, or thirty 
churches, according to the divifion fo made. As for 
inltance, the prefent tteanrg of Burcefter is made up of 
thirty-one parifli churches : of which the one church of 
Ambrofden being excepted, as before the Reformation 
being in the toeaurp of Codefdon, the remaining thirty do 
expreffly anfwer the three diftinct toeaittfes of Curtling- 
ton, Iflip, and Burcefter, of which the two former were 
annexed to the latter." Dr. Whitaker, in his Hiftory of 
RichtnondJkire,Vo\. n. p. 210, notices that the rural beaiup 
of Kendal confifts of ten parifhes, and that of Kirkby 



(') " Totum Anglue Regnum," fays Dr. Colin," ratiotu ecclefiajHc* Hm Antiim 
in eojurifdictionu, dividitur in dvat archUpifcopule* provincial — Can- fijESfal, 
tuaricnfem et Eboracenfetn. Ulraqw. provincia in fuas ejnfcopaUt op. it. 
dicccefei, finguite propemodiim t&a-.cefet, pngferOm qua majore* funt, 
in arcMdiaconatut, quanddque quariam partem diaceju conUnentei ; 
Dtcanitus, quibui prafichtntuT rutslrjl Qttaut anitquU &ttbifxttib$ttxl6 
rum multum diffimilet, et compUcteitUt pUrumque He (cm parteciat, qua* 
concilium Chaletdonenfe Regiottalei vocal ; Ac." (Editor.) 
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Lonfdale of the fame number : though of the latter, five 
are in Lancaihire, four in Yorkshire, and one in Weft- 
moreland, p. 276. See alfo Hi/1, of Manchejier, VoL n. 
B.n. c.u. p.38I. 

Plaufible as is this theory of the parochial antiquary, 
and true to the extent of affording a fatisfactory expla- 
nation of the nature of the local jurisdiction, and the 
probable origin of the name of bean, applied to the 
tenant of the arrgfpusligtctal office — an application, con- 
feffedly, fynchronizing in its date with the ftate-polity 
alluded to, or immediately fucceeding it ' — it ftill ap- 
pears to me to have little or nothing to do with the rife 
of the fpiritual charge itfelf; which, as identical with 
that of the ratal artfjprtsbgttrafifp, is traced to a much 
earlier date than the fecular office of tything-man, and 
found where the latter never exifted. Lay influence 
may have modified the form and extent of the ecclefi- 
aftical jurifdiction, but cannot be laid to have originated 
an office more ancient than its fancied archetype. 
cimgt t» a* Accordingly, by Atterbury, when archdeacon of Tot- 
nrft, hdccviii. nefs, the fcheme of Kennett was objected to, as founded 
in error. " It is untrue," fayS he, " that the inftitution 
of rural beans was peculiar to Germany, Gaul, Great 
Britain, and the northern parts of Europe; bnt alto- 
gether unknown to Italy, till the time of Cardinal 

MantoriAnii- (') The date of the inftitution of civil Ctamtr* or omnri* is not 
SEriDiiRrtit esact b" known ; on the continent it obtained earlier than among our- 
Dmiidh, Tom. i. jelvea ; but no where for nearly fix hundred yean after Chrift. On the 
authority of Balnaua, Huratori places it at the dole of the filth cen- 
tury — " primui, qui rcgionem civitalifiibjectam in centcna* et Dtcaula* 
divifxffe eredUur, fuit Chlotharitu II. Rex Francorum drcUer Annum 
CkHfti oxev." 
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Borromeo 1 . The ground of that error was a falfe 
notion entertained by Kennett, that the bean rural in 
the church anfwered to the tything-man in the ftate, 
and had the fame extent of jurifdiction ; which led him 
to imagine that that portion of a bifhopric, which we 
call a rural btanre, was to be found in no countries but 
where the like civil diftribution into tythings prevailed. 
I need oppose nothing to this opinion beyond the autho- 
rity of Sir H. Spehoan, in that part of his glonary which 
he himfelf printed ; where he tells us, that the total 
beanrg anfwered (not to the fecular tything, but rather 
and more nearly) to the county hundred. ' Setanattts atop*-, a^h 
dicitur de portione tpifcopatUs, centuriajeu htmdredo %\w* maai ' 
comitates refpondenti, ettlttano olimfappqfitd!' " 

Equally uniadsfactory is the hypothecs of the bilhop 
of Peterborough to the accurate and penetrating refearch 
of Mr. Whitaker, the Hillorian of Manchefter ; who, 
from his examination of the brand rs of Lancashire, fhews 
" the folly of the inconfiftent relations, which 'have been mjioryafMax- 
equally adopted as true, — that beantfts were made in p .SeT' 
the church in order to correfpond with the tythings, and 

(') Dr. Kennett and Dr. Atterbury rarely agreed upon any fubjecL 
But I believe the latter is here right. Hw facts of hiftory are certainly 
againft the hypotbefis of the bUhop of Peterborough. We have found 
many instances of this facerdotal dignity in Italy and Spun, in the conrfe 
of oar inquiry : and, if the cafe were otherwife, the non-occurrence of 
the office (in Italy at lead) would be readily accounted for in the reafon 
alleged by Thomaffm, (for he feema to agree with Kennett, aa to there y.,i n.jz. o. 
being no foch officer! in Italy) viz. the fmallnefa of Italian bilhoprica, £™;"" fj"' 
and confeqnent needleflnefs of fubordinate beunsl jurifdictions. Bat, p. 794. m. 
in truth, arcfiprftttft or bean* were of early inftitntion in Italy, though 
not exactly on the fame footing aa they were fubfequently placed by the 
reforming archbifhop of Milan. • 
h2 
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to agree with the hundreds in the ftate. The uniformity 
of the eccleflaftical and civil tything is alferted by Bifhop 
Kennett. The famenefs of the totanrg and the hundred 
is affirmed by Dr. Warner. And both accounts are 
equally adopted by Dr. Burn in his Ecclefiajikal Law. 

But they are as wrong as they are contradictory." 

" This ftrange miftake," continues Whitaker, " has fo 
far influenced Bifltop Kennett, that falfely fuppofing the 
tythings of the ftate to have been militated by Alfred, 
and obliged not to make the copy more ancient than 
the original, he therefore dates the eccleflaftical tything 
below the age of Alfred, and afferts the latter to have 
been in no kingdom that had not the former ; when 
the latter was confefledly in Wales, and actually in Ire- 
land, Hungary, Bohemia, and Poland, where the former 
never was." 

What, then, after all this hypothecs, contradiction, 

and uncertainty, may we aflame to have been the true 

reafons of the flrft rife and inftitution of this office in 

England ? 

Ecck/caf.,, There were many things, the Bifliops StUlingfleet and 

p. ss4. ' Atterbury, with great probability, conjecture, which con- 

'- "'*'■ tributed to letting the archdeacons, and air&pKsbntra or 

ratal titans, into a part of the eccleflaftical jurisdiction 1 ; 



Charge, 



uEceUfirfL 
mt/lmLL.iii 



(') The caufes that originated the bean** archetype in the Mem 

church of Afia Minor, as affigned by Boehmer, are worth noticing- — 

" (Cur periodeuttz injittuti.) § xxni. Hoc fasado, variu intefiinit malt* 

Pr^iMA,.m. no j„6i/t, qfflcium paiobtutarum in quibufdam tccteJXt demitm invaluU, 

Tom. in. P . 578, turn quod tpifcopi primarii propter quottdiana cam Arianii aHj/que 

certamina, feri a folicitudine debitd vijilandi eccitfuu avocarcntur, et 

fynodit Atnc inde coramcatu mUreffh, ah ecclefid fu& abrfle jubermtur ; 

\ turn etiam quod quorundam provimcia/ea duxctfi* jam latiiui r.xlenjd 

' ■■ :} D,,zMb,GaegIe 
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and tbefe were, " the laying afide the ttoxepistoft in the i««»'« £fay « 
Weftern parts," (of which fo much has been already <*W p. 7. ' 
laid), " as taking too much upon them" — and the pub- 
lic fervices to which the biihops, as the king's barons, 
were obliged under the Norman government. This 
preffure of fecular bufinels, added to attendance at all 
ecclefiaftical fynods, occafioned 1 temporary delegations 
of the whole epifcopal jurifdiction to foine officers, and 
■ of certain parts of it to others, erected for this purpofe, 
from whom the biihops preferred a right of appeal ; — 
there being, in the words of Jeremy Taylor, " no canon, er/v^v aj- 
or perfonal declamatory claufe, againft a bifhop giving «•<,*',, v lv,i. 
more or lefs of his jurifdiction by way of delegation." p " 
Nay, we may go further; and fay, with Mr. Johnfon, vt*h>*\aVadt- 
that in the codes of the primitive and univerlal church, *""' P ' " ' 
examples occur of every kind of fpiritual authority, 
exercifed by bifhops principally, being, on occafions, de- 
legated to presbyters, except that of ordination alone. 
See Capitul. Regis Carolomanni (^.Z>.ncccLxxxm.)cap. 7. 
apud Thomafe. V. et N. E. D. Tom. i. P. n. L. i. c. v. 
p. 225. ii. 

From the conjectures of the cited bifhops of Wor- 

ejfet, cuijblau epifcopi vifxtatio annali* havd fvfficiebak Hdc de cau»d 
hatic pattern muncrii fid, quod vifitatiane frequeniffimd txpUcandum 
erat, vicariu quibufdam concrediderunt, qui a nuiu epifcoporum depen- 
dthamt, omnia ad epifaopum rtferebant, et auctoritate epifcopi per dUe- 
cefm drcumibant Ac" 

(') " It is probable," fays Lord Bacon (fomewhat oat of temper, QfikiPai#cm- 
feomingly, with tbefe delegations of the hierarchy), " that bifhops when ckmvk, Works, 
they gave thenuerres too much to the glory of the world, and became Vu1, "• f- 5M - 
grandees in kingdoms, and great counsellors to prince*, then did tbey 
delegate their proper jnrifdictionB, as things of too inferior a nature for 
their greatnefi &c" 
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cefter and Rochefter, again, Dr. Inett in part diffents, 
darting a fupplemental hypothefls of his own, by no 
^Tol*!?"" me a" s unreafonable. — " The reparation of the eccle- 
*s£"^ p^ flalUcal and civil courts 1 , and fetting up the confiftory," 
uLiuy. remarks the author of the Origines, " made it Decenary 
to change the forms and circumftances of ecclefiaftical 
proceedings, to introduce fuch new officers as were 
needful to convene and cite the parties concerned to 
attend the procefs, and to execute the fentence ; and . 
that, the better to fuit the conduct of church affairs to 
thofe of the ftate, and make this new eftablifhment to 
anfwer the ancient divifion of the kingdom into counties 
and hundreds, the bifliops of England did, about the 
year mlxxxv, divide their diocefes into archdeaconries 
and otanrfts, and, to fit theirs to the branches of the 
civil authority, took the archdeacons, the urban, and 
ratal Vcsns, into a Jhare of their jurisdiction, and fitted 

(') This fepuation waa made by William I. But before that period, 
and, it may be, from the firft introduction of Chriflianity, the bifhop, 
both in England and elfewhere, had a feparale court for matters purely 
fpiritual, diftinct from the fecolai courts. This u {hewn by the tenth 
CC. Ml. B. it H. anfwer of The Dialogue of Ecgbert {A.D. dccxxxiv.), in Wilkins ; by 
lia'ist**' ™* Eeokfafic Lau,t ?/Hoel Dda, L. 11. c. xxvm. (A.D. dccccxxjii.) ; 
and by the feventh of King Edgar's Canon* {A.D. dcccclx.). Indeed, 
from the latter may be inferred the existence, in the tenth century, of a 
fnbordinate eecleiiaftical court inverted with a delegate power from the 
bifhop, the final referee of appeal " Dooetmu eUam," fays Edgar's 
canon, " ut nullum ntgotum, quod inter factrdotet eft, drferant ad judi- 
cium fatculare, fed comptmant ac pacificent iUud proprti iliommfocii, 
vd trantferant ad epifcopum, ft opus fuerit : " — which may be eonfi- 
Ste Jotmfon'n dered as preparing the way for the " JuftiUa Epifcopi," the judge de- 
*ffifc%y» puted by the bifhop, or the bilhop's fpiritual law, me " tecnm*," or 
" miKittrx rpUcopt, cum cUrieiifuit," of Edward the Coufeffbrs laws, the 
fuperintendant of the rural clergy in chapter affembled. 
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their titles to, or rather borrowed them from, the 
diftrict they affigned them ; and that hence it came to 
pais, that the archdeacons, whofe courts were to anfwer 
thofe of the county, had ufually the county for their 
diftrict, and their titles from the diftrict in which they 
acted : and the names of rural taeanrfts seem to be taken 
from the hundreds, and were, and generally are, the 
lame to this day." 

It is not unlikely, Dr. Inett allows, that the perfonal 
Cervices of the bifliops, as barons, might have fome influ- 
ence upon this affair in England. " But whatever effects ongbu, a 
the laying afide Milan bishops may have had in other <**?- m. % 
weftern nations, there is no vifible reafon to believe that P 
it had any influence on the Englifh church ; for that 
church was not founded till the inconvenience of the 
authority exercifed by the cfionpfocopf was become vifible, 
and provided againft by the canons of the Chriftian 
church ; and that office was never received in England 
till after the Norman conqueft 1 ; and then the introducing 



(') And yetBiihopLloydofSt. Afaphobferves, in bis notice of Patrick's A»mjioricai 
converiion of the Irifh nation, his ordination of thirty bifhops, and c£jj^(5£_. 
Nenniut*s tale (fee Scriptures iv. p. 113. cap. m.), whereby they ate mt*i fcc. civ. 
uKrea&d to three hundred and (isty-five 4c., that " perhaps the meaning p " 
might be, that bolide thofe thirty bllbops whioh Patrick ordained for the 
biuopa* fees, he alfo ordained as many suffragan* as there were rani 
Dcsnrffft, in each of which there were eight or nine parith-priefts, taking 
one hutttg with another. If St Patrick would fo far confult the eafe of 
the biitiopa, or the people's convenience, he might do it without altering 
the fpeciea of the church-government'* But on the troth of this tale of 
St. Patrick, _/« Dr. Maurice's doubts in his Defence of Diocefan Epifco- 
pacy in anfwer to Clarkfon, pp. 153, feqq. ; alfo Ledwich'e Antiquitia of 
Ireland, pp. 82, 83. and Jamieftm's Account of (Ac Ancient Culdee* of 
Zona, pp. 335, feqq. And although Holinlhed fays of the office of " die 
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the authority of ratal beans', was lo far from having its 
beginning from the ceafing of the office of suffragans to 
diocei'an bifhops, that, in all probability, the general 
fettlement of Rrcbpmbetns, or total brans, and suffragan 
bfabops in England, were ufages derived from the lame 
original and much of the lame date, and had their be- 
ginning from the feparation of the ecclefiaftical from the 

Tht BifcripHa* tatbrtxall Dihki," that it was " a calling not knowne in England before 
irfi"! i'. *iss. 'be concntett ;" yet both the chronicler and the author of die Origtnet 
are, probably, mifiaken. Of the exigence of the tatbtbnl Ota* before 
the coiiqueft there can be no doubt. And the following' paflage from 
Mabillon's Bene dieting Annals makes the [boreal 6 top a I iuftitution more 
ancient in our iiland than baa been generally fuppofed. " Non longe h 
loco ubi ftetit SaneU Petri monajhrium extra doUatem Cantuarite, m 
parte itidem oriental*, esflabat vetui Sancti Martini ecclefia, ubi Augvf- 
tiniufedemfuamprimitUMjLceral. Iflic epifcopu»,veriu* tboitpistoput, 
inftitutttf fiat, qui vice* arefnepifcopi ab/entit in omnSm* gerebat, et 
monachotfibi ex major* eccUfid, monachu* ipfi, in obfiquium affumebat 
Idem Jblemnitatee in fide metropolitand celebrare JblUut, arc/iidiaconi 
e&am qffidum agebat, clerinos archiepifcopo Jubjectot corripient et emen- 
dant; cum prior feu UttanuB majorii ecclejue tot, qui in ecckfiU fitn 
fubditit degebant, corrigereU" Annate* Benedvs&ni, lib. x. xvi. Tom. i. 
p. 274. See alfo Acta Benedict, facul. vi. Pan n. p. 656. note (a), 
from Gervafiua Dorobernieniis in Actit Pantificum Cantuar. cap. de 
Egelnotho, and Battely'a Cantuaria Sacra, Para in. pp. 131, feqq. Ger- 
vafe fays, that "formerly the archbifhop of Canterbury had a tfenrpitco- 
uua, who refided in the church of St. Martin without Canterbury, whofe 
office upon the coming in of Lanfranc was abolifhed, as we hear it was 
done in all parts of the earth." Decern Scriptor. coL 1650. Aa Lau- 
franc came into England with William L, it is clear, the tportpiMopsl 
office was of earlier date than the couqueft. Lanfranc refined to con- 
fecrate any more bilhopa of St Martin on account of their fcandaloui 
poverty. See Brit. Magax. Vol. ii. p. 345. 

{') B»n» ratal exercifed jurifdiction in Normandy before the Duke 
of Normandy became king of England. See Concilia Botomagenfi* 
Prowncia, Part i. 
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civil courts, and the variety of caufes occafioned by the 
fubtilties of the canonifts, and the prevailing power of 
the clergy, which drew fo much bufinefs into their hands, 
as made it impofnble for the biihops to attend all the 
parts of the ecclefiaftical jurifdiction. And, though fome 
advances were made towards this change, in the latter 
end of the eleventh, and in the beginning of the twelfth 
century, yet, it feems probable, it was never generally 
fettled in England, till the latter end of the thirteenth, 
or the beginning of the fourteenth." 

"At leaft thus much is evident, that whereas neither 
the name nor the office of the suffragan bfsfjopg are to 
be found in the canons or hiltories of the Englim church 
before the conqueft, and but very little of them for 
above an age after ; from the latter end of the thirteenth 
and the fourteenth century, down to the Reformation, 
our hiftories are everywhere full with their names and 
offices : and there is fcarce a regiftry in any bifhop's 
office, that does not afford us light enough to a/certain 
the names and the powers of their refpective suffragan 
btehope ' and rural titans." 

" But whenever archdeacons and rural tteans were 

(>) Dr. Pegge, who diftinguifties between cboMpitttoni and biftope tn Lttitr tolht- 
parHbu* vt/tdeBum, fays the latter commenced about A.D. mccciiv, jSw-^irit 
and were inftitnted to affift arehbifhops and bilhopi in large diocefes, and K^V 1 J 1 ;. 
to perform all prelatical duties in exempt monafteries. The diocefan Cnemer, p.sc. 
biihops, either for their own eafe, or becaufe of (heir neceflary abfence in 
embalnee, or attendance at court &&, procured them to be confecrated, 
to refute in their Head. And the monafteries did the fame, making fome 
of then- own order bilhops by the aid of the Pope, and thereby keeping 
aloof from the jurifdiction of the diocefan. See A L$ of the J&utfragan 
ttitbcp* in England, by the Rev. H. Wharton, in Pegge'a Account of 
t, pp. 39, feqq. 
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E/ii/a. p.m. introduced/' he elfewhere adds," we certainly do not 
hear much of them till the ufurpations of the bifhops of 
Rome gave reputation to the canon law, and brought 
every thing into the confiftory, that either was really, or 
could be pretended to be, fit for the cognifance of the 
church.'* 

v*fp?M7. a witn ^ »fo«t t0 Dr - Inett . I fubjoin the fact, that, 
at the firft adoption of the bean rural in Ireland [A.D. 
hclii.), it is exprefDy ftated that he fucceeded the tfror- 
epfstopns: — the bfllart prelates and fuch as occupied 
fmaller fees being removed, the churches, which had 
previoufly been the feats of the prelacies, were made 
the capitals of beanrfes, and arcfjprfesis inftituted in them 
by the bifhop in lieu of cftorepfscopf. 

In the twelfth century, the fubfcriptions of rural Beans 
to documents are by no means uncommon. Among 
the attestations of fome ancient charters connected with 

Hj/i^c™™, the beanro of Craven in Yorkshire, Dr.Whitaker notices, 

■.Ml. Edlta. a ' , * 

m the year mclxxxvi, a bean of Craven who was rector 

of Anicliffe ; and, about half a century earlier, the fame 

rural dignity and title, enjoyed by a rector of KettlewelL 

Hjfl.^wo^w*, A nrcal bean of Thetford in Norfolk is recorded by Mr. 

VoL V Sea Du 

rutUttfojfa. Blomfield in the year mclxxv. But thefe are dates of 
yefterday, in comparifon with that affigned to the pri- 
mary betanal inftitution of the north of England by the 
dufc?$"T Hiftorian of Manchefter : — " Greatly is the learned Bifhop 
p-ssi.' Kennett miftaken," fays the Fellow of Corpus Chrifti 

College, " in fuppofing the office of the archdeacon to 
have been lefs ancient than that of the bean. The one 
was juft as ancient as the other. As greatly miftaken 
is he, in his attempt to magnify the antiquity of rural 
beans ; when, unfaithful to his own defign, he dates the 
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commencement of them fome time fubfequent to the 
reign of Alfred. . And his antagonift, Mr. Johnfon, has 
wandered {till farther from the truth, in his contrary 
defign to lower their antiquity, when he reduces it even 
to the eleventh or twelfth century. The rural bean 
was conftituted at the fame time with the parifh prieft : 
and Lancashire was partitioned into beanetfea very early 
in the feventh century." 

The latter afteverations, be it remembered. Hand 
proofless in the hiftorical references of the antiquarian : em*. p .3S3. 
and glad as we fhould be to difcover, there or elfewhere, 
evidence of the facts afTerted, we cannot but doubt, in 
the abfence of fhch, the existence of beans ratal in Eng- 
land at the period alluded to. 

The archdeacon, in my humble opinion, claims a 
higher antiquity here, than the art&iirisbgttr rural. The 
latter appears not till the eleventh, or, at the very 
earlieft, the tenth century, — fuppofing, that is, with 
Brewfter, the nrarfcrtus epfstopf of Edgar to be the bean ccm.b.*h. 
ratal {fee page 92). Whereas archdeacons had exiftencc ToL, ' p - m - 
long before ; though the fort of jurisdiction they exer- 
cifed be problematical. By the one hundred and feventh 
canon of the Excerptions of Ecgbert (called A.D. dcci»), 
they are charged to fee that prifoners have relaxation on 
Sundays. But, this being an Orleans canon (A.D. dl.), 
and added to the Excerpta we know not when, may be 
objected to as evidence. Not fo the great council of Bac- 
canceld, under Cynewulf, king of Weflex (A.D. dccxcviii), 4^4 p. 101 
where an archdeacon (Wilfredus) is the laft of the 
fubfcribers. Mr. Somner notices feven archdeacons oJMt.tfCmt. 
Canterbury in the ninth century : and, from the Laws of cc.m.b.hh. 
the Northumbrian priejis, it is evident that the office ■''*" 
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was then (.<£/?. dccccl) one of importance ; during the 
whole of which period we have no traces of the rural 
bran's exiftence in our iflantL 
5 i M» ft ™' n ' On *- ne continent, it is true, in the Gallican church, 
a.d. own™, there are much earlier notices than with us: but no 
where, I believe, antecedent to archdeacons. See Bing- 
ham's Ecclef. Antiq. B. 11. c. xxi. ; Atterbury's Rights and 
Powers &c. pp. 321, 322. ; and Brett's Church Govern- 
ment and Governours, cap. ix. pp. 180, feqq. ; and, on the 
other fide of the queftion, whereby the antiquity of the 
archidiaconal jurisdiction is reduced below the conqueft, 
fee Nicholfon's Preface to the Scottijh Hi/iorical Li- 
brary, pp. xxi, feqq., who doubts the authenticity of the 
fignature of Wilfrid above referred to, and affirms the 
Northumbrian canons to be "younger than they feem 
to be, and borrowed from abroad ; being only drefled up 
(d la mode (TAnglois) with Saxon penalties and mulcts." 
satm Hyto- The learned archdeacon of Carlifle is decidedly oppofed 
prate*, p. xxii. to Atterbury's ftatements in his Rights and Powers &c, 
VoLi.'p.MB.' and roundly aflerts, " that no archdeacon ever exercued 
any jurifdiction in England till fome time after the con- 
queft ; that is, till the canon-law was eftablifhed here : " 
— in which opinion, he is fupported by Bifhop Stilling- 
fleet. But the antiquity of this office is not the object 
of our inquiry. See Biihop Gibfon's Codex I. E. A. 
Vol. ii. Tit xlii. cap. viii. p. 969, of Archdeacons, and Mr. 
Nelfon's Companion for the Feftivah and Fqfts, p. 387. 
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PART III. 
®Je Election anli Institution of 



SECTION I 

The Riciht op Election. 

proceed to a molt important divifion of our Set Prbnii'i 
ubject — the authority by which rural btaiw *c p. s. 
; are conftituted in the church — to whom do 
I they owe their primary iaftitution? — Upon 
this queftion their titular diftinctions in ancient councils, 
capitularies &c, will throw fome light, as far as the ufage 
of the Weftern church is concerned ; while, in refpect of 
the Eaft, it has been again and again ftated, that the Bereregu ay. 
inititution to the primary cflQtepfecopal, and to the fe- Iwi. mijb!' 
condary pftfooental offices, was exclusively veiled in the <&*». vm. 
diocefan bifhop. The rijottpfscopf, at firft, and the p«(o- 
aeutat, afterwards, were appointed by the prelates to. 
whom they were ancillary — the latter deputies being 
the brans rural of the Eaftern church. Nor did the cafe, 
effentially, differ in the Weft. Sharers, from their firft 
eftablifhment, in the adminiftration of ecclefiaftic juris- 
diction and difcipline, their names in the Latin church 
point out their ministerial relation to the bifhop, as the 
perfon from whom their delegated powers originally 
emanated. 
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«.cGTwn.ix. On meeting with the deOgnations — " Eptfcoporum 
wuuu ll. minifterii adjutores " (capit. in. Ludov.Pii, -AD.dcccxxviii.) 
cjS^w.'" — " Epf/coporum mmiftri" (Concil. Aquifgran. n. c. iv. 
vS' * B ioi tt J ^D' D* 100111 "*) — " Mmijier" " Sacerdos" " ©mints 
Epifcopt" {LL. Edward. A.D. mui.) — " Utranf vel atc&l- 
ptrsiijiUrf ad agendas vkea eptfcoporum" (Concil. Turon. 
can. vii. A.D. mclxih.) — " Dctanf conjlitutifub epifcopis " 
(Concil. Londin. A.D. hoc.) &c. &c, in reference to rural 
Seans or attftftitst%, we cannot hefitate to connect their 
sooihej'i Book appointment and employment with the bif hop. Still it 
voii.cvi.p.84. appears, from the earlieft records of the office that have 
come down to us, in the Weft, that thefe functionaries 
were originally chofen by their own clergy, fubject to 
the bifhop'n approval, and were only indebted to the 
latter for their confirmation — an act which he might 
execute or not, at his own pleafure. And when their 
inftitution had been ratified by the diocefan, they could 
not fubfequently be difplaced by him, according to the 
feventh canon of the fecond council of Tours (A.D. 
dlxvii.), without the joint confeut of the electors. Such, 
Or. Field tftht at leaft, is the Dean of Gloucefter's interpretation of the 
ss.cc. Tom. yi! canon, " lit epifcopus nee abbatem, nee ard&fjirrsbiitetum, 
™ LMfl " Jine omnium fuorum compresbyterorum et abbatum con- 
Jilio, de loco fuo preefumat ejicere, neque per pramia ahum 
ordinare, nifi facto concilia tarn abbatum quam presbyte- 
rorwn Juorum, quern culpa out negligenlia ejicit, dan 
omnium presbyterorum confilio refutetur; " and he ex- 
tends it to our rural functionaries. See alio can. xi. {ex 
Synod, incerti loci A.D. dcxvi,) SS.CC. Tom. vi. col.1395. 1 

(') This canon alfo inhibits tfie appointment of HtthptiejltS per pramia 
(fimoniacally) both fpiritual and laical : — for Ibmetimes it feems the latter 
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How long fuch a power of electing and continuing 
arc&pdtsts in office remained with vican or rural pres- 
byters is unknown ; — probably, for no long period : 
though the privilege of recommending to the bifhop, 
and, in fome places, even of nominating perfons eligible 
to the duty, has been permanently exercifed by them. 
Be that, however, as it may, it is quite clear, on the 
authority of Ilidore, that about the year dcxxxiii of 
Chrift, die au&fptttbnmal office of the tounrrn was elec- 
tive; the electors being, by delegation, the archdeacon, 
clergy, and people : " Si in plebibus atcdijrtsbptftf obi- Dm*, p. l 
erint, autpro aliquo reatu exinde ejecti Juerint, orchidia- c xx."'"' 
conus (fpeciali auctoritate epijcopi — nifi hoc habeat de 
confuetudine prqjcriptd, gloff.) qitantd odds prqficf/catur 
iMc, et cum clericis, etpopulis (al. presbyteris, in marg.) 
ipjius plebis clectionem faciat; quateniis dignus pajlor 
domui dbi canjlituatw; etdum ordinalur, ejus providentid 
ipfa plebs cujlodiatw." And the lame may be inferred 

were inlHtnted : — " Ut abbatei, vet arcbiprt jAgtnf, abfque oulpd de eccle- 33.ee. Tom. vr. 
fiaflico tnimfieria removeri non debeant: nee per preemia nuUu» abbot " s " 
vel *lt\>ipcrti>$txt penantur. Quod ft quit factre prafumpferit, com- 
mumone praetur. Necfxcularei MthipttflbBtctl ponantur. Forfitanfi 
tali* fuerit, qucm pro merito perfona infolatiwn eccUfia pontifex necef- 
farium effi judicet, ut fine ejut defenfione paraciam Hit fe defenfart 
non pqffint." But laical nwJptepbstcM are forbidden by the nineteenth 
canon of the council of Rheims before cited (A.D. dcxxx.) — " Ut tn S3.CC.Tom.vi. 
parocMit nuliut laicorum attbipwubgttt praponatur : fed qui fenior in"' 
rpfu tjfe debet, ckricut ordmttur." And fee alio can. iti. (ne DeranatttjS 
itallf pro preUa conferantur) of the Council of Rouen (A.D. hccxtv.) 
— " Inkibtmut ne b««naru( rotate* ad tempu* vel in perpetuum pro CmdUa Horn- 
pecunid vel aliquo pretio conferontur alicui, ficut Jlatutum eft in conci- ^S^^twi 
Hit Lateranenfi et Turonenfi: tot qui contra hoc venerint decernentet, p. us. 
prater poena* in concibat comprehenfat, jvxta pralatorum arbitrium, 
grout poind puntendot." And can. xuv. (A.D. mccxxxi.) p. Im. 
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from the council of Cifalpine bifhops, held for the fet- 
tlement of ecclefiaftic difcipline, at Pavia (.AZ>. dccclv.); 
which admits the people as co-electors — (unlefs " elec~ 
tionis confortium" mean no more than the prefence of 
the people for fuffrage of public teflimony, and not of 
formal choice) — and, like the council of Tours before 
cited, duallows the difplacement of atc&prfests by the 
bifhop, after institution, except for criminality, or ill-ufage 
of the churches under their administration — a curious 
exemplification of which is afforded in the conclufion 
a. of the following extract ; " Sane removenda quorundam 
laicorum procacitas, qui hoc folo obtentu, gudd ad elec- 
tionis confortium admittuntur, attfifprfshgtirls Juis domi- 
nari prtefumunt: et quos tanquam patres venerari <U- 
bverunt, velat fubditos coniemnunt. Hi igitur intra 
proprii juris terminosfunt redigendi, et fi extraordina- 
riam domination em in ecclejiis exercere prtzfumpferint, 
regid funt difciptind coercendi. Ipfi verd qui ad guber- 
nandas plebes legitime provecti funt, nullateniis & Juts 
epi/copis repellantur, nifi out in alicujus criminis reatum 
inciderint, aut eqfdem plebes male tractaverint. Tollenda 
eft enim prava ornnino confuetudo, qua in quibufdam locis 
oriri ccepit : quia nonnutli artf)iprtabp«ri vel aliorum titu- 
lorum cujlodes, fruges, vel aliorum eccleftarum reditu*, 
ad proprias domos abdueunt. Quidam vero aliorum pqf- 
fejfiones conducunt, ul in eis qua: ab ecclejiis Juts malejub 
traxerunt recondant, he." 

Such authority of election, exercifed by thefe parties, 
was, probably in all cafes, by fpecial permifilon of the 
bifhop ; as it is, wherefoever prevalent with the clergy 
of the prefent day ; the diocefan pofleffing a clear nega- 
tive on the election in the privilege of confirming or 
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fuperfeding it And to the fame conceffion, originally, cimod-i ew« 
may be affigned the elective character of the urban or Ttt.xLTi°«p.' 
tattrttal ttean ; who, at his firft inftitution, was nomi- T1 " pwI - 
nated out of the college of presbyters by the bifhop 
alone, as his vicarious fuperintendant in the epifcopal 
■ church ; but fubfequently became independent of the 
bifhop, as far as election went, and only beholden to 
him for a ratification of the chapter's nomination. By 
which early grant, the urban art&pmst's appointment was 
loft in perpetuity to the dioccfan : — not fo, however, the 
btan ratal's ; which, if at any time furrendered to an 
inferior conftituency, was generally again recovered at 
the will, and exercifed at the discretion, of the bifhop, 
with or without archidiaconal, clerical, and popular 
interference, at his perfonal choice, he having de jure 
" tiiejok/kip of election ;" although, in modem days, we 
have heard of archdeacons prefcribvng againft their 
bifhop in the exercife of this branch of his authority. 

Of the parochial laity, as joint electors, we hear 
nothing after this date ; nor is it probable that fuch a 
power, feeing, in the fore-cited Pavian council, the abufe 
to which it was liable, was long entrusted to their hands. 
But archdeacons, having grown up to a permanent 
participation of other epifcopal duties; feem to have 
continued thence forward (viz. from the days of Ifidore) 
fharers aUb — by Jifffertmce, I fhould fay, rather than 
right of office (for how could any archdeacon pre/bribe 
againft his bifhop) — in the appointment of ratal Starts in 
many diocefes. For which intervention, more or left 
at all times dependent on cuftom, an early fanction is 
alleged in the thirteenth canon of Hincmar's Capitula, 
addrefled to his archdeacons Guntar and Odelhard, 

Digitized by G00gle 



1 14 Cluttott and fctftittslton. [Part III. 

(A.D. DcccLxxvm.) ; wherein the archbifhop enjoins the 
latter officers to proceed to the election of beans with 
due consideration, and to constitute them conditionally 
in cafe of his abfence, — referring to himfelf the power of 
confirmation or deprivation, as he might deem expedient, 
Hincmiriowra, on being made acquainted with their choice. " Si tetanus - 
sacc'toblx. j n rntnijierio veflro" fays he, " aut ntgligens, aut inutilis 
et incorrigibUis fuerit, vel aliquis corurn obierit, non 
inconfiderati betanam eligite. Et Ji ego in propinquo 
Jum, ad me ilium electionem referte. Et Ji ego in lon- 
ginquo /wm, toeiannm ilium qui electus ejl interim conjli- 
tuite, donee ad meam noUtiam electio ilia referatur, ut 
med conjiitutione aut confirmetur, aut immutetur." 
AnniphiLeio- A letter of Arnulph, biShop of Lifieux, gives the arch- 
^>ifi.xiTii. deacon the right of presenting the arcjprfest to the 
biShop, who had the power of refusing him inftitution, if 
he thought him unworthy of the office : but, at the fame 
time, he could not proceed, againft the will of the arch- 
deacon, to a fecond inftitution ; " cum eim archidiaconatu 
■ Juo alius quodammodo archidiaconus annajcatur." 

Nor was the bifhop's refervation of a veto upon the 
election lefs marked, in cafes where the clergy enjoyed) 
by cuftom or constitution, a delegated power of choice. 
Witnefs in the church of Ferrara : where, though the 
" conJUtutiones" of the " parochi" of that ftate, con- 
firmed by the bifhop (A.D. mcclxxviii.), give to the 
fubject " capeliani" of the " parochia" the privilege of 
electing their own aTC&tpresbflttr, or, as he is denominated 
ihdluE* m *" e ^°^ °^ Muratori, " ""Pi* coRfitef atfoiris pawtiorora," 
Too. vi. coi. (provided, that is, they made their choice within fifteen 
days from the date of a vacancy by death) ; yet the 
Statutes referve to the diocefan a veto on presentation. 
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And, fuppofing the parochial incumbents, here called 
capellanes, not to comply with the instructions palled 
" pro Jiue congregationis regimiae" in this particular, 
the elective capacity devolved on the bifhop — " qmtm 
art&ijlttsbpttr •o'tam carnis ingrejfus fverit tmwerfie, capel* 
lani infra qumdecim dies proximo* futuros artfiipresbgitri 
electionem facere tenamtur, ipfam electionem confirman- 
dam aut infirmandam nojiro domino Fcrrarienji epifcopo 
precfentantes : alioquin prafata electio ad ipfum dominion 
eptfcopum devotvat." 

So great, however, -was the afcendency and influence 
which archdeacons had attained in theie appointments 
in the twelfth century, and fo Subordinate the tmanal to 
the archidiaconal functions, that in a canon of the great 
Lateran council (A.D. mclxxix.) under Alexander III., ss.cc.r oa . 
regulative of the vifitatorial expenfes of rural brans and ™.'^. 
higher dignitaries, the former are fpeciflcally denominated, 
from their uibjection, " trcani conjlituti Jitb archidia- 
conis : " — which fubjection is repeated and made abfblute 
by the decretal epifile of Pope Innocent III. (A.D. £»* G"**- 
mccxiv.) — " ftrcftfansbDUri, qui & pluribus tatanf nimcu- ">»■ *'"■ 
pattfur, (that is, rural Stans, for beans of ratfirfctal r&aKbM c*«rc* <L 
were never Subject to archdeacons — Dr. Brett) orchidia- «p.vm.' P . ias. 
coni 'jurifdictionije navcrintfubjacere : and, yet farther, 

(') " Slatuimu* et pracipirmu quod Brunei pntbgteri et ttnni ss. CC. Tom. 
ntxaUK obediant arcfndiacon.it Juit in omnibus ticilu et kaneftit, eorum XIT * coL I1M ' 
jura et noflra dbfervent etfaeiant abfervari. nv. i. Sialvia fynodalia 
ecdefia Lr.odienjit" A.D. moclxxxyii. 

" Ordinatio eieat Ue de Pyryton vujut eccfia appropriated abbaHa de W. K.gjil-lftB. 
Tewkesbury, mccccl. — Item t&ctua vicoritu et jucceffbrei Jiii lavement -.jji. '"' 
et exhibebunt unum busnuia ranlem ad dejerciend. Ordinariit loot in * 
bttanatU de Powlett quotient hvjujmodi onus ad dictum eccl'iam juxta 
eonfitetudinem d'eti 6«an*tu* evemre contigerit." R«g. 9Stll. 
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confirmed by the reply to the queftion, " Utrum betanf 
ttttalea, qui pro tempore Jlatuuntur, ad mandatum toum 
Jolum, vel archidiaconi, vel etiam utriufque, injlitui de- 
beantvtl deftitoi, ji fuerint amovendi" ? — To which the 
papal anfwer is: — "Ad hoc breviteY refpondemm, qudd 
cum ab omnibus, quod omnes tangit, approbari defeat; 
et cum commune eorttm (i.e. of the bifhop and arch- 
deacon) betanns officium eserceat ; communiter eft eH- 
gendus, vel etiam amovendus." 
rfAtoSS^ 1 Though equally an ordinary, equally a prelate, with 
i" Jil'j m"' ' tne arc hdeacon and bifhop, the bean ratal of England, as 
p.983. W ell as the continent, was fuhordinate and minifterial to 

both — being early and repeatedly called the bean of the 
archdeacon and bifhop. Wherefore the doctrine of the 
Roman refcript is transferred by the bifhop of St David's 
to his Provinciate: " Dicit Innocenthis," obferves Lynd- 
wood in his commentary in v. betanf ramies, " qudd font 
per/once habentes queedam officio communiter fpectantia 
ad epifcopum et archidiacoimm, et ided communiter eorum 
receptio et amotio pertinet ad utrumque:" — in another 
1-1. tu.1i. g L place he calls them "betanf temporales ad atiquod mini' 
cam. Jierium fob epi/copo vel arckidiaamo (al. archiepifcopo) 

l. in. t. mi. cxercendum conjiituti .*" — in a third, " qui fob orchidia- 
h.T.vta.gLf. cono quandoquc certum minijlerium h abtnt. ■" — in a fourth, 
mnmtiea. „ ygggpft epifcoporum et archidioconorum (aL archiepifco- 
L.ii.T.Lji porum).*"— in a fifth, " minijlri tarn epifcoporum, qudd 
* archidiacojiorum, (non tamen aliorum ordinariorum)" 

And to the fame purpofe fpeaks the gloflary of John de 
coojiDom. Athon on the Legating conjiiiutions of Otho: — " XttB- 
s^cam.gi.b,t. natus rurales, et per confequena betanf ibi, prafecti font 
/«™hp- 1«. ipforum archidioconorum; fed certe falvd confoetudine 
locorum torn prafici debent betanf tales, qudm etiam 
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amoveri, per epifcopum et per arckidiaconum JmM de 
Jure;" — where, feys Gibfon, the damfe/'Jalvd confuehtr- go*i.e.a. 
dine locorum," explains the glofs ('Jhcunditm confuetu- mp.«h. p.wi. 
dinan loci') on the word " communiter" in the foregoing 
conjiitution of Innocent III. See &umma 3bflbestt£na, 
P. i. de Archidiacono. 9. fol. xxxviii. and Hoftienfls de 
Qffic. Archidyacom, Tom. i. fol. cxvi. The latter of 
which commentators feems to have correctly interpreted 
the text as of local and not general application — "Je- SJJSSwST 

cundum confuetudinem Francue ' — in aSqvUnu ~]^ I ]J&S!I 1, 

ecclefns conftituuntttr tales ttrtanf per epifcopum et arcki- ? l «- To * IL 
dyaconum communiter ad quadam qffida eis communitir 
exercenda : nee inftituuntur in aliqud eccleftd nee confir- 
mantur : immd quafi rmnifteriales et officiates funt utriuf- 
que, et pro magna parte non conftituuntur perpetud,fed 
ad tempos. Ubi ergd talis veljimitis non eft confuetudo, 
hoc quod ibi dicitur non vendicatjtbi locum." 

Nor does Atterbury*s interpretation of the canon law vw»t\«n 
in reference to Englilh uiage differ from that of the ckrggtfTm- 
Cardinal, Lyndwood, Gibfon, and others. Ever fince "<'^>'" HX, ""■ 
the firft-cited letter from the Roman fee, the bifhop of 
Rochester affirms, the archdeacon's authority has inter- 
vened, with that of the bifhop, (as in the diocefe of 
Exeter,) towards appointing beans rural ; except where, 
by grant, compofition, or cuftom immemorial, things 
have been otherwife ordered; as the cafe was in the 
diocefe of Canterbury, where, thirteen years after the 

(') "IV droit common," fays Lea Lout Eccllfiafiiqnei de France, Anaiyf* da Dt- 
" let Bag* n» SUnmu dependent de I'archidiacrt et de Vfvique, qui dotvent ™~*p^7 
lee flfre et let deppfir cimjointement; (matt U y a det diocefe* ou feveque v- Ts. 
nommejeul let Bojjtn* ilutaui ; rfautret ou iUJimt ihu par let curie 
du So$rnnt, qui let prejadent a Piveque)." 
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date of this refcript, a fpecial grant was made to the 
archdeacon of the injiitution and dejiitution of ratal 
titans by Stephen Langton, the archbifhop, in the fol- 
lowing words — previoufly revoking his own official's 
somati^Ana- appointment of them ex confuetudme — . ..." Statu*- 
urbmy.p. i. mtu ut archidiaconi Cant, qui pro tempore fuerint, ftttanOB 

Appendix, No. A . 1 * , - » . . \ 

n.p.68. coryhtuant, et amoveant pro fua voluntatis arbttrto t prout 

melius viderint expedire in Dioc. memoratd, et Jibi re- 

fpondeant Jicut decet, dim abfurdum Jit, ut alius eos con- 

Jiituat qudm is qui eis debeat praieffe, et cut rejpondere 

tenentur, prafertlm cum ipjis (ottanfs) referentibus, cor- 

rigerc debent (archidiaconi) caterorum errata." And in 

a perfonal grant to Archdeacon Hubert by Archbifhop 

Wetherfhead (furnamed Le Grand), two years afterwards, 

No.Lw-p.9j. the " injlitutiones et deftitutiones ftttanotum" are conti- 

s% n d££t!* te nued; but with the faring claufe, " prahabito confiUo 

ihrti" Aeamt nqftro." The archdeacon of Canterbury had not loft 

t^^Mwi t^ privilege in the latter end of the feventeenth cen- 

0™™*,,*. x. fy^y . — f or j( jg fgjj^ fatf wnen Archbifhop Sancroft would 

have nominated rural titans in his diocefe, he was oppofed 

by his archdeacon, Parker. 

J^SK* Again, before the foundation of the fee of Chefter, 



i.p.a*. the archdeacons of Richmond and Chefter 1 (while their 
m 'iitTut JuriWictio 11 was fo prepofteroufly extenfive as it was — 
pi- each indeed having an unlimited ordinary jurifdiction in 

his own. archdeaconry) could appoint their vice-arch- 
deacons and rural titans at pleafure, and remove them 

{') On the extinction of the two jurifdietions, the endowments which 
had been attached to them from the twelfth century were transferred to 
the epUcopal fee, with this promjb, that there Ihould ftill continue two 
titular archdeacons, with yearly ftipends of 50i. each, out of the old 
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without rendering a reafon. And to mew the irrefpon- 
flhle power of the archdeacons within their archdea- 
conries, the rural beans constituted by them could not 
be called upon to attend the archbifhop's courts, nor 
could aids be impofed, nor a church, nor clerk be fuf- 
pended by the metropolitan within their limits. This 
is particularly recorded in the olb licgtr or fout&tet of 
the archdeaconry of Richmond, in reference to that 
archdeacon : — " Item arckihus ponet fid auctoritate vice mrtuitium. 

, .„ . „ , S „ , WatonatiK Oiity 

arc/an et decanos tn Juo archmatu quo/cunque voluerit et mooMai, nee. 

. . ... ZRt. penei Jt*- 

amoveott et deponet eosjme omni contradictione. Praterea $/*■ <<«*tf 
verd vicc-archinus et bttanf non tenentur venire ad placita 
arcMepi/copi nifi Jponte voluerint, &c." {Ex tranferipto 
Vet. Libr. vocati ttt olb lifget or Voutitttx &c.) And 
the fame obtained with regard to the archdeacon of 
Chefter. 

But in Ireland, two years after the promulgation of 
the fore-cited papal epiftle of Innocent III., we find the 
bifhop of Meath ftill retaining, and enforcing, the exclu- 
five right of nomination to rural ardjfp«s6gmat£« ; " var ^; MB .V, H 
cante per mortem, out alio quovis modo artljfpttstigttratus 
officio, eligendus eft per nos, ant fuccejfores nqjirosfuc- 
ceffbr, qiaajurifdictionem fuam & nobis haurit." In the ft«ia™&<v. 
diocefe of Melun (A.D. mccl). Innocent III. continued *«>»■<. <** «*• 
to the bilhop the mftitution and deititution of beans- Pa-atntiai 

pp.720, 721. Ex 

rural, independent of archidiaconal interference, though chattuhno 
the ruling deacons formally laid claim to it, " qfferentes **&. 
qudd, eis inconfultis, non licet aliquem in/iituere in btta- 
nnm :" while the bilhop of Melun affirmed, on the other 
hand, that the appointment and removal of thefe offi- 
cers, throughout the diocefe of Melun, had ever been 
granted by the papal fee to his predeceflbrs. The difpute 
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ran high; and the parties having affembled at the 
cathedral of Melun, for the fake of fettling it, the 
pope decreed, with the confent of the bifhop and arch- 
deacons, " pro bono pads" " quod rnralcg becanox Mel- 
den/is 'epifcopus, arckidiaconis inconfultis, pojfit eUgere, 
injlituere, et mutare, falvd tamenjidclitate quant de con- 
Jervando jure archidiaconorum confueverunt pree/iare." 
Sa ' L £i «T ^^ a l wa y s ruled the point. In the diocefe of Poic- 
™«. i. tiers (A.D. mcclxxx.), Bifhop Walter inhibits the retire- 

ment of toians ratal from office without his permiffion ; 
and therefore we may infer that he appointed them : — 
" Inhibemus ortf»fpresbnteds et btcanfsf, ne reeedont abfque 
licentiA nojird : et injungimus eifdem, quod antequdm rc- 
. cedant, fcribant et nobis referant exeeffus factos contra 
HirrviifWi jurifdictionem ecclefiajiicam." In Ireland, again, (A.D. 
M»'**- Mccccxix.) during the vacancy of the fee of Derry, Arch- 
K»i.p.«T9. bifhop Swain being guardian of the fame for the time 
being, conferred on Donat O-Kerulan, one of his fub- 
guardians, the rural bcanrn of Magthya, in the diocefe of 
Deny, to continue during pleafure. And, at a much 
later period, in Italy itfelf, (between the two oppoflte 
precedents of Innocent III. quoted from the canon law, 
refcript againft refcript,) Borromeo, the celebrated arch- 
bifhop of Milan, appropriated to himfelf the right of elec- 
tion, on the occafion of eftablifhing among his parochial 
ss.cc.Tom. clergy the fpiritual fupervifors termed bfcarff foranef ; 
whom he made amenable to himfelf alone, and amotive 
TbonufflD. at his will and pleafure : — " Hi bfcarff vohmtat e epifcopi 
t'.Jl p. ii. ' ab officio amoveri femper pojfint ; acji malh id adminijira- 

verint, pamas dent ejufdem epifcopijudicio." 
23'«ii5*V. Such was their conftitution, too, in the archdiocefe of 
\^!a^y. Salisburg (A.D. mdlxix.) — " iSurales brtanf hfuis epifcopis 
n. in, IK.' 
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confecuti cum authoritatc officium et dignitatem, tides fe 
reddant, ut concepts de ipjix expectationi, et Juo mtmeri, 
ac Juorum epifcoporum fatisfaciant voluntati Sic." And 
in our own country, about the fame date, the arch- 
deacon was entirely deprived of all participation in the 
appointment, unlets perchance he happened to be the 
ordinary (which alone the bifhop was de jure), when he 
was capacitated to appoint. It was not to be fuppofed 
that our Reformers would have much . refpect for papal ■ 
edicts upon this or any other branch of polity; and 
accordingly, we find, that it was decreed by the com- 
pilers of the projected Reformatio Legum Ecclejiqfti- 
carum to this effect: " 39ecanatns quilibd arrfjfprts&p- & Ea-iej* et 
itrum rwstfcamtm habcat, vel ab epifcopo vel eccle/ta ordi- w£|££f££ 
nario preeficiendum." But in the following chapter "De p.osT*"*' 
Archidiaconis," thefe fuperior officers are enjoined to fee 
that the art&jirisfrjjttva duly performed their functions 
(cap. vi. p. 96). 

In the provincial council of Cologne, under Arch- 
htihop Herman (A.D. mdxxivi.), pro reformatione clerico- 
rum et caremoniarum ecclefia, the twentieth canon gives 
to the archdeacons the fole power of election and ad- 
million : — "Archidiaconis no/iris incumbit, ne ullos wwrfo- ss.cc.Tom. 

_ . . . .... . xnt.col.119J. 

neos officiates out tittanos waits deligant out admittant, 
Jed ad has functiones vtros tantilm affumant, cum doctrind 
praftantes, turn vitte innocentts inculpatceque, qui nuilius 
criminis lobe notabiles, officium Jitum irreprehenfibiliter 
exequantur." While, on the other hand, in direct vari- 
ance therewith, the council of Malines (A.D. mdlxx.) 
enacts, cap. in. (De Hftanfs GCfrfstfanfram) : — " arc&fprta- ~ss. cc T am . 

. , i • \ 1-1- ^. . y. «l. COI-S93. 

uotert ruraus in jinguhs dicecefibus pro difcrettone ept/co- *»■«* p™- 
porum affumantur, quipqffint pajioribus vita, conftlio, et 
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exemplo prodejfe ; et non pluribus preeficiantur ecclefiis, 
qit&m pojfint commode regere ; ac fint arbitrio epifcopo- 
rutn amovibiles." But the caufe of this exclufive jurif- 
diction being veiled in the bifhop may be, as fuggeltcd 
by Van Efpen, that the entire archidiaconal power had 
in Belgium merged in the epifcopal. 

To the latter learned canonift we are indebted for 
the farther ufages of the Belgian churches in reference 
to the appointment and conftitution of this truft : — 
JjSpJSJ pT " IV * Moribn$ Belgii pajiim obtinuit, ut non tantiim epi- 
nt-vy.ivMfcopifoli pro fito arbitrio bccanos ruiataf confitiuant, fed 
infuper Ubertas eis fit, quemcunque £ presbyteris, quern 
hide officio maxime judicant convenire, etigere; necjbtet 
officium arcfifprtsbBtuattts ulli determinates parochial out 
dignitati, vel beneficio ejfe annexum." 

" Similiter in potejiate epifcopi eft, dijlrictum btianontm 
vel extenders, vel limitare ; imd et unam brcanfem five 
dijir'tctum art jjipresbgWratus in pluret dividere ; out plures 
in unum conflare." 

" v. Functiones quoque et potejlas btranorura acommif- 
fionejeu inftructione, quam ab epifcopis accipiunt, unici 
dependent: unde in litteru, quibus artSfpresbgttr rnralfs 
conftituitvr, inferi conjuevit Hoc claufula : arrftff resbjite- 
rum dijlrktus N. te nominamus et deputamus cumfacul- 
tatibus hujufmodi Hrc&t'pmbgterfs concedi folitis ac con- 
fuetisjuxta injhuctiones datas." 
ary»-i^«wh, B u t to return to our own country : — In the year 
c.zzvn.p.479. mdlxh, among the ecclefiaftical regulations then in- 
tended, one was, " That in every beams in the country, 
there may be conftituted by the btfliop, one grave and 
difcreet prieft, to be arc&fpresfeBter or becanos rnralfs." 
Which act of conftituting, by the canons of hdlxxi. 
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(lAber canonum &c. de archidiaconis), fuppofea the pre- %£%;*' $J!' 
vious recommendation of the archdeacon 1 ; " peractd spumw^cw- 
vtfitaUone, archidiaconus Jignificabit epifcopo, quos inve- mhIu. 
nerit in quoque Iwanatti, ed doctrind etjudicio praditos, 
ut digni fint, qui ! pro condone doceant populum, (' for 
preachers in thofe days were rare' — Gibfon,) et prajint 
aliis. Ex Hits epifcopus poteji defectum facere, quos velit 
ejfe trttanos rurales." 

To the bifhop the fame power of nomination is con- 
tinued by the fifth canon of His Majejiy 's Declaration ¥*: UB -££- 
concerning Ecclefiajiical Affairs (A.D. mdclx.) : — " Uttral 

(') May I notice, at this point, a formula of the Romiih Church in 
England, of the time of Charles the Firft, by which, Richard Smith, 
bilhop of Chalcedon, appoints his archdeacon, and gives him the power 
tf electing bis own Htm* rural P— The original document is ftated to be 
in St Gregory's feminary at Paris, by the author of The Church Hiftory 
ff England (Dodd, I believe), whence I tranferibe the following extract: — 

" Quo vero ckrut, et popultu tud follicitudine, curd, ac diligen- 

tia\ in via virtuti* incedat, et bonorum operum fructut ubiqw profi- 
mine*, volianu* ut totum diflrictum tuum femel faltem infinguUt anmt 
in proprid perjbnd vifitet ; et duo* vel plure* preibyterot, viro* idoneot, 
aique integrte et probata vita, in pritdtcto dif/rictu tuo, eligat, qui mu- 
wu* bttauorum rural turn obeant in loci* intra diflrictum tuum a te prm- 
JUtuemS*, prtrjldque jwt ra&onem Ubi continuS reddere de moribu* pre*- 
byterorum, et prmdictarwn perfbnarvm laScarum intra termmoe tui 
diftrictux degentium, feu commorantium. Quorum virorum, Ua a te 
eUctorutn, iiomtna ad not deflinabu, ut, literarutn nojfrarum vigorc 
approbations^, et confirmationem confiquantur Ac." Part vi. char. i. 
Book III. art. IV. Record* of the Clergy, p. 152. 

(■) In the diocefe of Winchester, the twan rural, annually elected Atterburj'. Ar- 
npon the old foundation, preaches two vifitation fennons during his c*or««. 
year of office ; and the fame cuflom obtained in the days of Atterbnry mccnii. 
(archdeacon of Totnefa mdccvih.), and fiill obtains, in the diocefe of 
Exeter: — probably, in both cafes, founded on this canon, which was 
interpreted as referring to Fifitation feriuons. 
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beans, as heretofore, to be nominated by the bifhop of 
the diocefe." While in the diocefe of Kilraore, during 

B U met'« Life <f the epifcopate of the primitive Bifhop Bedell, the old 
V ' cuftora, of the clergy electing their own beans, returned : 

cc.u.B.etfi. — " Ut fecundum priftinam et antiquum ktffut diascefeos 
.p. . gii imren ji S conftitutwnem, in tribus ejus rtgiombus tres 
tsttani Jint, ab ipfix mini/iris ejufdem becanatns eligendi, qui 
vitam et mores cleri jugi circumfpectione cujlodiant, et ad 
epifcopum referant, ejufque mandata accipiant, et, quoties 
opus erit,per apparitorem becanatns ad compresbyteros fuos 
tranfmittant" 

\A.fy B 6sa" * n The Proceedings in Convocation about Xtmal 3>eans 
(A.D. MDccx.), the Upper Houfe feems to have been 
unwilling to admit the doctrine of Innocent's refcript, 
fo often alluded to, but rather inclined to reftore to 
the diftrict clergy the priftine capacity of electing their 
own beans, fubject to epifcopal fanction alone. "That 
the clergy of every beanrg, or the greater part of them, 
ihall chufe a perfon qualified" (i.e. "beneficed within 
the beanrg, as rector, vicar, or perpetual curate, refident 
upon his benefice or cure, of the elder and graver fort of 
the clergy, and a graduate in one of the two univerfities 
within this province" . . . .) . . . . " who ihall be pre- 
fented by the archdeacon or other ordinary to the bifhop 
for his approbation ; and when approved, fhall be ap- 
pointed by the bifhop under his hand to execute the faid 
office for the term of three years, unlets caiife fhould 
appear to the bifhop for altering the faid term." 

The latter part of this projected canon was pertina- 
cioufly refilled by the Lower Houfe, in their eagernefs 
to advance -the privileges of their own members, by 
inverting archdeacons with the joint-power of difmifiing, 
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as well as appointing, leans rural, according to the papal 
decree, and the glofles of John de Athon and Lyndwood 
on the legatine and provincial conjiitutions : — or, at leaft, 
they .would have carried, as an indifpenfable amendment, 
that the archdeacon's confent mould be firft obtained, 
before the biihop proceeded to the authoritative act of 
displacement 

On the continent, ten years after this convocational 
war about the rarf-tocanal constitution in England, the 
council of Reulfen iffued the decree following, without 
noticing in whom the right of electing rural protoprts- 
bgtets lay ; but appointing them paftors of the paftors of 
their Ittanrie s, and correctors of facerdotal faults and fail- 
ings, perfonally or by delation to the biihop, as the head 
of their jurisdiction. " Quoniam ptotopnstigttrQrum (Seta- &«*&** r» 
rtortmt rutalium) officium gravius ejl, avium exiflimatur : KSSJ}* 
monet fancta fy nodus, ut U tantum qfumantur, qui zelo, J£cc%S!Ziyi 
pietate, doctrind, et eruditions cateris pralvccant, exjacu- •*«*• 
laribus ji idonei inter eot fuerint ; Jin minus ex regula- 
ribtu. Ipfi verofecum cogitent.Je ejfe conftitutos pajlorum 
Jut di/irictus pa/lores, edque de causd, nifi ipjorum defectut 
corrigant, vel ad epifcopum deferant,Juoque officio accurate' 
fungantur, c&terorum animas de ipjorum etiam manibus 
reqmrendaa eJJ'e" 

As to bccanal appointments in modern days, the fame 
confuetudo locorum, as we have above referred to, has 
much influence over them. There is no general rule of 
election and inftitution. Every diocefe adheres to its 
own cuftoms. In fome places, the mandate of election s™it«r p . ,*■*.*/ 
proceeds, by the bifhop's grant, from the archdeacon °"" fc ***"• 
alone, % as (to quote from our infular ufages) in the 
diocefe of Canterbury, and, at one time, feemingly, in 
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that of Lincoln (fee, in the gtppnUrix, " admonitio tpijbo- 
palis archidiacono facta de fumptibtu brcano rural! allo- 
canduz" — in others, from the bilhop and archdeacon 
umm^i n- jointly, that is, from the bilhop through the archdeacon, 
udcctiii. as now-a-days in thediocefe of Exeter 1 , where the clergy 
v.ii.p'ii. are the actual electors: — in others, again, from the 
ySw^eal' bilhop alone, as in the diocefes of London, Bath and 
Wells, Norwich, Oxford, Winchefter, Gloucelter, St. 
David's, and Salisbury, — in the latter of which the office 
is, at prefent, on the authority of our venerated diocefan 
himfelf, entirely dependent on the perfonaljurifdiction of 
the bilhop ; — the archdeacon having nothing to do with 
the appointment, except To far as the bilhop may deflre 
him to mention the names of clergymen eligible to the 
duty ; — which has been occafionally done hy the rural 
presbyters themfelves ; — but in neither cafe with any 
power of nomination, as an official right. Such likewife 
was the confutation of the office in the days of Bilhop 
Ward, and alio in thole of Bilhop Fifher, in the diocefe 
of Sarum. And yet, to (hew how much the ufages of 
the church have varied, at different periods, in relation 
to the economy of this office, even in the fame diocefe, 
we find traces of an oppoflte cuftom to that now pre- 
valent, in the early conftitutions of the fee of Sarum. 

(') " Volumu* eiiam ut tltcgnatUH Ptympton Jtcat ah antiqua folet tt 
autentico Jbripto bonte memoritt J. Exon. ep'i plemtu et melius tefiatur 
eocl'ire de Ptympton remanent, itafcUicet ut clericu* per te etjucceffbre* 
tuo* et ccmonitm archd'o Tottonuu qui pro tempore fuerit prejentetur, 
et cvram tltauut&fl per tun fitfeipiat — quod ep'u* tt ejut officiate* 
repeUtndi Wo* qui per vo* JueruU prefentati nulkun prorriu habeani 
poU/latem." Inter prmlegia monqfterii de Ptimton. Temp. IvelH 
priori*. *U8.#l(mtoitiWS>. Not JH£. «6b. Kennett's Par. Ant. 
V. ii. p. 353. 
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In the Conftilutionet facta in plena caplo eccl'ia Sarum in nut- ofrount. 
fcjloAffum.pt. B. Virginia, anno mccxxii., this claufe occurs : g»*J w. k. « ' 
" IBtt&nl etiam tntallS de commwti confenfu d'ni t'pi et 
archid'orum injlituantitr et dejiituantur" And in the 
canon " de tetania injiituendis," of the Alia ConJOtutione* cc.m.b.h h. 
Mgidii Saresberien/is Epij'copi (A.D. mcclvi.), is the fol- ° ' p ' 
lowing injunction : " Staiuimus, ut cum tetanf rotates ido- s* i. Fiiebd 
net ab archidiaamit fucrint injlituti, nobis et fucceffbribu* f .tt& c£cr. 
nojiria prafententur ad fatramentitm corporal* prajian- **"*" 
dum:" — clearly (hewing, that, in the days of Biftiops 
Poore 1 and Bridport, the inftitution of teaiw rnral was 
partially, at leaft, a matter of archidiaconal concernment 
in our diocefe. Nor, indeed, in that of Winchester*, has 
the act of appointing been always with the bifhop, to the 



(') Bifhop Poore drew up a body of conJlUutiont at a diocefan fynod. Collier's Ece.i. 
fubfeqaent to the year mccxxit, for the regulation of his fee. They are gj^X. B. v. 
divided into eigfcty-feven canons; of which the penultimate commands p-**>- 
the archdeacons to take care that the laws are dory obferved ; — to give 
copies of them to the ratal twoM, who are to trasJ*cribe them, and furaifh 
the rectors and vicars within their precincts. 

(*) In the diocefe of Wincbelier, there are, at prefent,two foundations 
of rural tttans, the old and new — die latter instituted a few years unce by 
Bifhop Sumner, and appointed fblely and exclufively by his authority 
(fie flyatnbix, Winehejier Document*) — the former of ancient funding 
and peculiar constitution ; whereby the clergy are empowered to elect a 
perfon, at the archidiaconal vifitation, to fill the nominal office of bean 
ratal, and to preach at the two fubfeqaent vifitations of the archdeacon 
and bifhop's commiflary {in Surrey). But the office is in fact, Archdeacon 
Howe- informs aw, a mere nullity, except' for preaching ; for which put- 
pofe the election is annual, and the Dead changed. This ancient foun- 
dation, though thus limited by ufage, it is eipicffly provided by the bifhop, 
is not to be affected by bis new appointment The latter is general 
throughout Hants and Surrey : the older inftitution, on the authority of 
Archdeacon Bayley, obtains not in Hants. 
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exclufion of the archdeacon ; though in the prefent age 
the latter is no party to it: — for in theft/nodal con/Htu- 
cc. m. b. n h. dons of Bifhop Wooclloke (AJ). Mcccvni.) it is ftipulated 
" qudd de catcro, tarn ieranf, qudm apparitores eorum, po- 
ttos, out qfficialem nofirum, archidiaconum, vel officialem 
torvm, commumt^r eligantur, et amoveantur Jimuttir com- 
muniter per eo/dem." 

Indeed, fo good a cafe of feemiug right to a participation 

in the appointment of otans rural generally, in England, 

'"TSmr*" **° *° e "rchdeacons put forward, that Dr. Cowell in his 

«. c. of cia»» Interpreter, and Dr. Godolphin in his Repertorium Canord- 

e. m. p. 53. cum (the latter copying the former), have compofed their 

definition of ttcan rural in accordance with it — influenced, 

no doubt, by the papal refcript of Innocent III : — " A 

per/bn having ecdefiajltcal jurifdictim over other minijicrs 

and parijhes near adjoining, aj/igned unto him by the bijhop 

and archdeacon, being placed and difplaced by them." Still 

it is the writer's firm conviction that no archdeacon can 

lay legal claim to co-electorihip with the bifhop ; whofe 

office alone it is de jure to appoint beans ratal in his 

diocefe. 

In the moft recent revival of " the ancient ufe of 
titans rural" in England (viz. in the diocefe of London, 
where, while I am writing — December mdcccxxxiii — 
they are juft appointed), the act of appointment was ex- 
ercifed by the bifhop ; but the brans are to ajjift the 
archdeacons in the execution of their office, and to act 
in fubordination to them ; which feems to be, in my 
humble opinion, as judicious a mode of rendering the 
inftitution of totaiw rural efficient, without the rifk of ren- 
dering it offenfive to the intermediate functionaries, the 
archdeacons, as can be devifed. 
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" Although there are inftances, in times paft and pre- a H-mtu Pro- 
tent, of the clergy electing beans among themfelves," fays S£f^^ 
an anonymous author, " yet confidering they are to x™*p.iao|iji. 
correfpond with their bifhop, to act many things in his 
name and by his authority, and to he accountable to 
him, it is but meet he mould have the choice of them, 
as for the moft part he formerly had." 

" The wife election of the titan rural is a matter of the 
great eft importance, and requires the greateft care ;" 
for " he muft be one that fincerely loves God and the 
church, and hath a tender regard to the fouls of men. 
He muft alfo be furnifhed with found learning, and with 
dexterity to manage men and bufinefs :•" — " the peace 
and fafety of the church, the flopping of herefie and 
fchifm, the preventing the growth of popery, and chiefly 
the recovering of decayed piety among the people, 
depending on the judicious appointment of this officer." 

"If all the qualifications requifite cannot eafily be 
found in every &eanarj>, yet it is neceffary to go as near 
them as poflible ; but efpecially to provide men of clear 
reputation for unblameable behaviour, and of difcreet 
zeal for the honour of God and advancement of religion." 
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SECTION IL 

Zit JWttfcoo of SnMitariaR. 

AVING done with the right of election and 
appointment of litans rural — in whom it pri- 
marily refted, and in whom by delegation — 
we naturally inquire, in the next place, how, 
or by what method, were thefe officers instituted in the 
church ' ? — by oral declaration, or by formal commifllon 
injcriplis? — If by the latter, are any fuch formula of 
inftitution known to antiquaries ? 

After affiduous fearch — not in the archives of public 
libraries, nor in the manufcriptal records of epifcopal 
muniment-rooms, (for I enjoy no fuch opportunities of 
investigation,) but in printed books of eafier accefs and 
perufal — I am compelled to reply, to the belt of my 
belief, that none have been ever given to the public of 
a date antecedent to the Sixteenth century ; and it is 
faid by a far higher authority in thefe matters, the vicar 
of Ambrofden, that none exift in manufcript. At leaft 
Dr. Kennett replies' to the hifhop of Lincoln's question 

(') It were abfurd to think of recovering any authentic in (1 rumen to 
of inftitution of the Eaftera beams rural — the pmooeute of Alia Minor, 
or of the fubfequent eiatrbi or protopapabM- But fie Goar. Euchol. 
Gracar. p. 271. and again p. 277. and note p. 287 ; alio notes to Dr. 
Priaulx'a Brief Account &c, for a form of ordination of a protopspa*. 
Qu. Was this form ufed at the ordination of bitair as well as urtan 
protopopea ? 
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upon this point, that he had met with none in the courfe 
of his refearches : — " As farr as my prefent thoughts can sr«. wumt. 
reach," Kennett writes, " I believe the rural titans were PaneiMJnu- 
long appointed by the diocelan without any formal com- £"356,357."' 
million infcriptia, and inverted in the office by the deli- 
very of the common foal, which at the death of each bean 
was returned to the bifhop, or committed into cuftody 
by his order, to be given to a fucceffor at the bifhop's 
nomination." 

Oral declaration or nomination, and tradition of the 
tatanal feed, teems to have been the ordinary way of 
inftituting beans rural in England ; and this, probably, 
at the times of epifcopal vifitation. Had there been Kennett, «w 
deeds of commiffion, heretofore in ufe, they would have 
been found in fome of the diocefan regifters 1 ; but there 
is not the leaft intimation of any fuch, in an authentic 
form, to the very time of the Reformation ; — at leaft, in 
reference to beans rural, ftrictly fo called : though many 
formal conveyances 9 occur of the btansiip of the court 

(') White Kennett particularly notices, that no deeds of commiffion 
are feen in the worthy Dr. Hutton's mod accurate collections from the 
rolls of H. Wella and R. Grofthead, bilhopa of Lincoln, nor in thofe of 
Walt Grey of York. 

(*) " Frattr Johannes eccl'te Cant, minijbr humilii — diiecto JUio Kennett, pa*. 
magiftro P. nuper Qttaitstfts eccl'ite beata Maria de Arcubus London, "'"*' 
cuftodi/alutern — dUecUtm Jilium, mag rum Rogerum de Rothewelle de- 
ricum nqfirum m eccl'ia B. Maria de Arcubus prtfedmvM in brtaitum 
— vobit mandamu* — utjlgillum btcaaatu* eidem Rogero liberetu. Dot. 
apud Pavreftiam ix. cai. Octob. A.D. mcclxxii," By which it Teems 
plain, that, upon the deceafe of the bfait, another clergyman was made 
keeper of the Jeal, till the archbifhop appointed a fucceuor, who had 
feifin of his office by delivery of the ta&AJeal without any other delega- 
tion in writing'. Which nomination and trnnimittmg the feal was the 
ordinary way of inftituting rural btanS- 
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of arches, in the archbifhop's regifters, — an office hereto- 
fore attached to the rectory of the church of St. Mary- 
le-Bow, or B. Maria de Arcubus — the incumbent of 
which was once lural or urban trtan of London— tj^e btan 
of Cfirfstianitp' — having under his peculiar diftrict the 
churches exempt from the diocefan, and fubject to the 
archbifhop's immediate jurifdiction. 

The non-appearance of formularies of Otcanat inftitu- 
tion in diocefan regifters, while they abound in the 
archiepifcopal, is accounted for by Kennett in his i$tf. 
letter to the bifhop of Lincoln : — " The bean of the 
arches or peculiars in London kept his cuftomary rights, 
and obtained fome new prerogatives, became there was 
no archdeacon to reftrain him: whereas in other ordi- 
nary otantrfta, the refpective archdeacons had fo crampt 
the authority of rural beans, (nay, in fome diocefes had 
extorted from the weaker bifhops the power of confti- 
tuting and removing them at pleafure,) that I prefume," 
fays the antiquary, "there was no great folemnity in 
appointing men to execute the declining office, com- 
monly beftowed by verbal nomination and tradition of the 

Wherever there was express deflgnation by writ or 
patent, it was in the ufual form of the ordinary's dele- 



Onufaton'a ftifo ( * ) " £ ctcteru in urbe Lou dinenfi paracS*," fays Onghton, " jamdat 
itgomena,!.. il juerunt et adhhc extant numero trededm^fub jurifduydonis peculiarit 
privilegio, di/HncUe et omnind excmpla ; quiz nempi ejufitem dkecefeos 
epifcopo nuUateiau Jubjaeeant, fed ipjiflimo metropolitan)), qua ordi- 
nario, immediate Jubjecta remanent ; quorum una eft ilia parochia 
Sancta Maria; dt Arcubus, et habebatur qua/i prtecipua," &c 

"Obarcualam bafilicam,in qud,pro tribmutfi,jcderejalebat,littm*% 
de Arcubus." 
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gating any other official or commifiar j, mutatis mutandis. ^x^J^rt' 
And White Kennett acknowledges it as probable that %£££[*„#. 
there may have been ftiort inftruments of conveying the J? {£■€*•; 
ordinary trull of bean rural, though not remaining upon don - 
record 1 . Be it fo, or otherwife, antecedent to the epoch 
referred to by the learned author ; many fuch documents 
have been met with in diocelan regifters, fince that 
event, in England, and a few Ihort formulae of inftitution 
of beans on the continent (one of which has been already 
quoted./ee p. 122.) are feen in Van Efpen, I. E. U. Part i. 
Tit. vi. cap. i. p. 29. 

On the twenty-fourth of May mdli, Bifliop Bird (the ■»*»•»■•»» 
firft prelate of the new fee of Chefter) granted the office StoTceitr. 
of rural bran of Kendal, Lonfdale, and Catheric beanries, 
to Thomas Bland for life (" durante vitdfud naturali") by 
patent, {fee the document, with feveral others, -in the 
appeirbfi — Chejier Documents— -N". i.) Thefe patents, 
as formulae of inftitution, are curious, and have never 
before been laid before the public. From them it ap- 
pears, that the principal regiftrar of the diocefe did not 
interfere with the becanal jurifdiction, but that the bean* 
had feparate regiftrars of their acts appointed by the 
bifhop. (See appenbfx N*. n.) In mdcxv ■, the office of 

(') It is certain the next fucceffbr to Peckham, Archbilhop Win- Kecneit,/*;. 
chelfcy, made a (lean of St. Mary Arches by there enpiefs letters-patent. 
— " Robertus Cant. ar. ejftt* diitcio JUio mag'ro Henrico de Nq/fington 
canonko ecd'ite Laic. Jalutetn. Ojficium Decanatu* eccCite Beatce Maria 
deArcubui London, cum Jvis juribut el perttnentiu uniwrfu, et exerci- 
Hvm juri/dictionM ejufdem — Ubi commitUmu* per prefente* — dot. apud 
Ottefbrd. 3. koX. .Tun. hccxcv." 

(■) At the prefect time, the whole btunuil jurifdiction is exerdfed by 
the eommiflary of Richmond (an officer created mdxli, but whofe patent 
does not appear till twenty- five years after the foundation of the see, 
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ratal titan of all the beanrfes of Richmond archdeaconry 
(fare only Amoundernefs) was united with that of com- 
miffary, and granted by patent for life to Edmund Main- 
waring and Mark Pickering (fee gtypenbii N°. v.), andfub- 
fequently to Jofeph Cradock (including Amoundernefe) 
in hdcxxxvi, who continued patentee of all the betanates 
at the time of the Restoration in hdclx. Confirmations 
of other fiich patents appear in the acts of the bean and 
chapter of Cheiter of later date, all parties acknowledging 
the feparate jurifdiction of the bean* rural (fee Remon- 
Jirance of the bean and chapter, and Anfwer of the bijhop, 
A.D. mdclxii, Sppertbii N°. vn.), and cautioufly preferving 
it in the fuccelBve particular and general patents for a 
century afterwards. 

There anciently obtained in fome diocefes a cuftom of 
fwearing beans rural to the obfervance of certain articles 
at the time of their inititution ; of which the firft notice 
I have met with is in the feventh canon of the Meath 
cc.iLB.ua. Confutations (A.D. mccxvl), to this effect: — " Ut in ad- 
ndjjiom ad officium Juramentum prafient de Jiddi execu- 
tions fui officii. Item de inquirendo et prafentando nobis 
et qfficiaUbus nojiris nondna et cognotrdna omnium et Jin- 
gulorum infra fuos bttanatus, qui public^ et notorii defa- 



i*IS- JLtDger. ISooli, pp. 34 & 52), and archdeacon of Chefter, the total 
Otanties being oil vetted in them ; and, by right of the ancient office of 
Otan rural, their jurifdiction is considerable, though the archdeacons of 
Richmond and Chefter, as such, have no jurifdiction whatever — that is, 
in their archidiaconal capacity alone — the fame having been furrendered 
to the crown at the institution of the fee, and veiled in the billiop, who 
has not thought fit to give to the archdeacons any jurifdiction, and they 
are entitled to none by the charter but what he choofes to beflow on 
them, with the falary of 50/. to each. 
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mati aut vchementerfufpectifunt de aliquo crimine ant in- 
fana&,per aucloritatem nojiram puniend. et corrigend." &C. 
See hereafter, under ViJitatiormL duties — ?Q.9.3l. Part iv. 
Sect. ii. 

About forty years later we read of the facramentum 
corporate as being taken by beans ratal of the diocefe of 
Salisbury, on their prefentation to the bifhop, after infti- 
tution by the archdeacon. See the Conjlitutiones alia 
of Giles Bridport (A.D. mcclvi.), can. de tecanfs infti~cc.u.a.tin. 
tuendis: and on the nature of the corporal facrament 
(" Tactis corporaHter facrofanctis evangeliis in publico 
corporatiter fubeant facramenta." Conft. Siculse, L. i. 
Tit. lix.) See Ducange Ghjfar. Tom. in. col. 884. 

The obligation of an oath, I have no doubt, continued 
to be impofed on thefe officers fubfequently, though the 
Concilia Magna Britannia et Hibernia of Wilkins afford 
no record thereof till the provincial Scotch council of 
Edinburgh (A.D. mdxlix.) ; wherein it is enacted, " quod ccmb.hh. 
bttanf ante fufceptiontm fui officii Jurent de JideU ejus c^'im?" 
adminijiratione in omnibus "Sec, as hereafter cited in full, 
under vijitation duties. 

In the patent of bean ratal of the totalities of Kendal, *« * P) tmM r . 
Lonfdale, and Catheric, to Thomas Bland, AD. mdli, it no. i. 
is faid, " Tibi in virtutejuramenti tui coram nobis de officio 
preedict. fidelithr exequend. in kdc parte prius prajlit. 
damns et concedimus" &c. : and the oath is again referred 
to in the bifhop's Charge to the beans, AD. mdxciv. ; but, Ditto charge, 
as if it ceafed to be exacted, the words occur in no fub- 
fequent patent. 

The Rouen collection of councils prefents us with ccjtaumeg. 
the form of the bitanal oath, as it was adminiftered in mbb. 
the diocefe of Evreux {A.D. mdlxxvi). It appears among 
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the ftatutes of the fummer fynod, under the title " de 
artatifff Buralfius ; " and is thus introduced — " Ne 
frujlrh lex et Jialutttm detur,fi nemo Jit qui obfervet, vel 
obfervari in noftrd abfentid procuret, pracipimus Ottatifs 
Ut tanquam ex altdfpeculd projpiciant in omnes, acfide- 
litbr deferant delinquentes et contumaces : in quern finem 
damns ipfis potejlatem citandi quqfeunque fine alio man- 
date Jpeciali, et prohibemus ne conniveant, vel cum ullo 
pretio interpofito tranfigant fub pond crga nos perfidue, 
et perjurii in deum contra jur amentum, quod omntbusfyno- 
dis columns ab Hits in nofiris manibut fieri et renovari, 
cujus hac ejl forma exfanctis canonibus fumpta — 

Xgo N. Imanus de N. faro per deum vivum et hacfancta 
evangelia qudd amodo in antea quidquid novi, out audivi, 
out pofimodum inquifiturus fum quod contra voluntatem 
dei, out rectam Chrijlianitatem in toecanatu mihi commiffb 
factum fit aut factum erit,fi in diebus mew evenerit, et ad 
cognitionem meam pervenerit, aut indkatum mihi fuerit, 
fynodalem caufam effe et ad mini/lerium dotnini mei epi- 
fcopi pertinere: qudd nee propter amorem, nee propter 
timorem, nee propter pretium, nee propter parcntclam, nulr 
latenus celabo preedicto domino meo epifcopo, aut ejus miffb, 
cut hoc inquirerejufferit, aut ejus officiariis. Sic me deus 
adjuvet et hac Sancta Dei Evangelia." 
atotttiMficw We have recorded the adminiftration of an oath to 
T^Slript, the toans ratal of the diocefe of Salisbury by Bifhop 
Bridport in the middle of the thirteenth century. An 
oath was alio adminiftered to them by Bifhop Ward in 
the latter part of the feventeenth century. The Articles 
of Enquiry drawn up by him (foon after his inftallation) 
for the life of the beans ratal of his diocefe are yet extant 
in his Common-place Book, and are headed, " Qfficium 
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©tcanottttn Haralfnm ad quod juramento qftringendi." 
See Sppoibfo, Salisbury Documents. 

From the form of the bean's oath, fet down by the stptrtar.ca. 
diligent Dr. Godolphin in his Repertory, as in old times p.e. (m.) 
adminiftered, the then authority and jurisdiction of this 
rural officer in England may be fufficiently underftood. 
The exact date of the inftrument I am unable to ascer- 
tain. It is in vain fought for in an authentic fhape at jH*mbkPn- 
earlier publication. ' The duties enumerated are found ^iiwbZZ 
difperfed through ancient councils, but no where fo "™' p ' 
compendioufly and formally drawn up. Nor hare I met 
with any genuine form of ttecanal jurament in actual ufe 
in modern days, except in one diocefe of England. Go- 
dolphin's is to this effect : — 

0rt(rfes rafnfettreb to Unral Beans. 

" I, A. B., bo sfotar, diligently and faithfully to execute 
the office of bean rural within the beantp of C. 

" 1. I will diligently and faithfully execute, or caufe to 
be executed, all fuch proceffes as lhall be directed unto 
me from my lord bifhop of E. or his officers or minifters, 
by his authority. 

" 2. Item, I will give diligent attendance, by myfelf or 
my deputy, at every confiftory-court, to be holden by 
the faid reverend father in God, or his chancellor, as 
well to return fuch proceffes as fhall be by me or my 
deputy executed; as alfo to receive others, then unto . 
me to be directed. 

" 3. Item, I will, from time to time, during my faid 
office, diligently inquire, and true information give unto 
the laid reverend father in God, or his chancellor, of all 
the names of all fuch perfons within the faid bestirs of C. 
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as fhall be openly and publickly noted and defamed, or 
vehemently fufpected of any fuch crime or offence, as is 
to be puniihed or reformed by the authority of the faid 
court. 

" 4. Item, I will diligently inquire, and true informa- 
tion give of all fuch perfons and their names, as do admi- 
nister any dead men's goods, before they have proved 
the will of the teftator, or taken letters of administration 
of the deceafed inteftates. 

" 5. Item, I will be obedient to the right reverend 
father in T3od, J. bifhop of N. r and his chancellor, in all 
honeft and lawful commands ; neither will I attempt, do, 
or procure to be done or attempted, any thing that fhall 
be prejudicial to his jurifdiction, but will preferve and 
maintain the fame to the uttermoft of my power." 

cc.M.B.eiH. In the Refolutions of the Upper Houfe, confequent 
on the Report of the Committee of the two HoufeSof 
Convocation about mural Srans, (A.D. mdccx.), no oath 
was propofed, but it was ordered " that A Paper of In- 
fiructions from the bifhop fhall be given to every rural 
Stan, without fee or reward 1 , directing him how and in 

(') If we may believe the violent anti-epifcopal author of "A Short 

Viae of the Pmlatical Church of England," there was once a cuftom 

of exacting a fee on the adminiftration of the oath of office to titans 

nival. Among the means of epifcopal aggrandizement, it is there al- 

■ leged, with no good intent towards our npoftolical hierarchy, that one 

a stunt Vie*, of iource °f wealth to prelates was — "By making ratal! otanffi yearely 

ch Pr i t fP (where they be) in every bta*t» : — and for the oath taken, fome pay 

faMtMDtxrT 8s.6d.OT a. noble, but no benefit to the bcanrn at all, but to execute 

Bcety. OHTU- biihop's mandates." 

Ktport. At prefent, I am not aware that any payment is made for his com- 

n. SIT, 51B. milium by the Dtm ratal of England, except in the province of York : 
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what manner to execute that office ; and that every bean 
fhall folemnlu promife, in the prefence of the bifhop, or 
any other perfon appointed by him, to execute the faid 
office according to fuch inftructions, to the beft of his 
(kill and power." 

Such may he laid to be the general ufage at prefent 
in the diocefes of Great Britain and Ireland, wherever 
ratal Ucans exift. Some fort of inftrnment paifes medi- 
ately or immediately from the bifhop, his official, or 
archdeacon, to the bran, inverting him with full powers 
to execute the truft, for a definite, or indefinite period, 
as the cafe may be ; and, at the fame time, instructing 
him how he is to perform its particular duties. In e*. Ept/ij*- 
Cornwall, where I am informed " the office has never (?) vftrndt nit- ' 
been discontinued," the ancient cuftom of administering 
an oath, at the time of institution, yet Survives, with 
other primitive peculiarities connected therewith. The 
office is there, as it was in Lyndwood's days generally 
in England (fee the next faction) annual. The biihop's *« appm&tr, 
mandate pafTes from the vicar-general and commhTary of m». i. 
the diocefe, under his official leal* to the archdeacon — 
" charging and commanding him to monifli, or caufe to 
be moniihed, all the clergy of his archdeaconry before 

where, in the lift of fees taken in the exchequer and prerogative courts, 
appears " Commiffion for a rural o*an, 5t. 4d. (Judge) St. (Regi/lrar)." 
But in parts of that province the He can a I office is one of conftderable 
emolument, and held by patent for life (viz. in the archdeaconries of 
Chefter and Richmond), fo that the functionary may well pay for his 
conuniuion. See Table of Feet &c. N". i. beginning " For bufineft cer- 
tified by rural B«an« : " — titan* rami in general have " no cotmngt-in," 
and therefore had need have no goingi-out, beyond what they unavoid- 
ably incur in the fulfilment of their ordinary duties of parochial vifita- 
tion, and attendance on the citations of their diocefan. 
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him affembled on any competent and convenient day 
and place, then and there to elect, and nominate, one fit 
and convenient clerk of each Beanrj, to be the bean rural 
of each totanrji, within the archdeaconry for the year 
enfuing : — and giving him free power and lawful autho- 
rity to adminifter in due form of law to each and every 
of the beans rural, who fhall be elected in purfuance of 
the mandate, the ufual and accuftomed oath for the 
faithful execution of their refpective offices" — to this 
effect : — 

" You stjall sfniar well and truly to execute the office 
of a bean rural within your beanerg, for the year enfuing; 
you fhall diligently, in the year, vifit all churches and 
chapels within your beanerg, as alio all parfonages and 
vicarage houfes ; you fhall make true preferments of 
fuch defects as you fhall find therein, and alio the 
defects of books, ornaments, and other utenfils and fur- 
niture, belonging to each church or chapel ; you fhall 
either, by yourfelf or deputy, faithfully execute, or caufe 
to be executed, all fuch proceffes and mandates as fhall 
be fent to you from your ordinary, and make true re- 
turns of the fame. — So help you God." 

Till within thefe few laft years, the oath was ufually 
adminiftered, immediately after dinner, at the table 
where the clergy dined, on the occafion of the arch- 
deacon vifiting the refpective beanrfes of his jurisdiction 
— holding, that is, his fynodal vifitations in each — (the 
time felected for the appointment, under the epifcopal 
mandate, as moil convenient for the affembled clergy to 
elect their bean* rural) ; but the prefent archdeacon of 
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Cornwall (the Rev. John Sheepshanks) thinking it more 
decorous to hold the election and adminifter the oath, 
when the clergy axe called over, at the altar, after divine 
fervice, that conrfe is now conftantly purfued. Infirm- &e *w«*ir. 
tiont are afterwards delivered to the bean for the execu- no. m. 
tion of his office, with a Book of Forms for making his 
prefentments; copies of which are delivered to the 
churchwardens, who are called upon, in the iubfequent 
year, to anfwer inquiries as to their conduct in dis- 
charging fuch prefentments : — and this is done, before 
the archdeacon, in the prefence of the beans rural. 

In the gppentrtx of documents will be found numerous 
tables of inftructions for beans rural from the ninth cen- 
tury downwards to the prefent time. They are culled 
from authentic fources in print and manufcript, and may 
be relied on for their authenticity. 

But before I conclude this fe 
the inveftiture of beans rural, 

itts. letter of White Kennett to the bifbop of Lincoln, ' 
pregnant as it is with much pertinent and fenfible fug- 
geltion to the point. " If your lordfhip doe not think it 
Sufficient to ordain rural beans by oral declaration at your 
times of vifitation," writes the vicar of Ambrofden to 
Biihop Gardiner, " but to give them particular commtf- 
Jton* to authorize them (which indeed will look more 
Solemn and authentic), your lordlhip may ufe a ihort 
and general form ; fuch as one of the foregoing, (fee 
pp. L31 — 133) ; or fuch as is now commonly ufed in 
creating an official or Surrogate; or fuch, mutatis mu- 
tandis, as now constitutes a dean of arches. Or elfe 
your lordfhip may have a new form drawn up, which 
{hall decently mention the good old cuftom, and the 
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benefits of reftoiing it, and fo delegate the perfon to 
fixercife the office of Otan of (KSristfanftg within fuch a 
known beating, without fpecifying the acts or bounds of 
his authority ; becaufe thefe mult be limited or enlarged, 
as the prudence of governors lhall direct, or indeed as 
the iniquity of times will bear. For at firft, my lord, the 
archdeacons and officials, &c. will be jealous of them, and 
will create disturbance, if there be any feeming trefpafs 
upon their accuftomed rights,'' &c. 
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SECTION III. 

®J»r Iteration of ©ffta of Bcm* Jftural. 

SY whomfoever titans ratal may have been, at 
i different periods of their hiftory, constituted 
; and appointed,, and in whatsoever way, the 
I office itfelf has generally been, and ftill 
continues, in moll diocefes (as we have already hinted), 
of a temporary nature, the powers with which it is 
inverted by delegation being revocable at the will of the 
delegator. — " SturaUs atcjjipKgbgttr non dignitas eft" ^Jjf^ 
fays Richard, "fed JimpUx ad epifcopi ■coluntatem veto- f™- "«- p- a 
cabile qfficium" 

This precarioufiiefs of title is implied in the paflkgea, 
already cited from foreign canonifts, on the removal 
of titans ratal, when occafion required it; and it is 
expreflly affirmed by our own Lyndwood — " eorum qffi- Pra*KiaLUi 
aunt eft temporals et non perpetuum," — differing in that nrem. "" 
refpect from the totcanal dignity in cathedral, collegiate, 
and fuch like churches, " quibus perpetud intitulantw." £■»• Tn.ir.gi. 

vtrauaG nmlrt 
— " 5wn* At betanf temporahs ad aliquid minifterium fub 

epi/copo vel archidiacono (al. arckiepifcopo') exercendum con~ 

Jlituti ; — nee fiabcnt inftitutionem canonicam tanquian in 

beneficio." — And again, " quolibei anno mutantur teianf, i- «. th. i. #. 

etjiunt notn." To the fame purport writes John de Atho, 

in his earlier gloflary on the Legatine Conftitutions of 

Cardinal Otho, in the canon " ne caufee. matrimonial.es 
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judicibus imperitia committantw;" — "non eft perpetuus 

g i.«»«6«ani. (fcil. iKcanus nttalfs) etjtc confuetudinem prafcribere non 

P ( >ffet,-~fed eft amotivus ab officio ad nutum fuperioris, 

cujus eji mintfter." And once more the Bifhop of St 

David's, on the feme point of prefcription — ** cum tales 

^^k"- &M8nf xvttUn * non fint perpetui, et quicquid faciunt, non 

penman*, fuo fed alieno nomine faciunt, etiam ratione confuetudinis 

pra^ribere non poffunt" 

Similar .was the intended regulation of the office in 
the Reformatio Legum Eccle/tafticarum — " Munus autem 
■nLMn. e .T. gw (atrJfpKSOBtttf tttstftanf) erit annuutn." But in the 
Proceedings in Convocation about Hural 5Beans, in the 
reign of Queen Anne, the period of btcanal tenancy, 
recommended by the Upper Houfe, was three years ;■ — 
«*ijf "unlets caufe mould appear to the biihop for altering 
the feid term ;" — or, as the latter claufe was amended 
by the Lower Houfe, — " unlefs great caufe fhould ap- 
pear to the bifhops and archdeacons having jurifdiction, 
or to the bifhop where there is no archdeacon having 
jurifdiction, for difplacing them fooner." 
pat l p. i7«. True, therefore, it is, as remarked by the Hiftorian of 
the Antiquities of Canterbury, that rural titans were " ge- 
nerally amotive, and removeable ad nutum conftituentis :" 
—but there have been exceptions to the rule. 

In fome places, by virtue of cuftom and the grants of 
bifhops, they enjoy a perpetual jurifdiction, fubordinate 
only to the bifhop and archbifhop ; — they are " vicarii 

Qtfefon'i Oxf. /. (') Which was the reafon, Gibfon obfcrvea, wliy the fenls the Cons 

TU^mi!'^- ***** had for the due return of citations, and the dupatch of fnch bnfi- 

mi. p- 97*. neb a* they were employed in, had only the name of the office (and not, 

as other feals of jurifdiction, the name of the perfon alio) engraven on 
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epi/copi et archicpj/copi," and hare power of acting by 
themfelves or deputies. Of this nature are the beans of J^J^^Ta?*" 
Shoreham, Croydon, and other the archbifliop's pecu- ^JS,** 
liars ; who have archidiaconal jurifdiction under the 
archbilhop, and are fubject to him alone. The official 
principal, vicar-general, or commiflary of the arcsbifhop, 
have no concurrency of jurifdiction in thefe beanrtes ; 
but appeals lie from the bean to the official principal, 
and they are fubject to the archbifliop's vifitation by 
himfelf or his vicar-general. 

Under the title of becanf waits, modem writers alio, b u »i Bah/. 
fometimes, place the deans 1 of Battle, Bocking, Middle- p-h'b. 
ham, St. Burton, Guernfey, and Jerfey, all of whom are 
perpetual, and in our days are more correctly called 
beans of peculiars ; though feveral, or perhaps all, may 



(') Battle or BaUdl—Dc Bella— is an ancient Bents of Suflex, a 
peculiar jurifdiction without a chapter. See Dugdale's Monqfiictm An- 
gliamum. Part xix. p. 239. New Edit. 

Bocking is the head of the archbilhop's peculiars in Eflei and Suffolk ; 
four of which are fitoated in Effex, and three in Suffolk ; and all fubjeel 
to the bean of Bocking, as archie pifcopal commiflary. See Morant's 
Rffi*. 

Middleham is a collegiate church in the gift of the crown, with jurif- T.D.Wtttafar'* 
diction, privileges, and exemptions, nniropeacbed and undiminifhed to y,i l iTsW ' 
the prefent day. The titan has the probate of wills, and fome other 
rights of eeclefiaftical jurifdiction within his pariih, together with a court, 
an official, and a feal of office. " The paroch chirche hath beene, as 
fum wene," fays Leland, " a collegiate chirche. The parfbn is yet 
canlled the If an of Midleham. Richard the 3d lay at itt, and colle- 
giated die chirche there, but Henry the 7th toke the new college land 

St. Barton enjoys its Decanal dignity Immediately under the crown ; a— Borisfe'i 
the bean exercifing an independent jurifdiction in all eeclefiaftical c™^^^^,. 
matters within the pariih and its dependencies. He is rector, and entitled oti, p. ST. 
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have fprung originally from brans ratal. Indeed, Sir 
Henry Spelman so thinks with regard to some of them : 
oief. Arekahi — " Sunt etiam in mik," fays he, " totcanf pauculi, nulli 
P ' collegia prtzfecti, Jed jurifdictione quapiam gaudentes, ui 

btcanus Croidenia in comitate Surrits, tjtcantw de Bella, 
i. -Mattel, in comitate Cantii, he. Videntur ex ruralfutn 
brcanorttm genere fuijj'e : quod hinc ab ejnfcopo, illinc ab 
archidiacono, vel exhaujium omnmd eft, vel prjjiinojplen- 
dore denudatum." 

But to come to less equivocal beans: — In the diocefe 
of Norwich, the continuance of brans rural in office feems 
to have been perpetual, and their admiHion more folemn 
than elfewhere. For, in the time of Archbiihop Witlefey, 
while that fee was vacant, collations to feveral rural 
btanrfes occur (whereas in other places they are called 
admij/ions only) ; and, in an ancient metropolitical vifi- 
tation of the fame diocefe, the firft in every btanrn is fuch 



GiblWi Cedes, 



■ to all the tithes of S(. Burton : where alfo a visitation conn is held in 
his name, churchwardens fwora, and wills proved, &c. The appeal from 
his court is directly to the Icing in council. Three prebends were attached 

. to tins royal peculiar from the Conqueft downwards ; but before the 
Reformation, Dean and prebendaries had deferted St. Beriona and her 
Ibrine. " Ther longeth to S. Buryeni a tjcstu and a few prebendarys," 
(ays Leland, " that almoft be nether ther." Iceland's I/in, vn. 127. This 
ancient fanctuary, with its titular fit an, has not much, alTuredly, in com- 
mon with the constitution of an ordinary ratal oetanatr. 

The twanrUs of Gvernfey and Jerfiy prefent more points of refem- 
blance ; and, on that account, I have felected from their canons and am- 
JUtuttims ecclefwffoal of the reign of James I. fome few regulations of 
the Otcanal office, its character and functions, as then appointed in thofe 
remote parts of the diocefe of Winchefter. Thefe extracts are diftribnted, 
either as text or foot-notes, under the various heads to which they 
apply. See Falle's and Moraut'e Jfffey, and Berry's Guernfey. 
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an one, perpetuus betamis 1 . To which may be added, 
fays the bifhop of London, what we find before, in the 
regifter of Arcbbifhop Peckham ; who commands the 
bifhop to fequefter " proventus omnium ttrtanatnmn, in 



(') On the collation of Henry Qoldwell lo the Otants of Cranwich in S&-3ti»«- 
Norfolk, this injunction is entered : " Et epifcopiu virtute obedientue, 
jirmiter bymurit omnStus etjinguli* abbatibu*, prior, rector, vicar, cu- 
ratia, fyc. tarn daicia quint latcit per diet. tttanat quod Henrico Gold- 
toeUo Btcano perpehto eorum, obediant pariter et intendant in omnibus 
lidtit, canomci/que mandatti." 

The besn of Rockland-Toft in Norfolk exercifed jnrifdiction over Blomefltld'i 
thirty rectors and vicars betides the three parifhes within the bounds of y^T^' 473 
his own incumbency : he was, as well as the other orans, Mr. Blomeneld v °l "■ PP- sa. 
tells oa, collated by the biihop. All the Qrantitfl had peculiar feals ap- 
propriated to them. They were not temporary, or durante epifcopi bene 
ptacUo, but perpetual offices ; and were often resigned and exchanged 
for other preferments in the church. Mr. Blomefield gives a lift of the Vol. it. p. 63. 
titan* of Rockland from A.D. mcccxv. to A.D. mccccxcvih. ; of thofe of 1m. T " PP ' 1M ' 
Thetford from A.D. mclxxv. to A.D. mccccix. ; of Cranwich from 
A.D. hcccxt. to AD. mdii. ; of Brecctes from A.D. ucccx. to A.D. 
hcccclxvi. ; of Hingham from A.D. mcccvii. to A.D. mcccclxvii. ; of 
Norwich city from A.D. mccxvi. to A.D. hdxix. ; of Humiliart or Hum- Vol to pp. W. 
ble-yard from A.D. mcclvi. to A.D. hccccxlvu. ; of Deflwade from VoLTin.pp.181. 

A.D. MC0XV1. to A.D. mccccxcvih. ; of Redenhall from A.D. MCcclXVI. J, 3 ?- .... 

VoL ix.pp. 400. 
to A.D. hoxxkiv. ; of Bornham from A.D. MCCXVIII. ta A.D. moccoxciv.; 471. 
of Blofield from -4.1). mcclvi. to A.D. mcccxlvii.; of Pincham from Jj£* w,Mff " 
A.D. mccl. to A.D. mdxviii.; of Repps from A.D. mccciv. to A.D. Voi.xi. p. 145, 
mcccxxiix.; of Lynn from A.D. mcccxv. to A.D. mdxliii.; of Holt 
from A.D. hcccxviii. to A.D. hgcccxxxix. ; of Brifley from A.D. mccc. 
to A.D. mcccclii. ; of Broke from A.D. mcclvi. to A.D. mccccxxxvi. ; 
of Hitcham from A.D. mcccxiv. to A.D. mcccxlix. ; of Flegg from 
A.D. mcclvi. to A.D. mccccxlv. 

About A.D. mdxx. the ninil Dtanrits came all into the bifhop's hands, 
and their jurifdictions into the archdeacons. Being- valuable preferments, 
they were taxed for their annual profits to their refpective Deans in the 
Norwich taxation. 

L2 
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quibus tttcanfj ef infacerdotio conftituti, mm faciunt per- 
Jbna/em refidentiam V 

>wMt.w» Again, — If the anomalous perfonage, so fully and 

b. n e . i. amufingly defcribed by Dr. Whitaker, under the title of 
Dean of Whalley, can be confldered a rural ttean, we have 
an example of the office being hereditary. But, clofe 
as this ftrange perfonage approximates to the unban of 
Ireland (in being compounded of patron, incumbent, 
ordinary, and lord of the manor), and aware, as I am, 
that Sir Henry Spelman views the corban as the coun- 
terpart of the ttean rural of England, I cannot fubfcribe 
to the accuracy of the opinion which would confound 
thefe ecclefiaftics under the fame general character. 

A lefs doubtful exception to the office's limitation, 
the paftor of Great Budworth affords, in the notice 

■ Ma/tM bellowed upon it in his Defenfive Doubts, hopes, and 
reqfons, for refufall of the Oath, impofed by the Jixth 
canon of the late Jynod — " In this dioceffe (Chefter), the 
brants for many yeares paft have had a great part of 
epifcopall jurifdietion fhared among them," fays John 

*«>*"«'• Ley ; — " and this, by patent for lives or yeares, from 
the bifhops, allowing fometimes larger, fometimes leffe 
authority, unto them." — Which ftatement I find con- 
firmed by a manufcript lebgrt in the poffeffion of Mr. 



(') Bilhop Kennett's fk%*. additions to his own copy of bis Parochial 
Antiquities ate the following extract from the regilierof JohnDrokens- 
ford, bilhop of Bath and Wells (A.D. mcccix. — hgccxxix.) 

" mcccxxt. 13. kaL Octob. Jon. de Roulefham ad offiaum artfcfcpwp- 
bjtetalus in eccl'ia de Pokyngton fecundumformam ordinationi* dkti 
mtbtpMODtnatuS qui penes a"num remanet ad prefetU. d'rue Alicite de 
Knovil dict.a: eccl'ia et arcbtptiBbstttatfi* patron*." 
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Ward, the prefent deputy regiftrar of that diocefe, who 
kindly granted me permilfion to confult the fame. 

Though in the year hog, it is clear, that the ratal 
brans or vice-archdeacons, as they are often denominated 
in the sUbget-boolt, were removeable at the will of the 
archdeacons, yet, it is prefuraed, that, at the time of the 
erection of the fee of Chefter (out of the furrendered sm.8*(«, 

, * pp. 1,3, ten- & 

jurisdictions of the two archdeaconries of Richmond and pp.To.reqq. 
Chefter) the ratal totalis held their offices for life ; as 
they, beyond all doubt, fubfequently did. At the period 
alluded to, ratal beans were fubfifting, and did not fur- 
render their functions as the archdeacons did, but con- 
tinued (as before placed by the archdeacons) in their 
reflective beantfes under the diocefan bifhop of the new 
fee ; who deemed it expedient, from time to tone, as the 
beeanates dropped in, to continue to' perpetuate them by 
patents for lives' ; the brans being ftill poAeued of the 
fame fubordinate jurisdiction which they bad exercifed 
under the archdeacons ; — a jurifdiction obtained by long e^/i™, p . a. 
cuftom, diftinct from the ordinary jurifdiction of the 
diocefe; and entitled to independent actuaries, regi- 
strars, Ac. of its own. 

The engraving of the name with the office on the Jeal JE^*^'" 
of the ratal beans of Manchester, Mr. Whitaker remarks, <*S$r> **»»■ 

f t * pp.391 — 898. 

of itfelf proves the appointment to have been there for 
life : — indeed the fame perpetuity belonged to it, as to 
the other beeanates of the old archdeaconry of Chefter, 
of which it formed a part — a perpetuity, which, the cited 

(') See the evil of this fyftem of patent* for live*, an practifed in the 
diocefe of Chefter, in the eftate of that diocefe in the time of Bilhop 
- Bridgeman, printed from the 01*. Xtogtr-ttook. flinrtttil of docu- 
ments of this fie, N". vi. 
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hiftorian affirms with his wonted pofitivenefs, universally 
attached to the office at its firft inftitution \ 
dOm^U In tne archdiocefe of Salzburg, it feems, towns rural 
saiutorg. xxt. were wont to hold on beyond the bifiiop's pleafure, " ita 
utJibiperfuadeanUfe eo officio, etjitrifdktione, 06 quam- 
cunque caufam non pqffe dejlitui: " — to counteract which 
uncanonical notion, the fynod of mdlxix decrees, that all 
elected toeans fhall appear before the ordinary for infti- 
tution, and afterwards perform the duties of their office 
to his entire fatisfaction, as ■ the condition of their con- 
tinuing to hold the fame ; — ** Qua in re" concludes the 
constitution, " neque alicuijit injuria, cum hujufcemodi 
munera, mera fint epi/coporum officio, quibus fuis pro- 
vidcre ac confulere debent ovibus, fibi b, Jpiritu Jancto 
commtffts," 

In fome places, where our rural functionary enjoyed 
a perpetuity of tenure, (and fuch, we are told, was the 
conftitution of his charge not unfrequent on the conti- 
nent, and at firft, perhaps, in many diocefes of Great 
Britain,) it is said, that he was diftinguifhed by the lefs 
Fiiehet Pare, common title of fi ebanus ■ — " & regimine plebis " — a title, 



stipe's Jim (') What was the duration of office of the ancient tfcotfniftconi, I do 

pcndii No.'nit! not remember to hare any where feen. Bnt it Is at leaft questionable, 

whether it was not for life. Not fo that of the bifhops in partihui infi- 

delium of England. Their eommitnon, at and after the Reformation, 

was revocable. 

Duties $ Righti (') Upon the nature of this title, Biftiop Stillingfleet affords light, as 

w^k/voW??' il obtained in England foon after the firft inftitution of a parochial 

p. Ml. clergy: and from him it would appear, that the plrtsnuS of thofe days 

was not the fame, eflentially, as our Draft rural of after-days, however 

identified in the columns of gloflariographem " There were fome 

cures," fays he, " which had chapels of eafe belonging to them ; and 

they who officiated in them, were called capellani, and had their fub- 

Mence 
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which, Filefac thinks, originated in the days of Pope Lu- 
cius III. (circa annum mclxxxi.), as fynonymous with 
parcecus : but very many perpetual titans ratal were not 
plibanf, and very many ulebanl were not beans rural. 

The tenn »lrianu» is of very rare occurrence in our 
Engliih councils, (indeed I remember to have met with 
it only once or twice); but in Tufcany, the &umma Sfcil- 
bntrina notes that the " arc&fprM&ster mialis communitir p«n.*.i(rtw- 
dkitur plerjanus alibi ietanus." And, from the treatifes !U *L£l 
of Auguftin Barbofa de Canonicis et Dignitatibus &c, v i. a. a*. ' 
and Ferro Manrrique de Pracedentiis et Prtelationibus 
Ecdejiajlicis, in Spain alio, the title of plefaanus is Com- 
mon amongft the canonifts. " $ltbans," fays Johnfcfn, 



fiilence oat of the oblations and obveutions, and were often perpetual 
and prejentative. And where the incumbent* had feveral chapels of 
eafe, and only aid Hants to fupply them, the canon law doth not call them, 
rectoree, but pltbara ; who had a fort of peculiar jurifdiction in leffer 
■ matters; but Mil they were under the bifhop's authority in vifitatioua 
and other ecclefiaftical cenfurea, becaufe the care of the whole diocefe 
belonged to him jure communi, &c." And here let me add, that tbme- 
what of this character may ftill attach to the Dean rural abroad : or why, 
otherwlfe, would he have to perform, among the duties of the pUbanatf , 
mat of preaching and teaching in ecdefid pltoanili, (as the mother 
church of fubordinate daughter-chapels,) impofed upon him by Oalga- Tractate (Le- 
uetti on the authority of the council of Trent, in fefs. v. de reformat DeV i\ & j„e 
" awhipieKhgtrr verd mall* prabyterorum, et laicorum pltntmfs Jute ^taii^nl' 
curam gerit, contra tamen decretum epijeopi nihil ordinare poteji. — Serf VentHU, 
el ipfe, et alii omnet parockiala, vel curatat ecelefuu habentet, tarn in hOo**"'' 
cmtatibu*, quam in vioU per fe, vel alios idoneot, Ji legitime impediti 
fuermt, diebus faltem dominicit, feJH/que folemniinu, plebet fibi com- 
miffas,pTo fuA et earum capacitate pa/cant falutartbue verbi* : doeendo 
ea, qua fiire ommbut neceffariam ejl ad falutem, annunciandoque ei» 
cum brevitate, et facilitate firmonu vitia, quie eot dedinare, et virtute*, 
qiuufectari oporUat, utpanam /eternam evadere, et calejlem gloriam 
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" are the fame, with brans ratal, only fome fay that they 
were perpetual." See C. M. B. et H. Vol. in. p. 73 ; Tho- 
maffin. V.etN.E.D. Tom.i. Part.n.L.i. c.v. p.226.vm. ; 
and Dr. Whitaker's H\jl. of Wkalley, B. 11. c. i. p. 42. 

Whether temporary or perpetual, the appointment to 
the office of bean ratal was on no account to be fimo- 
niacally conferred : — " Inhibemus" fays the fourteenth 
canon of a Parifian council (A.D. mccxh.), repeated avro- 
tef ei in the fixteenth of the council Rouen (J.D. mccxiv.), 
ffli^m " «* *'«»H<ta* nirales ad tempus vel in perpetuum 1 pro 
8M - pecunid vel aUquo pretio alkui conferantur,ftcutJiatutum 

eft m concilia hateranenfi et Turonenfi. Eos qui contra 
hoc venerint decernentes, prater poena* in conciliis com- 



confeqid valeant," &c. See the learned remarks of Muratori, in hie 
fcventy fourth difiertation, Anhguit, Med. Mvi, Tom. vi. on the eccle- 
fmlUcal incumbents termed nlrvnti and afffcinrntbntcrf — and a Bull of 
Pope Alexander III. (AJ>. mclxyiii.), Tom. vi. eoL 433. confirming to 
a plt&an the fubject chnrchea of his nUtwutt: and at p. 441, one of 
Arcnbifhop Anfelm of Ravenna, confirming to an wrcfcprttfngtn his 
fubordinnte capelue &c {A.D. mcl vi.) 

(') Defpite of prohibitory canons, certain rents were anciently paid 
by the rural Kc*M of Chetler to the bifhops of that fee ; as appears from 
*- the following clanfe in one of their patents, " Reddendo nihilominut 
annum rt&ditu* tx diciit btcauatitm* exewnlet nobit et fuccejbribu* 
nqftrit dtbito modo et temporibut confuelU i " and from the fame, or the 
like denies, in all other patentt of the ratal Dtsn* : — in fome of which 
the fnm payable is particularly exprefled. The rents amounted formerly 
only to 24L 10*. &<L, till about two hundred years ago ; when the value 
of money having advanced, the bilhops advanced them to 1001., the 
fnm they had to pay to their archdeacon*. Such a reservation of an 
Mama] payment out of the Decimal jurifdictiou, although, in common 
cafes. It would be a forfeiture of the office and die power of granting it 
(by the Jlat. fi A 6 Edw. VI.), being here founded on ancient enflom, 
does not place it within the prohibitory fiatute. 
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prehcnfas, juxta pralatorum arbitrium gravi pamd plec- 
tendos." And the eighteenth canon of a Spanifh coun- 
cil (incerti loci circiter A.D. hccxvi.) enacts, " cum artftf- ss. cc. t<m«. 
pitsbQitxatnsfpiritualem jurifdktionem habeemt; df/lricti 
prohibemus ne atcfifprcsbpterattts Jub aliqud pen/tone ad 
terminum alicui concedatw." 

The office of bean rural, now-a-days, in England is 
generally held durante epifcopi beneplacito. But in the 
diocefe of Exeter it is an annual appointment, and in 
that of Winchefter it is the lame, in the inftance of the 
older inAJtution (ftill nominally kept up) ; while in the 
new foundation, under Bifhop Sumner, it is of unlimited 
duration. 

There are reafons, in the writer's opinion, why beans 
ratal mould not be fo often as annually changed. To 
lay nothing of the improbability of all the clergy of any 
stamp being equally well qualified, and equally conve- 
niently placed to fulfil the duties of parochial vifitation 
(for where the office is annual it is ufually by rotation), 
it is fcarce pofilble for any bran, however well lituated 
with regard to the parifhes fubject to his infpection, and 
bent upon performing the duties of his ftation, to be 
really efficient of much good within fo fhort a period of 
fervice as one year. He may infpect and order repairs, 
without doubt, but there is little chance of his feeing 
them executed before his fliort-lived authority will have 
expired. In many cafes a fecond and a third parochial 
vifitation may be required, to infure the completion of 
necefiary alterations and reparations by churchwardens 
and others: and how can this be effected upon one 
confiftent plan by an ever-changing functionary ? 

The btan ratal Ihould be appointed for an indefinite 
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period — that is, for as long as the biOiop may think fit 
to depute to him the truft — which will generally be as 
as long as the titan is refident within the jurisdiction, 
and performs the duties of hie calling to the iatisfaction 
of his employer — quamdiiife beni gejferit. 

In fome cafes it is neceffary to divide eftabliflied rural 
otaniUs into two, three, or four jurifdictions, according 
to their extent, and to allot a fuperintendant to each, in 
order to fecure the full advantages of parochial vifitation 
to every church and manfe, with as little trouble as pof- 
fible to the biihop's vicarious infpectors. But whatever 
the extent of fupervifion, whether over ten, fifteen, or 
twenty pariihes (few jurifdictions contain lefe than the 
flrft or more than the lad number), in every inftance, 
the office will be more efficiently exercifed, if it be of 
unlimited duration. The circumfcribed period of his 
officialty deprives the annually-elected bran of the great 
inducement to vigilance and activity, which the more 
permanent functionary enjoys in the confcious certainty 
of being able to carry forward and complete any required 
meafures of amelioration by his perfonal agency. 

The evils of the annual fyftem of election and change 

are pointed out by Dr. Atterbury in his archidiaconal 

Charge to the Clergy at Totnefs : and wherever the 

officer is fubject to yearly mutation, the advice of the 

archdeacon is worth attending to, as it fuggefts the only 

means of palliating an acknowledged imperfection — 

■ " When taaits ratal are chofen," fays Atterbury, " it 

were to be wiihed that they would, as foon afterwards 

£j F jj)SJ2*" w as conveniently they can, fet about the work, without 

Vol. ii. deferring it, as they too often do, to the very time of the 

expiration of their .office ; when they hare neither leifure 
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nor inclination to make due inquiries, or, at leaft, due 
prcfentments upon them; but fatisfy . tfaemfelves with 
the promifes of the refpective perfons, incumbents, to fet 
things right, without having time left fufficient to oblige 
them to perform thofe promifes ; which are made again, 
perhaps, to the next titan ratal, towards the clofe of his 
office alfo, with as little effect as they were to the former : 
and thus dilapidations and the decays of churches in- 
creafe without end and without remedy." 
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PART IV. 

1&bt personal Junction* of 9eans -ttural. 

SECTION I 

INTRODUCTORY SUMMARY OF PBRSDNAL DoTICft. 

F the jyerfonal duties of the oriental bean rttral 

(if we may fo call the Laodicean ctepto- 

aetthz — the nicceffor of the xoFBoizKonoz) 

we have laid as much, in our preceding 

pages, as the brief notices of his office in the records of 

the Eaftern church will warrant. - Referring the reader 

Samm a™- to Part ii. § i. pp. Zl.Jeqq. of the prefent work — to the 

—nfiln TlPttfllb. 

B8To™r^»- notes annexed to Dr. Priaulx's Brief Account Ac. — to 

J.fo^q. 
i. p. 198. 



pp. 479. fcqq. Suicer's T. E. in voce — and to Balfamon, Zonaras, Ari- 
■>m.ii.p. ftenus, Juftellus, and Beveridge ad Can. lvh. Laodicen. 
— for farther information refpecting the oriental officer 
(whofe character is no otherwife known to us than by 
the canon of his primary inftitution, and the commen- 
taries upon it), we will proceed at once to the per/bnal 
functions of the occidental bran, as exhibited in the defi- 
nitions and glofles of our ableft canonht, Bilhop Gibfon, 
and the authorities cited, or referred to, in his Codex of 
Ecclejiajlical Law. 

Thefe descriptions fummarily difpatched, we will 
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afterwards take up the canons illuftrative of the office in 
detail — collected, with coniiderable care, from the whole 
range of European councils, church- hiftories, and other 
authentic documents — and digefted and arranged upon 
fuch a plan as to afford the cleareft. and fulleft informa- 
tion refpecting the vifitational, Jynodical, and other mul- 
tifarious branches of the titan rural's perfonal duty : — 
noticing, in our progrefe, any occasional points of refem- 
blance between the eaftera and weftern ecclefiaftics, 
which a more particular examination of the it canal duties 
of the Latin church may call to our recollection in the 
gloffes of fcholiafts and commentators on the r&orepfsropal 
and ptttatKutal of the Greek. 

"The proper office of a rural Sean 1 , however confti- a** lb. a. 
tuted,"fays Gibfon, "was the in/pection of the lives and voLh. p ".9ts. 
manners of the clergy and people, within their- diftrict, 
in order to be reported to the bifhop." In the body of 
the canon law (already cited in the Latin, in Part n. § i. *»>P™» a - 

- \ « i * L. i. Tit. sxit. 

p. 48.) it is fo defcribed; and, in -Dr. Field's vernon off- 



(') Hie perfonal rank of the rani atrhptrtbjter forma a qaeftion, 
feemingly, of difficult folntion to the c&nonifts. After a brief expofi- 
tion of the opinions of others, Michael Ferro Manrriqne, a Spanifh 
canonift, thus refolves it : — " Sr-rbiprtsbjiUfi mxsltifeu nUfart lUcuntur Ttactaitu d> 
effe in aliqud dignilatefaltem large, eiiamfi cotwenfum out collegium nan ^p^a^au, 
habeant ; fed Jofom ptebem /nam et clerical ipjhu, quibu* prafint : " — BeeUWUcb, 
his reafoni being—" quia tales at(hipTr»bj)teri habent, qualem jurifdk- pp^g, j£ 40. 
tiontm, nedum mfoUcitudme et curd divinorum et pltbanin, -vrritm in 
renunciando tpifcopo, et ad ilium referenda cuncta, qua in plebibu* 
acdderint" InalVaach as they are " prajidet et prtelali et ordinarii et 
■pojfunt minora negotia decidere tanquhm judica habentet jurifdic- 
lionem, et graviora referre, ergd pofuH fiint in aliqud dignitate, &c" 
Laftly, touching precedency, he fnbjoina, ratal arthpnrtt* " tanquhm prm- 
lati pracedunt omne* in eccUftu plebitjua, etiam rectorc* ■parochialium." 
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fwulS** ^ e ^ une ^ e » m tne following terms — '* That each divi- 
Ste Morin d1 ^ on °^ ^ e I* !^ 6 °f God i n 4 h eu " feverall limits have 

p"m b^? t * le ' r "tip"*^*"' w h° ma y n °* oiu "y ta ^ te care °f t°e 

"■"jv^ rude and ignorant multitude, but may alfo with conti- 
tFIL&^v*' nua ^ circumfpection obferve and looke unto the life and 
n.b.d.p.1. conversation of the presbyters, which dwell in the Itjj'er 
». eis, fen. titles, and Ihew unto the biihop with what diligence each 
m.ocb. i,.\. of them performeth the worke of God. Neither let the 
' F ' ' bilhoppe contend and fay, that the people committed to 
his charge need no attfcpnsbpter, as if he himfelfe were 
able fufficiently to goveme the fame; becaufe, though 
he be exceeding worthy, yet it is fit he Ihould divide his 
burthens, that as he is over the mother church, fo the 
arttiprtstEters may be over the people abroad, that the 
ecclefiafticall care ftagger not, or be not too weake in 
any thing. Yet, notwithstanding, let them referre all 
things to the biihop, neither let them prefume to order 
any thing againft his liking and decree." 
R^m^aoLL. The like defcription of the office is alfo found in the 
Siitta"'5"» ^f ormat *° Legum, of which I quote Biihop Kennett's 
verfion — forefeeing that I fhall have occafion to cite 
Pancuaijtu- many claufes of the Latin text in the fequel: — "That 
p!W' "' every tuantrg Ihould have a rami aufeprtsbpttt appointed 
by the biihop, or by the ordinary of the church, whofe 
office Ihould be annual ; who, as a watchman, Ihould 
continually fupervife the presbyters, deacons, church- 
wardens, and fextons, that all of them difcharge their 
refpective duty. Who Ihould inquire of all idolaters, 
heretics, limoniacs, bawds, whores, adulterers, forni- 
cators, perfons who had two wives or two husbands, 
forcerers, witches, calumniators, blafphemers, fodomites, 
drunkards, forgers, and perjured witnefTes in teftamentary 
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caufes, and all violators of the ecclefiaftic laws, and the 
injunctions of the bifliop. And Ihould have authority 
to cite before them and to examine all perfons fufpected 
of fuch crimes ; and then within ten days ihould return 
in writing to the bifhop or ordinary of the place the 
whole matter of the accufation, whether by public fame, 
or attefted by the depofition of witnefles, or juftly fu- 
fpected. And if any perfon refufe to come to him when 
duly cited by the apparitor, he (hall be cenfured as con- 
tumacious, &c. And within every fix months the faid 
rural titan mould inform the bhnop or ordinary of the 
place, how many fermons had been preached in his 
toeantrg within that ipace of time." 

"And where, in the plan that was under consideration 5£uJt£»ii 
arm. mdlxii," continues Gibfon, " the fame duty is laid «*.™i-p-»«- 
out, it is expreflly added, — But the faid Stan not to deter- 
mine any thing in thofe matters." 

" This report to be made to the bhnop concerning 
the manners of the clergy, and people, rendered them 
necejfary attendants on the epifcopal fynod or general 
vifltation, which was held for the lame end of infpecting 
in order to reformation : and they might on account of 
the informations given by them be fometimes called 
Tejles Synodales ; but not, I conceive, exclusive of the 
Tefies Synodales properly fo called, or that thefe Suc- 
ceeded the rural leans in the office of detecting (however 
thofe things have been affirmed); fince they have no 
fuch title given them, in any canon or constitution, that 
I have met with ; and it is alfo certain, that the calling- 
out the Teftes Synodales at fynods, was in practice, long 
before the declining Ji ate of the rural beans." (See Sec- 
tion in. Editor.) 



Digitized by G00gk 



160 l>n*«i*I J mutism. [Part IV. 

" But however, at firft, the office of rural otaiw was 

merely infection ; by degrees they became poffeffed of 
a power to judge and determine in fmaller matters; and 
therefore, upon the forementioned rule of the canon 
law, (quoted entire, with its glofs, in earlier pages, from 
fij*- -JjJ"- I3L * De council of Pavia AD. dcccl.), at the words cuncta 
•.it. edito». tamen referant ad epifcopum, the glofs defcribes the im- 
provement of their power by cuftom, prater minora, 
qua ipjt arcfiipKSbBttri detcrminare poffunt, cum kabeant 
ordinariamjurifdictionem i — which is, in effect, the fame 
£*'»*£**£ conftitution that we find in the laws of Edward the 
bwtoi. Confeffor, concerning the Decemvir, or the Head-man of 

every ty thing, in the ftate: Ifti inter villas et vicinos 
cauj'as tractabant, et fecundum forisfacturas emendationes 
capicbant, et concordationes faciebant, videlicet, de pafcuis, 
pratit, meffibus, et de litigationibus inter vicinos, et innu- 
meraUbus kujufmodi decertationibus, qua humanam jragi- 
litatem infejiant, et earn inceffantir oppugnant. Cum au- 
tem caufa mqjores crumpebant, refcrebantur ad fuperiores 
corumjuftitiarioi, Ac." 

" This then was the Jianding office of rural brans,— 
To infpect the manners of the people and clergy, to 
determine letter matters themfelves, and to report the 
reft to their eccleflaftical fuperior 1 . But, as to other 
branches of power (fuch as inductions, inquifitions, de 
JJj™*»^- Jure PatronatiU, cuftody of vacant benefices, trial of 



Vu.Efj.en (') — " Rtcogitare debeat tt&fl*&0n&, fi tjfc conftitutot pajharvm 

Tw tin^w rf <«'9W^ corum fi* dj/irict&t paftore*; tpfawmque parochianim 
Edito*. ' viet-epifbopo directioni iniendere ; ut vet ipfi defectui corrigant, vet ad 

tniniu ejiifcopam de ommbut pkni infimunt." Editor. 
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placed to their account, as branches of the office; in thefe 
they feera only to have been occajioncdh/ employed by 
their ecclefiaftical fuperiors, to whom they fwore obe- 
dience at their admiffion. And therefore the faying 
that they were fomttimes employed in fuch matters, would 
have been lefs apt to mij/ead the reader, than the repre- 
senting fuch duties, wherein they were but otcafionally 
employed, as powers of right belonging to the office." 

" It hath been alfo affirmed, that parochial violations 
are part of the office : and it is true, that where the 
■ Lateran council determines the retinues of vijitors, and 
allows to archdeacons five or feven horfes ; it is added, 
Urtanf conJHtuti fub epifeopis (al. ipjis, in marg.) duobus 
equis contend exi/iant ; but I may venture to fay, that, 
though the faid Lateran canon is transferred by the 
bulk into the canons of the council of London, arm. hoc, ; 
yet in all the Provincial and Legatine Conftitutions, or 
the glofTes upon them, there is not the lead intimation 
of their being parochial vijitors, or their having any con- 
cern therein ; which work, by the whole tenor of them, is 
fuppofed to belong wholly to archdeacons, as the legal 
adminiftrators of that branch of the epifcopal juris- 
diction." 

Hitherto Bifhop Gibfon and his authorities. — But, 
perhaps, it will not be going too far in the humble col- 
lector of thefe notes on the tecanal office of 4te toantrg, 
to fay, that the learned canonift, in the foregoing ftate- 
ment, is at iffue with other antiquaries, and poflibly 
miltaken. 

It is difficult to fay what were permanent powers of 
right, and what of temporary delegation. Strictly fpeak- 
ing, the former were very few ; and, fuch as they were, 

M 
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perhaps, more extenfively annexed to the office on the 

continent than in England, and in fome places here than 

in others ; and fo Teeming contradictions may be recon- 

/" US- c ^ e *^ " ®* rca ** c oHagwjura et qflfrcia aTtfciptrrtBUtorum 

■ni.^i P " i '" »otandum f illaplurimum ex cmfuetudme, et mjlruciiombus, 

p. ii. ' feufacttltatibw, qua nrc&fpwifcntttis injmgulis dwcefibus 

dari amfiteverutit, dependere et variari; aded ut &r con- 

fuetudine aut decreto unius diceeefit quoad JimHia ad alia* 

ditecefes ordinarie non liceat infcrre." 

a£$t%L'if Mr. Somner acknowledges the undefined nature of the 

p« i. pp. us, office of fteanf ratal. " Their jurifdiction," feys he, "for - 

ought that I can find, is not fo certain, nor particularly 

laid down any where, as it can be laid to be, of this or 

that form, or to be thus or thus bounded out. And 

therefore as they are generally arootive, and removeable 

ad nutitm conjlituentis, fo is it arbitrary to the fuperior 

that ordains them, I fuppofe, with decency and order, 

what charge or bufinefe they fliall undergo." 

Be their powers what they may— we judge of them 
alone by their exercife; and however fubordinate our 
rural ordinary may at all times, and in all places, have 
been, the great machine of eccleilaftical discipline having 
been principally conducted and applied by his agency in 
country diftricts, he muft be viewed as an important 
perfonage in the by-gone days of his plenary jurifdiction 
— fuch as the following pages will fhew him to have once 
poffeffed at leajl by epifcopal commiflion. An officer to 
whofe perfonal vigilance, fubordinate to, or a part from, 
the archdeacon, as the cafe might be, the bifhop con- 
figned the vicarious vifitatkm of the rural cantonments 
of his djocefe — the fupervifion of the clergy therein as 
to manners and function — the detection of vice — the 
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fupport of churches and ecclefialtical manfions — and the 
care of all things which concerned the public worfhip of 
Almighty God— cannot have been other than a moft 
influential member of our rural church-police, while 
capacitated to fulfil and actually difcharging fuch grave 
and vital duties ; and, in the ratio of his then importance, 
an interefting fubject of antiquarian inveftigation to mo- 
dem ecclefiaftics. 



Digitized by G00gk 



Vttnonal Jwutimw. 



SECTION II. 

Parochial Visitation. 



D begin with an effential branch (as the writer 
believes) of the Bean rural 'b perfonal functions 
— the cardinal duty on which nearly all the 
reft depend — parochial vifitatton: — Never at 
VTra an y P e "°^> according to the compiler of our Codex of 
^Tiii" 1 "'*?" 1 ' *^ wrc * Law, did the rural arthpresbotcr attain to the 
right of parochial vifitation ; though a parochial vijitor, 
by epifcopal delegation, he has ever been, in every Chris- 
tian country, from his firfi eftabliihment to the prefent 
time. 
£*J?£f t " &xi\t(ptttbBttxi» Jiv e ttttanto ruralflbus incumbere curam 

Tit vi. np. v. parochiarwn fuorum refpectivi dijlrictuum extra dubium 
eji" Van Efpen obferves, " adedque jus eft att&ipre*I>8tetfs 
vifitandi dktas parocMas, quotiis id neceffarium aut utile 
vtdebitur, ut debitam parochiee notitiam habere gueant." 
ofy* ^*?L " Touching the power and authority of thefe artfrpKS- 
bfittn," fays Dr. Field, " . . . . they were twife in the 
yeare to vijite all the churches within the limits fubject 
to them, to fee what was there amine, defective, or 
weake, that fo they might either reforme, fupptie, or 
ftrengthen the fame." 
A*tiq«\t, t , of " By cujlom warranted by law," Mr. Somner writes, 
pMii-pY/i " many of them had a kind of jurisdiction * to vifit their 

Repcrtor.Camm. (') Dr. Godolphin enumerates the feveral officers, to whom, under the 
(li^p. t'. (is.) bilhop, the due execution of ecdefiaftical laws ia entrnfted, and who " are 
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toeannj, and to inquire of crimes and defamations hap- 
pening in the fame, efpecially by the clergy, and to take 
cognifance thereof; correcting, for the fmaller offences, 
by themfelves ; and for the reft, referring them to the 
fuperior, the bifhop, namely, or archdeacon, at the next 
fynod, chapter, or vifitation, reporting unto them what 
they found, like as did the Irenarcha and Apparitores of 
old, their notoria to the magiftrate." 

" They had power to vifit and hear caufes," fays Mr. a******* 
Johnfon, " and a fort of authority, latterward, to correct -/ S^w, p. ■. 
delinquent clergymen, but not to proceed to cenfure, 4c." e ' "'"' *" 

Such an opinion, again, in modern days, the learned mtt. ettntt. 
civUian Dr. Andrews expreffes :— " They had by law the Sft*.^' 
right of violation both of the laity and inferior clergy. p - 71 - 
In fmaller matters they had a right of judging ; but in 
thofe of a higher nature, they were to refer to the bifhop, 
and to follow his directions. They had an ordinary 
jurifdiction within their beantfes : their attendants at the 
time of vifitation were reftrained, and their demands of 
procurations regulated by the canon law." 

This early capacity, by Bifhop Kennett alfo denomi- panekiaiAno- 
nated a right of vifitation, and ftated to have been long fUm.' ° l "' 
retained, and exercifed ex confuetudine over all the 
churches, as well as clergy, of their beantfes twice a-year 
(for all vifitaUons were at firft parochial), Gibfon, as I 

to make infpection into the manners of each particular diocefe — the 
chancellor, commiflaries, archdeacons, officials, and towns rural-" And 
then (25) he fays — " for the government of the church, and correction 
of offences by the aforefaid officers, vifititiiont of parilhes and diocefes 
were allowed, that fo all poflible care might be taken to have good 
order kept in all places of the diocefe." See alfo Holanus 3e Canamcu, 
L. ii. c. viii. pp. 15S-9. 
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have laid, altogether denies to beans rural in England. 
(Ma i.e. a. "In all the Provincial and Legating Constitutions, and 
nS**™ 1 the gloffea upon them," writes the canonist, "there is 
not the leaft intimation of their being parochial vifitor* 1 , 
or having any concern therein." 
dtj^&Lu*.' Here, however, Mr. WhHaker afferts the bifhop of 
pp.sM.3w. London to have made " a great miftake ;" for that the 
rural Stan, as the ordinary and prelate of his biaiurp, like 
the archdeacon and bifhop, perjbnally vi/ited every bene- 
ficed clergyman and church ; and, like them, had a right 
to a procuration from each, or one day's entertainment 
for hhnfelf and his attendants. And afluredly, unlets 
invefted by the bithop with a vijitatoriai capacity, in fome 
fenfe or other of the term, rural beana could not have 
performed their duties of infpection in aidance of their 
fupreme head, the urban diocefan : — acting in whofe 
name, the primary objects of their office was to examine 
the demeanour of the clergy and the conduct of the 
laity, and to promote the important interefts of religion 
in both : and the Secondary, to infpect the ftate of the 
ftructure, and the condition of the furniture, in the rural 
churches ; and to keep the ecclefiaftical houfes in good 
repair. 

CC.M.B.ttH. (') Archbifhop Pcckham feeme to acknowledge them as parochial 

' ' ' p ' ' vifitor* in his letter to Anian bi/hop of St Afaph {A.D. mcclixiiv.), 

hereafter quoted. He orders them to be procured for by the rectors 

and vicars of the diocefe. 

Provincial. Lib. In Lyndwood'u glofB upon the words aU ordimarit in Archhiibop 

p'i-ii. ""' S tr atford's viftiation confutation {A.D. mocclxii.), mill (MM are not 

excluded, though, it mull be conferred, they are not named. The glof- 

fbgrapher writes — ** archidiacom* aaualet, el inferiore* eit" — which 

explanation will afluredly admit octaul orfetiurif ». See the Heath Con- 

ftitutions, iv. v. vi. beyond. 
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"Cum attfifpreaiipttri omnibus pq/ioribus et ecclcfiqfticu Jur.Ecci&qft. 

fid diftrix&ua fuperintendere, et mvigilare debcant," fays Titvi.«p.iii. 
Van Efpen ; " attenderc quoquc, mum nihil in parockus p ' 

fibi fubjectis, ad carton debitum regimen et coram anima- 
rum fpectans negligatur; nihil evidentiut, qudm inter 
primas arrbtprwODteMrum obligationes, cfft parocldarum 

fibi fubjectarvm exaetam, et frcquenttm vifltationem, qud 
mtdiante in notitiam parockiarum venire, et corrigenda 
eorrigere, out ad epifcopian corrigenda referre queant." 
I am inclined to believe that they were parochial vi- 

fitors of very early days — eftablifhed, in all likelihood, at 
the abolition of the rfcortpistopf to this department of 
office :— nay, as onto&tutff, with whom, in earlier pages, &£?%£& 
we have endeavoured to affimilato them, they were ^i"'? 1, r 
eflentially vifitort — ■" apifcoporum vicard, qui regionet o*Uzi.e.a. 
epifcoporvm circumibani et vifitabant, auctoritate quddam vol n. P . m. 
epifcopali, qud ctiam defectus tmendaffe, et alia qua vifita~ 
tionum neceffitas pojlulabat, peregiffe videntur." Victor 
lion was an attribute of their office even before it was 
delegated to the principal deacons ; who, under the title 
of archdeacons, at their original inftitution, had no rela- 
tion to the rural diocefe at large, but only to the epi- 
fcopal fee. 

But that ratal beans or artfjprrabgtra, or even petfo- 
btutte, ever parochially vi/itcd their fubject churches 
otherwife than by exprefs or implied permifllon and 
authority of their diocefan, I am far from affirming : — 
indeed, there is not a tittle of evidence, that they ever 
exercifed this, or any other branch of duty, except as 
epifcopal delegates "in fubftitution and vicarage." So 
true is it, as aflerted by Richard, that tuial arcijprESfratera, Anaig/i, cc. 
titans rural, and foraneous vfrars, act not, " nib per com- t«d. m. P . m. 
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miflionem, qua ad epi/copi nutum revocari poteft ;" like 
their archetypes the iiepioaeytai of the eaft, of whom 
Boehmer fays, "Hi vicarii d, nutu epifcoporum dependebanl, 
■omnia ad epifcoputii referebant, et auctoritate epifcopi per 
dUscefin ctrcurmbant." (loc. citat.) 

In this delegate capacity, presbyters acted as tofsita- 
tures at a very ancient date, in the Weftern church, as 
they did under the title of pttfotttuts in the Eaft. See 
Routh's Reliq. Sacra, Vol. m. pp. 348. 382 ; and notes to 
Priaulx's 2Trcatf»f, N°. xxxni. 1 The bifhop had power 
ss.cc. T 0n ,..., granted to him by the fourth council of Toledo (A.D. 
Dcxin.), of invefting presbyters or deacons, vicarioufly, 
with the exercife of parochial visitation; — every diocelan 
being, by himfelf or deputy, obliged to vifit annually all 
the churches and parifhes of his diocefe. " Quod fi ipje 
aut languore detentus, aut aliis occupationibus impKcatus, 
id explere ncquierit, presbyteros probabiles (probabili* 
vita. Burchard. L. i. c. lxxxvii.) aut diaconos tmttat, qui 



(') According' to the decree and direction of the Toledo Council, 
" we ihall find," fays Dr. Field, " that biihops hindered by other em- 
ployments, fickneffe, weakneffe, or age, fo that they could not go in 
perfon to viiit their churches, fent Tome of their chvfe prabj/ta-M or 
deacons, but efpecially the chiefe deacons, to performe the worke of 
vifitation for them, becaufe they being the chiefe among the deacons, 
which are bnt church- fervauta, were more attendant about them for 
difpatch of all pnblick bufinefTes, than presbyters. Thefe chiefe dea- 
cons, or archdeacons, at firft they fent onely to viiit, and to make report, 
but not to fententiate any man's canfe, or to meddle with the correcting 
or reforming of any thing ; but afterwards in proeefle of time they were 
authorized to heare and determine the fmalleft matters, and to reforme 
the lighter and lefler offences : and therefore in the coancell of Latcmne 
under Alexander the Third, it is ordered that the archdeacon (hall not 
give fentence againft any one. But in me councell of Rhoane it is 
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e( reditu* baJUkarum, et reparations*, et mniftrantium 
vitam inquirant:" Can.xxxvi. — "which is the original,'' 
fays Bifhop Stillingfleet, " of the archdeacon's vi/ttation; " &**f- cy«> 
and, I would add, of the bean ratal's, in the Latin church. ' ' P ' 

The council of Chalon in France protects the paro- 
chial clergy from the intrufion of civilians in the cha- 
racter of vifitoTs (at variance alike, fays the canon, with ss.ce.Tmu.vu. 
eftablifhed cuftom, and canonical regulation) unlefs fpe- 
cially invited by the anfyptesfigtet of the diftrict ; — which 
would indicate that the local clergy were, there and at 
that time, fubject to the latter's peculiar and exclufive 
infpection under the diocefan bilhop : Can. zi. In the znWcpta. 
fame office of perfonal vijttation Rheginon affociates the hJTivii. "' 
atc&prfest with the bifhop and archdeacon at a later date. 

Agreeing, then, with the bifhop of London in his 
unqualified negation of all power in ratal beans to vifit 
de jure (if fuch be the author's meaning in the above- 
cited paffage) independent of the diocefan, at leaft in 
England (for to the canons and cuftoms of his own 



appointed, that the archdeacon and Brc&pttftDgtn (hall be fore-runners 
to the bifhop, and (hall reforme the lighter and froaller things they trade 
to be amifle." , 

" Hence in time it came, that archdeacons mnch nfed by bifhops, aa 
moft attendant on them in the visitation of their churches, and reforming 
fome fmaller dtforders, at length by prefcription daymed the correction 
of greater things, as having of long time pnt themfelvea into the exer- 
cife of fuch authority. And thus the deacons, or at leaft the chiefe of 
them, the archdeacons (which at tirft might not fit in the prefence of a 
presbyter, but being willed by him fo to doe) in the end became, by rea- 
Ibn of this their employment by the bifhop, to be greater, not onely than 
the ordinary presbyters, but than the unbprnsbnUrs themfelvia." &c — 
See Bifhop Marsh's Charge to the Clergy of Peterborough, mcccxxiii. 
pp. 16, feqq. 
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country alone Gibfon alludes) ; we will proceed to 
adduce, in chronological order, fuch memoranda of 
mutational meafwes conducted by brans rural, as the 
councils of Great Britain and the continent prefent ; in 
order to fhew the important fact, that they did vijit "by 
fubftitution and delegation'' under the fanction of the 
church 1 — beginning with a curious manual of inftruc- 
T in ™"?L2ftfc. ^ ons *° & ean * — (" Capitula quibus de rebut magijiri et 
11 c ™ 1 ^™"- ftrtani perjingulas eccle/ias inquirer e, et eptfeopo renuntiare 
™i.5,foqq. debeant") from Hinctnar, archbiihop of Rheims, bearing 
date A.D. DcccLii. — the earlieft, I believe, on record for 
regulating rarf-betanal inquiries by vi/itation. From this 
document, which the reader will find in the glpptrtfjur, it 
is evident that rural beans, eftablifhed in their fctanrirs, 
made annual parochial violations in France, in the middle 
of the ninth century : and, from the obligation impofed 
on them to deliver yearly in July their vifitational returns 
to the archbiihop, may be inferred the vicarious cha- 
racter of their infpectional journeys. 
Bochmori/iij Out of this Rhemifh formula of the middle of the 

Etekfiafl. Pre-,, * ,,,„ , .. 

te/w Lib. in. ninth century, probably, fprung the more copious m- 

i mv. ftructions of Rheginon towards its clofe — " Injiructio de 

his, qua in vifitationibut ecclejtarum epifcopum vel ejus 

miniftros per vivos, pagot, et parochial jua ditece/eos m- 

(') The power of the diocefan bifhop to delegate to arcbpwe&StfW 

tltcal hia vifitatwian right of parochial infpection, as often as may be 

expedient for the due cenfervation of the churches and manles of his 

diocefe, cannot be doubted — when he can do it to any pretbgter-rvrai ; 

(Commit pro — and the fame is capable of fuch a commiuion of eijitatioii. The 

"iSSS?'* bilhop of Chichewer anthorlfed two clergymen (A.D, mdcuoti.) to 

Cod. vi/ii every church, parfonage-boufe &c, within an archdeaconry of his 

""*" diocefe, and to make their return to him, or his vicar-general. 
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quirere oHm oportttit." The latter table is fuppofed by 
Baluzius ad Beginon. p. 533. to have been in general ufe 
in Weilern Europe ; though the abbot of Prumia com- 
piled his Difciplina Ecdefiajlim, more efpecially, for the 
German churches. 

The celebrated council of Rome under Alexander III. ss. carom. 
(AJ). mclxxh.) writing expreflly on the fubject of viji- vm.vi.4mmL 
tation, and confirmed by onr own provincial council of *rf J n. J »/i.ife- 
London (AD. hoc), under Archbifhop Hubert, and by ''' 
the Legatine Conjiitutions of Cardinal Othobon {AD. 
HccLXvm.), fets a limitation to the vifitatorial retinue of 
ratal beans, as well as that of fuperior church-dignitaries; 
— " Quocirchjlatuimus qudd arckiepifcopi parochias vtfi- 
tantes, pro diverfitate provinciarum et facultatibus eccle- 
fiarum, quadragmta vel quinquaginta eoectionis numerum 
non excedant: cardinales verd viginti quinque non exce- 
dant (thefe are omitted at London) ; arckidiaconi quin- 
que out Jeptem; ttttanf, conjlitutifub ipfis, duobus equis 
exijlant contenti." And why fhould the canon be thus 
reftrictive upon the latter functionaries if they never 
vifiled parochially ? " His omnibus," fubjoins Thomalfin, v. ,t n. b. d. 
" jus erat vifitationis et procurationis ; " and to all ahke l. a. e.'«m 
is forbidden, in then* retinue, the 'accompaniment of ' m ' 9 ' 

(') Three years after this council of Lateran, the following curious CoDlert EecM. 
indulgence to the Berkshire clergy waa iflued by Pope Alexander ■.— j%'m^^i 
"ALEXANDER PAPA CLERICIS, ■*"■* 

per Archidiaconatum Bbhkbsire constitdtib, 

INDULGET NE CaNES, VBL AcCIPITKES 

Archidiacono ixbibbant. 
" ALEXANDER EPISCOPUS, fire** Jervonm Dei, dilecti* Filii» 
CUricu, per Arehidiaconatum, Berkefire ceqftituti*, Sainton et Apqfto- 
licam Benediclionem. 

JjSfflbyC 
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hounds and hawks, frequent appendages of dignity in 
thofe days, both in lay and clerical life : " nee cum cani- 
bus venatoriis et avibus prqficifcantur,fed ita proceddnt, 
ut nan queefimtfua, fed qua: Jefu Chriiti quarere vide- 
antur: nee fumptuofas epulas quetrant, fed cum gratia- 
rum actione recipient, quod honejie et competenter fuerit 
Wis minijlratum." And to archdeacons and rural brans, 
in particular, exactions on the clergy are ftrictly inhi- 
bited in the fequel of the fame council — " ArcMdiaconi 
verd, five ttrianf radios exactiones, vel tallias 1 in presby- 
teros,Jive clericos exercere prcefumant" See Boehmer 
u de cenfibus, exactionibus et procurationibus," in Jus 
EcckftajikumProteJiantium, Tom. ill. Lib. in. Tit. xxxix. 
§ ci. p. 633. 

All thefe vifiUrrs, as above ftated, were allowed their 

" Cum tiobU fit, quamquam immerUit, omnium EccUfiarum cura 
i-ommiffh; ficvi officii no/lri debito, cogtmur provider* ne Jubdili fitpe- 
rioribut debitam reverentiam fubtrahant et honorem, ita quoque volumujt 
praeavere, ne a majoribu* JubdUi valeant indebite pragravari ; ea 
propter, quieti ve/brtt patenut JbUcitudtn* providentet, auctoritate vobie 
Aptfiolica indulgemut, ne Cane* vel AcdpUret ARCHTDIACONO 
vefhro cogammi exhibere, nee eum pluriet, ov am feme I m anno rr riper c, 
tunc ei per diem unum et noctem neceffaria minijlraturi, cumfiptem 
tantum equtiaturi*, et perform to&dem, et tribui firvienttbut peditSnu. 

"Nulli ergo kotninum liceat hanc paginam noftra: concejfloni* infrm- 
gere, vel ei aufii temerario contraire. 

" Si quit autem hoc atlemptare prasjumpjerit, mdignatiamem Omnipo~ 
Until DEI, et beatorum Petri et Pauli, Apiy/blorum ejue, fe noverit 
incurfurum. 

" Dot. Latcran. vm. KL, Martii. 

" FiUifericii eolomjfaw." 

( ') Tallia — " Cenjkt vel tributum quod viritlm esigUur." Spelman. 
Glqft, Arch, in voce. " Exactio, impoftHo" — Ducang. Gtofi. M. et I. L. 
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cuftomary procurations, originally in provifions, but fub- 
fequently in pecuniary compolition 1 ; the churches to 
be vifited having the privilege of withholding payment 
unlefs the duty of vijitation was duly performed ; " cum 
procuratio aliud nonjit" fays Peter Quivil in the Exeter vS**,^ 11, 
fynod {A.D. mcclxxxvii.), " nijijujlmtatio vifitantia." To 
the like purport a continental fynod of the fame year 
(Statute Synodalia Eccle/ia Meldenfis (A.B. mcclxxxvji.), 
in its twenty-fifth canon, writes — " ProMbemua ne archi- i¥».'«"» 
diaconi vel totanf tnralra aliquas exigant procurationes, coi.ssr. 
niji legitime vifitaverint. Prohibemusjhb peendfufponfiorns 
Jubditis eorum, ne folvant procurationes, vel aliqidd loco 

(') Vjfitatjonal procuration became gradually fo fixed and certain, wbit»kor , « Hiji. 
that it was frequently redeemed, or changed into a pecuniary payment, voL ITi p.igj* 
obferves Mr. Whitaker, as early as the year mcc. ; and has long fettled f M .* I 2li f^ u _ 
into a pofitive fum. It was very wifely appointed at firft, as a proviiion V. n. A.D. 
for the maintenance of the ordinary and his attendants during the time %£ axxxy '' 
of vifitation, and to preclude that natural fear of expence winch might 
abridge the frequency, and contract the particularity, of this ufeful exer- 
tion of difcipline. But this end is now anfwered no longer. The firft 
departure from the defignation reduced it into a pecuniary payment 
Cullom foon afcertained the particnlar fum. And the lowered value of 
money has rendered the latter infignificant. It is no longer fuftkient 
for the purpofes, for which it was originally impofed. And the very 
ufeml, the parochial, vifitation has therefore contracted itfelf into little 
more than a formal and baity one by btsiutttfl. Vifitations are now, 
for the mod part, fyuodal, and not parochial — in confequence of .the 
vifitoT availing himfelf of the indulgence which the law grants In fpeclal 
cafes, where every church cannot be conveniently repaired to: " et Ji Stxt.Dtcr.t^tu. 
commode vel abfque dfflcvttaU accedere ad unamquamque nan potent; ' **" e " ' 
depluribiu locii ad unum congruum cleritxu et laicot fludeat convocare, 
ne m iffia vifitatio pqftponalur." From this indulgence, and the great fflbfim'i Corfu 
extent of diocefe* and jurifdictions beyond what they originally were, e»p.Hi.p.B58. 
grew the cuftom of citing the clergy and people to attend vifitatitmi at 
particular place*. See Gibfon's note ad can. ix. (A.D. mbciii.) 
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procurationis, mji legitimi vifitantibus. Ita cum reqmfiti 
fuerimtfuper hoc,Ji opus fuerit, fidem f octant fact amento, 
tie- preedicti arehidiaconi eel Betani numerum in Latera- 
nenfi concUio conjHtuhm excedanL Et moderate* Jaciant 
expenfas, tie longi temporit victum brevu hora confumat." 
And another fynod at the fame place, in its ninety-fourth 
eoLsoa. canon, de procuratione ietanortim — " praapimui presby- 

teris omnibu* ne redpxattt iKtanns ad procurationes, nifi 
cum duobus eqttit ; quod ficontrarium factum fuerit, contra 
presbyterum et betasum graviter procedemut." 

Jteftriotions are indifcrhninately paffed on arcliidia- 

conal and becanai mjitations by the councils of the day ; 

— that they be not onerous to the clergy in point of 

expence ; while, at the feme time, it is enacted, that, at 

fflgfrg? ^ events, they be performed. So, that of Le Mans 

jT^^V (A.D. mccxlvii.), in its canon de officio betanoram, orders, 

ShoT ""™" " M " ttcan ' quamUbet fibi fubjectam ecclefiam viiitent annu- 

aiim perfonaliler et prioratus i et fi procurationes volu- 

er'mt omittere, nullatenus tamen vhTtationem omittant." 

ss.cc.rom. That of Saumur {A.D. mccliii.) not only confirms the 

c*n. mi. canons of earlier fynods, pertinent to thefe matters, 

obliging the functionaries in queftion to an observance 

of them, but particularly, and by name, forbids to ratal 

artfjj)r(est8 the lubftitution of officials in parochial vijita~ 

Hon, perfonal miniftration being their bounden duty. 

£fi »ls(» The canon de officio axt^iftnb^ttiomm of the fynod of 

«■"•«"• Clermont (A.D. MCCLXvm.), fo corroborative of the vifi- 

tatorial power, and declaratory of the points of inquiry, 

to which the attention of the beans was to be directed, 

claims our fpecial notice : — " Statuimus, ut artfjiprtsbjitrrf 

quamUbet fibi fubjectam ecclefiam vifitent annuatitn perfo- 

naliter. Et fi procurationem omittere voluerint, nulla- 
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tends tamen vifttationem omittant. Item inquirantfummarie 
de omnibus notoriis ; ctjz quid eft quod fcandalum gencret 
ibidem in papula, five clero, et quod per fe non poterunt 
corrigere, nobis eel qfficiali nojiro referent infra menjem : 
ut fecundum relationem ad plenum inqutfittonem defcenda- 
mus, et carrigamus,Jtcut nobis videbitur expedtre. 

" Item quterant, utrum ecclefiis vcl prioratibus impojka 
fuerint nova impenjiones ab abbate, vcl ab alio aliquo, 
abfqtte amfenfu nojiro. Etji invenerint, nobis remmcient 
fidditbr abfque mord. 

" Item pr&ripimus, quod att&fpnsbjittrf, quandd procu- 
rationes redphmt, duorum equorum numerum non excedant, 
prout in Latsrawmfi et in provindali concilia eft Jiatutum. 
Etji excejarint, procuratio denegetur." The canon then 
proceeds to prohibit them meddling with judicial caufes 
without fpecial mandate, on pain of excommunication ; 
or uttering interdict or excommunication, except by the 
authority of their fuperiors, &c. 

The fynod of Saintes {AD. mcclxxxii.) forbids all 
pecuniary compofition, (which had, indeed, been pre- 
vioufly reftrkted till after vijitation performed, for fear 
of abufe)/ and enjoins archdeacons and arcftnrfests to be 
fatisfied with two fercuia by way of provifion, to fojourn 
with the vijited only one night, and to abftain from ex- 
tortion of every kind. That of Liege (A.D. mcclxxxvii.) sm. ;«•** 
orders, that no allowance whatever be made to the fame *-i#«, ™. vt. 
perfonages " ratione vifitationis, nifi ad ecchfias fpecialiteY 

vifitationis causd venerint vel accefterint" " et ss.ee Tom. 

cum arckidiacom vel btranf tutahs vifltaverint," fays ™ m. s** 
another canon of the lame church, " et ad aliquam ecclo~ i^u iw 
fiam pervenerint, qua vifitanti perfe ad sMqua wnfitfficit, 
tunc duos vel plures conjmgant, et eat mo die vifitent, et 
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tunc expenfat Witts vifitationis ab ipJU ecclcjiis vifltatis 

pro rata cujujlibtt redpiant, nee cdiquam pecuniam ab ipfis 

ecclefiis habeant, quam quod expenfee illius vifitationis 

jblvantur" 

cc.M.B.etH. In the diocefe of St. Afaph (J.D. mcclxxxiv.), the 

° ' "' p ' ' ratal beans or local officials are ordered, by the letter of 

Archbifhop Peckham, addrefled to the diocefan bifhop 

and clergy, to be procured for by the rectors and vicars 

— "betanos verd ruralrs vel officiate* locales volumus it 

rectoribus et vicarHs procurari, nifi forti ab u/Scm pro 

cc. m. b. 4t h. necejitate aliqud incitentur." See also the Chichefter 

Synodal Statutes of Bifhop Richard de la Wich (A.D. 

mccxlvi.) — Archhifhop Stratford's Vijttation Canon A.D. 

mcccxlii.) — Lyndwood's glqfs in v. alii ordinarii; and the 

TktfMr.A*ec- " Injlructio sBecanotum tarn in curfu vifitationis, quam 

coins. extra," in the Statuta SynodaUa Ecclefia: Meldenjis (A.D. 

mccclxv.), in our S&ppenbix. 

But the moft important of all documents, in corro- 
boration of the vifitatory capacity of wal brans, or, at 
leaft, fecond only to the quoted canon of the great La- 
ce. M.B.tiH. teran council (A.D. mclxxix.), is the "ConjlituUo Bene- 
dicti PP. XII. fuper procurationibus vifitantium" (A.D. 
Mcccxxxv.)— wherein, among the procurations of other 
Mmbn'i Bed ecclefiaflical vtAtors, thofe of ratal beans, " qui in ali- 

£«m VoLti 

'. quibits regionibus artjipresbgterf nomhumtur" are autho- 
ritatively regulated and eftablifhed, — the fame being in 
England the fum of ten turons, at the rate, as the Pope 
informs us, of twelve turons to the florea of Florence 

'• (4s. 4rf. Spelman in v.). The paffage is fo explicit on the 
fubject, that I extract it :— ** Illutl quoque, quod archidia- 
conis fuperius duximus ordinandum, locum habere volu- 
mus in btcanfs, prapqfitis, aUifque pcrfonis ecclejiajlkis 
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Juperius non express, qvibus vifitationis pfRcium et pro- 
curationis receptio ex prrvilegio apoJioUca fedis, vel de 

jure, feu de confuetudine, competere dignofcitur : tttanis 
ruralftms dumtaxat exceptis, qui in aliqwbus regionibux 
arrfjfyrrsbDtrrf nominantur ; circa quos, in receptions hu- 

jufmodi procuration^, id quod Jiatutum eji de aliis aufif- 
pttsbgterfs, volumus ob/ervari." 

Nor are their vijitatianed dues forgotten in the plan 
of reformation, compiled by the bifhop and chapter of 
Liege (A.D. mccccxlvi.), and confirmed by Pope Ni- 
cholas V. Two new lpecies of perquilites are there 
allotted to our brans of Gtfirtstfanftg, entitled cathedrati- 
cum and obfomum ; but they are to be fatisfied with a 
quarter of the archidiaconal dues : —'* Ne tfttanf ©firfs- ss. cc. Tom. 
tianftatum" (called in the next claufe * treranf waits") * ,xwL * s - 
" fub colore vifitationis ftcto, vel illius remijhone recipiant 
de puis quartia copellit pecunios annuos, nifi perfonaliter 
vifitaverint, el cum effeciu. Et tuncjlent contenti quarto. 
parte illius, quod archidiacoflis pro integrd ecclefia vifita- 
tione debetur. Et idem volumus obfervari in folutione 
obfonii et cathedratici ipfarum quartarum capellarum dklis 
to t can (s faciendbV 

Before we finith what is hitherto unnoticed, in coun- 
cils of later date, of the infpectional duties of beans rural, 
we muft recur to the famous Irifh ConftituHons (firft 
publifhed by Bifhop Wilkins from a JStSb. in the bifbop 
of Cloghefs poffeffion) ; in which is feen the fulleft 
account of any of our infular councils of the duties of 
ardifp«s&BUiaI vifitation, as exercifed in certain parilhes 
of the diocefe of Meath, during the epifcopate of Simon 
de Rochfort (A.D. iwccxvr). 

. The fourth, $ih, and fixth conftitutions particularly • 
n 
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fpecify the fubjects of examination at the annual vifita- 
tions of rural arriprtestB ; omitting altogether other 
vifitors of every denomination. 
cau.B.ttH. " iv. Ut arcbfpresfipttri quotannls, et fcepiihs Ji opus 
'" ? ' ' fuerit, perfonaliter vifitent Jiaium et conditionem omnium 
ecclejtarum infra fuos becmiatttft ; et Ji qua ecclefia repara- 
tione indigeat, hortentur gregem Dominicum ad earvm repa- 
rationem, actaque vifitationis ad nos in prox'tmd fynodo 
tranfmitti cwent. Videant etiam an domus paftorum et 
capellanorumjintfarttEtecta; corruptclat morum in populo 
reformare fludeant, et Ji qua* abjiergere nequtant, ad 
fynodum diocefanam referant, ut de tit emendandis cum 
concilio cleri deliberare pqffit. 

" v. Item ut procurent fidde tranfcriptum ad nog in 
fynodo tranfmitti de Jiatu et conditione Ubrorum, vaforum, 
vejlimentorum, et aUorum ornamentorum et fupcllectilium 
in ecclejiis infra fuos tttCBnatns, et de iis rejlciendis, quoties 
expedit,Jlatuamus. 

" vi. Gurent infuper pamitentias canonicas it nobis vel 
officialibus nojlris impbfitas delinquentibus debiti, et ed, 
qua: decet, folemnitate peragi, et perimpieri in ecclejht infra 
fuos limites, quibus ipji cum presbyteris parocMalibus in- 
terfint, tanquam teftes, ut qud kumilitate et devotione, 
panitentia: laboribus defunct* funt, tefiijicare pojjint" 

The eleventh conjiitution, copying the Lateran canon 
already cited, inhibits " exaciiones vel taUias : "—from the 
frequent repetition of which interdictory claufe in the 
councils of the time, it is manifeft that, both here and 
abroad, our arrfyprftsts were wont to tranfgrefs in that 
refpect. Indeed, it was to correct abufes of this kind, 
before the ifluing of the Lateran edict, that a certain 
number of victors were appointed, under Henry II. 
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(A,D.ucLxx.),to an inquifitorial tour through the dif- 
ferent counties of England, and inftructed " to enquire, Dr. b™jj 



m/t. 



fir 



in every bifhopric, what, and how much, and for what tnd,' 
caufe the archdeacons, or rural tteans, took of any one ; 
and the whole was to be written down:" or, in the 
words of the original chronicler, " quid, et quantum, et cknmt*am- 
qud de caufd, archidiaconi val tftcani injufie etjine Judicio x.»luh. 
ceperint — et hoc totumfcribatur:" — for, at that date, thefe 
officers of the church held their judicial courts of Chris- 
tianity, occafionally, at the times of vifitation. 

From the fact of the iffue of this commimon of in- 
quiry, oar fufptciona are, at leaft, excited of the purity of 
the artfifcpHsbgtiral character here at home : but in the 
Gallican church, the charges are pofitive and highly 
criminatory of the viftt'mg arthpriest 1 , — lofing nothing of 
their heinoufnefs in Ley's amufing verfion of the original 
anecdote of " the zealous preacher in the councell of W?** 
Rhemes" — who " complained that the BtcppttHigtn went "^^ 
about in vijiting of his circuit, felling all fortes of finnes, 
murder, adultery, inceft, facriledge, perjury, and thereby 
filling his purfe ; the fame whereof coming to the eare of 
the bifhop, hee fends for him, that hee may have a fhare 
with him : upon demand he denieth, upon deniall they 



( ' ) Indeed, in very early days, it was arraigned — the latter part of the $S. Ca Tom. 1 1. 
fecond chapter of the fecond council of Aix-la-Chapelle (A.D. dcccxxxvi.) ™ l 82A 
condemns the avarice of atchpK)lbst£T9 and other epifcopal fervanta in 
its fourth canon : — ..." Comperimui quorumdam ep\fcoporum mi- 
mfiroM, id «Jl thowpfjcop w, fltcfciBttgbjjtrrttf, et archidiactmos, nonfiUm 
in prrtbyterU, fed etiam in piebibui parochial fure avariHam potau extr- 
cere, qvhm uiilUati eccUJlafika: dignitatis infervire, populiqwe faluti 
eonfukre. Quant negligentiam, immd eorum atecrabUe ac damnabile 
cupiditati* viiium omnet in commune deincept vUandum ftatuimu* &c." 
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wrangle : but at laft hee knowing that if the bifhop be 
againft him hee inuft forgo his gaine, hee yieldeth him 
a part : and fo, faith that preacher, are Herod and Pilate 
reconciled againft Chrift." But let us have the original 
scTwcuju/iia* — " arifiipresboteT circuit obedientiamfibi creditam; et ut 
wien.«,optr. impleat faccum fuum, tradit ianguinem juflum. Vendit 

S.Beiwicol. T™ * J . ... J *. . .^ , . • . - . 

7M.Tom.iT. nempe homicidia, adultena, incejtus, jorntcationes, facrt- 
legia,perjuria; et ufque adjummum implet manticam/uam. 
Famd igitur volante innote/cit epifcopo talis quafius; el 
accerfito arrtifprEsfopttro: 'Da tnihi,' inquit, 1 partem meam.' 
At iUe; 'Nihil dabo tibi.' E contrh epifcoput: 'Si non 
dederit miki,' inquit, 'partem meam, auferam tibi omnia.' 
Fitque altercatio maxima, et propter avaritiamJU difcordia. 
Poftea. vero atc&fprrsfcgter revolvem fecum, qudd auctoritate 
epifcopi fungatur poteftate \Jl&, et quod fine gralid ipjius 
nihil pojjit; perverse^ converfus: ' Pamitet,' inquit, 'me, 
accipe partem tuam, et in/uper de med quod benephcitum 
fuerit; ' et reconciliantur. Heu! ficut Herodes et Pilatus 
reconciliati junt, et Chriftus cruciftxus e/i; fie nihilominus 
ifti reconciliantur, et pauperes ChnRAJpoSatiJunt." 

This was, indeed, in the language of the pallor of 

ihfinfm Great Budworth, " lafhing out beyond their line ;" and 

p. 49. ' *' if there were any chance of a recurrence of fuch abufes, 

" either by the connivence, or by the corruption of the 

bifhops in later times," it is well " that the artfiprtsbgierg 

have had lelfe to doe, and fo done leffe evil 1 ." 



oftteRtto 



. >'■ AmuU V ) To check the like abufes in the viiitalional areata of commiHariei 

^"v^lfTi™" mA officials, Bifhop Freak fuggeft* the propriety of inftitating turn* 

i. p. 996. rural or 9tip«inl(iatiant* within the diocefe of Norwich {A.D. mllxu), 

Of the vifitutums of the former he fays — " What felling of the people'* 

Tins, without any regard or conf iteration of doty at all; what untiling 
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Return we now from thefe corrupt practices of our 
predeceffors in office, (and, criminal as they were, they, 
(till ftiew the refponlible vifitatorial character of the 
perfon exerciftng the functions of artfipnest, and are fo 
far to the point,) to the period at which we fufpended 
our investigation of the perfonal duties of beans ratal, for 
the fake of reviewing the Meath canons. 

In the ecclefiaftical councils of the fifteenth century 
(to proceed chronologically), the feme inhibitory claufes, 
as we have before cited from earlier councils, continue to 
be applied to archdeacons and rural titans, relative to 
procurations. The council of Tours (AD. mccccxlviii.) 
enacts that there be no payment without due previous 
vi/itation. " Archidiaconi, artftfpttsbgttrf, btcanf, et alia « cc *"»■ 
perfbna ecclcfiajlica de jure out confurtudine ecclefias ™.«t. 
viiitantes fi non debtti vifitaverint, nihil percipiant &c." 
And the provincial council of Angers of the fame year 
again places the greedinefs of beans and others in procu- 
rational matters under reftraint : — " Prokibemus ne de sa. cc t™ 
cotero di/penfationc legitimd fuper hoc ceffhnte, archidia- 
coni, artfifprtsfigterf, bttanf, ultra unatn procurationem 
recipere und die, Jive unum locum vifitatum, Jive plura 
etiam loca vifitare fufficcret, ad procurationem integrant 
perjblvendam, quoque modo prafumant ; nee etiam fi non 
debiti vilitabunt, quidquam percipiant." See alfo Appendix 
Condi. Conftantienfia, L. v. c. n. (A.D. mccccxvi.) 

The " conJUtutio" of Cardinal Campegius "ad remo- 'i/a«j™««- 



of verdicts for money ; what manifold corruptions and briberies are ufed 
by abnfe of regiften ; all the whole conntry, with deteftation, feeth. And 
thereupon molt men, by the abnfe, do utterly contemne all ecclefiaftical 
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vendos abufwi" (A.D. mdxxiv.) ratifies to rural titans an 
authoritative infpection of the property of the church in 
the following claufe : — " Domot quoque, fundofque dotales 
benejiciorum collapfos injlaurent pojfejfore*, quantum ne- 
ceffita* pojlulaverit, reparataque in debitd Jlructurd con- 
fervent, et per arcktdiaconoa et betanos ruralis, ae alios, 
ad quos de jure vel confuetudine fpectat, ubi negligentes 
fuerint, per fubtractionem proventuum, autkoritate noftrd, 
arctius compellantur," The fame infpectional duties are 
«r^wi r ' impofed on ratal beans in the Liber Synodalis of the 
bifhop of Seez (A.D. mdxxiv.) — " Quod Jtngulis mcnfibu* 
toecani rurales habeant vifitare fuos bttanattw, cafm, cri- 
mina, et exceffu* fubditorum inquirendo. Quddque eccle- 
Jiarum rectores dejuorum parochianorum delicti* et excef- 
fibus pubticix et fcandalojis v$ot betanM informare ftu- 
deant,fub pond 50 foUdorum Turonenfium. Qui betani 
nos et eccle/iam noftram epifcopalem Sagimfem termini* 
Jibi prcefixis informare tenebuntur." 

" Item volumus eofdem btt anos (ut melius crimina, cafus, 
et exceffu* fubditorum cognofci calami) in quMibet viflta- 
tione ad minus interrogent decern perfonas fide dignas, 
notabiles et omni exceptions my ores, de Jiatu et regimine 
nq/irorum fubditorum in eodem loco manentium: atque de 
pradictarum conflitutumum, et aliarum per nos out pree~ 
decejfores nojlros conjiitutarum obfervatutne." 

ss. cc. Tom. The fynod of Augsburg (A.D. mdxlviii.), in its feventh 
III. ML 1301. ' * «. * .«* ... « , . 

canon, orders attopttsogtrrs to vifit parochially twice 

a year ; and whatsoever corruptions, fpiritual or temporal, 

they cannot perfonally' correct, to prefent officially to 

the bifhop at the epifcopal fee, if urgent, or at the next 

following diocefan fynod, if there be no danger from 

procraftination : — and this they are to do in obedience 
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to their oath. Moreover, they are fpecially charged, in 
their vijitational progreffes, to fee that no images or 
pictures be erected in their diftrict churches, without 
the previous permiffion of the biihop ; and to collect all 
heretical works, and uncanonical liturgies and ordina- 
tions, and to fend them to the biihop without delay. 

Plenary power of violation is granted to total titans tofrrmathmu 
in the German churches by the Formula Reformationis p- «. 
of the feme year, under the head de Vijitatione: — " Ke- mduvi'm. 
ani tnta\ti,territorii,jeu regiunculafua ecclefias jingulis 
quibufque annis vifitare debent. Ad hoc enim negotium 
in partem fottkitudinis epifcopaUs vocati funt." Indeed, 
they are tied down to the fame form of vijitational 
inquiry in their feveral fubdivifions of the diocefe, as 
the biihop in the whole : — " Ad hone formam vifitent 
qwque, et inquirant, ac panitentiam injungant archidia- 
coni et becani nit alts in Jitis regiuncuUs; graviora verd, 
et qua per jeipfos emendari nequeunt, referant ad epi- 
jcopum, et fynodum epijcopalem, publico judicio fubmit- 
tenda, eorum enim vifitationes parvai quadam et particu- 
lares funt fynodi, Jynodo majori fubjecta, etfecundum 
ejus judicium dirigenda." See alfo Synodales Conjlitut. 
Arboricenfia Diacefis (A.D. mdl.) Statut xxxix. CC. Ro- 
tom. Prov. P. ii. p. 289; and the Statutes of the diocefe 
of Liiieux, in the fame collection, p. 481. 

As vijitors, again, they are acknowledged, in the pro- ccm.b. hh. 
vincial Scotch council held in Edinburgh (A.D. mdxlix.), ° '" p ' ' 
whofe duty it is to fee that the drefs of the clergy be in 
all refpects canonical — "fuper quibus per jingulos btca- 
nos m eorum viQtationibus, etfi quis fuerit, fiat diUgens 
mquifitio, &c." (can. iv. de vcjlibus clericorum). And 
again (can. xm. de vtfitationibus) it is decreed, 
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" Quid nonnunquam pubtici exceffus, tarn mqjores quam 
minores, per IttCMMS et alios vifitatores occultari et dijffi- 
mulari dicuntur, ed qudd pecuniariot qutejius h concu- 
binariis et adulleris accipere non erubefcant, faciendo eos 
in tali fxditate Jbrdefcere, qudd toecanf ante fufceptionem 
fui officii jurent de fideli ejus adminijiratione in omnibus, 
et cum exeejfus mqjores eorundem commiffariis deferunt, 
non prius recipiantur ab eis, qudm illi denud jurati 
jiterint, qudd omnes etjingulos exceffits mqjores, tarn pub- 
Ikos quam privatos,Jibi per affifas et inquifiUoncs utro- 
bique delatos, abfque gratid et favore, prece vel pretio, 
nullis politics omiffis, commiffariis tradant, qui Ji reperti 
fuervnt in preemiffis culpabiles, perjurii, amijionis officii, 
et aliis arbitrariis pants per ordinarium infligendis fubja- 
ceant ; et Juper hoc Jblicit$ inquirant commiffarii, prout 
domino ordinario funt refponfuri:" and laftly, in a coun- 
cil of the lame province (A.D. hdli. confirmed A.D. mdllx.) 
ccii.B.ttH. it is ordered (can. xrv. de clandeftmis matrimoniis, et ban- 
it ' PP ' ' nit, et regi/iris curatorum) that the beans rural of the 
province " in fuis vifitationibus diligentem indaginem 
faciant, et dejictentes ad commijfarios referant" &c. ; and 
they are farther noticed in the eighth and ninth canons 
in the fame capacity. 

What visitatorial jurifdietion the rural beans of the 
diocefe of Chefter enjoyed during the exiftence of the 
unlimited ordinary powers of the archdeacons of Rich- 
mond and Chefter, and while they were within the 
diocefe of Lichfield and Coventry, it is now impofilble to 
afcertain : but fince the foundation of the new bifhoprick, 
snowman, many of the tutf-becanal patents granted by the bifhop, 
mat* r and confirmed by the bean and chapter of the cathedral, 

appeal- in their books, and fome few of the patents 
themfelves. ,GoOglc 
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From thefe it would appear, that much of the Surren- 
dered jurisdiction of the old archdeacons was delegated 
to the titans ratal (all having merged in the bilhop by the 
charter of foundation) ; and the archidiaconal right of 
vifitation continued to furvive in the vifdational powers 
of the titans rural ; who, whatever they may have done 
in earlier days, certainly, after the change of the ecclefi- 
aftical regime, being 'armed with an epifcopal jurifdio 
tion by virtue of their patents and the ufage of the 
archdeaconries, as vicarii epifcopi, vifited their toeanrfes 
twice a year, convened before them the churchwardens, 
received their presentments, and corrected upon them 
all offences ecclefiaftical (incefl, adultery, and fome 
others excepted), and proved the wills and granted 
adminiftrations of all perfons whofe effects amounted 
not to 40/. (knights, efquires, and clergymen, excepted) ; 
and, in cafe any perfons whatever fubject to their vifita- 
tions refilled attendance at them, the deans proceeded 
againft them by ecclefiaftical cenfures, in the fame 
manner as the bifhop or his vicar -general does upon ' 
an epifcopal vifitation. They were alio entitled to the 
ufual places of judicature for holding their vifitations ; 
and if they were obftructed therein by any perfon fub- 
ject to their jurifdiction, they might admonifh, and, upon 
non-compliance, excommunicate. For the oath of cano- 
nical obedience is not perfonal to the bifhop, but to his 
jurifdiction, and extends to an obedience to the rural 
btans who act by his authority. 

It is probable that the beans poffeffed thefe powers ah 3s*-srts«- 
antiquo; for, in a patent granted to a chancellor of the Dioe 'f < ^ 
diocefe only twenty years from the firft foundation of"' 
the fee, after a general grant without exceptions, there 

Digitized byGoOglc 



Vmowl tfwutfoM. [Part IV. 

is an additional one made to him of the place of filial 
bean of three ratal beauties, to do all things which ab 

antique belonged to that office," fpecifying in detail thefe 
vijitational duties. And again, in the document drawn 
up at the convention of the bitiiop and beans ratal in the 
palace at Chefter, A.J), mdxciv., the betanal power of vio- 
lation is distinctly fet forth, and the particulars thereof 
enforced in the way of order or monition from the dio- 
cefan to the ratal beans. 

The ratal bean of Chefter (for the twelve beantfes are 
now confolidated) continues his vifitation-court {AM. 
mdcccjexx.) for fwearing in churchwardens, proving wills, 
and granting adminiftrations, where the effects are under 
407. And over the eight beantfes of the archdeaconry of 
Richmond, an officer bearing the title of commiflary 
prefides, invefted with the betanal jurifdiction of tefta- 
raentary matters, vijitational duties &c l , but in which 
capacity he vifits parochially does not exactly appear. 
Mr. Ward, in his evidence before the ecclefiaftical courts' 
commiffioners, " apprehends that he vifiU parochially, as 
commiflary." 

The council of Trent continued to ratal beans the 
power of vifitation under certain regulations, eftablifhed 
' in their twenty-fourth feffion : — " Arckidiaconi, ttetnnf, et 
alii inferiores in Us txclefiis, ubi hactends vifitationem 
exercort legitimi confueverunt, debeant quidem affittnpto 
Notario de confenfu epifcopi deinceps per feipfb* tantum 



Eecitf. Cairti (') It is cuftoraary in the diocefe of Chefter, before eplfcopal t^ito 
Hipnrt, v .H6. fiont ^ Md preparatory thereto, for inhibUiont of the tural ttf«n of the 

archdeaconry of Chefter, and of the commitTary of the archdeaconry of 

Richmond, to take place. 
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ibidem vifltare:" and they were to tranfinit their vijtta- 
tion-acts, inquifitions, and all other instruments, to the 
diocefan bifliop within a month. The particular objects 
of attention to the vijttors are pointed out, as being, to 
preferve found orthodox faith, to expel herefy, to fup- 
port morality, to correct vice, to exhort people to reli- 
gion, innocency, and peace ; and, as occafion might 
require, and prudence dictate, to promote the general 
interefts of the Chriftian community. From the perfons 
vifited parochially, throughout their refpective diftricts, 
the officers were not to receive any thing but " frugall 
and moderate diet, which might be given," in Brent's 
verfion, "either in kind or money ; yet fo, that if there nuayM*^ 
was a cuftome in any place not to receive fo much as p.tm. 
thefe, it was to be obferved." 

The Cambray council (A.D. mdlxv.) bids the titans of ss.cc.tvm. 
(fffttfstfanftn ("tttcanf rotates qms ©frtfslfam'tatis appeUm^- 
iant") to vi/it their diftrict fchools every fix months, or, at 
leaft, once a year, and diligently to certify the ordinary 
of their ftate of difcipline. Indeed, it appears from Zy- vn ei^m j*t. 
paws that a concordate was entered into between the p^i/ntm. 
bifliop and the archdeacons of the diocefe of Cambray, "**' ' * 
that neither mould per/anally vifit, but that the beans Of . 
QCfrrfetfanitB fhould be the visitatorial reprefentativei of 
each, by mutual agreement 

Accordingly, in the Acts of the diocefan fynod under »™"« s h 
Archbilhop Maximilian (A.D. mdlxvu.), the vifitational **■ 8- =■ i. ».' 
duties of the artfcttttsbsttrs or brans of the parochi are 
thus laid down : — " Cap. i. Cum an&ipresbgterf munwjit 
ecclefiarum quarundam folicitudinem genere, eq/que Jingu- 
lari quddam annud rifitatione recognqfcere. Volumua et 
Ttumdomut, ut quom dUigmtiftme adviguent ne quid in 
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Mis ecclefiia dejtt, quod ad dfainum qfftcium profud digni- 
tate peragendum requiritur." " Cap. n. Cum autem deub 
infpiritu et veritate adorandusjit,folicit$ etiam profpieiant 
betanf nojlri in eccleflarum vifitatione. An non irrepfe- 
rint in eas aliqua fuperjlitiofa et vana, in ceeremoniis, pro- 
cej/ionibus, peregrinationibus, imaginum et reliqidarum ac 
Janctorum veneratione, quibus mentei ChrijHana hjtncero 
Dei cuUufenslm dimoveri pojjint. Ubi verd hujufmodi ali- 
quid compertum habuerint, volumus nobis noftrifve vicariis 
quamprimum denunciari &c." 
antftuut.*i The fynod of Salzburg (A.D. mdlxix.) orders the ap- 

saiJb-rg. pointed vi/itatores of the diocefe to folicit all the infor- 
e V .TT. L p. > 3to. mation they can from the archdeacons and ratal beans, 
p.m£ x,v ' in furtherance of their general parocfual vi/itation; and 
then proceeds to fay, that the jptcial Dictations of thefe 
inferior officers are not thereby fuperfeded ; but that 
they are to be executed by them notwithftanding, and 
the refults of their inquiries to be laid before the fupe- 
rior vifitors within a month. Moreover, the council 
enacts, that the total beans themfelves fhall be viiited, 
and examination made " de illorum qfficiis, an eifdem 
fatisfaciant, et quomodo, an fint fufficientes, foUciti, pru- 
dentes, expediti, et jujli, vel injujii, avari, munerum cu- 
pidi, pamas pecuniarias imponmtes, perfonarum acceptores, 
deUcta non pimientet, fed diffimulantes,juftitiam et eequi- 
tatem petentibus morem non gerentes, et ad id genus alia, 
owe adje fpectant, prajient, necne." 
ss.ccTom. The Malines council (A.D. mdlxx.) promulgates the 
Trent decrees respecting. vifitation generally; and orders 
that ratal beans, where they were not in the habit of 
vifiting churches, fliould be immediately invefted with 
that power ; — the biftiop taking care that their procura- 
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turns ("fubjidia vijitattonis") ihould be fufficiently remu- 
nerative for the labour and expence of violation; and 
that whatever was immoderate in the way of charge 
upon the clergy, Ihould be corrected. 

The ftatutes of the diocefan fynod of Ypres (A.D. m+^mt 
mdlxxvu.) ratify the like capacity of vijitation to fteaiw thto.«.mm. 
•f ffiSifstianftg, on the authority of the Trentine fathers ; 
— the bifhops delegating to their rural deputies the right 
of vijiting the churches of their tttantfts on fuch years as 
they themfelves are unable to vifit : on which occasions' 
the tteanss are to follow the rules of epifcopal vijitation 
laid down by the council of Trent — the fubftitutes acting 
in the name and by the authority of their employers, 
and being fully capacitated to carry forward the whole 
vifitational inquiry into the conduct of church-officers, 
the condition of church ornaments and utenfils, the ftate 
of church-fabrics, parfonages, &c. For all which vica- 
rious trouble, it is decreed — " Utm nulld parochid etiam «»■"■ *« 
ji minima Jit, ttttawtJecundUm prte/cripta fiatuta vilitanti, 
detur infra octo out decern Jiu/eros : in nulld anient, etiam 
maxima*, accipiat ultra dalerum vel coronation : in mediis 
verdfervetur mcdiocritas, habitd ratione laboris et con- 
fuetudmis. n Any extraordinary labour is to be paid for 
in extra procuration. See alfo Stat. Synod. Uicec. Yprenf. 
(A.D. hdciz.) Tit. in. cap. vi. and, particularly, in the 
documentary gtyptntrtx, the extract from the Decreta et 
Statuta Prima Synodi Diacefana Brugenfis, A.D. mdlxxi. 
De ditoerJU tatanoram ©frrtstfatUtatfs officii*. The duties 
of vijitation are there fo minutely detailed, I have thought 
the document worthy of being copied. 

A few years later, Charles Borromeo, in the fifth as.cc.ram. 
council of Milan (A.D. mdlxxix.), impofed on his Kfcarfi *"" 
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jf ortrari the inspection of the rural clergy, their churches, 
church-furniture &c, by perfonal vijitaiion and exami- 
nation, conducted according to the items of the following 
manual of inftruclions : — The jForaiuous Ffcats are to 
inquire — 

" Qui parochorum in primxs zelus in ammo- 

rumfalute procurandd; qua in facramentis mmiftrandit 
fedula diligentia ; qudm frequent in pafcendit verba Dei 
jidelib'us qfficium ; qua (Unique in omnibus parochialii 
muneris partibus vigilantia, quave affiduitat. — Qua po- 
puli in ChrifiiatuE caritatis operibus exercitatio, qudm reli- 
giofus fejlorum dicrum cvitus, qudm pia in ecclefits con- 
verfaiio, qua in doctrina Chrifiiana Jchoiit frequentia .- 
turn de aliis piis fodalitatibus difqutrant, turn denique de 
reliqud omni ejufdem populi difaplind, et in vid domini 
progrefu. 

" Pq/i videant, qui Jingularnm ecclefiarum, prcefertim 
parockialium Jlatua, anji qua injiaurationem defiderant; 
an debito cultu fraudantur ; anfacris veJHbus, ornamentu, 
fupellcctileque ecdefiaJUcd, ad cultum necejfarid, inftructa 
Junt; an denique ulld ex parte inculta. 

" Pojiremd anji aliqua funt provintialium, dkccefana- 
rumque fynodorvm deer eta, edicta, vifitationum prafcripta, 
aliaoe epifcopaUa Jujfa, qua exeeutionem turn habeant; 
quid item imptdimenti, ant diffiadtatis, out denique caufie 
Jit, quamobrem eorum executiom non Jit locus, &c." (See 
alio on jfotaiuottx Fleets, their qualities, and inquijitorwl 
duties, the council of Rome under Benedict XIII., SS. 
CC. Tom. xxi. col. 1864.) 

Again, the council of Rouen (A.D. mdlxxxi.) orders, 
in its twenty-feventh canon, that btans rural follow the 
canons of inquiry there copioufly laid down for episcopal 

Hgrized by GOOgk 



Vmacftikl IftctMtott. 



vifitation, " et vifltationis h, ft facta infra menfem ratio- ss.cc.tom. 
nem reddent epifcopo, et dtpofitiones teftivm, ac integra 
acta ei exMbere tenebuntur." (CC. Rotomag. Proe. Part I. ■ 
214.) — and the like charge is impofed on them by the 
council of Tours (A.D. mdlxxxjii.), 55. CC. Tom. xxi. 
col. 850 ; and of Malines {A.D. mdcvii.), SS, CC. Tom. 
xxi. col. 1462. — the latter publishing certain heads of 
inquiry for the ufe of the att&presbgttrs in their vifita- 
tional proceedings. 

In the feventeenth and eighteenth centuries we find Lwidiii u. 
the fame trtift continued to them. In the Spidlegium p. tes. ' 
Eccle/iqjlicum of Lunig, thefe precepts are recorded as 
given to Vetanal vifitors of Julien and its furrounding 
diftrict (A.D. mdcii.) — " Stcanf exigant bjcabini* etju- 
ratis tabellam 30ro$ -Jtttul (h.e. Jpecijicationem delietorum 
judki denuntiatorum) ant copiam autkenticam. Ut viri 
xtlofi et integri in jide fcab'mi fynodales eligantur. Ut 
commimia puncta et mterrogatoria Jlabmis commitnicent, 
fuper quibus tenebantur facer e inquifitionem et dare mfor- 
mationem." 

A chapter of the diocefan fynod of Ypres (J-P.mdcix.) s ? r.aw 
prolongs to titans rural the visitatorial powers they en- •m.xmu 
joyed by the earlier fynod of mdlxxvti : and a fubfequent 
council (A.D. mccxxx.) makes them downright inqtdfitors 
into the manners and habits of the rural clergy, the 
employment of their time at home and abroad, their 
ftudies, hours of confeffion, &c &c; all which they are 
to pry into, by the moft fearching perfonal vifitation. — 
The fynod of Antwerp (A.D. mdcx.) confers on them the ay. Sy—d- 
fiilleft mutational authority ; and bids them lay their acta p.ssts8. 
vifitationit before the bifliop — . . . " Vultantibus verdtv^tx.n.a V . 
tetania mralfons, tanquam h nobis mijis, onmem debitam p 
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reverentiam et qjjiftentiam ad exequendam commiffionem h 
nobis injunctam exhibeant," (ays Mirseus, " et Ji aliqua ad 
reformationem aut bonum eccle/ia facientia fciant, be-ne- 
voU Juggerant." See alio Ordinationes Joannis Maiden 
Eptfc, Antwerp. (A.D. mdcxxx.) 

A chapter of the fynod of Bois-le-duc (A.D. hpcxii.) is 
expreflly dedicated to artfripttsbgtml vifitation: — "&rcfc(- 
t}Xt%bx>ttxi,feu ttetfinl parochias fibi commiffas cum Xenodo- 
chiis, capellis, et confraternitatibus, qffumptofecian notario, 
vel Jaltem aliquo presbytero, quotannis fecundum inftrttc- 
tionem illis dandam, author itate nojlrd vifltent, ac de vita, 
fide, et moribus paroch/arum,faceUanorum, cuftodwn, ludi- 
magijlrorum, a'dituorum, ac gubematorum menfee Sancti 
Spiritus, reliquorumque incolarumfefe diligenter informant, 
ac advertant, an piufundationibits, eleemojynis, et oneribus 
beneficiorwn et officiorum ecclefiajlkorum laudabiliter fatf- 
fiat, itemque utrum ecdefia reparatione egeant, et ceemeteria 
beni occlufa Jint : nee Jacramentalium et ornamentorum 
ecclefa, atquefcholarum vifitationem pr&termittant &c." 

A canon de mjitatione of the council of Bourdeaux 
{A.D. mdcxxiv.) afTociates our rural au&presbgtm with 
other ecclefiaftic tejlet for the more effectual conduct of 
parochial inquifition. — Cap. xxi. — hi. " StcthirrsbsUri 
feu ttetani in fingulis dieecefibus conjiituti, jugi circum- 
jpectione more»clerkorum,Jiatum et ordinem parochiarum, 
ac etiam laicorum, foMeiti obferoent et profpkiant, deque 
iis omnibus Jingulo quoque menfe epifcopum certiorem fa- 
ciant. Et ne propter attufpresfa^teratus diftantiam minus 
officio fuofatisfacere poffint : in citjuflibet a tcfi t pre sufitcratus 
tractu, duo rectores aut plures pii ecclefiaftici tejles jynodo 
diweefand ab ordinario nominati et electi, attfiipttsbijterfs 
feu becanfe adjungantur, qui selo regiminis ccclefiajlic 
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inflammati, feduld invigilent, et ordinarium Jiatis tempo- 
ribus, dejiatu, conditione, et exce/ftbus hujufmodi arcbijres- 
bgteratHS certiorem f octant : poffintque ordinarii aicjbfprtft- 
b$uxi&, totanis, et tejlibus jynodaUbus inquifitionum feu 
informationum conficiendarum, fine, alio fperiali mandalo, 
facultatem, quo cUim qwECUtnque vitia purgentur, et cuncti 
in ordine contineantur, concedere: quas inquifitiones et 
alia* probationes ab iifdem perfectas, teneantur officiates 
recipere, et ex iifdem ad alia juris remedia procedere." 

The fynod of Saint Omer (A.D. mdcxi..) writes — sui.sgm>d. 
" VtCani in vifitationibus fuis fcholas nan pnztermittant, iu nni. t » 
fedfingulisfemeftribus vifitent, et accurate inquirant, &c." P 
— That of Namur (A.D. mdclix.) admonilhes all arcbptts- v« eak. b 
bptm, " Ut annates vifitattones obeuntes, et alias dili- ra.vi.'c^.in 
gentir inquirant, quibus rebus paftores fe impendant, ut P 
fi quos otto deditos repererint, ne nihil agendo male agere 
difcant, eos actionibus ecclefiajlico hominc dignis incum- 
bers, et per bona opera certain fuam vocationem facere 
procurent Sec." The fame duties are impofed by the 
fynod of Bruges — " Seduld inquirant artjfpreabgteri in 
fuis vifitationibus de vitd, doctrind, et moribus curatorum 
et aUorum presbyterorum ; ac praceptorum feu magi/iro- 
rum; et cujus Jint qualitatis,fidei, et nominis ac fames." 
And the fynod of Ypres legiflatos with the fame degree tilvh. ■». ». 
of latitude and particularity. ™ 

The lateft iuftructions to titans rural of the diocefe of 
Malines enforce vifitation — " Utpotijimam officii fui par- 
tem, vifitationem curent arr&iprtBbpttrf, feduld, accurati, 
et cum timore dei perfieere, et pracipui invigilare, ut 
attaria et facramentalia, ipfaque templa nitida ferventur, 
paftorefque ipfi, quoad obligationes et functiones fuas paflo- 
rales exactijint et diligentes, an quofludto, quove exercitw 
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ottum pellant. Quare non plures uno die vifitabunt eccle- 

?^Dxi"" fi as ' au ^ m ^omrnodi pojfuni." And farther — that timely 

cv "M^ OTfc and feafonable repairs of ecclefialtical houfes be attended 

MechL to, and their fabric not allowed by gradual decay 'to fall 

into utter ruin and wafte, the fynod decrees — " Srciii- 

pnsipttri, itbi ipfis id juris ex confuetudine competit, domot 

pafiorum et beneficiatorum Jingulis annisferid vifltent; et 

quandd eas reparatione indigere advertent, earn mox fieri 

mandent et non obedientes denuncientur epifcopo, vel ejus 

vieario generali, ut ad debitas reparatione* faciendas, 

prout juris et rationis fuerit, compeUantw, et pro prate- 

ritd negligentid etiam puniantur ' ." (Tit xxii. c. vn.) 

^*fj» "Its Bontnc Jtt la <&$xititnti (t rawtix," feys the 

p. tn. fynod of Bayeux (A.D. mdclxii.), " auront Join de favre 

une foil Ian les vifites de presbjfteres, de dreffer lews 

prods verbaux de Vital auquel Us let trowoeront, et les 

mettront aux greffks de not qfficialites, &c." 

Dtnt.^^ai. Again, — the Synodal Decrees of the archbilhop of Co- 

Htmr.AnUtp. logne (A.D. mdclxii.) order — " lit de pafiorum, vke-pafio- 

«p. i. i[.p.is. rum dUigentid, et tetatis tener torts profeetu nobis con- 

c<{.a l *dm.TB.jlare pojjit, trciani ruralis quoties vifltant, convocaid juven- 

a.6. mccl. tute breve examen catecheticutn in/lituant: quidqmd verd 

memorabile contigijfe notavcrint, in Acta J'uarum vifita- 

tionum nobis fyc . . . exhibenda refer ant ;" — andfubfe- 

quently the fame injiitutes detail the points of inquiry 

to be particularly attended to by the Ireans vijitmg their 

parochial clergy. See Part it. Tit v. c. n. n. 



Altera Efiftda (') In the paftoral letter of the Belgian primate {A.D. mdcc.) the 
SSSj^^JJ' arthpritsts are charged " Ut diligentioret tnogifque txoclo* per difirkitit 
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fitoe injlituant vifitatjonea juxla earundem vifit&tioimm interrogalaria 
tf/pu edita &c" • 
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Our next examples are adduced from the Anglo-Gallic ■* ff««w« ?">- 
iQ.es of Jerfey and Guemfey — which were anciently, we Sw s^inu- 
are told by an anonymous author, two rural ocannes of pas. 
the bilhopric of Conftantia, in the dukedom of Nor- 
mandy, and their fole vifitara in church affairs, their 
refpective Deans, each' pofleffing the lame power as our 
chancellors and archdeacons at prefent enjoy. Nor is 
their ecclefiaftic constitution otherwife altered in modern 
days, than that they are members of the diocefe of Win- 
chester; having been annexed thereto foon after the 
Reformation 1 . Their jurisdiction was then fettled, fees Hejiin-. uf» °f 
were appointed to the beans, and a revenue eftablifhed ; mcxxxvn. 
but the functionaries themfelves were then, and ftill 
remain, accountable to their diocefan bilhop for the due 
performance of their vi/itatorial charge, like the corre- 
sponding officers in England. 

The duties of thefe beans rural, in refpect of vijitatim, <w«r.<i by 
are thus exprefled in the twenty-third rule of the canons ^ia^. 
and conjiitutions ecclejiqjiical granted to the Hies, in the p ' 
reign of James the Firft : " Le j©ogtn accompagnt dc 
deux ou trots mini/Ires vi/itera une fois en deux ans 
chague paroiffe en fa perfonne, et donnera ordre gu'U y 
ait pre/che le jour de la vifitation, ou par joy mime, ou 
par guelqu'un par lay appomti ; etjefera la dite vifitation 

(') King John had it in contemplation to place the iflanda under the Betrj'a Htfi. «/ 
diocefe of Exeter; and Henry VII. actually procured the Pope's Bull £%$** 
for placing* them within the jurifdiction of Saliabury - which he cancelled, 
and obtained another for Winehefter. But this laft, though even 
entered in the then bifhop's regiiter (Langton), never took effect; and 
Queen £3izabeth at last fixed them in that fee. The Bull of Pope 
Alexander VI., for transferring them from Conftance to Winton, may be 
feen in FaUe's Appendix, N°. IX. p. 195. 
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pour ordotmer que toutes chafes appartenantes ft FegHfe, 
aufervice de dieu, et adminf/lration desfacremcns,foyent 
pourveiies par les furveilians, et le temple, cimitOre, et 
maifon presbtfteriale foyent entretenues et reparies: et 
aujfy recevra information des dits furveilians (ou Jaute 
a, iceur & /aire lew devoir) du mini/ire, de toutes offences 
et abus qui feront ft reformer en aucun, foit mjmftre, 
officiers de I'egtife, ou autrea de la paroiffe ; et recevra 
le dit Bogen pour la dite vtjttation 40 fols de la rente du 
n*rr r -« nip. 0/ Thrifor ft chaque fois." — Equally extenfive are the 
P .m e *' powers bellowed on the turan of Guemfey in the com- 
muTion of Bifhop Brownlow North to Stan Durand, — ■ 
" in his ftead, authority, and name, according to law, to 
vifit the churches and other ecclefiaftical places, and the 
clergy and people fubject to his jurifdiction &c &c." 
DioeT'sWi/iy Indeed Dicey fays, " The Beans of both the iflands pre- 
tend that their office carries with it all delegated jurif- 
diction, without any need of permiffion or commiffion 
from the bifhop ;" and if fo, they are vtfitors de jure — 
nay, I have been told, that they can preferibe againft 
the bifhop ? 
suX &£i m Towards the clofe of the feventeenth century, Bifhop 
m.sjS. se, Seth Ward of Sarum inverted his totalis rural with con- 
huj Dxummti. fiderable vtfitational powers ; as the following formula of 
injlructums indicates. They were authorised — " 1. To 
view infra Setanatum — churches, chancels, parfonage and 
vicarage-houfes, hofpitals, almshoufes, church-houfes, and 
free fchooles./eme/ in 6 menftbus, faltem in anno, and to 
prefent decays to the Bp or chancellor." 

" 2. To obferve — parfons, vicars, curats — as to conver- 
sion, performance of duty, conformity to laws, diligence 
in reading fervice, administering facraments, preaching, 
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catechifing, preparing for confirmation, marryeing &c." 
— w churchwardens, as to performance of duty — fchole- 
maiters, as to teaching and catechifing fcholars, bringing 
to church on Sundays and holydays ; and to acquaint 
the Bp, if amifs." 

" 3. To examine differences, and compofe or delate to 
Bp, reports of fcandalous offences contrb, Leges Ecclef." 

*' 4. To execute or caufe to be executed mandated, 
orders fent immediate' ab epijcopa, mediante orchidia- 
cono." 

" 5. To acquaint Bp if any conventicles, diforders &c." 

"Md. hofpitals — terriars — regifters of chriftenings, 
marriages, burials." 

In the convocational proceedings about rural beans in cc M - B - « 

r B Vol. iv. v. B< 

England (A.D. mdccx.), the fecond resolution of the 
Upper Houfe fuggefts the propriety of a canon declara- 
tory of the vifitatorial capacity of beans rural : — " To 
enquire into the manners of the clergy and people, to 
vifit and examine the ftate of parochial churches and 
chapels, with the chancels of the fame, together with the 
ornaments and utenfils thereunto belonging, as alio the 
manfers of rectors and vicars, and all ecclefiaftical en- 
dowments &c. &c." To which refolution the Lower 
Houfe defires an amendment to the effect that rural 
beans fhould be firft " duly comrnijfioned by the bifhop or 
archdeacon, or other ordinary," fo to vifit: — indicating 
thereby that ratal beans have no fuch power by virtue of 
their office ; and anticipating, perhaps, that the exercife 
of it, as a matter of right, independent of fpecial com- 
mifiion, would interfere with the privileges of arch- 
deacons. While, at the fame time, the Lower Houfe 
acknowledges the obligation of rural beans to execute the 
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commiffion of vi/iting parochially, whenever enjoined fo 
to do by fuperlor authority. 

So the matter at prefent refts. No conftitution has 
ever been drawn up to ratify any part of thefe Proceed- 
ings of Convocation ; — which, of courfe, leaves the rarf- 
becanal capacities juft as they were before the royal 
mandate iflued. 

Two documents alone, on the topic of btcanal violation, 

remain unnoticed — the one domeftic — the other foreign. 

Te" X^i- The ** is a claufe of Bim0 P GibfoD * 8 published In/iruc- 

1 "i'so" **• tims to ** ura ' * ean * °f '* e Diocefc of London: — " The 

Lndon Ex**- be H n rural is likewife, as occaflon mall require, to infpect 

modi In Ipptd- m 

"«■ the churches, chancells, and chapels, and the houfes 

belonging to the parfons and vicars within his diltrict, 
and to give information of their decays and dilapidations 
to the ordinary." 

With the foreign canon, we clofe our long catalogue 
of authorities ; — and worthy of particular notice it is, as 
reviving the eaftern title of urotoptEB&jmr in application 
to the titan rural. It is the ninth canon — de protopus- 
bpterfe, five beranfs raralfbus, of the council of Reuflen 
UMdAmi ad (A.D.) mdccxx.) — " PrtEter ea, qua h fancto fynodo ad 
«i. 352. "' offkium protoprcsbBleti jpcctare con/litutum eji, ui fciiket 
diligenter referant ad ordtnarios, fi quos decretorum fyno* 
dalium violators, ji quos officii par ocfualis negligentiorts, 
fi quo* popinarum frequentatores, percuffbres, out otitis 
Jcandalofos, Jive presbyteros, Jive Uncos, fub fud jurifiiic- 
tione camper erint ; Mud omnind addendum cenfirit debere 
eos epifcopo, vel alter i vifitatori ajjijlert perfuum tftcana- 
tum, ut ipfum de fiatu ecdefiarum, et moribus mmijlrorum 
injiruere poffint" 
" Infuper teneantur vifitare proprium toetanatum anno 
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fubftqumti vifitationem generalem, non folum, ut de its, 
qvx£ modo diximusy ac de cateris, qua continentur in 
inftructione generali diligenter inquirant ; verum etiam 
ut decreta, et reformations ejufdem generalis vifitationis 
exequutwni mandari curent. In obeundd hdc vifitatione, 
caoeant, tie quid prorsus accipiant, aut extorquea.nl, prater 
victualia pro fud, alleriufque domejtiei perfond, ac duobus 
equu; alioqidn prater pamaa, quosjiotuit fancta fynodu-s 
titulofexto graviffime ab epifcopo puniantur." 

That we have adduced evidence enough, in the many 
pages devoted to the fubject, of " a fort of vijitatorian 
capacity" in rural beans of ancient and modern days, 
the reader will readily acknowledge. The capacity can 
be no longer doubted. The church, in her conciliar 
decrees, has acted upon it for more than a thoufand 
years — nay — from the firft inftitution of the office in 
the eaft and welt, with little or no interruption, to the 
prefent hour. Tedious though the enumeration of au- 
thorities be in proof of the fact, I could not otherwife 
have eftabliflied a controverted duty of the laft impor- 
tance. While endeavouring to do fo, I have cited many 
items of bttanal fervice connected with and performed 
during vijitationai progrefs, and thereby have added fome- 
what to the reader's knowledge of the perfonal functions 
of the rural art&prftsr&ooti. 

But, whatever may have been the priftine character of 
that power, when thefe now humble functionaries were 
linked with archbifhops and cardinals, and their retinues 
made the fubject of canonical limitation throughout 
Weftern Europe, as we fee they were — if it ever attained 
to the dignity of an ordinary jurifdiction (which on the 
continent it teems extenfively to have done), it was only 
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locally and partially fo in England, and, for the molt 
part, of (hort-Kved exercil'e. Not fo the archidiaconal 
power of vifitation ;— this, like the Urxanal, originally a 
delegate jurifdiction emanating from the bifliop, became 
by continual grants an ordinary one, and eventually 
almoft (in many places, quite) extinguished the other 1 . 
See Van Efpen Jur. Ecclef. P. i. Tit xn. c. 1. § vi. ; and 
Boehmer Jus Eccl, Protejlant. L. i. Tit xxm. de Offi- 
cio Archtdiaconi* Tom. i. p. 515, feqq., and L. in. Tit. 
xxxix. Tom. in. p. 578. 

But here it mult be obferved, that the vicar of Am- 
brofden, who considers the antiquity of leans rural greater 
than that of archdeacons, looks upon the former as the 
earlieft rightful parochial vifitors under the diocefan 
bifliop, and fuppofes them to have loft their privilege of 
iwAW/fati- vifitation in the way following. "When archdeacons 

p.WO*' ° ' — — 

Ecclefiafiioai (') Bran* rural in no cafes, I believe, vifit peculiars. Even biihop's 

^I'cmn'' pecu^"" are not vtfxted by them. In the diocefe of Exeter there are 
p- as. thirty-fii epifcopal peculiars, which are vjfiled by no Dim* rural, anil 

arc indeed fo far exempt from the jurifdiction of the trifhop himfelf, 
that he never vifilt them, even in his triennial vifitation. Parochial 
churches within peculiars are generally in moll wretched condition. 
Such jurifdictions mould be aboliflied: difcipline can never be Curtained 
effectually, while they exift. In the Drawn over which the writer pre- 
fides, there are three of thefe ecclefiaftical anomalies. To one of which 
there is, probably, no counterpart in all England ; — it is a parifh wherein 
a Roman-catholic peer is both lay-rector and lay-bilhop, and appoints, 
or not, as he chowfes a flipendiary chaplain over many hundred Protec- 
tant fouls. The church is ruinoufly dilapidated : and its doors have 
been clofed againft the church-going population for nearly two years 
(Sept. mdcccixxiv.) — See Bifliop Burnet's account of the origin of thefe 
blemilhes of our EcclefialHcal Confutation, in the Hiftvry of the Refor- 
mation, Vol. 1. Book in. p. 522; Vol. v. Book vi. p. 634. Oxford Edit. 
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grew up to be vicars-general of the bifliop and ordinaries 
in the diocefe, then they affumed to themfelves fo much 
of the vifttatorian power, that the rural brans could no 
longer vifit, but in fubordination to thefe new mailers ; 
and as a mark of inferiority and (objection, they were 
allowed to go their circuit with two horfes only, when 
the archdeacons might have five or feven. This depen- 
dency and limitation of power restrained the rural beans 
from the deiire of being •oifitors ; and therefore, to eafe 
themfelves of the trouble, and their clergy of the ex- 
pence, they let fall this jurisdiction by confent, and left 
this neceflaxy care of all the churches folely to the arch- 
deacons next under the bifhop : " whofe right and duty 
it now is, according to the constitution of the church of 
England, to infpect the churches and chancels, with the 
ecclefiaftical houfes and poffeffions, in the feveral parishes 
within their jurisdiction. To which Gibfon adds, as a charge u, u* 
farther illustration, that it is thefe parochial vijitations, ™,™¥.n>-" 
and not fuch vijitations as are now held by archdeacons p. 10. °" B ' 
(which feem to be only the remains of the ancient 
fynods) that our ecclefiaftical laws ordinarily mean, when 
they Speak of archidiaconal vifdation ; and that it is on 
account of the fame parochial violations, and not of thefe, 
that the archdeacons claim and enjoy their procurations. 
Such vijitations as are now held by archdeacons, are 
more like general rbaptr rs of the clergy, anciently held 
by the rural beans, in their, respective rjtanrfrs ; at which 
the constitution of Otho required the archdeacons to be 
often prefent ; and they being Superior to the rural titans, 
in point of jurisdiction, grew by degrees to prefide over 
them, and from thence to have the. Sole authority in 
them ; — that authority paffing, by a kind of devolution, 

Digitized by G00gk 



from the rural beans to the archdeacons. See alio Codex 
I. E. A. Tom. ii. p. 969. Tit. xui. cap. vm. 



When, however, their own power of parochial viola- 
tion was thus, in Kennett's phrafe, interfered with, it 
appears, from an epiftle of Robert Groftetefte 1 , bilhop of 
Lincoln, to his archdeacon, that the titans of tfrc countfg 
were ftill employed to convocate the rural clergy to 
*V c *™a»_£»- epifcopalrrt^rahOTM,- — " Vobit mandamut becanos archidia- 
A'tSita'ifiL cona M* veftri prtemoneatis, ur promptijint ad corwocandum 
F.ij.p.347. coram nobit pradktos rectores, vicarios, etjaeerdotes locis 
et temporibut qwbus eis mandabimus, we in pretdicando out 
alits exequendis qua ad nqftrum fpectant officium, invenia- 
mus impedimentum." — This duty they had fliared with 
archdeacons, probably, from their firit inftitution : — for 
in the l'eventh century the arcfiprftst or the archdeacon 
are charged, by the fixteenth canon of the council of 
Rouen (A.D. dcl.), to be perfonally active in the per- 
formance of fuch preliminary tneafures, and to prepare 



Amai. Mmafl. (') In the «»"ly Artidtt of Enquiry at F\Htation (the earlieft. Indeed, 

uno»ecLii "* *■ COUIlcil » of Great Britain, fave thofe of Hugh de Welles, A.D. 

Iniuifuiu i* ' Keen*, to his archdeacons, CC. M.B.etH. Vol i. p. 627), addrefled by 

*"' '"^ this learned prelate to hie church-officers (feemingly, from the leading 

article, of laical character), the firft ia — "De mid archidiacom etfuet 

familue." The fecond — "9t tetania" (rural 6 tana) " quatiter fe ha- 

beant in officii* Jiiu." And in the general Inqwfitumet de clericit et lata* 

of the year mccliii, recorded in the fame annals (p. 325), there is one 

item of examination " De did et Aoneflate archidiacottorum, uttanorun, 

et deric.orum qui minijtrant in ecdeJUi, et de mini/kit etfamvU* per- 

fonarum et aliorum t " and another, " An tweanu* et alii confjArationem 

fverutt ante adctntum epifcopL" — p. 326. 



dbyGoogle 



Sect. II.] Itatocftial VMtsain. 903 

the clergy and people for the arrival of their diocefan 
pallor in violation. — " Cum epifcopwsjuam duecefim circuit, «■ ££ ££»■ 
arcfudiaconus vel art&fpttBbgttr, eum pratre debet una out s* iu^poo. <t> 
duobus dicbus per parockias quas vifitaturus eji, et plebe JK. u .Suu. 
convocatd annunciare debet proprii pajloris adventum, et oip.se. p.11. '' 
ut omnes, exceptis infirmu, ad ejus Jynodwn die denotni- 
natd impratermifsi occurrant. Et omnimodis ex autort- 
tate St. canonum pradpere, et minaciter denundare debet, 
quod fi qui* abfque gram neceffiXate defuerit, proculdubio 
a. communions ChrijlianA Jit pellendus. Deinde accitis 
/count pretbyterts, qui in Mo loco fervitium debent exMberc 
epifcopo, quidquid de minoribtu et levioribus caufis corri- 
gere potefi, emendare fatagat ; ut pontifex veniens nequa- 
qudtm in facilioribus negotiis fatigetur, out jibi immorari 
amplius neceffe fit ibi quam expenfa Juffidat. Ait entm 
Domtnus ad Moifen de hujujhemodi cooper atortbus, ' ut 
tecum' (inguit) 'fuftentent onus populi, et non tufotus gra- 
veris ;' et beatus Joannes Baptijia adoentum Domini pra- 
currit pradkando dicens : ' Pamitentiam agite,' &c. Et 
iterum, ' Parole viam Domini,' &c." 

Laftly, the diocefan fynod of Antwerp under Miraeus 
(A.D. mdcx.) decrees — " iOecanuB ruralfe pramonitus & -ru.xxiv.ap. 
nobis, jitos pajioret moneat ut epifcopo vifitaturo, omnia "■*"*■ 
qua ad vifitationem jpeetant, praparent ; eifque in earn 
rem mittat injlructionem it nobis prcEfcriptam" 



In the ninth century, rural au&prfwts had the honour 
of entertaining the bifliop on occafion of his vijiting for 
parochial confirmation :. — when, it will be feen, the 
council of Pavia (A.D. dccclv.) catered moft Jiberally for 
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the epifcopal guefts and retinue : — " Statuhnita, ne epi- 
fcopi, quandd pro confirmando populum, parochias circum- 
eunt, art&fprtsbptttos Juos gravent, ut kigufmodi difpenfd 
contenti Jint .- Panes centum, friftringas * quatuor, vim 
fextaria quinquaginta, pulloi feptem, ova quinquaginia, 
agnum union, porcellum mum, annonam ad caballos mo- 
dios fex, foenum corr. 3 tres (fami corbes),mel, oleum, cera, 
quod fi0dt*' — 3 a fair allowance of entertainment, it 



(') Pri/lringas — written alfo fri/kingax and/re/ccngitw (fee Sirmortdi 
nobs ad capitula Karoli Calvi et fiiccejbrum, p. 8.) — they were young 
pigs, not fucking-pigs, but of larger fize, aa Sirmond and others explain 
"porcellu majors*, nondum tamen ji$i increments." They are men- 
tioned by Hincmar, in his Capitula to his archdeacons, and by many 
others. " Vadiamu (ft alii) fcrafam advliam exponunt" gloflea Spel- 
man; " nam et nojlri (inquit Vat&amu) venatoret porcum fdoeftrem 
anniculum out adidtvm fr^cAUng vacant" Gloffar. p. 250, in voce 
Frtfcmga. 

(*) " Corr. corbii or corbuM — menfiirat frvmutfmim Jpeoiei apud Bo- 
nomenfit Italot &c." See Dncange Gloffar. Tom. n. col. 580-81, in 
v ocibirn corbii corbu*. 

(') In hu annotations on the (fonuorus of Bolton (a folio of a thou- 
fand pages, beginning in mccxc, and ending in hcccxxv.) Dr. Whitaker 
has noticed (Hj/tory of Craven, p. 399 — 3d Edit.) the enormous ex- 
pence of parochial violation as then conducted. The fnm charged, as 
expended on the arehbUbop's reception at Bolton, would hare been 
fumcient, the hiliorian fays, for two hundred men and horfes. Nor will 
that be thought extravagant, when it is uuderftood that in A.D. mccivi, 
an archdeacon of Richmond, on bis vifitation, came to the priory of 
Bridlington, with a train of ninety-feven horfes, twenty-one dogs, and 
three hawks. Dugdale's Mona/L VoL ii. p. 65. See SRfiory of Wkal- 
ley, p. 17 1 ; and Hoffman's Lexicon, in voce Procnratio. Another article, 
relating to the archiepifcopal v^tlalion at Bolton, is extremely curious — 
" In prebendd el furfure equorum et canton. lYni A'ep't x v. or. oven." 
Dr. Whitaker thinks this prelate hunted' with a pack of hounds, in his 
progrefs from parifh to parilli ! Sec an extract from an indulgence of 
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mull be acknowledged, for man and horfe — confidering 

that the ecclefiaftkal legiflators, then in fynod afferabled, 
had the relief of the arcfifptcsipteral hofts in view, when 
paffing this canon of limitation. 



Pope Alexander to the clergy of BerUhire, before quoted under trifita- 
tional ihiHe* from Collier's 'Appendix. Hie writer poflefles a curious 
Utile compend of vifUaOonal duties, entitled VuctstM DC Vtftttatioitifauf 
5Epi«cojaUbu», per R.P. Aitihonium (Dopping), Epifcopum Mtdenfim, 
A.D. mdcxcvi. — Dublhdi kdcxcti. — which throws fome light on vift- 
tational duties, as exerciied by bean* rural and other ecclefmftkal 
officers. 
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SECTION III. 

Svnodical Duties. — IStBKB jfcjjnooalrs. 

confequence of the report, which beans 

ami had to make at epifcopat fynods, of 

he ftate of religion, and the conduct of the 

:lergy and laity of their tfcantfts, they were 

necejfary attendants at thefe general vifitations of each' 

diocefe 1 , appointed at ftated intervals for the whole- 

AntivMt'oj fome purpofe "of infpecting in order to reformation." 

M". . ' And thence, in the opinion of Somner, Kennett, Atter- 

s«tt(M,VoLii. bury, and others, they were designated Tejies Sy noddies 

ciurg, at Tot- — from the information communicated by them to the 



fynod, as witneffes: — but not, Gibfon fuggefts, to the 



Vol ii. f. wi. 
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whom Archbifhop Edmund's twenty-firft constitution 
cc.M,B.*tH. (AD. mccxxxvi.) thus fpeaks : — " fhnt in quolibet Btca- 

VqL I. p. 8ST. . * . . * ' 

natu duo vet tres viri, deum habentes pree oculu, qut 
excejfua publico* pralotorum, et oliorum clericorum, ad 
mandatum archtepifcopi 'vel ejus officialis, ipjis denun- 
cient :"— and who had been, nine years before, instituted 
&■ CC L T ™ hy the council of Narbonne in thefe words : — " Diftricte 
cm.MT. mandamus, ut ab epifcopis teftes fynodales in jingulix 

injlituantur parockiu, qui de fuerefi et de tdiis criminibus 

Tiu Country ( ' ) Herbert lays of the country par/on, that " he obferves violations, 

p Tr' C XI " vxA, being there, makes due ufe of them, as of clergy counciU, for the 
benefit of the diocefe." 
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mantfe/iis diligentir inquirant, po/imodum epifcopis quod 
mvencrint reltUuri." 

Thefe were the true juratoreijynodi or te/ies jynodales "jfayj 
(from whence, fays Staveley, " our Que/i-men, who are Engimlctaf. 
to be aiding and affifting to the churchwardens, are called stuuntfeet-i 
Side-men, i.e. quq/i Synod-men") — not fncceflbrs of the voii.'£l"' 
ratal titans in the office of detecting, after the latter had 
begun to decline in authority, as affirmed by Kennett; 
but, on the contrary, employed long before (" te/Hbus Aaets/u ca 
ryrwdalibus art&lpvesliptnf aut tttanintaltt/t^ctijunt," iw*?v. "W 
fays Richard) in the duty of laying informations before 
the bifhop in private at the epifcopal fee, or publicly at 
fynod. On which latter occafion, it was cuftomary — at 
an elder date than the Narbonne and Canterbury canons 
— as early, indeed, as the days of Hincmar — for the j« Hbumut 
biihop aflembled with his clergy and laity in council, p . 71b. "'"' ' 
"poft congruam allocutionem," to appoint certain " matu- Dtcr*.p.u. 
rtoret, honcjtiorts, atque veractores vtros, to give infor- c. ™. a.d. 
mation upon oath 1 concerning the manners of the 

(') Can. xvi. " Jurabunt teftes fynodales, vtl faltimjidem loco jura- ss. CC. Tom. 
menti piabunt in hdcforwd. Primo, quod per totum annum ufque ad * Y " ™ I - 5i - 
Jynodum proximam ditigenter inquirent, fimpliatir tamen de piano et 
abfque ulld jurtfdictione, qua correction** et reformatiom* tarn in cltro 
quam iapopulojint neoeffaria: et quod ilia Jidditer referent in conci&o 
provinaaii et fynodo epiJcopnU proxime ceUbrandu, poftquhm futrinf, 
requifiti ; v/urario*, adutieroe, concubinarios notorioi, feu manifejiot, et 
quo/aaupte manifefii et publics delinqutntei, tarn in ctera quhm in 
populo, quo* debitd ad hoc adhibita dtiigentiA, perquiftoerint, deferre et 
dtnuntiare, quanddjkpcr hoc requiJUifuermt, denutitiare nan cmUtenL" 
See Condi. Salitburgtnfe, ann. mccccxx, cap. n. ; alfo the title de Tefli- 
buM Synodalibut in the fourth council of Milau {A.D. mdlxxvi.), cap. vi. 
SS.CC. Tom. xii. col 296 ; — and the fame title in the council of Avignon 
{A.D. Mnxciv.), cap. iv. SS. CC. Tom. xxi. col. 1331; and of Rome 
{A.D. HDCGXKV.), SS. CC. Tom. xxi. col. 1698. 
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people within the diftrict of fupervifion l . 

sa. cc. T«n. About the title of thefe primitive fecidar witneffes, then, 
there can be no doubt. They are expreflly denominated, 
by the council of Salzburg and others, tejles publici Jive 

B>giM>. ub. H. JynodaUs. In Rheginon's Articles of Enquiry, they bear 
the title of becanf : " Si in unaqudque parocMd ttttmijint 
per villas conjlitvti viri oeraces et deijm timentes, qui 
cteteros admoneant, ut ad ecclefiam pergant ad matutinas, 
mijfam et vefperas : et nihil operis in diebus fejlis faciant. 
Et fi horum qidjpiam tranfgreffus fuerit, presbyte.ro an- 
nuntient; Jtmiliter et de luxurid, et omni opere pravo:" 

ss. cc. To«. and the fame in an early council of Rouen (A.D. dcl.)> 
can. xv., the words of which have been already adduced, 
in a note at the beginning of the floret. 

To the circumftance of the names being identical for 
the lay and jpiritual police, and the duties, as appears 
from the cited article of inquiry, fo much alike, may be 
attributed the erroneous application of the title of tejles 
JynodaUs to our fpiritual Brans ; (who were not merely 



Such preferments of the ftate of the churches, clergy, and people, 
within the diocefe of Saram, by fynodal wituefies, Mr. Boucher informs 
me, occur in regular feries in the eplfcopal regiftry during the fifteenth 
century, and particularly in the year mgcccv. In Tome few inftances the 
preferments alfo contain accounts of the lands and titles belonging to 



( ■ ) At a later date, they had to give an account of the conduct of the 
niul bcawt themlelves — " IU (in fyuodo dicecefana) eUgatdur teftea 
fynodales, Jive per otcanarug. Jive atitende ad arbUrium epijeopi, qtd 
omni exceptione majoret exploreni in totd dtieceji per paraciatJingtUo- 
rum, atipie etiam aTchidinconorum et Otrmorum actiona, de quibu* m 
proximdjj/nodo epifcopo renuntienL" And, probably, the bke reference 
to buna ratal may be intended in Archbilliop Edmund's conftitutlon, 
before quoted. 



1 Shir 



abyGoogle 



Sbct. III.] &sartftal Satin. 209 

"puri putique delators," like the lay-informers, but *Mi&cc. 
were clerical fupervifors with confiderable jurifdiction) — Ricb«d. Tom. 
a miftake firft made by Lyndwood under the guidance ' ' p ' 
of an Italian canonift, Joannes Andreas. See Card. . 
Hoftienfls fol. cxix. Juper primo Decrttatium, de Officio 
&K&£pttsbptrt:( — " utjingulte plebes &c." Johnfon's Ec- 
clef. Laws, Addenda &c. A.D. mlxtv. ; Boehmer Jus 
Eccl&fiaji. Protejiant. Lib. ill. Tit. xxxtx. § lxih. feqq. 
" an tejles fy noddies conferendi cum ptrfottentfs ?" § lxv. ; 
and particularly ISifhop Dopping's of Meath Tractatus de 
Vifitationibus Epifcopalibus, cap. xxr. pp. 48, feqq. 

Though we look in vain for any canon or constitution 
of the church bellowing on titans rural in general the 
title in queftion, ftill, in point of function, they were 
fynodal witneffea at the epifcopal fynod — as well as the 
lay-officers above mentioned — informing and attesting 
fuch diforders of the clergy and people, as, during their 
previous vifitations, they had obferved to be meet for 
epifcopal interference: — " Dum violent tocanf qfficium suutuaSycd. 
tejiiumfynodalium exerctntes, inquirantfummarii de noto- mLUju. /■ 
riis crwrinibiu et fcandalis efufdem loci, tarn clerUorvmvffiiom.flL 
qudm la'korum: et quod per Je corrigere non poterunt, coU401 ' 
epifcopo referant infra menfem, ut fecundum eorum rela- 
tionem ad plenam inquifitionem defccndat epifcopus et cor- 
rigat, ut viderit expedire." And, on one occafion, it 
feems, they were appointed with laymen to the office in 
fact, smdjhared with them the title of tefies Jynodales for ss. cc. Tom. 
the time being. Such a nomination of Starts rural 1 , arcfi- 



a the law TtfU* Synodalti ; but this is a miftake. *%^ 
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priests, and brant of er.&r(stfanftg, occurs in the fortieth 

canon of the council of Paris (A.D. mccccxxix). 

J« '&$&**• In the diocefan fynod of Antwerp (AD. mdlxxvi), the 

f m I ' Ti ioY" 1, niraI * ,eans are mvefted W*** the capacity of appointing 

tcjles Jynodales by Francis Sonnius. — Seeing that vice 

had vaftly increafed, from the want of fufficient detection 

sua. synodal and expofure, the bifliop commands his beans — " Ut in 

Dtac. dntwrp. m 

*?$!'£"'& Jtngulis parochiis conJUtuant duos viros honefios et selojbs 
tvrmtu, p. 254. teftes fynodales, qui concubinarios, adulteros, clericorum m- 
vafores acpercuffbres, ufurarios, contractu/que Hlwitox exer- 
centes, et quacunque crhnina ad nojtram correctionemjptc- 
tantia quotamiis coram ipjis beranfs out aliit ad hoc nobis 
deputandu exponent, ut kabitd inquxjitiont pojit contra eos 
procedi ad emendationem." 

The duties of beans tural, abridged as they are in 
modern days, approximate very nearly to thofe of the 
rural teftes of old ; though, in the by-gone days of the 
former's plenary jurifdiction, they far furpaffed the jura- 
tores Jynodi in the extent of their commilfion. 

But to return to dioceian fynods — whence has inci- 
dentally arifen this too long digreffion on ttjhs fynodales, 
their origin, duties, and likenefs to beans rural. 
EajtyUf/iicai The canons of the church vary in their injunctions as 
to the frequency of holding epifcopal fynods (ftill exifting, 
Bifhop Stillingfleet tells us, under the type of dioceian 
vifitations 1 ) at which brans rural, heretofore, made their 
atteftations and prefentments. Once a year, at leaft, 



Ktaa n£ZF*~ t 1 ) At the time of the Reformation under Henry VIII. the fubmiffion 

nodi, P«rt i. of the clergy made all diocefan meetings to he executive rifitations, no 

p. SOI. longer legiflative fynods : yet, when the clergy's fubmiffion was repealed 

under Queen Mary, the diocefan power of legillation returned; and in 
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(the moll ancient form of fynod, though not the molt p.'h 
dignified) was aflembled. — " Annis Jingulis epifcopus in D*cr*t.'v.i. 
Jud diiBceJi fynodum faded de Jid» clericis, neendn abba- Jm 
tibus, et dijbutiat altera* chricos et monackos." 

At this council of the diftrict, the rural Sean* of Eng- jw«om>i«- 
land were rightful coadjutors for deliberating on the £sm!' 
affairs of the church : and, when duly conftituted, the 
fynod confided of the bifhop as president, the catfjrtrnl 
titans in the name of their collegiate body of presbyters, 
the archdeacons as deputies or proctors of their inferior 
order of deacons, and the rural Starts 1 in the name of 



that reign, Bonner and other bifhops held fynods and framed conltitu- 
tions for their refpective diocefea. But now that fubmiQiou has returned 
upon us. 

(') This procQrutorial character of Bians rural, at diocefan fynods in wiikim'i Differ- 
BagUnd, did not go to the extent of fuperfeding the attendance of the ^f^fi 1 *""' 
parochial clergy ; who, in addition to the Drang and archdeacons, if the y CO, M. B. et a. 
had benefices within the diocefe, were obliged to perfonal attendance. 
If, however, at any time, the incumbent clergy were prevented attending State of the 
on the bifhop by ficknefs or other canfe ; on fuch occasions, we may a , Eighad, 
underftand, the archdeacons and ruial Drang were empowered to act for pp- 23, fcqq. 
them ; — a cuAom which obtained more particularly in the German fynods. 

In the diocefe of Saint Omer, it was particularly decreed (A.D. Stai. Sgned. 
mdlxxxiii. — mdcxi.) that all pallors ihould be perfonaUy attendant. >rit. nn, c . u. 
They were not to be excufed on the plea, of parochial duties, funerals, P- '"■ 
or maniages ; nor were the or and to admit any excufea as jnftifylng 
abfence, tin, on conviction of their neceflity or probability, they had pre- 
tented them to the bifhop for examination. " Interim et pro ft et pro 
fui dtjirictiu pafloribtu rrJpotuUant, adfmt necne, ab/hUet nommenl tt 
feripto tradaiti." And the like was decreed by the diocefan fynod of Stat. Sgsod. 
Ypres {A.D. mdlxxyii.) ; lady abbefles alone being excufed, cuftoma- jb'Tca/m^ 
rily, from perfonal attendance, and allowed to depute their confeflbrs P- *• 
and chaplains iuftead. 

P2 
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the parochial clergy, as the proper delegates and (land- 
ing reprefentatives of that body, to confult with the 
bifhop upon all matters connected with the church and 
I 3 ' ^lmk ^ ^ 0C8 ^ difcipline — " V t qua ex ip/orumjudicio reforma- 
ts, iviu. tione opus habere comperientur, communi confilio emenden- 
tur." And fo on the continent, in Belgium and the 
unifp ^Tit ^joining ftates, Van Efpen reports, " GeneraliteY vocari 
mil. e. i. p.iw. capitulum epifcopale, reverendo$ dominos abbates, abbatiffas, 
prspofilos, atcfifptesbpteros rotates, 'prior m, priorijfat, ca- 
te.ro/que omnes, qui dejttre vet confuetudine fynodo dvtce- 
fana inter eff'e debent." See alio Statuta Synod. Diacefan. 
Yprenf. cap. n. (A.D, mdlxxvh.) 

The number of thefe fynods in each year varied, as 

above ftated, at different periods and places — once — 

twice — thrice — no general rule prevailed. Once, however, 

Sjpod.Bafit. may be faid to have been the mojl frequent ufage — "Ad 

ss,cc. Tom. minus /emel in anno, ubi mm ejl confuetudo bit annuatim 

celebrari." But, in the ancient formulary for holding 

cO* Ota* them in England, the order is that they be convened twice 

>f England. a year, and fuch Wake afferts to have been the mea- 

fure of them here ; though the common direction of the 

canon law, with which Lyndwood agrees, was once only. 

c< Vjw ~ ^ n e P"ftk °f the archbifhop of Rouen (circa A.D. 

p! ,',*' '"' * mcclxxx.) de Regularium Privilegiis orders every irietro- 

™n- ■>■ politan to hold a provincial council, annually, " nonjblum 

de epi/copis, verum etiam de capitulis cathedralium et ali- 

arum ecclefiarum, abbatibus exemptis et non exemptis, 

necndn de Itetanfs ruralibns et aliis ecclefiqjiicis viris deiim 

timentibus et peritiam habentibus litterarum ; ut communi 

omnium confilio, cum dictum negotium omnes tangat, via 

communis et utilis eligatur ad obviandum periculis, et onus 

pro/equendi negotium ab omnibus /upportetur Stc." 
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In Germany, the confutation of Cardinal Campegio jj£JjLSi?~ 

(AD. mdxxiv), before referred to, bids the celebration of p-* m - 
an epifcopal fynod by each diocefan bifhop, "Jmguio 
anno Jaltim cum potioribus pralatit, ttttanfc nttalfbus, ct- 
rifque dignis :" — but the Formula Reformationis {A.D. Farm. k^™. 
mdxlviii.) under the head de Ordinum Ecclejiofticorvm 57S.pp.aT a so. 
Qfficiit, recurs to the olden cuftom of twice, — enjoining 
all ecclefiaftica) officers, whether archdeacons, ifiorrpf- 
stopf, arttjptesbpttrs, or beans ratal, "jynodia epifco-palibus 
interejfe, referre, et exponere illic face portiuncula fiaium 
ct unit cumpartibus confulere ac decernere &c." So alfo ss.cc.Tom. 
the council of Cologne under Adolphus (AD. mdxlix.) : 
" Bis quotannis pro veteri more." And the latter alfo p* u f'*f 
prefcribes that the titans and their co-attendants fhould p-soa. ' 
have their expences paid by the perfons whom they 
reprefented, and grants a power of compulflon on non- 
payment: — "lOlcanf collegiorum accedentes ad fynodum Tiioiissiu. v. h 
pro/uu collegiis in religionis officio et dignitate fad con- p.ii.Lliii.cJi! 
fervandis : et Uttanf raralts pro face regiuncula parochiu 
deo utique militant. Nemo verd militat unqudm fuis dif 
pendiis: Propterehjiatuimus, ut pro numero dierum, quibus 
concilium durat, conftrant tutanis fuis collegia, ct parochi 
jubfidia in Jumptus, quos neceffarid facere debent, abjque 
omni tergiverfatione" 
The fynod of Cambray" (A.D. mdl.) legiflates for the 



(') Attached to the report of the provincial council of Cambray (A.D. Acta Condi. 
mdlxv.), are the names and titles of eighteen rural Drang — " aubfptt* j,^' "■'' 
bgtrvl feu Decani *f DriBtianltaKs diactfu Cameracenfis, thm Juu quhm 
cuTatorumJiiarum'OttanatU'iim rcfpective nominibus :" and others, again, CC.Rekm. 
appear in the mnlter-roll of names, " thm de jure qu&m de conjuetu- 1^ 9 iiiorf, 
dine," prefent at fynod in tbe diocefe of Lifienx. Lemniemfit. 
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%£s£dicL ^ewnal retinue on the occafion :— " Quilibet bttanus pro 
mcrace*/. p.72. j^ ^ duobus facerdotibus fui ftttanatos, quinque eqms, et 
qu&liket die.pro quolibet equo,fecundum dijlantiam locorum, 
octo grojjis twonenfibus regalibus Jit contentus, veniendo 
ad fynodum, et remanent ibidem, quoufqui computus fieca- 
notum Jint Jiniti, et per unam diem uUrhi nifi de mandato 
Domini &c. diuttus remanere debeant." 

In the diocefe of Yprcs in Flanders, it had been cuf- 
tomary to hold two annual conventions of the dignified 
and inferior clergy in the cathedral church; but, in 
confequence of divers inconveniences experienced by 
the parochial clergy in attending a fecond time, it was 
decreed, under the fanction of the fynod of mdlxxvii, 
that the htana alone ftiould be obliged to a fecond at- 
tendance, at the joint expence of all the clergy, in the 
fltoffiw D ^ no P s P 8 !* 06 : — " & e rebus reUgionis, et dejlatu eccle- 
Titi.«p.v. Jiarum,fuis et pajlorum fuorum nominibus cum epifcopo 
communicaturi : neenon dedaraturi, fi qua dfficultate* 
pqft noviflimam fynodum ftAorta fuerunt, qua commode" 
ujque ad alteram fynodum differri nonpojpunt ; atque ctiam 
audituri, qua ipfis ex officio proponi continget," &c. 
fcjtoffljb- A privilege of confolidating the two meetings, again, 
p. isi.4.0. ' into one, on the united authorities of the Tridentine, 
Lateran, and Bafll decrees, was ceded to the difcretion 
of the bifhop by the council of Rouen (A.D. mdlxxxi.J, 
in expectation of a proportionate increafe of care and 
attention to the duties of the fingle leflion ; which were 
s& cc. Tom. provided for by exprefs canon : — " In ipfis archidiaconi et 

xu. col. MB. J. . . J . .» 

ccRoumag. otcam ruralts de curatts t&m prafentibus, quton abfenttbus, 

p.si5.cui.xxxi. epifcopo debent reddere rationem, et omnia in vijitaiione. et 

calendU audita et comperta referri, examinari, acjudicari, 

nLiii & Jiatuenda pubHcari." And the fame precept appears 
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in the canons of the council of Rheims (A.D. mdlxxxhi.) 
— and of Saint Omer of the fame year : — the latter of am4*^ 
which fynods enacts, "38(tan(, quibufcum ante et poji an-m-n. 
Jynodum At toto dicp-ccfis Jialu et bono, agendum, nobis eft, P ' 
maturius adfint, et uno atque altero diefynodi dUmprave- 
niant, et quid its faciendum Jit, d, nobis poft fynodum man- 
data accipiant" 

But of the frequency of holding epifcopal conventions 
we have faid enough ; — a few extracts explanatory of 
the tttcanal duties in connexion with them, and we have 
done — referring the reader, who may be defirous of more 
detailed information, to Van Efpen de Synod. Diacef. &c. 
Part I. Tit xvni. cap. i. p. 105. and the Directorium Sy- 
nodale of the diocefe of Cologne published by Arch- 
bifhop Maximilian, A.D. mdclxii. 

In council aflembled, the beans delivered to the pre- 
siding bifhop their acta bisftatfonis, attefting the feme by 
oath ; and otherwife informed him, orally or by letter, 
of the temporal and fpiritual circumftances of their re- 
fpective Stcanatts — particularly delivering to him formal 
prefentments, infcriptis, of all that was amifs in the rural 
diitricts under their charge ; and availing themfelves of 
the opportunity of paying the feveral taxes due on ac- 
count of the parochial clergy to the diocefan ; of which 
imports, as we fhall hereafter fhew, they were the official 
collectors. Such was the ufual routine, " in obedience 
to the oft-repeated injunction that bade them to be dili- 
gent in their delegate, refponfible overfeerfhip, and to 
report every thing to the bifhop." But when the matter 
of their prefentments was urgent, and required imme- 
diate epifcopal interference, they waited not for the flow 
formality of the periodical fynod, but went at once with 
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their complaint to the bilhop in private, and received 
his instructions thereon '. 

Even monthly* reference to the bilhop (under, the title 
of " the ordinarie") is ordered in the Glouceftcr Injunc- 
cc.at.B.tiji. tiona of Cardinal Pole {A.D. mdlvi.) — "Touchinge the 
clergie" can. xiv. All prefentments are commanded to 
be thus often laid before him, or his chancellor, by the 
Stan ratal, the churchwarden fupplying them to the 
latter : — " That every "Stunt do fende all the prefent- 
ments, that fhall come to his hands, to the ordinarie, or 
his chauncelor, monthelie uppon pain of contempt." — 
which prefentments are, by the fame Injunctions, "Tottch- 
ingt the laitie" can. xvn., ordered to be delivered by the 
churchwardens into " the handes of the titan of the 
btantft, as they will avoyde the daunger of perjurie, and 
forfeting of theire recognizances." 

But to go back to epifcopal fynods of earlier times, of 

the economy of which, as well as the concern of beans 

rural therein, the fee of Augsburg offers an ancient and 

very interelting example. 

3kE33w'5! In tnat diocefe » St-Udalric, a canonized faint of the 

turn* 1 "'™. tentn century. was wont to felect, in conjunction with 

TbamtSBa.r. ti (■) This uniformity of reference on the part of ttean* rural to the 
nefleiii, Tom.t bifliop, at his fee, or at vifitation, or fynod, is invariably obferved by 
cc l RaWr continental councils of the fifteenth and feventeenth centuries: — witnefs 

jPtoo. p.ii. thofeofAugaburg(^.D. MDiiivi.andMi>xi.vni.); of Cumhraj (A.D. Mot. 

''' and mdlxv.) ; of Mulinea (A.D. wjmi.) ; of Meluu (A.D. mdlxii*.); 

of Rheimi (A.D. mdlixxiii.) ; of Acqui (A.D. irownf.); of Rouen 

(A.D. MDCxivur.) ; and innumerable others. 
c«p. v. p.95. (*) The bean rural is ordered by the Reformatio LL. Ecclef. to lay 

his prefentment before the bilhop or ordinary " infra decern die* tn 

Jcriptu." 
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his an&pHSbnttrs, fuch places for his fynods as were Be.an»rfjw 
leaft liable to civil interruption ; and there, in fecluded S^uLm. 
conference, to make ftrict inquiry of the attendant ard>- 1 xxxnn.iw. 
prtrsts and beans, into the ftate and condition of their e" mUnii™ i« 
fubject churches, the morals, and religious obfervances p. w'Zsa.' 
of the inhabitants, &c. — " CongregatU ante ft clericts, 
artfrtprtsbatttos et Setanos, e( optimot quos inter eos inve- 
mre potuit, cauti interrogavit, quatenus quotidianum dbi 
Jerxitium ab eu impkretur, et qualitir UUs popvlus fubactus 
ex eis regeretur in fludio pratdicandi docendique, qvan- 
t&quc cauteld infantes baptizarentur, infirmi vifitarentur et 
ungerentur, defunctorum etiam corpora quantd compaffione 
fepulturia traderentur, viduis et orpkanis in univerfia necef- 
fitatibua fubvenirent, quantoque fiudio in hofpitibua et 
advenis Chrijio minijirarent, fi Jubintroductas mulieres 
Jecum habuiffent, et inde crimen fufpicionis inderent; Ji cum 
canibua et accipitrtbus venationes fequerentur, tabernat 
caufd edendi vel bibendi ingrederentur, fi turpea jocoa in 
ufu haberent,fi ebrietates et commejfationea fupra modum 
amarentjfi rixis et conterUionibus et (Emulationibus dejer- 
virent; fi nuptiis fecidaribus intereffent ; fi aliqui eorum 
minifieria indecentia in confuetudine haberent : Ji per 
lealendas more antecejj'orumjuorum ad locajiatuta conte- 
nirent, ibique folitas orationea explerent, fuajque eccle/tas 
ad tempus reviferent: Ji obedientiam eorum magijiris pra- 
bviffent, et in toto fuo minijierio devoti et apti manere 
fiudmffent. Rejponfione autem de interrogatis factd et 
ration?, veritatia perceptd Jlontibus in rectitudme dulciffimee 
confolationia gratid gratificamt et ut deinceps h normuld 
juftitieE ne deoidrent, Juavi colloquio admonuit, erroneoa 
autem per devia incedentes fratrea dignia terruit correp- . 
tionibus, et, ut pofiea confueta vitia omitterent, pracepit* 
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Such were the interrogatories put to the affembled clergy 
by the fainted prelate of Augsburg. 

The next century affords a very copious defcription 
of the formula of holding a diocefan fynod, in the year 
hxxii, at Salingeftat in Germany. It has been copied 
' by Van Efpen, and translated by Dr. Field. But the 
J^*" R *' interrogatories of St. Udalric will fufficiently explain the 
concern of if arts rural therein ; — and to his long cata- 
logue of inquiries maybe added another of prefentments 
of a later date ; which the biihop of Padua has left us, 
(bearing date A.D. mcclxxxiv, in fynodo apud 8. Hippo- 
lytum) — charging the clergy, generally, to make known 
to their titans in fcriptis, within a month, all perfons 
obnoxious to the defects and crimes enumerated therein 
as meet for accufation ; and the beans, on their part, to 
lay the lame before the bifhop at fynod, on pain of grave 
punjfhment. — The catalogue, below given, contains 
many curious items of impeachment '. 



{') " Accufandi flint circa infra fcripta." 
" Hi font defectum et culpa, crimina et articvli, de qmbiujunt clerici 
quiUbet accufandi ; contra quot poieru.nl comprobari : abfentet a capi 
tulo lam plebant, quam vicarii; item abfentet a fuit benefiaU ; item 
voc'ati ad ordwui et nan venientet ; item ordinati ah aiiit epifcopit; item 
cohabila nt et mamfefte ; item concubinat in. aliit domibtu habmtei pub- 
lice ; item tabernarii, luforei, et alios diffbluta vita. Item clerici ta- 
bernat in Jitit domibtu habentet. Item plebani, qui vicariot fuos JuJH- 
nent eohabitare. Item clerici ufurarii, anticipatores, et anSquam 
monetam pro nova mutuanles. Item alckanifttt!, el qui utuntur falfa 
monetd et argenlo. Item qui peregrinoi, et ignotot recipiunl in fociot. 
Item qui facramtnta ecdefite vendunt, et fiiper remeiRu decedeidium, 
amventionem faciuTtt, antequam fepetiatur dtfunctut. Item qui prop- 
ter augendum cenjum confitetum amovent idimeot ab ecdefiii et infix- 
tuunt rninvt dignm. Item qui decimal el proventus, five reditu* eccU- 
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So copious are the articles of inquiry, juft introduced 
into our text, from the canonized Udalric of Augsburg, 
and fo full the foot-note of delatabk crimes and defects 
of the bifhop of Padua at St. Hippolyte, that it is fcarce 
necenary to offer any farther illustration of the nature 
and character of the fynodal prejentments of titans ratal, 
from later councils. We will fill up the gap of inter- 
vening centuries with a. few only of the many preventable 
facts, offences, &c. of other churches, culled from their 
documentary and concUiar collections; and will add, 
from the fynods of Milan, Cologne, and ReiuTen, in par- 
ticular, the laft authentic memorials we poflefs of the 
connexion of tttam ratal with epifcopal conventions ; — 
concluding our extracts with a few notes on the coftume 



fiarumjuarum laid* conferunt, qittinu impo/terum ecclefire Aefraudan- 
tur. Item eapeUam caflrorum, mUaru-mfiu ckritatum, qui non vrmtrnt 
ad capitula et conventtu. Item apojlata; et de apqftajia fufpeciL Item 
qui inter (Sdi,fiifpenfi vel exoommuntcaU celebravertuit, oelfe ingeffenmt 
dintnit. Item qui voluntarie laicot fibi crmflH.uv.nt advocatot. Item 
mii in foro ficulari prtejiimunt advocate qfieium exercere. Item ha- 
bentes pluralUatem beneficiorum. Item qui corpus CkriJH et chnfma 
fithjideli cujbu&d nan refervant. Item fine min$ro ocUbrante*. Item 
reUgiqfi fine Hccntid epifcopi plebet regente*. Item plebani qui Jiiat 
aHU locant ecclefiat, et vicariat ajfumunt regendtu. Item dilapida- 
torei fuarum eccle/iarum. Item qui Jymoniad ordinet vel beneficium 
fiyheperuni. Item illegitimi habentei bencficia cum curd animarum. 
Item qui fine mvefttturd epifcopi et inftitutione canonicA ecclefiat reei- 
phaU, atone regunt. Item qui perjubdiaeonum vel tKcmura plebet fiuu 
in viatico et eanfeffione procvrari pemuttunL Item 911* excommuni- 
cato*, vel interdictos redpiunt ad ecelejia/ticam fipulturam. Item gut 
fine liceniid jwfirA in oraioriii vel eccUJOs nan conftxra&t, vel violatit 
mijfat celebrant. Item qui in aemeterut non confecraUt vel violatit 
permittunt mortuot fipeUre. Item qui fitbplantatoret fitnt et antiei- 
patoret. Item tranfgreffbre* omnium preedtctonanftatuloruen." 
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and behaviour of thefe officers, when in attendance at 
them. 

Thus writes the fynod of Cambray (AD. mdlvi.) — 
ntaetaAniiqxa '• 39etanf omnium ufurariorum manifeflorwn et excommu- 

Synodi Camera- •> . * • ». A 

cci«b,MDL.p.73. nicatorum per annum et diem, tottusjut ortanatus nomma 
et caufas excommunicatorum in fcheduld deferant anno 
quolibet adfynodum vel computum &c." — " Item referant 
nomina presbyterorum omnium qui in j'uis ttecanatibtis illo 
anno obierunt, ut infynodo abfolvantur &c." 
biaof Frr»fi " The ttmn ratal or soptrfntrnliant," fays the biihop of 
JZZ«u.*t Norwich (A.D. mdlxxx.), " (hall make faithful,. careful, 
on juii-i f»Mri. aa ^ diligent inquiry,- not only of every minifter in the 
^££iu£m. bfanrg, but alfo of every man of account j which may 
either be profitable or dangerous to the ftate, in their 
feveral parifhes. And exhibit their names, according to 
every feveral trtanrg, in a fair long parchment fcroll, to 
the biihop, or his chancellor; to remain with them, 
or either of them : giving advertisement from time to 
time, of their amendment, or waxing worfe and wori'e. 
Whereby the biihop mall be able to cut off any mifchief, 
as it firfl fpringeth forth ; and be a moft notable inftru- 
ment of advertifing and preferring the eftate. Befides, 
by the authority refident, and as it were overwatching 
the behaviour of the neighbours round about, all fmaller, 
ufual offences, as fwearing, drunkennefs, lewd, lafcivious 
talk, and fuch other enormities, which are as it were 
entrances into the more grievous and enormous fins, 
may be retrained and punifhed. Which now are jetting 
matters, of imall account." {See more in loco — where 
Freak propofes that the beans fhould fit judicially on 
delinquents, as afliftaiits to the bifhop or chancellor in 
fynod aflembled.) 
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The council of Bourdeaux (A.V. mdlxxxui.) impofes ss.cc.Tom. 
tin Srans rural the fynodkal duty of making known to ' eo ' 
the diocefan all vacant benefices, the names of non-refi- 
dent clergymen, and thofe who, being poflefled of bene- 
fices, are not ordained priefts, within their refpective 
jurifdictions : and the like canons parted the council of w* coL 1s °t- 
Narbonne, cap. xxvin. (A.D. mdcjx.) 

The fynod of Liiieux enacts (de bccanis) " Ut per *** La«. 
cedillas fuas injmgulis fynodis Jidelitir — nobis referant, /W p.n. 
aut vicariis nqflris, qui Jint curati non refidentes, vbi p " 
morentur, et de cau/SJute non refidenciee, ac de eorumdem 
curatorum vicariis, fi et quandd fuerint d. nobis appro- 
bati &c." 

The fifth council of Milan, under Cardinal Charles cn^-Pirtiii. 
Borromeo, records the ordinary duties of rural titans s&cc. Tom. 
(there termed " bfcarff t axanti "), and thofe which more "i. « "xix, 
particularly fell to their lot at the epifcopal fee, on 
occafion- of a congrtfs of the bifhop and his clergy — 
" Cum fynodalis dies propi adeji, bfcnrif fotantl pridii 
illius diei adfint fumrno mane in adibus epifcopalityts ; 
eoque ipfo die quamprimum epi/copo nomina, et cogno- 
mina tradant, eaque ordine defcripta,Jacerdotum a et cleri- 
corumjingulorum, qui adfynodum conveniunt, ac rursus 
abfentium caufis JtgiUntlm item defcriptis, quamobrem fy- 
nodo non adfint. Idque prater qfficium legitime excu- 
fationis, quam, qui abfunt, epifcopo qfferre et probare 
debenf 

In the following century to Borromeo, Maximilian UrtcteriMMS^ 
Henry, archbiihop of Cologne (A.D. mdclxii.), com- dn\. w™. 4. 
mauded his beans rural to perform the like duties four 
days antecedent to the aflembling of the diocefan fynod ; 
at which each rural btan is ordered to deliver in a 
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mttcMUni- formal document to this effect : — " Ego N.N. pqfior in 
N. tetanus ffij)risiinn(tatfs N. y«£ archidiaconatu N. con- 
Jlituta, habeo fub meo detfanatu parockias numero N.N. 
infer £«a$ aliqius funt Jiliales, videlicet N. dependens h 
matrice N. item N. dependens a. matrice N. capellas N. 
parochia H.Jicut ex antiquis documeniis conJlat,folvere 

confuevit ad taxationem . ... ad decimationem 

et ad cathedraticum ." 

Laftly, the council of Reuffen (A.D. mdccxx.) fummons 
Uw>a s^ppu- annually a diocefan fynod upon the ufual footing, — " in 
r™!vi.coLss6! qud, collatit epifcoporum cumjuo clero conjiliit" fays the 
fynod, "Jlatuantur ea, qua pro communion totius diacejis 
bono jlatuenda mdebuntur, et caueatur, ne, qua bent Jla- 
tuta funt, temerentur;" — and then it proceeds to the 
duties, more efpecially, of protopresbyters or rural beans 
in connexion with this convention : — " Ad fynodorum 
diocefanarumfructum ub&rius affequendum protopresrjgttri, 
Jive tetani, quibus id potijfimi incumbit, ac etiam parocM 
infud, vel vicind parochid difpiciant, an ii, qui curam ani- 
marjm gerunt, refideant, et folliciti JideUum faluti inoigi- 
lent : an infacramentis fancti minijlrandis, in rudiutn, ac 
puerorum ad doctrinam Chrijlianam in/Htutione, caterifque 
qfficiia cure? porockiulis diligenterfe prazftent ; an ecclefia 
J'aneta tecta Jint, obferventur, ac ornamentu,etJacrdfup~ 
pellectili congrui inftructce; an ea, qua injynodoprovin- 
ciali decretajunt, obferventur, tarn quoad internum, quant 
quoad externum ecclejiarumjtatum. Inquirant, an populut 
colat dies feftos, et frequens conveniat ad divina officio ; 
anjtjunia obfervet Jlatutis temporibut; an aliqui Jint facri- 
legi, blajphemi, excommunicati, j'cMfmatici, ac de magid, et 
fuperjiitione fu/pecti, eaque omnia ad ordinarium Jcripto 
deferant ante Jynodwn diaxefanam, ut tit opportune' malts 
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medeatur." See Van Efpen Jur. Ecclefiqft. Unto. Part i. 
Tit xvm. pp. 106-7. — on the Milanefe and other dio- 

celan fynods. 



On the above and all other occallons of clerical amfi.spnd. 

, , , , , . , Eni/cop. Altrc- 

gathering, it behoved the arc&prtestt or titans ratal ' to **. a.d. 
wear their proper canonical veftments, as the aloe, and Thorn.* r. it 
ftole or fcarf—" Sttanf ©iirfstfanf faffs fanctamjj/nodttm p.h.u m"^ 
intrmt albis et Jiolis" fays the council of Arras (AD. ' ''' 
hcccclv.) — and the parocfd (according to the Cologne 9 
canons of A.D. mcclxxx.) were to wear their Juperpelli- 
aurrt or furplice alone ; — which garb the fuperior func- 
tionaries were to fee duly obferved by their inferiors. 
Indeed, it was, in general terms, enacted by ihefynodal A*t.siaM* 
Jiatutes of the fee of Autun, that the artfcprf rsts fhould &%*%. iiuj. 
be attentive to the habiliments of their fubject priefthood e. «4. 
—that they were fuitable to the occafion — "Cavtant 
arcjfpvesujjterf ut eorum fubdUi vemant ad fynodum m 



(') The drefe of Wtnl OfKIlS at their own chapter-Tneelingt is elfewhere fWote L in. 
noticed. It was alio the iiibject of ecclefiaftical regulation on ordinary L p ' 
occafions — " Omnu gnant tut aha decentir meedant in kabitu clerical', 
et cappii claufi* utantur:" — where Lyndwood telb us decenter may gl to i. dtcndOr. 
refer " adformam, langitudinem, bra>itatein,Jirictit*idinem, vrl amtpli- 
tttdattm veftium." As to colour, red and green were forbidden, alfo 
ftripea and parti-coloor*. Bat we have not information enough in the 
glob upon habitu clericali, to attire OUT functionaries ix ™» iroiir if gL In r. habiiu 
tV Kt+aMp, ; — and therefore we leave them with a hope that they neither ckricah - 
drefled too finart nor too mean — " nee tamit folgidu, nee rami* Jbrdi- 
di» veJHbtu." On cttppee claufie fee before ; alfo Macri ffieroUxicon, 
p. 131. in v. cappa ; p. 583. in v. /tola ,■ p. 601. in v.Juptrpelliceum. 

(') XtttsUs bf CXtti in Uxojynodi cwnpareantjiolu rubri* latioribiu" — Director, ggmt- 
fojs the Synodal Directory of the archbifliop of Cologne, A.D. mchtii. c&tjjj£' 
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«*»*«» habitu competenti." The £i'A«r Synodalis of the bifliopric 
p.4s«-3T. of Seez (A.D. mdxxiv.) impofes the feme garb on all, 
without dift.inct.ion of grade — " Ut eorum quilibet refpec- 
tivi kabeant et deferant union caputium honejlutn cum cor- 
netd, tunicam talarem ac longam," &c. — under a penalty 
of forty Turonefe fliillirtgs for difobedience. The fynod 
DtcntaStm*. of Tournay (A.D. mdlxxiv.) adds : " Ut jejuni et rafify- 
wm * '"' nodum intrent, ufque. ad ftnem permanfuri, aique auditwi 
quidquid in to Jlabilietur et conJiUuetur V And the 
¥\f M Tit rM ' fy" ^ °^ Lifieux prohibits " Ne tunc per ccclefiam vagen- 
sj^Ilw tur out ambuient, nee in ed confabuUntur," &c. 
as. he. to.p. Both priefts and att&prfests were to conduct themfelves 
w. ~ with becoming circumfpection to and from the conven- 
tion, that is, going and returning by the road : (fee CC. 
Rotomog. Provinc. P. n. p. 78 ; Prcecepta 3Srtan(s, &c.) ; 
and while in attendance at the epifcopal fee within the 
cc.Rot<mag. province of Rouen, they were to be lodged and boarded 
p.i™i.sutm.x. at the palace of the archbifhop and the houfes of the 
prebendaries ; or in the abfence of fuch accommoda- 
tion, (which had been long difcontinued in the year 
MDcxxvm.), it is enacted, " Que chacun troptn fera Election 



a*fi. Jyna/ai. (') By ft conci/iar order of the fee of Arras {A.D. mcccclv.), cu titled 
totf'j'jx ""* " -De contumocid non venietttium odjynodum vet miidu debiti receden- 
fium ab eddem" — Sean* rural are enjoined to bring with them to the 
convention thejynodal conJUtutiom of the diocefe; and, before leaving 
the aflembly, to exhibit them to the bifhop or hu reprefeutative, on pain 
of ei communication, and forfeiture of forty millings to be applied to 
pious nfea. 

By the precept* addreued to the 6 (an* of the province of Rouen 
{A.D. mccxlv.), they are bade to correct their Jynodal inftructiont 
according to the decrees of the provincial council, and to fee that the 
copies held by the presbyters are corrected. 
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d'une maifbn rigtdikre, pour s'y loger avec les curez de 
Jon toogtntie, et y prendre fa rlfection." But, in a later 
fynod of the year mdcxci, it is deemed enough, " Qu'ils Ej^d. v .\is. 
(les curez) avertiront, le toogtn total des logemens qu'ils 
auront ckoifis dans la vUIe pendant le Jynode, afin qu'il 
puiffe les trouoer aiiiment, en cos que nous ayom befoin 
d'eux," fays the archbifliop, " pour rigler les qffhires de 
hurt iglifes." 

The ancient 1 fynodical honour of beans ratal in Eng- 
land is fhared, in modern days, between the church- 
wardens on the one fide, and the reprefentatives of the 
parochial clergy, termed proctors, on the other; — the saaatoum 
former being the grand inqueft upon every vilitation, «, n. 
the teftes Jynodales of their refpective parishes, bound on 
oath to prefent all offenders or violators of the laws of 
the church; — the latter (nominally) reprefenting the 
diftriot clergy in convocation, as heretofore the rural 
beans reprefented them in provincial and epifcopal fy- 
nods. " While the tatjttotal torans and archdeacons ftill ?««*«- 

(dtla, Vol. II. 

keep their ancient right of fitting in convocation," re- p-mm. 
marks Kennett, " the rural toeans alone have been forced 
to give place to an arbitrary election of two only for 



(') Till the rebellion (A.D. hrcili.), we are told by Dean Prideaui, DtncHimt to 
" diocefan fynods were kept up in the diocefe of Norwich, and all the jm, Edit.p.178. 
clergy of the diocefe conftantly met at them every year — that is, the *" F "" k 'j' 
clergy of Suffolk at Ipfwich, and the clergy of Norfolk at Norwich. la ^mjn, Nor- 
which fynods the own* ratal, having prefented whatfoever they had Z^^^"" 1 ' 
found defective, either in the manners and duties of the clergy, or in the 
repartition of the church, chancel, or minitler's honfe, in every piirilh, 
within their refpective onnrfrf, care was thereon taken of rectifying 
whatfoever was amirs herein." 
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every diocefe, inftead of one by {landing place for every 
bf antra."- 

jnaitficc. In France, however, on the authority of Richard's 

Jrm.M. ' Analyjis of the Councils, rural artfyirfttt* were honoured. 

™ ' not long fince (during the eighteenth century), in the 

archiepifcopal fynod. of Paris, with a dignified ftation on 
the left of the archbifhop, where they were affociated 
with the tarfirbral au&prftsts. And in the diocefan 

%£j* t *M? t ' fy 110 ^ <rf Salzburg, annually held throughout the pro- 

**"*' *" "am ™ce, t nev a ^° appeared in neceffary connexion with 
bifhops, or their reprefentative cominiflaries, constituting 
local church-conventions. Nor were they overlooked, 

jnr.EeeLVaiv, according to .Van Efpen, about the fame time, in the 

c iii. p. 108. ' epifcopal fynods of Belgium. 

In fome few of our Englifh diocefes, wherein the office 
of titan rural has been revived, and is fuftained with 
praifeworthy alacrity and zeal — the diocefans co-operat- 
ing with their rural delegates in rendering the difcharge 
of the tttcanal duties as efficient as poffible to church- 
difcipline — a faint imitation of the epifcopal fynod of 
elder times has been introduced with the heft fuccefs. 
The prelates of the fees alluded to, annually, or oftener 
if occaflon require it, invite the btans of the different 
btanuffs to a friendly conference at their refpective pa- 
laces ; and, while there entertaining them as welcome 
guefts at their hofpitable boards, difcufs with them the 
general condition of the ecclefiaftical cantonments of 
their diocefes — receiving from the hands of the brans 
their acta vifitationis (or articles of vifitational inquiry 
duly rilled up), prefentments, &c, and advifing with them 



dbyGoogle 



Skt. III.] Sjptoftital »wi«. 

habere comperientur, communi confiiio eme?identur." Such 
is the ufage, I am happy to fay, of the diocefe of Sarum, 
commenced and zealoufly fupported by the venerable 
and learned Bifhop Burgeis ; and the like, I believe, 
obtains in the diocefe of Winchefter — examples of pri- 
mitive practice well worthy of univerfal imitation '. 



(') Hie Reformatio LL. Ecckf. would have reftored the ancient epi- 
fcopal fyuoda in each diocefe j — See the fectiou " De eccleftd, tl miniftris 
ejtu, Worumque ojRcitfc" " Cap, xix. De fynodo cujiutibet epijcopi in 
fud diocefi." This and the four following chapters contain many ofeful 
and practicable fuggeftions, in cafe of their revival, at any tine, by the 
church of England. The time of the annual convention was to have 
been notified by the bifhop to the rural clergy by the Inftrumentality of 
the mral Dns* — " per D«sno# ruri fparjot" — elfewhere called " attbt- 
ptMoDttri ruVrttiBi," and " ottmi malt*." See cap. v. 
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SECTION IV. 

Supervision op the Laity. 



CHAPTER L 

Prefatory Arrangement. — Supervibal of Laical Offences. 

M the numerous, I fear, wearifome extracts, 

which have been adduced in corroboration of 

the controverted vijitational duties of beans 

rural, and thofe undifputed ones, which, both 

in Great Britain and on the Continent, they performed 

at epifcopal conventions, many items of their perjbnal 

functions have been incidentally, but briefly, touched 

upon. 

The object there in view was not to anticipate, or 
fuperfede, a formal clarification of individual duties in 
fiibfequent pages, but merely to illuftrate the vifitatorial 
and fy nodical capacities of the officer, — not to particu- 
larize and explain every item of perfonal fer vice, but fuch 
only as were neceflarily performed at vifitaUon and fynod. 
A large number have reference neither to the one nor to 
the other occafion ; and theft remain entirely unnoticed. 
The canons and obfervations, therefore, now and 
hereafter to follow, propofe to fpeak of the latter, that is, 
of the whole range of perjimal duties in detail (faving 
vijitational and fynodical attendance, &c.) — whether per- 
taining to the maintenance of church-difcipline in the 
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peribns of the laity or the clergy, or to the general fup- 
port of external decency and order in the ecclefiaftical 
concerns of the country. 

The fubjects alluded to will, collectively, occupy the 
remaining fections of the prefent divifion — Part iv. ; and 
will be diftributed in the following order : — In the firjl 
ftction we fhall place the obligation impofed on our rural 
wnSQW of fuperviflng the parochial laity — of inquiring 
into, and fuppreffmg, all laical profanenefs and immorality 
— and of performing certain purgational, exorcijlkal, 
catechijiical, funereal, and tejlamentary duties towards 
lay-members of the church. To ihefecond head (though, 
in point of number and importance, paramount) we fhall 
affign the fervices of foeane ratal towards the parochial ParoeH«iAnH- 
clergy; whose manners and miniftrations they were p.1ss.'' 
more efpecially bound " to infpect and cenfure." Laftly, 
we fhall conflder, under as many feparate fections and 
chapters as the great variety of the fubject-matter may 
require, the refidue of the perfonal functions of brans 
rural — thofe, namely, of a mixed minifterial character, 
bearing both on the clergy and their flocks — which were 
performed by titans rural, as public functionaries, under 
the authority of the hierarchy, for the general fupport of 
church-difcipline and good order, in the rural diftricts of 
each diocefe. 

To begin, then, with the parochial laity — whom the 
canonists in general conGgn to the fuperviflng care of 
tttans rural — '* 3Betanf ruralM," fays Van Efpen, ** laicorum Jw. Beck/. 



obferves Molanus, in his gloffarial remarks on the fynodal «•!•". * o>- 
conftitution " utjtngula plebes, &c", does the law exact, "in. pp.ui-». 
" Ut arcfcfptcsbgtt ri mfitent pa/lores et parochiales ecclejias, 
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fed etiam ut quales oves pqftores habeant, cognofcant et ad 

PmmkMAnti- epifcopttm referant." Over all the inhabitants * of every 

p.M4." village, within their jurifdictions, writes Dr. Kennett, 

beans ratal exercifed a general infpection and fupermten- 

dance ; and, if any Chriftians lived in any open and 

fcandalous fin, the beans were bound to reprove their 

offence, and admonifh them to repent, as they would 

anfwer it to God and the church. This power was 

entrufted to them in their perfonal capacity, independent 

altogether of their t&apUrs ; and very important it was 

in preferring the peace, and afferting the difcipline of 

the church s . 

!ta c*«re*' / T ne cflurcn < by her canons, interfered, at an early date, 

BwkBv.p-sor. m fupport of arct)fjte»bptctfll government over the laity 

— the imperitum vulgus of the oft-cited decretal of Pope 

Gregory — enacting in the forty-fourth canon of the 

( ' ) The eommiflion of the prrieDra to and nMtrfct of the Eafi extended 
to die laity as well as clergy. They equally fupemfed the fplritaal and 
moral condition of all ; and by correption, admonition, and encourage- 
ment, as need was, helped forward the falvation of all. See BaUamon'a, 
Zonaraa's, and Ariftnuu '■ gloiJes on the fifty-feventh canon of the coun- 
cil of Laodicea, in Bilhop Beveridge's PandecU, Vol. i. pp. 479-80 ; and 
Priauh's Brief Account of the Office o/Bem KMlL 
Pe(wr'» Lift of (•) The following anecdote from Pegge's Biography of Bilhop Gremt- 
f*/k*', e p. 8» heBl1 "lews the fact of their interference even with the civil authorities, 

where the latter violated the difcipline of the church, its rights, and pri- 
vileges. — " Roger de Lexinton, itinerant juftice, and his afiociates, held 
pleas of blood on a Sunday at Lincoln (A.D. mccxlvi.), and H. the 
IWttl own — OttMcw ©hrifttianttatU — told them ' it was a thing that 
ought not to be done i ' upon winch they gave him opprobrious language. 
Ihut up the door of his houfe, and feized on his effects, with fome lands 
which he held in trull for his nieces, and fome goods of his relations, 
for the king's ufe. The biftiop of the diocefe, when he beard it, wrote 
to Lesintoo, obferving to him, how ftrange It was, that men of their 

refpectable 
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council of Auxerre ( J.D. dlccviii.), " Si quit exfacula- ss. cc. /r™. 
rt'Aiw in/iitutioncm ant commonttionem axtbifttib^ttxt fid, 
contumarM faciente, audire dljiulerit, tamdiu ct liminibus 
fancta tcdtfia kabeatur extraneus, quamditi tarn fatubrem 
injHtutionem adtmplere nonjiuduerit. Irtfiq&r et mulctam, 
quam gloriojiffimus dominus Rex prteccpto Jw injlituit, 
Jufimeat" And, yet farther to enforce the jurifdiction of 
art&prtejsts ratal, ihe invefted them with a coercive autho- 
rity over the perfons of lay-cffbnders — " Videat artjtpres- Thomimi.. v. t t 
bSttx" feys a capitulary of the year dcccv, " ut dtTigen- v. n. u l 
tiffimd examinationc con/lringanti 
Jiat dijirictio, tie vitam perdtmt." 

On the abolition of the f&ottpiscopf of the diocefe oicc.a.B.tiH. 
Meath, and the tranfmutation of the poorer epifcopal ' *" 
fees into the heads of rural art&lpKsbptttatM, it was 
ordered by Cardinal Paparo {AD. mclii.), and repeated 

refpectable characters fhmild punifh a man for informing them of what 
was juft and right ; and it certainly wag bnt juft and right, that pleas of 
blood ought not to be held on a Sunday ; fince the canons directed that 
the day fhould be kept holy, and forbad that markets fhould be held, or 
pleas profecuted, or any perfon be adjudged either to death or punifh- 
raent, upon it. He tent, he faid, ought therefore to have been com- 
mended by them, and rewarded, for cautioning them againft limning, 
rather than panimed ; and would have been culpable himfelf, if he had 
not apprized them of their fault His lordihip, in the conclnfion, be 
feeches and inn-eats them to have regard to the Sabbath of the Lord, if 
they were detirous of being true and obedient fonsofChrifl the legislator, 
and his fpoufc the church ; and, if the matters reported to him were 
true, (hat they would redrefs them ; remembering, that, fuppofing toe 
bean had given them offence, it was not their bnfmefs to punifh him, 
fince, according to the law of Ood and the canons, the perfonai faults 
of clergymen are not to be animadverted on or ptwifhed by feeulur 
judges; nor would the church ever fader ecclefiaflical liberty to be fo 
injured and intuited.'' 
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by Biihop Rochfort {A.D. mccxvi.)— " Ut att&ipresbpterf 
de futuro injtituendi non folum perpetuam et perfonalem 
rejidentiam faciant, veriim etiam cleri et populi infra 
Umites fuorum ottaaatautn folicitudincm gtrant? A few 
years later, in the diocefe of Clermont, the artftptMbnUrs 
were charged to inquire in their perfonal vifitations 
n^^sia "fwnmari& de omnibus notoriis ; et ji quid eft quodfcan- 
CM.THI. dalttm generet ibidem in populo,yft>e clero &c." 

To aid titans ratal in obtaining information of offences 
committed by the laity within their precincts, the clergy 
themfelves are commanded by the fynod of Saintes (A.D. 
mcclxxx.) to lay all grave faults before the Stan of their 
diftrict; that he, again, may certify the archdeacon, or 
ss. cc. Tom. bifhop of the fame — " Peccata notoria de quibus fcanda- 
<v>-*y. lum in populo generatur,JignificentJacerdotes beam, et 

BtcanttS archidiaeono, vel epifcopo .- nifi forti per eot Jint 
fopita ; — timentes tie pcenam incurrant, Ji per alios fcan- 
dalum deferatur :" — if the bifhop became acquainted with 
offences from any other than the appointed legitimate 
fource, the negligent parties were to be fubjected to. 
canonical punifhinent. 

On no account were the beans, in their infpectional 
and correctional capacity, to accept any pecuniary com- 
pofition for crimes amenable to their jurifdiction ; either 
for the concealment and fupprefiion of them, or for 
inflicting lefs feverity of puniftiment on the criminals 
than their tranfgreffions merited, — and this on penalty 
of grave puniftiment and removal from office. Such was 
the decree of Walter de Cantilupe, biihop of Worcefter 
cc.M.B.ttH. (A.D. mccxl.) : — " Nee ittaiti pecuniam rccipiant pro cri- 
minibus ceiandis, et omnind Jupprimendis, vel remiffius 
puniendis. Quod A tttCBttf fecerint, ab ojfkiis amoti, gra- 



dbyGoogle 



8. IV. C. I.] Suprt&Uion of tfrt &aits.- OuVntrf. 333 

vius puniantur." Nor were their apparitors, if guilty, 
allowed to go unpuniihed : — ■** Apparitors* etiam Setano- 
ntm, ft crimina celaverint, per qfficialem 'epifcopi graoiter 
puniantur," 

Again, in the Ratisbon conftitution of Cardinal Cam- ^"^J^- 
pegio for the reformation of ecclefiafikai abufe* (A.D. *&*. 
mdxxiv.), the btans are charged not to connive at crimes 
that ought to be denounced, not to wink at violations 
of the ordinances of the cardinal, " ob pecuniam ultrd 
oblatam, aut alterius rei gratiA, fed potius ad poena* de 
jure vel confuetudine debitas contra delinquents, pro de- 
licti qualitate et officii fui debiti procedant, &c." 

But what were the offences againft religion and mora- 
lity, on the part of the laity, which conciliar law placed 
under the furveillance of our rural eccleflaftics, and 
commanded them thus honeftly and refolutely to de- 
nounce! — All tranfgreffions without exception were j. i>« Ath OB , 
fubject, according to the canonifts, to their cognitional bob, oWjm. 
jw if diction, though not to their correctional cenfure : — 
fee (Xapitttlat JFtmctftms, Part v. § n. chap. iv. 

To the queftion — What offences were to fubject ? no 
better reply can be made, than that they were the fame, 
for the mofl part, as the crimes and perfon* to be parti- fSPf'lP*"' 
cularly prefented by the eeditui or ceconomi of modem «yi. «»■««■ 
days, at epifcopal and archidiaconal vifltation-courts. 
Thefe, according to the Canon* and Conjiitutions of the 
church of England (A.D. mdciii.), are, adultery, whore- 
dom, vnceft, drunkennefs, Jwearing, ribbaldry, ufury, and 
other uncleannefs and wickednefs of life ; — which are 
enumerated as vices which churchwarden* t quejimen, or 
fynod+men (vulgarly called Jtdefmen) are faithfully to 
prefent to their ordinaries. And in the preceding 
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SfSSSTiS canons of ^- ft mdlxxi, we have " adulteros,fornicarios, 

9gg*^ cw- inceftos, ebriofos, juratorcs, lenoncs, tifurarios, &c." pointed 

out as perfons ripe for the church's cenfure. 

Of fuch offences and offenders, and many more than 
are named in either of the quoted tables, titans ratal 
heretofore took cognifance, as the extracts already ad- 
duced under the heads of vifitational anAfynodical duties, 
and the after-cited canons of foreign and domeftic coun- 
cils abundantly demonstrate. Like the churchwardens, 
too, the trtan& were concerned in fupporting the outward 
fauctity and reft of the Lord's-day ; and — yet farther — 
in granting difpenfotions from the ftrict letter of the 
law, when circumftances rendered it neceflary to depart 
from its rigid obfervance — a power never entrufted to 
the lay-guardians of the church. 

The Canons and ConJiitiUions, by which our church 
is now regulated, were framed from elder codes, in the 
year mdciii. ; at which time the rwf-ifcranal office (for all 
ufeful purpofes of fpiritual government) was virtually 
non-exiftent in England. So that the lay-wardens of 
the church — the fuccenors of the older tejies Jynodales — 
and the parochial clergy, were the only local helpmates 
of the hierarchy in fuftaining the good manners and reli- 
gious ob/ervances of the people — the only remaining 
props of expiring discipline. To thefe wardens, there- 
fore, and their fpiritual head, the incumbent paftor of 
each village, was configned by the bifhop and arch- 
deacon, under the fanction of the canons referred to 1 , 

( ' ) But with this difference — the wardens and paftor could only pre- 
fad to the bifhop or archdeacon. They had no power of correcting by 
themfelvtt ; whereas the Drawl were capacitated to correct under cer- 
tain limitations. 



1 -jw 
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the charge, once principally exercifed by btans rural, of 
" observing the behaviour of the pariihioners concerning 
fuch faults as belong to the ecclefiaftical jurifdiction." 

The canons of King James I. took no meafures for 
the reltoration of the then antiquated office of ratal 
titan. It is not mentioned nor alluded to, in his code. PamMmiA^a- 



command) of the Elizabethan canon to appoint to the cw« «- ** 
office had been difregarded in almoft all the diocefes of ^JjiZcw 
the kingdom. And the earlier and more copious canon 
of the Reformatio Legion Ecclefiafikarum on the fubject 
had never been other than a dead letter, from its flrft 
enactment. 

Bnt our felections have to do with other times, and 
other countries — with the furveillance of laical tranfgref- 
Jioru, at a period when fuch " corrttptela morum" re- 
ceived little or no (hare of the churchwardens' atten- 
tion ; and in countries where, perhaps, no like officers 
exifted, or, if exiftent, were inefficient — where tiiani 
rural, therefore, were functionaries of neceffary and 
grave importance. 

To fuch laical faults, then, as are particularized in 
the fynods of the day, and made fubject to bttanal cen- 
fure or delation, we proceed — premifing, that l , of the 
more grave and incorrigible offences the brans were 
bearers of information, by prefentment, to the diocefan 



(') Tliis ftatement, perhaps, may need qnalificatiou. Hie nfages of 
different diocefes TRtied lb much in rrfpect of ruri-bctanal power, that il 
is difficult to fpecify exactly its limits. In tome diocefes it was far more 
eitenftve than in others. In fome the trans had no judicial faculty, but 
reported every thing to the bilhop : — in others, their local authority was 
prefcripttve and independent, and extended to all laical faults. 
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fynod ; — of the lighter immoralities they took cogni- 
sance, and attempted correction, in their own Jwanrrfw : 
cc. jf.jj.MH. — " Corruptelas morum in populo rtformare Jludcant," 
' P ' fays the biihop of M eath (A.D. mccxvi.), " et Ji qua* 
abjiergere nequeant, ad fynodum dicecefanam referant, ut 
de iis emendandis cum conjilio cleri deliberari pojfit." 
Can. rv. 

If, in the exercife of their perfonal jurifdiction, they 
had not fufficient influence over laical tranfgreffions and 
tranfgreffbrs, to effect the amendment required, they 
had a farther refource in the power veiled in them, of 
Dr. new oftht calling together their capitular afTociates, the rural clergy 
v.p.swf° Dbl of the district, and constituting local tomtit of tiCfirte- 
tlanfts ; wherein they could inflict, by judicial proofs, 
within certain limits, condign punishment on obftinate 
offenders. If all their efforts failed, perfonal and capi- 
tular, then they had recourfe to the ordinary and his 
confiftory. But more of this anon. 



The felections below made, in illuftration of the Spe- 
cific vices and impieties of the laity, fubjected to the 
fupervifal of beans rural, are not the whole that might 
have been brought together under this head. I have 
not thought it neceffary to repeat what have been elfe- 
where noticed, fave in a few instances. Nor have I 
attempted to clarify the breaches made by the laity in 
the difciptine of the church — the offences againft reli- 
gion and morals, which the brans were to fupervife and 
heal. The canons, inhibitions, and injunctions, perti- 
nent thereto, are quoted in the bulk, (various and imrae- 



3ig,t,zed by G00gle 



& IV. C. L] Supnbtjton of tfrt gaits — ©fftnert. 237 

thodical as the fequence of their enactments may be), 
and are arranged, for the molt part, according to their 
dates alone — no other plan feeming equally feaiible. 
They relate, however, we may lay, in general, to the 
lines and converfation of the laity. 

By a decree of the provincial council of Normandy cc.s«Kmag. 
(orator A.D. dcccc), it is enacted, " Ut incejluoji, nee- p.37. 
nan et adulteri, qui feparantur it presbyteris, ipfis locis et 
major et bttanus iltorum habeant providentiam, ne iterum, 
injiigante diabolo, conjungi pojjint." 

By the canon " de Sacramento Matrimonii," of the ^tf-^"™L 
fynodal conftituiions of the fee of Arras (A..D. mccclxxv.), *». 
the beans are ordered to tranfmit the names of all adul- 
terers to the bilhop's court, within a month " a die noli- 
tia." And in the lame diocefe (A.D. mcccclv.), the fol- 
lowing conftitution appears againft laical laxities : — 
. . . . " 3Bttanfs et eorum loca tenentibus Jub pamd ex- W* 1 "* De 
communication^ pracipimus et mandamus, qitdd moneant a*ieonm, 
etiam laicos parrochianos publici in ecelefid auctoritate 
nofird, quod nullus etiam laicus teneat in domo fud boul- 
lam x Jeu ludum taxillorum; nee recipiat in domo fud ribal- 
dos nee meretrices, cum ex talibus plura feandala fapi 
neendn piacula Jblent evenire. Alioquln trimd monitione 
fie publici factd, dictos laicos talem domum tenentes, et 
pramiffas viles perfonas Jrequentir recipientes, diebus do- 
minicis ctfe/lwis exeommunicatos denuncUnt." 

During the preceding century, Bittiop Grofletefte of ***** ryu- 
Lincoln complains, in a letter to his archdeacon, of the vS'tf^iSi. 



(') Boula — akatorium, tabularum htdus, at opinor. Carpentier in 
Append. Tom. I. col. 613. Taxilli— lufori* UJfera, GalL D&. Car- 
pentier m Append. Tom. 11. cot 966. - - 



dbyGoogle 



288 VmmmI ^muttons. [Put IV. 

laity celebrating drinking-bouts, termed Jtotalet — " Fa- 
ciunt, ut audivimus, laid fcotalei ; "—which ought not to 
be, and could not be, the good prelate adds, if the beans 
ratal and bedels were duly watchful to prevent fuch 
Atsptinun immoralities. Wherefore, he charges the archdeacon, 
t. dM.h,pjM. by the instrumentality of the fore-mentioned affiftants, 
to put an end to all fuch ale/hots, forbidden fporU, 
" et cohabitationem Chriftianorum cum Judteit quantum 
poffibile eft, impedire." 
.vta(.5««t The ftatutes of the dioceian fynod of Ypres {AD. 

Tit.vn.cui. hdlxxtii.) are copioufly furniihed with inftructions for 
Seconal iupervifion of the people at large : — " Non tan- 
turn presbyteris et clerids tortatto* prajtci intelligimus, fed 
et univerfo populo, 4r c -" — "D e exceffibus publicu, et quo- 
rumcunque mcolarumfuorum Sttanatnum fcandaloJU vitd ; 
de blafphemiis in Drum et fanctos ; At fufpicione hare/is, 
necnon de pugnis in loco faero commijjie, et aim quUtuf- 
cunque Jcandalojts factia; utpote de publids adultoriu et 
fortUegiis, ttttanf fe per teftes ad hoc enocandot, aut aWu 
fufficientdr informari curent: at que, informatione kabitd, ut 
corrigantur, not ulterius informent. Sint etiam folUciti, 
ut iUorum, qui ex iUegitimo concubitu nqfeuntur, parentes 
irmotefcant: tie ignoranter pqftmodum per aliquot in gradu 
proh&ito matrimonium contrahatur; et etiam ne hujufinodi 
delicta impunita maneant, et impunitas ipjis continuandi in 
peccato occafionem prabeat .* mulieres tamen fornicarias 
pqft partum,factd de his inquijitione, et expleto tempore, 
ad purijfcalionem abfque alid contradictione admiitant, fe,u 
perfuog pa/iorea odmitti curent." 
ty<*—tgiA- The projected Reformatio LL. Ecclef. of Great Bri- 
?!Tp.«. tain, of the reign of Henry VIII. and Edward VI., 
imputes on the atcftfarrsiintrr tasiicanne extenflve perfonal 
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duties among the laity of his diftrict, in fupport of reli- 
gion and morals : — " De idokttris et haretkis, de jmo- 
niacis, de lenonibwt et meretricibua, de adulteris et forni- 
catoribus, de iis qui duas uxoresjimul habent, atque 
maritos duo*, de magis et veneflch, de cahtmniatoribus 
et blajphemis, de fodomiticis et ebriq/ts, de ulUmarvm vo~ 
luntatum corrupteHs et peijuriis, de injuncHonum aut 
nofirarum aut epijbopi violatoribus, inquirat. Et vocandi 
ad fe, exammandi horum Jbelerum fujpectos authoritatem 
habeat. Omnem accufationis ortum,Jtve per famam pub- 
Beam, Jive deferentium te/Hmonio probatum, veljufpectum, 
epifbopo aut ejue loci ordmario infra decern diet mjcriptis 
prodet. Qui autem venire ad cum recufaverit, per appa- 
ritorem meatus, tanquam contumax cenfebitur," &c. &c. 

In the diocefe of Chefter, fays the doubtful paflor of w. i*»«., 
Great Budworth before quoted, " The fceaitts for many 
yeares paft have had a great part of epifcopall jurifdic- 
tion fhared among them ; and this by patent for lives 
or yeares from the biihops, allowing fometimes larger, 
fometimes lefle authority unto them : fome have had 
power to cenfure all offenders, and offences- of the laity ; 
the crimes of inceft and adultery alone excepted. And 
fome hare beene limited to the correction of fome few 
feultes fpecified in their patents — crimina et exceffus quo- 
rumcunque laicorum, crimtnibus adulterii et ineejlOs tan- 
tummodd exceptis." 



To check the loofe habits of young perfons, male and 
female, in frequenting taverns and houfes of evil fame, jwmki^ 
on Sundays and holy days, the Belgian fynods of the f.i™''™* *' 
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feventeenth century pafled many inhibitory canons, 
ftrongly and pointedly reprobating fuch grofs immora- 
lities, and inciting the rural art&jirftsts to increafed vigi- 
lance and activity, in order to put an end to them. 

Little benefit, however, having been derived, as it 
appears, from mere canonical prohibition and condem- 
nation, though backed by a paftoral letter of the arch- 
hilltop of Malines, and enforced by a royal edict ; nay 
rather, licentious revelries of all kinds, with their con- 
comitants of drunkennefs and proftitution, having in- 
creafed, the metropolitan, at length, addrefled circulars 
to all his rural beans, and through them to the parochial 
clergy of the province, to this effect : — " . . . . Ut dictos 
publicos inobedientes habeant tangudm peccatores publicos, 
et ad Jacramenta non admittant, affiftentiamque Juatn its 
denegent td.m in JponfaUbus, turn in matrimoniis, donee 
publicum Jcandalum reparSrint:" and particularly ad- 
dreffing himfelf to the arc&prtsbrjtns rural, he defires, in 
the concluflon of his epiftle, " Ut 1&.V. injuis vifita- 
tionibus circa excejfus ijios et vejperarum ac catcchifmi 
omij/iones dtligenter inquirant:" and then, referring to 
his paftoral letter to the clergy — "contra conventicula 
t.juvenum et pueUarum" — he earneftly enjoins the prieft- 
hood to certify him, " per reverendos dominos bitaniM 
rurales," of any improvement that may fubfequently 
enfue in the discipline of the diocefe within their 
knowledge. 



Vu>fut>«>s*r. With the afliftance of the parochial incumbents, the 

brans of Belgium were bound to fee that the duties of 

Jut" the Lords-day were ftrictly attended to by the laity, 



Bccttf. Unto, 
y. II. Tit. xvi 
c ill. p. 447. & 
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and that no tradeftnen, artificers, or labourers in agri- 
culture', followed their worldly callings on that day, or 
on feftivals, without urgent need ; — for which a dispen- 
sation was to be granted by the toan of ©JKfstfanftg, of 
the diftrict, or, in his abfence, by the parochial mimfter. 
To this purport the fynod of Cambray declares : " Lic't- 
tum non effe moUtoribus, braxatoribus, lanionibus, et pifio- 
ribusfva opificia diebut feftis exercere, nifi ob notabilem 
neceffitatem determinatam per qfficialem et magi/lratum 
loci, de conjtlio Vecsnf ©hrfBtfanf tan's, aut in ejus abjentid, 
pafioris loci." 

But, fubfequently, the civil magiftrate ufurped the ^nAiuxvu. 
privilege of the ecclefiaftic, of granting difpenfations to "^ P 
husbandmen ; and abufes eniiied. Wherefore, in a con- 
vention of the ratal titans of the archdiocefe of Malines 
(A.D. hdclxiii.), held under the archbiihop, it was de- 
creed : " Ad evtlandum abufum quo in aliquibus lucis bal- 
livi et ojficmrii laid pro certo pretio permittunt incon- 
fulto ordinario, art&fprestiEtero, vel ejus deputato, qudd 
diebus fejlwis et prohibitis rufiici arare pojfint et carru- 
care, arc&fpusbgterf agent i/llc loci cum pr&dictis ballivis, 
curabuntquejignificari dictis rujiicis, eQtperfimilem licen- 
tiam non evafuros correctionem judicis ecclefiaftici ; et 
ft id ipfum non fuffitiat, aut tales baltivi non dejiftant, 



(') By the Injunction* of Ring Edward VI. (A.T). mdxlvh.), repealed 9pun>w'i Cat* 
hy Queen Elizabeth (A.D. mdlix.), it is enacted t " All parfona, wears, ^faTim IU!8 
and curates (hall teach and declare uuto their pariih'toners, that they 
may with a fafe and quiet confidence, in the time of harvelt, labour upon 
die holy and fcftival dayes, and fave that thing which God hath fent. 
And if for any fcrupuloGty, or grudge of confidence, men lliould fuper- 
(ridotuly abftaiu from working upon thofe dayes, that then they fhould 
grievoufly offend and difpleafe God." 
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tranfcribcnt ordinario, ant vicariatui, out officiali, ut de- 
fupir provideatur; interim non impedttur rujlkus, qui 
ab atrfcfprtsbiittr'o, vel pajiore, difpenfationan obtinuerit, 
ifium ballivum vet officiarium dicke difpenfationis certio- 
rem reddere." 

The occafion on which the Scans were ufiially called 
on to grant thefe difpenfations in country diftricts, was 
harveft-time — for collecting the fruits of the earth — 
when either an invading army was likely to deftroy 
them, or an unfavourable ftate of weather neceffitated 
difpatch : — then the tfeans might difpenfe with the ftrict 
letter of the law — '* Ne occqfione momenti pereat comma- 
ditas ccekfti provifione conceja." Of the pure necefflty 
of the cafe, the civil magiftrate, it feems, was the fole 
judge, according to the interpretation of Zypseus (de 
Feriis, N°. iv.) ; but of the obligation of the precept of 
the decalogue or church, the arrhptesbgtK rural alone, or 
the incumbent pallor, in the ahfence of his fuperior. 



A few more laical breaches of church-difcipline re- 
main, to which the attention of our ratal tensors was 
folicited. Of this number was ufury — a vice ftill pre- 
fentable by churchwardens in England, and of old 
feverely animadverted on by their fuperiors, the beans 
of Cbljrfattanftg. Even where the temporal power takes 
notice of ufitrious tranfactions, we are told, there is 
always a refervation to the fpiritual jurifdiction of its 
right to punilh the fame by " the correction of the fouls" 
of vfurers. Accordingly, we find, the fynodal confuta- 
tions of the fee of Arras (A.D. mcccclv.), in a canon 
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" de ttfuris et ufurariis contractibus," ftrictly forbidding amjHtiakmu 
all ufurarious trafficking, and commanding the brans fi5£i*j!*£ 
nasi of the diocefe to give publicity to the interdict S^ 
of the church againft fuch as are guilty of it, with their 
wives and families; becaufe " ufurarum vorago devorat 
et exhaurit damnabiliidr facultates." — And in the diocefe 
of Salzburg (A.D. mdlxii,), the beans are ordered to oi/>. •%"«*■ 
inhibit Chriftian burial to all perfons who had been v-w 
guilty, during life, of ufurioua exaction. 



The abufe of Apojlolicat Letters by the rural laity was 
another grave offence cognifable by the beans of t&f 
tonnttrn. By a decree of the church of Arras " de abufo- <£$■ fy-*- 
ribut" the beans are charged to declare excommuni- 2ft»ccccL» 
cate, once at leaft in every fifteen days, all " abufores 
litterarum apqftolkarum quarumctmque, feu legatorum 
feu fubdelegatorum &c." — By another, " de portUoribut 
literatim" — all perfons mal-treating the bearers of fuch 
letters are fubjected to betanal monition ; and, on their 
not making amends for injuries committed, to peremp- 
tory excommunication. So great was the guilt of mal- 
treating papal billies, that the offence was excommuni- 
cation tjjfa facto ; from which the Pope alone could 
abfolve, as we learn from the metrical catalogue of 
excommunicable crimes of the iynod of Bayeux : — " Si *irw*»v«t 

mate de build papa tractaverii ulld Pontificem 

quarat." 



MDCX.J, under Miraeus, every female practitioner of the p-h& 
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obftetrical art is charged to appear before the titan of 
©ttfstfanltgj " ut ab to examinetur an fciat fubftantiatia 
facratnenti baptifmi, el faciai profejfionem Jldei integrant, 
promittatque Ji denunliaturam paftori paroc/ua eos qui 
ultra tertium diem baptifmum infantium diffkrunt, et cos, 
qui ab h&retiris infantes baptixari curant, out permittunt." 
And by a fynodal Jiatute of the diocel'e of Ypres (A.D. 
mdcxxix.), all midwives who had not taken the canonical 
oath, appointed for perfons of their order or faculty, 
are to be diligently fought for by the local brans, and 
prefented at the bifhop's court. 
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CHAPTER n. 

FlIBOATIONAL DUTIES. 

KF any laymen, ftood accufed of incontinence, fjjjj*"^"* 
~ or other grievous crime, in any fpiritual p. ws-* 
f court, the Seems, " for their wifdom and fide- &£££*'' 
'■ lity," and "for the eafe and benefit of the '•*►"* 
mbject," were entrufted to take their purgation ', (" a 
thing warranted," in Somner's words, " if not required 
by the provincial conftitution Item licet &c., ' Depurga- L 7 ndw«>d, 
time canonicd ') ;" — that is, explains Kennett, " to let the t. nv.pT'nt 
fufpected perfons clear themfelves, either by their own 
oath, or the oaths of credible compurgators 9 " (who 
fwore that they believed what the accufed fwore was 
true,) and"fo to vindicate their innocence, and flop the 
profecution :" — which purgation, doubtless, in laical as «■«**-«< ]»«> 



(*) The learned author of Paroc/tiitL AtttiquMvi introduces this branch 
of tJeranal duty at the place we here allot to it, after the fupervifion of 
the conduct of the laity. Bnt we might, perhaps, in our more fyftematic 
arrangement of official functions, have transferred it to the chapter on 
ecclefiaJUcal oenjitre; under the head of capitular butftss. 

(') Nathaniel Bacon, fpeaking of the practice of compurgation ainongft m/itrricai and 
the Saxons in their judicatory, after having noticed Torture and Ordeole, ^■fe'Lf^ 
adds : — " Where feme was yet more (light, and fpringing rather from eatp. xiztii. 
want of charity and nufapprehenfion, than promiiiug circum (lances, men 
were wont to be contented with a voter dire, or the oath of the party 
fufpected, and the concurrent teltimony of other men : the firll attefting 
his own innocency, the other contesting their confidences of the truth of 
the former tefomony ; and therefore were, and llill are, called compur- 
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well as clerical cafes (in which latter it was fo ordered ' 
by canon), took place in the btHntn where the offender 
lived. 

The way in which tftcanal inftrumentality was concerned 
in England, in effecting the conviction and amendment 
of the guilty, from the mild admonition of familiarity to 
the judicial impeachment before the church, is both 
curioufly and mftructively fet forth in the canons of the 
C-M.B.UH. council which Hubert Walter, archbifhop of Canterbury, 
'" F held at York in his Legatine capacity (A.D. mcxcv.) : — the 
eighteenth ordinance of which enacts, that, when a per- 
fon lay under the fufpicion of any crime upon common 
fame, or iirong preemption of guilt, he mould be fami- 
liarly admonished by the &ean wal ("per betanom loci") 
three feveral times to reform himfelf ; and, no amend- 
ment enfuing, that he mould then, be reproved by him, 
in the prefence of two or three witnefles, of his lofs of 
character — evidence of the/ante. After which, the canon 
proceeds: " Si necjic videatur corrigi, dicatur ecclefia,Jci- 
licit arguatur in capftulo, ut convictus vel confejfus,canonici 
puniatur; infieianti,ji convinci nonpoterit, canonica pur- 



gators. Their number was more or left, and of greater or left value, 
according u the offence or the party fafpected was of greater or left 
concernment. This manner of trial was of ancient ufe, and both it 
and that of ordeale under the directory of the clergy; yet this was the 
ancknter by three hundred years, and firft brought into this nation by 
the council at Berghamfted, under Bertwald archbLthop of Canterbury. 
And it was performed fometunee more folemnly by folemn receiving of the 
Eucbarift, efpecially if the perfon fafpected was of the facred function." 
i.jmdwoud Prti- (') " Statuimut guild de ctetera t&ffamali de criminibus fiu tm#- 
T. xiv. p. 313. *"*< tide eitfe purgars valentei, de uno tftanatu in alivm,fiu ad loca 
ruralia, u6t turn inveniuntur vichtal.ia venatta et vita neccflaria, nulla- 
teniu pro&rahantUT." 
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gatio indicetur." This wholefome procefs of correction 
is made applicable to the clergy ' in particular by Mr. 
Whitaker, in his reference to the York council (fee 
Hi/iory of Manchefter, V. n. B. n. c. xn. § in. p. 466) : but 
Gibfon, Kennett, and others, allow it a general applica- 
tion ; and therefore I here introduce it, as bearing on 
the laity as well as the clergy. 

In preferments on common fame the accufed generally au>ron'i cw« 
infilled on his innocence ; fo that admonition failing in civii.Vm" 
fuch cafes, the purgatory procefs followed as a matter of 
courfe. And here the archbifhop above quoted orders, 
that the compurgators exceed not the number of twelve; 
within which limit they were to be more or lefe, at the 



(') Evenbilhopa underwent this procefs of purgation with compv,rga~ Hwrii'iHWi 
tore in the higher eccleliafiical courts ; of which Ware relates a curious ^J*' ° '' 
example in the Life of Edward Dantfey, biihop of Meath (uccccsui. — 
Mccccxxrx). A malicious and unfounded profecntion having been 
commenced againft the biihop for Healing a cnp (value 13*. and Id) 
oat of the church of Taveragh in the diocefe of Meath, and the indict- 
ment removed into Parliament, he there declared his innocence, and 
demanded his ecclefiaflical privileges. " Upon this he was turned over 
to his metropolitan, for his purgation; and appeared before Archbifhop 
Swain judicially, and fwore, that he did not commit the felony laid 
to his charge ; and a fufficient number of compurgator* fwore the 
fame ; whereupon he was cleared, and the archbifhop returned a certifi- 
cate of his proceedings to the Parliament." The crime was fubfeqnently 
confefled to the maligned biihop by an accomplice in its perpetration ; — 
forgi veuefs and abfolution followed ; and the biihop was foon after pro- 
moted to the place of Lord Deputy. — Again, in the cafe of Donald, Ef*fit.f.ato. 
biihop of Deny, againft whom Archbifhop Swain (A.D. mcccckxvi.) had 
proved incontinence and other crimes, and impofed penance. The epi- 
fcopal offender was made publicly to appear, and give fatisfaction that 
he bad lived chafle during the time of hia penance, and to purge bimfelf 
according to a prefcribed form. But thefe anecdotes of purgation are 
here impertinent, being clerical, and not laical. 
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difcretion of the judge, according to the quality and 

cir cum fiances of the accufed, and the nature of the 

Panchiai. inn- accufation. Farther, — that the purgation be admitted 

p . 35T' " by the bean on the very firft folemn day, on which the 

party defamed is ready for the ceremony ; and that no 

money be extorted by the fear of vexation to be occa- 

cc.u.B.rtH. fioned by delay. The Weftminfter canon* of the lame 

prelate fpeak to the like effect, admitting no procrafti- 

nation of purgation "de die in diem, occafione pecuniae 

captanda ; " but rather urging inltant difpatch ; — to which 

ty^™ ? a l ater council adds — " on penalty of the bean's fufpen- 

T.nv.p.8i4. f 10n ham office." 

If the party prefented went through the appointed 
trial to the fatisfaction of the bean, he was difmiffed as 
innocent, with an admonition to avoid in future whatever 
had been the foundation of the fame, whereby he had 
given offence and fcandal to his neighbours. But if he 
failed in his purgation, that is, if he either would not 
make oath of his perfonal innocence, or could not find 
the prefcribed number of compurgators, to fwear then- 
belief of his purity, he was ipfo facto considered guilty, 
and accordingly had penance enjoined by the bean, pro- 
portionable to his degree of guilt. 
ad™ i. k a. Purgations of this kind, and the failures of purgation, 
p. ess.' ' appear on our ecclefiaftical records of viiitation, Bifhop 
Gibfon tells us, without number. And it is probable, 
that, while the beranal authority was in full vigour in 
the kingdom, it had much to do, in rural diftricts, with 
£ft* "j*" if this branch of church-difcipline. Indeed, Mr. Somner 
?Mt i.^if6. alleges, that, in the diocefe of Canterbury, the ratal 
beans " had many times purgations committed by the 
commiflary to their difpatch in their feveral beanrfts, for 
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the eafe and benefit of the fubject," (as I have already 
(tated) — " and their wifdom and fidelity was intruded 
for taking them." 

Upon the discipline itfelf, as of old practifed, the °«*" '■ « -* 
bifhop of London has the following fenfible remark: — p-»«- ■»«. 
" This difcipline was certainly fair and reafonable ; inaf- p-ims." ' 
much as that perfon mult be owned to be ripe, for the 
cenfures of the church, who, in a whole parifli, cannot 
find fo fmall a number, to declare their belief of his inno- 
cence ; nor, which is yet worfe, to declare (after he has 
taken an oath in the moit folemn manner) that they 
believe that what he has fworn is true." 
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CHAPTER HI. 

ElORCIBTICAL A no Catbchibtical Dutibs. 



(HAT beans total were ever conjurers, in the 
common acceptation of the term, mull not 
* be inferred from the title of this chapter; 
* though Minfliew would have an exorcift to 
be a conjurer, and exorcijm to be conjuration. Ecclefi- 
aftical exorctfit they appear to have been in the diocefes 
See Berengii of Ypres and Cologne. The office of cxorcifm was not 
p. i9i. a™iI' at firfl confined to a particular order : it was exercifed 
niuT' by bifliops and presbyters for the three firft. centuries ; 

nor was it till the middle of the fourth, that a peculiar 
order of eccleflaftics was fet apart for it. Deans rural 
did not exercife the office, as themfelves, of the minor 
order of the Romilh church, fo denominated, but as 
fpecially capacitated to perform exorcifm by epifcopal or 
fynodal licence, 
sfcutfta sgnodi The fynod of Ypres {AM, mdcxxix.) revokes all pre- 
y^S^- vious licences of exorcifing, whether granted by the then 
%L x ?™y.* c ' bifliop or his predeceflbrs, and enacts— Can. rv. « Ne 
tamen indtgentes hoc exorcifmorum remedio, per fume 
nojiram revocaiiontm careant neceffhrio auxilio; concedi- 
mus per prafentes facultatem exorcizandi omnibus betanfs, 
injuis refpectivi dijirktibus, et etiam Mis pajioribus quo- 
rum nomina dictis licanis tradidimas, publicanda in prox- 
imd cujufque congregationc." 
a t ™gZ".$£. The fynod of Cologne {A.D. mdclxii.) invefts Beans 
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rural with the fame fpecial faculty — " Sturalfbua noftris 
trtcanfs, ut in omnibus diftrictus fui tods exorcifinos ad- 
ktbere queant prajenlium tenore facultatem concedimus. 
Pa/lores verd et vic&-pqftores hdc Jacuttate carentes, indi- 
gents exorcizandos ad torcanos, vel alios JpeciaU exorci- 
zandi potejiate munitos mittant." 



In the primitive church there exifted a peculiar officer &* B« T .«gn 
called a catecfu/i, whofe bufinefe it was to inftruct the p. in. " "'"'"' 
catechumens in the rudiments of religion. At firft, in- 
deed, the bifhop performed this duty, as well as the 
previous one of cxorcifm, in his own perfon ; but fubie- 
quently he conflgned it to approved deputies — to pres- 
byters, deacons, or others of inferior rank. Upon the 
brans rural of Ypres catechetical examinations occasionally 
devolved by delegation of the diocefan, not as an ordi- 
nary, but as an extraordinary duty : — Can. vi. " Decani ««<■* s v^ a 
in fuis vijitationibus convocatd juventute, breve examen Jrajf^. ., 
catechifticum inftituant; ut hdc ratione pajlorum dili- ■»«-"■ 
gentia, et puerorum prqfectus melius ipjis innotefcat, et 
populus hone infiructionem magni eeftimet, quam fupe- 
rioribus ita cordi effe perfpidet" 

The union of exorcijl and cateehift in the fame indivi- 
dual gave him authority, as well to exorcise energumens 1 , 
as to inftruct catechumens. 

(■) By the feventy-fecoad canon (A.D. mbciii.) nunifters of the church CatfUuihrnt* 
of Qigiand are fiirbidden " to exorcise, but by autfwnty : "—" Neither ^o^m 
ihaJJ an; minifier," fays the canon, " without fnch licence, prefume to Cti*tt S J 
attempt, npoa any pretence whatfoever, either of poffeflion or obfeflion, VoLt.Tilxtiii. 
by rafting and prayer, to call out any devil or devils, under pain of the 
imputation of impotlure or cofenage, and depofition from the miniftry." 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Funereal and Testament aky Duties. 

DER this head I place the few functions 
tans rural were charged with, in refpect 
f lay-burials and lay-ttjlaments. Watchful 
ver the people of their beantfes, during life, 
our ecclefiaftics were not abfolved from their charge 
even by the death of the parties over whom they exer- 
cifed their care. 
<wt.tyw>dai- If the heirs or friends of any deceafed layman objected 
cit. p. ms. to folemnize his obfeqtde* with the ufual formalities of 
Jepulture, the fifty-fifth conjlitution of the fynod of Salz- 
burg (A.D. mdlxix.), impofes on beans rural the enforce- 
ment of the neceflary rites — "crucem, derkos, el lumi- 
narid;" and capacitates them to call in the aid of the 
fecular power, when needed, to fupport and give effect 
p.!ST. to the fpiritual. Chriftian burial, however, was to be 
altogether inhibited by the beans to laymen guilty of 
ufurious exaction ; unlefe they had, before death, made 
ample refUtution and fatisfaction for wrongs committed 
— an object to be attempted, fays the fifty-feventh con- 
ftitution, by all poffible means. 



rv«» saifi. By the Jynodal Jlatutes of Cambray (A.D. mccclxxi.) 
iw vii. "' de tejlamcntis, every curate is to notify, within a month, 
cu the deceafe of any layman within his parifh to the bean 
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of GEtitfatf anflp ; — who is allowed three more, from the 
time of the lame being certificated by the curate, to 
communicate it to the bifhop or his official, — and this 
on penalty of heavy pecuniary fines. 

By the Jynodal conjiitutions of Arras (A.D. mccccly.) ctyi&wdu. 
under the fame head (de teftamentis), it is impofed on all I.b.*ccAi.v. 
curates and their reprefentatives, "ut tefiamenta qua 
/dent non effe infra annum executions demandata; vel de 
quibus non eft ratio reddita, lltcanfs denuntient infra men- 
Jem it tempore notitia ejufdem ttetanf." The fame precept 
pafled the fynod of Harlem {A.D. mdlxtv.), in relation to 
to/laments bequeathing legacies " m pios ttfus," under a 
penalty of twenty-live fcutati: and another, to nearly 
the fame purport, paffed the fynod of Antwerp (A.D. D#nt.s r ud. 
mdcx.; relpecting "pia legata; that they mould be P .m 
immediately notified to the attJbprtsibDtcK rural of the 
dittrict. Laftly, in the diocefe of London, about a cen- cw« i.s.a. 
tury and a half ago, it was particularly charged on the j it."™. 
Starts rural " to make a return into the regiftry of the 
confiftory court of all wills unproved, and efpecially fuch 
wherein any legacy is reported to be left to charitable 

Ufa" 



Addenda. — Funereal Duties. " Statuant tetanf *'!^ 
caaftula rtualfa, quantum in Juis diflrictibus, mercedis 
causa, Us, qui dant operas in funere, tt ' qui campanas 
pulfant, pro modo laboris dandumjit: quibus etiam et 
quamdia in exequiis pu/fare debeant, certa regula prajcri- 
balur, ac etiam modus, quo pauperes et miferabiles perfona, 
quibus defunctis aut nihil fuperejl, aut itd parum, ut Ju& 
impenfd humari non pojjint, d parocho fumptibus ecclefia- 
rum sepeliantur, et exequiis dcbitis tionfraudentur." 

■ 



9n«Mal functions. 



SECTION V. 

Supervision op the Cleroy. 



Summary View op the Duties and Ministrations op 9taa« Ruinl 

TOWARDS THE CLKRQY. 



HE principal and more efpecial duty of arci- 
fnsb&tt* ratal was to watch over the in- 
terests of religion and morality in reference 
to the clergy. " Not only were they to take 
care of the rude and ignorant multitude " (in the words 
wo* eh*,*, of Dr. Field 's verfion of the canon-law), " but alfo, with 
.v. P . so;, continuall circumfpection, obferve and look unto the life 
and conversation of the presbyters, dwelling in the leffer 
titles, and fhew unto the bifhop with what diligence each 
of them performeth the work of God." 
KeaattftParo. " In order to this," writes the bifhop of Peterborough, 
ijH,voLnT in his fummary fketch of rarf-fietanal duties in relation 
*■ M5 ' to the priefthood of England, " the brans were to folicit 

the cUrgy to a due execution of their office, and a juft 
regard to their function ; to admonifh them of all fcan- 
dals and offences ; to warn them againft all cohabiting 
with wives and concubines ; to forbid them an appear- 
ance at any indecent fports and plays ; to prefs upon 
them the obfervation of canonical hours ; to remind 
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them of being ftrict in their clerical habit and ton- 
Cure, &c. And, upon their default or offence in any 
fuch matter, to certify the bifhop, by whom they were 
appointed to watch, and to inform with diligence and 
Angular courage V 

Thefe duties of arcjjprtsbgttre ratal, fo copioufly quoted 
in the fequel from conciliar collections, (though .not 
exactly in the order here laid down by Bifhop Kennett), 
feem, lays Van Efpen in his Codex of Church Law, to a* seek/. 
flow neceffarily from their paftoral care of the country V1 . « p .il; 
clergy — of the lives and converfation — the fpiritual mini- pp ' ' 
fixations, &c. of all pcrfont m holy orders, within their 
refpective btcanates. Wherefore, on the authority of 
many Belgian fynods, he, not inappropriately, denomi- 
nates them "pqftores paftorum; * — and, upon this view 
of their atcfu'-pastoral character, and its high importance 
to the interefts of religion in the rural community at 
large, fuggefts the neceflity of caution in appointing 
proper perfons to the office: — " Notandum," lays he, fjmm«v 
" qubmfoliciti meritdjint eptfcopi, ut doctioret, xelqfiores, s^tffan*™!'- 
in curd animarum exercUatioret, ac pietate morumque '"' 
integritate eminentiores ad hoc officium eiigantw; utpoti, 
qui nan Unci* tantum,Jed et ipfie laicorum direetoribu*, et 
conductor ibus, vitd, conjilio et exemplo, prodeffe et prmre 
debcnt." 



( ' ) " But at luft," the blfliop fobjoina, " all this fuperviling care leaned fareck. Antic. 
to devolve entirely upon the archdeacons, who, on thin account, were JjJ" jjjjff' ' 
dignified with the tide of die vkart, die curator*, the privy-counfeUon, Decnt. Giofl*. in 
and the eye* of die bi/hop; who by this time had got a distinction, that tJJ^/'-iiJSf* 
though the atrbfitshnUt or bean was major ordine, yet the archdeacon ia T . Jrdudia- 
wa» major dignitatc." **""'■ 



Digitized by G00gle 



356 Vcttoul jfcwrticw. [Put IV. 

^y St r^ r Mf ^°* on ^y was ** fP ven m chaise to the Scan ■ to watch 
p- " over, fcrutinife, and, if neceflary, cenfure, the conduct 

of parochial priejls ; but he was to inftruct them in their 
duty, and to aid them with bis countenance and advice, 
whenever circumftances of difficulty needed his aflif- 
tance, or prudential reafons dictated to the presbyter the 
propriety of applying to the arr&presbgier for the fanction 
of his authority ; — the co-operation of both, for the 
advancement of fpiritual interests in the rural diftricts 
of their joint miniftration, being the earneft defire of 
the church, and the object of much of her fynodal 
legislation. 
n.v«.Ef]*i. Thus the fynods of Belgium, efteeming the vigilant 
ipwr/Futi. obfervance of country pa/tors and their flocks by leans 
p. so. ' ' ratal, and the general fupport of ecclefiaftical discipline in 
rural parts, to be the proper buiinefs of thefe officers, 
legiflate to that effect ; enforcing particularly all care 
and attention to the morals and miniftrations of the 
infpected. " Jteranf ruralts" lays a fynod of Cambray, 
" parochorwn adedque omnium, etiam facerdotum et cleri- 
corum, qmn et lakorum fuorum dijlrictuum mores dili- 
gentdr obfervent, potijfitnum autem ut paftorea in prtsdica- 
tione, verbi Dei, facramentor unique adminijlraliom, ac in 



u Eton Jar. 



(') " Urn verba, ttrflipfffAgtfri itafuomm jurium curam agant, ut 

tarnen nunquhm excidat, quod cum Jint parocharum et facerdotum JUL 

c»p. v. p. 33. dijlrictuJt pqflorei, ante omnia Jbliciii fini de eorum faLuie et profectu 

^ ^lu^ a /pirituaH, dftngvlarem habeant infpec&onem et curam de ipjbrum vitd 

{j.D. hdcx.) et moribu*, ac diHgentid teloque circa functiorut pafloralei; Jeque re- 

p ' Jpectu paftorum gerant nan ut dominanta in clero,ftd tanquhm patret 

et formd gregilfacti ex animo. PqftorOmt zeUfit, et in officio paftoraii 

obeundo inlrepidu et ferventibui confdio, atunlio, et folatio, contra ob- 

murmvratore* et refractario* fu& authoritate affijlant et opituUntw." 



1 shir 



abyGoogle 



8. V. C. I.] Superbfeton of ftf Wntg.—. j&umnutts Vfttb. 257 

cateris omnibus Jito munerifatisfaciant." (Titxix. c. xii. 
Part, ii.) 

The fynod of Antwerp (A*D. mdcx. ) expreffes, in clear Dkhl SynJ. 
terms, the fame obligation :— " Stt&fptesfcBteri feu totcani ^.awST 
■ rarnlrs, cumjint parochorum aut facerdotum Jui dtjlrictus p ' 
paftores, Jblicitt Jtnt de eorum falute et profectu/pirituali, 
et Jingularem kabeant infpectionem et curam de ipforum 
doctrmd, vita et moribtu. Et vicifslm mandamus parochis 
et facerdotibus, ut trecanos uti fuperiores fuos agnofcant, 
reoereantur et ament" 

That of Saint Omer yet more abundantly declares the Tit win. c. ■. 
arcM-pastoral duties incumbent on titans ratal — " Seta- «r. a.d. 
noram effe in jui btcanatus partibus Jive parochiis curare, mmil. 
ut facerdotes et clerici omnes, et Jingulariter ut paftores fStffifatmf. 
vitam agant Jud vocatione dignam, ac talem ut nemo de 2ft*BLxwii, 
ipjis queri pqffit, nihilque in ipjis, niji grave, modejium, p ' 17 " 
imUationeque dignum confpici ; deinde in hoc advigilare, 
ut paftores in prcedicatione verbi Dei, Jacramentorum ad- 
miniftratione, et omnind in functions pafl oralis officii fui 
recti, diligenteY, et quemadmodum oportet, verfentur : ad- 
fuec ipfos quandd opus fuerit vifitare, monere, corripere, 
confolari, confilio ipjis fubvenire : denique vert paftorts 
officium erga illos, fanos et tegrotos, vivos et morhtos 
exercere," 

" Detanos, quos effe procul ah omni exactione volumus p"°i^™; '" 
et cupimus, admonemus" fays the fynod of Lifieux, " ut iwp.». 
per totam diacejim peccaUs publicis et fcandalts fapienter 
occurrant. Et pracipui curatorum, facerdotum, et cl'eri- 
corum, ne eorum per laicos vituperetur minijlerium, quo- 
rum effe debent Jpecimen et exemplar." (De iBetanfs.) 

The fynod of Namur (A.D. mdcxxxix.) fubjoius to the Titx*i.ap.vi. 
other fpecified duties — that the beans exhort the rural ' ™"' 
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presbyters and clergy at large, within their influence, 

" Ut quotidie aliquid temporis orationi et lectioni fpirituali 

Titxx-<.xxxv. tribuant:" — and farther, bids them furnifh themfelves 

with accurate notititf of the ftate of their fubject parifhes 

and priejlhood — to be fupplied to them by good and - 

faithful pallors — " a qiribus exceffus vkinarum ecclefi- 

arum addifcant." 

swi.sp.odai- Laftly, the fynod of Cologne (A.D. mdclxii.) enacts, 

ckiWovb.F-11- "IDecanf mta\t%depaJiorum,et vice^Jlorumfui dijlrkt&s 

p.14'7. ' falute, ac profectujpiritualifolliciti, dUigenler eorwn vita, 

morum, et doctrines curam gerartt ; idedque prater vi/ita~ 

tUmes ordinarias, data occafione,fapiils etiam per arvnum 

parochias fid dijirictus infpiciant, et pracipue indagent, an 

pajlores, feu vke-pqjlores apud ovei fuas -re/tdeant, pH, 

laudatique vivant,fuo, ut decet, fungantur munere, pra- 

fertim dominicis, etfejiis diebus,facrttm canant, concionen- 

tur, catechefi juventutem imbuant, et ecclejiaftiea facra- 

menta, qudcunque diet ac noctis hard requirantur, pti, 

prompteque adminifirent," 

Such is an outline of the duties of arc&fpmbgtiral 
fuperviforihip over the manners and minijlrations of the 
clergy, to be hereafter filled up in detail : — but the con- 
nexion between the priefl and artjtprfest of the country 
terminated not with thofe duties alone ; there were others 
of a purely fpiritual and facerdotal character, by which 
the parties were more intimately united ; and which I 
fliall firft endeavour to elucidate. 
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ARC HI PRESBYTER*!. MINISTRATIONS OP 

THB Clergy. 



MS it was the arrfcpHSbjjm's office to vifit, ad- gjj. spud. 
monifh, correct, confole, and counfel the «pp.'»' it. n. 
ckrgy, and to exercife the character of a Sg.jPjwy ?' 
true ihepherd of the priejlly flock, in health t™xvi. c .',x, 
and in ficknefs, in life and in death ; — fo it followed, 
that whatever pajloral duties of a purely fpiritual nature 
the parochial minuter performed to his fuhject flock, 
the artjjpastoi or arcfiprffst executed towards the Jhep- 
herds themfelves ; by whom, in return, the church de- 
creed, he lhould be equally acknowledged, refpected, 
and beloved. 

Thus, as it was incumbent on the pallors to admi- 
nifter the facraments to their flocks in ficknefs, the fynod 
of Antwerp (A.D. hdcx.) inculcates the lame attention, d™*. am^f. 
on the part of the Beans, to the fpiritual wants of the %ttf,T3!' 
lick and moribund clergy — " Ubi intelligent arcjbiprtsbjjttrf 
aliquem £ jui dijirictus pafioribus aut facerdotibus perku- 
lofi laborare,Jlathn ad turn excurrant, moneantque utfaluti 
fuee confulat, e,ique,Ji opus ejl,jacr amenta adminijirent&c." 
— " Deinde adhortentur" adds a fynod of Cologne (A.D. Dttrei.sgm>daL 
mdclxii.), " ut tejiamentum legitime condat,Jt id nonfecerit c*>. Tit Z 
prior, atque ad felkem falutaremque ex h&c vitd egrejfum, ' p ' 
pits ad deum fufpiriis , ac orationibus fe componat." 
s2 
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ihcnt. Diatrf. Again ; — " Cum pqjtorum jit fubditis fuis i vitd deeen- 

•V.xvi'.c.v^tti dentibus jujla perfohere, etiam atcbtpttib}}ttTt% jus eji," 

fays Van Efpen, " omnibus ecclefiqjiicis, tamj'a-cidaribus, 

quam regularibus, extra monqjierium degentibus, in /no 

dijlrictu morientibus, facramenta adminiftrare, et qffkium 

funebre facere." And again, writes Gafpar Nemius to 

tuImTtT"' 1 the titans of CCftrtotfanitg of the diocefe of Antwerp; — 

nlcW. " Bream Cfertstfanitatls adminijlrabunt facramenta facer- 

Mucxxxvm. ' dotibus externis aut infacru amjiitutis nan beneficiatis, et 

eorum exequias celebrabunt." 

Thefe holy miniftrations were not alone annexed to 

the attfeipitsbetrrai inititution in the diooefes of Belgium 

and its vicinity : they obtained alio in the South of 

Europe. Vi0tmg in ficknefs the parochi of their re- 

fpective diftricts was impofed on the plebans, or art&prrs- 

Tho^mn. k«( fcgtm. rural, of the Milaneie province, by Arohbifhop 

p.'i. L-'iLc-vi. Borromeo. The canon feems to apply generally to all 

Aft.Eccuj.u- the fpiritual fuperintendants of the country, who had 

337, 338. ecclefiaftical jurifdiction under the bifhop — (" ^Jlcfianus 

vel arcf»£presb0«r, vel propositus, in cujus plrbania, aut arrfif- 

prtsbpterattls, prapo*itura>r>e Jinibus eegrotus habitat*;") — 



(') The srctjipmbjitiT (it may be remarked) was an older inftitution 
than the nrapof fruit, and differently appointed — being a life-functionary ; 
whereas the px*p0*ltu9 was only durante bentplacUo. The latter office 
originated with Borromeo ; and, I believe, fupplanted, by its greater 
ufefiilnefs in the diocefe, the former. While exifting, however, the Mila- 
nefe attfjprinUS performed the above duty of viiitation of the iickparochi ; 
and, probably, afterwards, the fame devolved on the pntpMiti ruriB or 
forantoM bicars, who approached more nearly to the type of rural brant. 
But of thefe ecclefialUcs we have elfewhere fpoken. 
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though the character of thefe officers, and their extent 
of jurifdiction, refpectively, fomewhat differed 1 . 



(' ) To this chapter might have been annexed the penitentiary duties St Put it 
of llHMf tmtal, as confeffbrt of the parochial clergy; but I have thought eh, P- v,,> 
it better to defer them till we come to fpeak of the Dean*' connexion 
with Jacramentt and facratrwntai* generally. Under the church of 
Rome, ctmfeflion and penance, formed an important branch of the office 
in rural districts. Brans were cmfejfor* and penitentiaries, both for 
the cfergy and laity, at a very early period. 

Olqff: Addend.— The terms attfaipnflbntml and bcrxnal being nfed 
fynonymouily throughout the work, the former may be thought not 
■ to defignate with fufficient clearnefe tbe duties which are the fubject of 
the prefent chapter. By the epithet arrhiprrtbntml, ^ here employed, 
the author means to denote thofe functions which bran* rural exercifed 
as fuperior or arch priefts towards the inferior priefthood — purely paftoral 
and facerdotal nriniftrations. Perhaps atrhf pastoral would be a better 
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CHAPTER III. 



f Bt>ntf Uutal in reference to Clerical Deaths, 
Funeral?, Testaments, &c, 



f^J^fe report to the diocefan bifliop the names of 

TM^^'Amcd. '^ clergymen who died within any of the 

Tom,iv.eoi.eo4. lura ] &e an ri«, was a duty anciently impofed 

>n their presidents : — " Pracipimus omnibus 

Ofcanfs," fays the church of Melun, " qudd de catero 

inquirant, et infcriptum redigant nomina omnium presby- 

terorum, qui in trrtanatinus fuis difcefferunt ; eaque defe- 

rant ad Jynodum recitanda, ut or emus pro eis, etjznguli 

presbyteri fariant Jej-vitium fpeciale. Hoc enim debent 

libentir facere, quid cum decejferint Jimilit&r Jiet pro eu." 

(Can. lxxviii). 

Nearly the fame words occur in the fifty-feventh 

ss.cc. Tom. canon of the Conjlitutiom of Odo, bithop of Paris (A.D. 

cc.Rot^mag'. mcxcvii.); and in the Injlructiow to the Scans rural of the 

PP79.84.' diocefe of Rouen (A.D. mccxlv.) ; — where the procefs of 

notification was this : — the rector of the neareft adjoining 

parifh, as foon as he heard of the death of a clergyman, 

made it known to the bean, and the bean to the arch- 

bifliop, or his reprefentative, by letter — fpecifying the 

day of the deceqfe, and whether the party died teftale 

cciutom. or tntejiate; in order, adds a fynod of Lifieux, that a 

p . sis. fucceflbr to the vacant cure be felected to perform the 

duties of the church. The Synodal Conjiitutions of the 

fee of Arras (A.D. mccclxiv.) do not materially differ 
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from thofe above quoted of the churches of Melun and 
Paris. — It is decreed by them, " Qudd finsuli ftreanf in cc.sy™a«i. 
fynodo legant nomtna curatorum in fuo btcanatu defunc- 
torutn, et qudd dicant ' De Profundus' cum oratione Jide- 
lium pro kyjufmodi defunctis." 

By Cardinal Pole it is enacted, in his Gloucefter In- vS^^ii" 
junctions (AD.wdlvi.) — "Touchmge the clergie" can.xiv. 
" That every Beane mall from time to time within the 
fpace of ten daies fignifie unto his ordinarie the death 
of every parfon and vicar within his trtantrie, and like- 
wife within fifteen daies the lacke of any curate within 
his faid oeanerft." 

In the " Injiructions for the "Statu -Karal" of the dio- (Mm lb. a. 
cefe of London, publilhed by Gibfon in his Appendix, * xv. in. 
N°. ii. " The rtrtal 6ean is to make a return to the 
Right Rev. Father in God, the Lord Biftiop of London, 
or his Chancellor, into the regiftry of the Confiftory 
court, of all the clergy who dye within his Beanrg Sec." 

But, with the deaths of the clergy our rural officers 
had concernment, not merely as minifterial agents to 
notify fuch events to their fuperiors, but as under ftrict 
command to celebrate the rites of burial over all de- 
parted paftors of their Sttanatw. — "Mortuo aliquo pqjiore, g?MW 
Bttanottmt officium eft exequias celebrare &c." fays the Tu.viiap.ix. 
fynod of Ypres; — and, again, that of Antwerp (A.D. ^'ts<f*>di 
mdcx.), " Mortuis paftoribus jujla perfohent atc&bjtrs- p. a3i. 
bgtfrf rural* s." 

In fome diocefes of England, heretofore, in order that 
due refpect might be paid to the departed by his brethren 
of the fame tttartrp, the bean rural was ordered to an- 
nounce the death of any clergyman, parfon, vicar, or 
officiating prieft to all the mother churches of his jurif- 
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diction. Such was the enactment of W. de Bleys, bifhop 
of Worcefter (A.D. mccxix.), thus minutely enforced : — 

M " fl 57o" " Quandd perform, vel vicarius, vel facerdos mini/Irons 
mortuusfuerit, flatlm ut mora ejus denunciata eft it can o 
loci, idem otcanus mortem ipfam denunciabit omnibus matri- 
cibus ecclefiis de brcanatu Juo, in quorum qudltbet, morte 
denunciata ejufdem, pulfabuntur campanee pro eodem de- 
functo &c." And, on the meeting of the firft fubfequent 
rural chapter of the branrg, the bran, as prefident thereof, 
was to inquire if the laid fervice had been properly and 
exactly performed ; and if not, was to urge its imme- 
diate and plenary celebration. — Then, again, the arch- 
deacon being made acquainted with the deceqfe of the 
faid minuter, was to announce it formally to all the 
beans of the other brawn's of his archdeaconry ; in each 
of which, the fame church and t&apter-folemnities were to 
be holden in honour of the departed. But when the bran 
hirafelf " began the travel of eternity,'' it was incumbent 
on the archdeacon, or his official, forthwith to notify 
the incident throughout the archidiaconate, and to com- 
mand the performance of the lame religious fervices, 
with the addition, fays the canon, " quod in brtanatn in 
quo fuerat btcanus, fervitium pro defunctis in qudltbet 
eccle/id ejufdem brcanatils iterabitur pro anund ejus." 

.Sfmod. The fynod of Ypres, at a much later date {AJ>. 

*v. P .333. mdcxxx.), briefly, but pathetically, enforces the like 
duties — extending the religious fervices to the whole 
diocefe, in cafe of a bran rrtral's deceqfe .- — " Pqflulatfra- 
terna charitas, ut quos in vitd kabuimus laborum focios, 
iifdem pofl mortem Chrifiianm pietatu impendamus offi- 
cium. Quari mortuo aliquo paflore, cateri ejufdem dif- 
trictus, per brcartom moniti, primd commoditate miffam pro 
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refrigerio ipfius animte celebrabimt : etjimilitfr pro berano 

non folum pa/lores fui dijiricius, fed omnes hujus epifco- 

patus Imarti idipfum pretfiare non omittcnt." And nearly Dta-et.sy«ed. 

the fame words, thirty years afterwards, with the like pm.il p.iw, 

touching preface, palled the fynod of Cologne, under 

Maximilian Henry. 

Laftly, it devolved on the beans to extend their care %%f B £\ H - 
and fidelity to the good* and chattels of defunct clergy- 
men ; and to fee that no distribution of the property left 
at their deceafe took place, till it was certified to the 
bifliop, or his official, that the parties had died teflate — 
"et interim faciei ttetanttB omnia fua fide-liter confervari." 
The fame trait is committed to them by the fynod of 
Tournay {A.D. mcccclxxxi) : — " Mobilia presbyterorutn v« mm 
Jlatlmpoft eorumobitumjubfecuro et Jlrieto arrefio int-en- f.w»i.«.mi. 
tariari, ac inventariata teneri quoadufque ei conjliterit, an 
presbyteri defunct i teflamentum condiderint vel-non; Ji 
autem intefiati decefferint, bona pradicta per dominos beca- 
nos ad mqjorem utilitatem nendantur, et aliter Jvper hoc 
Becanf difponant, qudd ipjt aide gentibus et officiariis nojlris 
computum et raiionem loco et tempore debitis reddere pof- 
fint; Ji verd teflatifuerint, teflamento probato, bona execu- 
tor ibus tradi." 

In the diocefe of Autun it is enjoined by the Jynodal as. cc. Tom. 
Jiatute* of that church on all arc&presbgters, *° W before * 
the bifliop the wills and inventories of curates deceafed 
within their arc&fpres6gterat«, on pain of excommunica- 
tion, and a fine to the bifhop of ten pounds. 

In that of Ypres, great refponfibUity is impofed upon 
them, in refpect of the confervation of the church'^ 
property, on the deceafe of an incumbent: — "Sicanotan stat.spodi 
officium e/?/*fays the fynod of Ypres (A.D. mdiIxxvii.), tiltilwJIii. 
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" omnia etfingula munimenta portions paftoralis, et qua 
aliquo modo qfficium paftorak concernunt, confcribere, et 
fub mventario (ne diftrahantur ab haredibus) confervare, 
Juccejfiyii, dum injlitutus fuerit,fub attejiatione dereceptis, 
D*xtt.sy*o& tradenda :" and to the like purport lpeaks the fynod of 

Dim. Antvtrp. . , , _ r r r J 

p.33i. Antwerp (A.D. hdcx). 

coda lb a. By the London " Injiructions to Xeans mural," above 
i xv. six. quoted, " the ttean is to make a return into the conflftory 
court of all who interfere with the goods of deceqfcd 
clergymen without probate of the wilt of the deceafed, or 
without adminiftration of hit goods granted by the ordi- 
nary of the diocefe." 

But while bringing forward thefe extracts in illuftra- 
tion of att&fprcsbgteral duties to the dying and dead — 
more in place, perhaps, in later pages of our iupepi-on — 
we are fufpending the far more ufeful functions which 
fceans rural were charged with, to the liting clergy of 
their prefldencies : — thefe, hitherto only flightly alluded 
to, we mult now relume in detail ; beginning with the 
canons pertinent to the apparel of minifters, and their 
converfalion with regard to life and manners. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Supbbvuion of Clkhicxl Apparel., 

BO fee that the clergy were ftrictly canonical 
in their habit and tonfure was a leading ar- 
ticle of the HtcJiprMbsm'jf duty in every 
Heanrg — one of the earlieft, probably, with 
which he was inverted in our ifland: — for, from Odo's cc.3i.b.hb. 
canons it would appear, that there was a particular garb im.ii.' 
for the priefthood of England, in common life, as early 
as the year dccccxliii ; though it afterwards fell into 
difufe. 

To l'upport the church canons upon this point of 
perfonal attire 1 , the beans rural were to fet the good 
example of walking decently apparelled in canonical 
coftume with clofe copes — " Omnes ttecanf rurales et cc.m.b.*b. 
presbyteri decenter tncedant in habitu clericaU, et cappis l p ' 
claiifis utantur ;" — being, moreover, in their own per- 
fons, " honefii tonfi et coronati" — in deference to the 
ordinance which they were to enforce in others. Such 
was the twenty-eighth canon of the provincial council of 



(') In the fourth conftitntion of the papal legate Cardinal Gailo S3.CC.Tom. 
(A.D. mxvni.), red and green veftments are inhibited to twm, «th- *"*■ raL ™- 
pftrtts, and archdeacons : — " 3B*COni« quoqtcr, Httbtpwfbgtnfe, et archi- 
diaoomfru*, Mr vefie* rubri colarit, vtl virides habere prafitmimt: et 
fpeciaUHr archtdiaeombw et prtepa/UU fwt kabent coram animarum, 
ne cappae forata* habeant mtudcatae." 
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Oxford under Stephen Langton (A.D. mccxxii.), with 
this penal confequence — that all violators of the law 
were liable to the correction of their fuperiors. But a 
prior provincial council at York under Hubert Walter 
(A.D. mcxct.), having enjoined both crown and tonfure 

CC.M.B.HH. on the clergy generally, adds, that, if any unbeneficed 
"* priefts contemptuoufly refufed the distinction, (for the 
beneficed were brought to fubmit by deprivation ',) they 
were to be clipped, againft their wills, by the archdea- 
• con or Brans. (Can. ix.) " Gerici . . . qui beneficia non 
habent, per arcfiidiaeonum, vel beranos tondeantur inviti." 
Departure from the true canonical vejlure, crown, and 
tonfure, in the bean's own cafe, (unlefs he made imme- 

cc.M.B.etH. diate Satisfaction on admonition) was »^/o/acit> fufpenflon 
from office and emolument, by the filth Legatine Con- 
Jlitution of the Cardinal Deacon Othobon ( A. D. mcclxviii. ) ; 
who feems to have taken great pains, by various and 
peremptory injunctions about drefs, to check its been- 
tioufnefs ; though all his efforts were of little avail. 
The clerical beau continued, defpite canonical inhibition. 
In the days of Archbifhop Peckham (A.D. mcclxxxi.) 
complaint was ftill made of the unclerical coflume of 
perfons in holy orders; and, it was faid, that the ineffi- 
cacy of pall legiflation was occafioned by this — " Qudd 
minores preelaU " (doubtlefs rural beans, and perhaps arch- 
deacons) " kujufmodi clericos monjiruofos monere non 



Olotifiat etty (') in the fulleft Article* of Inquiry at Vifttation which I have ever 

SjjllHpiSaraai. ften> ^ ^^ rf &{hop g^ Warf (contiined - m his &„ XottHa of 

the diocefe of Surum) under the head of Mimftert, is a query. Whether 
they have " kaire long ; " — bat the good prelate does not impofe on his 
C(an« rural the duty of clipping the kopwmmomvtcc. 
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audent;" — wherefore the council enacts (the object of 
the church being defeated by the pufiUanimity of her 
officers), that the penalties inflicted by the law of 
Othobon ihall take effect without previous monition ; 
and that fpecial inquifition fliall be made in every beanrn 
after offenders of whatfoever grade and confequence, and 
procefs commenced againil them " in fortnd canonicd." 
See Turner's Hiji. of England, Vol. v. 4to. p. 30, note 48; 
Gibfon's Codex I.E.A. Vol. i. Tit vn. on the Converfation 
and Apparel of Minijlers; and Archdeacon Bay ley's 
excellent Charge to the Clergy of Stow (A.D. mdcccxxvii.), 
p. 44, note (g), p. 9. 

If a clericiist duly fhaven and fhorn, were * made pri- 
foner by the civil power, the Stan ratal was to intercede 
for his abfolute and immediate liberation ; or, at leaft, 
for his furrender to the cuftody of the church: — "Si cc.m.b.« 

, . . , , / Vol. I. p. 57. 

clertcus habens coronam vet totyuram competentem, captus 
fuerit, five f tier it notusfioe ignotus, et Uteratus, moneantur 
captores, et detentoret per tteraitum fori, ut eum libers fine 
difficultate recedere dimittant; nififortifufpectus fuerit in 
manifejio delicto; et tunc cxigat eum tetanus lori, ut ei 
cu/lodiend-us dimittatur auctoritate domini epifcopi: quod 
fi negatum fuerit, admonitione prasmff&, eodem die nomi- 
natlm exeommunicentur, &c. &c." Ex Con/lit. W. de Bleys, 
Wigorn. Epifc. (AD. mccxix). — But when thus liberated 
by virtue of his clerical privileges, and the power en- 
trufted to the bean by the bilhop for that purpofe, if the 



(') The council of Rouen (A.D. mcciixi.) can. xvm. commands ss.cc.T«m, 
the civil power forthwith to declare the capture and imprisonment of ""• ™ L12S *- 
clerk* to (he " bfOnM l«( fine moras difpendio." 
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faid clertctu were found to be infufficiently " tonforatus 
vel coronatut," he was to fuffer condign punifhment at 
the hands of the btihop "pro incompttenti tonforationc vel 
coronatione." See the Conftitutioru and Canon* Eccle- 
Jiaftical, A.D. HDcm. can. lxxiv. Decency in Apparel en- 
joined to Minijlers. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Supervision or Clerical Conversation, as to Lira and Manners. 

1ST has been briefly noticed at the commence- 
' ment of our remarks on the infpectionary 
! duties of titans ratal in relation of the prieft- 
! hood (Ject. v. c. i.)> that they were to forbid 
the appearance of the clergy at any indecent /porta and 
plays. 

Upon this point, the Conjiitutions of Walter de Can- 
tilupe, biftiop of Worcefter (A.D. mccxl.), have an ex- . 
prefe canon — one among many declaratory of thofe 
duties and obfervances which concerned propriety of 
conduct in the clerical order, and were ceded to the 
more efpecial fcrutiny and correption of the archdeacons 
and Beans of the diocefe. The canon alluded to bears 
the title — " Ne clerici interfint ludis ihhonejlis ;" — and ccm. b eta. 
prohibits in detail, *' Ne clerici interfint ludis inhonefiis, 
vel chords, vel ludant 1 ad okas, vet taxillos ; nee fujli- 
neant ludos 3 fieri de rege et regind, nee arietes levari*, 

(') " Ludere ad aUa* vel taaiUot" — Angl. to play at dice. See 
Strutts Sports and Paftmet, B. iv. c. n. p. 230. 

(*> " Ludotjieri de rege et regind" — Angl. to play at cardt, as Du- Gtyar.Tom.iv. 
tange thinks, who cites the words of the canon, with this remark — col. is-4- 
" Fidetur xnnui Itidut quern vulga Chariarum dichnut, Jiquidan ed 
tctate notut foeriL" ■ See Strait's Sportt and Paflimet, B. iv. c. ir. 
pp. 240, feqq., and the Canon* and Conflituiioiu of mdciii. can. lsiv. sparrow '■ G>f- 
where the clergy are forbidden to fpend their time " in aled, chartU ^'■""■P-' 1 *'- 
pictit, tefieru, aUifve ludi* Ulicitu, &c" 

(*) " Antte* levari." — In Kennett's opinion, " arietutn IfVaHo" was 
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nee palajlrat publican fieri, nee gildas inhonefias ; et 
pracipue' mercatorum et peregrmorum, quas omnind 
fieri prokibtmus, per qua multa novimus pericula pro- 
■cmife." 

Again — in the diocefe of Lincoln, about the lame time, 

we find the illuftrious prelate who then prefided over 

Brown 1 * /yd- that fee, Robert Grofletefte, urgine upon the fame func- 

mitu tlernrn. in. , . , 7 ., . 

Jmtnd.pp.ss2. tionanes, by letter, continual vigilancy, in order to put 
a ftop to thefe and fuch-like laxities : — " Faciunt etiam, 
ttt audivimus, clerici tudos quot vocant miracula '; et alios 



the fame as running at the quintan ot quintal; for which feehwGlqffary 

at the end of the Parock. Antiq. Vol. II. ; alfo Dncange in m. Tom. i. 

col. 389. with » (ketch of this fportive exercife; and /re Strutt's Sport* 

and Pafiime*, B. hi. pp. 89, feqq. PL ix. x. xi. xii. 

Kmnsu't Gtf- This cuftomary Englilh (port, practifed ufnally at weddings, was either 

■'" ^, '■ fo ludicrous or fo dangerous, that it was often forbidden by eccleiiaftical 

authority : — as in the diocefe of Lincoln (A.D. hcoxxxii.) ; of Worcefter, 

in the text; of Durham (A.D. MCCLT.); betides a confutation of that 

Ciua-ch /fi/l»y, great preferver of difbipline, Bifhop Grofletefte — fo called, as the face- 

L. in. p. is. ti ons Full er tells us, " from the greatnefa of his head, having large ftowagc 

Richard de to receive, and Jlore of brains to fill it." " Roberlt tituius, nomine 

B ^ ne ?- Grande Caput." 

(') " Miracula" — miracle-plays, or miracles, as they were commonly 

called — fpectacles reprefenting the lives of faints and the mod eminent 

Pit. Abbot. ad fc"P*u*»l ftories — "Miracula vutgarUer appcllamua," fays Matthew 

Coic.uift.pi6. Paris: and we learn from Chancer, that, in his time, plays of miracle* 

were the common refort of idle goflips in Lent See Warton's Hifi, (f 

Fogge'f Gnrfi- Bngfy 1 * Poetry, Vol II, pp. 69, feqq. 8vo. Edit Clerks were not only 

te/te, p. 118. often concerned in them, but they were acted in churches and church- 

Wirton'i H.of yards, down to the time of the Reformation, and were revived by Mary I. 

Sj?^' lv ' as an appendage of the papiitic worlhip. See alfo Strutt's Sport* and 

Paftimc*, B. m. clt pp. 116, feqq. Mr. Warton afligns the probable rife 

of them to a very early period. See Hifi. of Engli/h Poetry, Vol. m. 

§ xxxiv. pp. 193, feqq. 
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ludos quot vocmi mductionem MaU l ,feflum Autumni*; 
et laicijcotale*' ; quod nulla modo vos latere poffitji vejira 
prudentiafuper his diligenter inqutreret." 

With fuch keenneis of fcrutiny was the inquifition of Kennea'i/w 
the lives and manners of the nobility and commonalty, tut,yZu?"w. 
as well as clergy — all ranks and grades, from the higheft 
to the loweft — carried on by the archdeacons and beans 
rural of this moft excellent and energetic difciplinarian, Bnutj-iHtft*,, 
at the inftigation of the two orders of predicant friars of f ' * 
his diocefe, that it was deemed a fit fubject of complaint 

(?) " iTutuctioiKm Maii" — May-day games — Carpeutier in voce OJtfar.T.nii. 
Maium, "ufiu erigendi arborem, prima die menfu Maiiin compitis, vel eo1 ' ""' 
ad eedet puellarum, &c." It was cullomary for the prieft and people to 
go to fome wood on Hay-day morning, and return, in a fort of triumph, 
with a May-pole, boughs, flowers, garlands, and fuch-like tokens of toe 
Spring. See Mail Inductio in Cowel's Law Dictionary. 

(') " Feftum Autumni" — anfwering, probably, to the modern harveft- 
home feftival. Bifhop Grofietefte enjoined his chapter of Lincoln not Epift.p.33i. 
to permit, on New-year's day, the " fcfhtmftidiorum," the feaft of fools, 
to be played, as it was a vain and filthy thing. 

(') " Seotala" — Johnfon fays thefe " feem to have been public com- EaL Lavn,v. h. 
potations, at the charge of fome, for the benefit of others." Archbilhop ucc " xy >- 
Edmund (A.D. iiccxxxvi.), in his conJHtutiont, forbids the clergy to 
publilh fcotale*. And, if any prieft or clerk were guilty of fuch publi- CC. M. B. it H. 
cation (" bannum fcotailorum") or were prefent at Jbotaiet, he waa to *■ p " B3e ' 
be canonically pumftied. Can. vi. Spelman glofles " Seotala, JcotaUa, otoff. Arekwol 
fcotalIum,fcotal, et. fcotale*— Juxta quo/dam eft compotatio emungenda P- *"■*»"«• 
pecunue gratid, vicinu advenifque h quolibet exh&tita. Quafi dictum 
a KCOt, 1. pecuma, et alt, i. cervijia : quod inver/b vocabuto alii an ale- 
KJIOt rtuncupant." See Blount's Ancient Tenure* by Beckwith, p. 509. 
It is ever delirable to point out any evidences of connexion between the BeTonwii Sy 
Anglican and Afiatic or elder Greek church: — thefe very compotations ""^j To™- 1 - 
are forbidden in the fifty -fifth canon of the council of Laodicea — Sri mi 

it! itpmuunts h Khtpmmie Ik BuftfioXtK »vfi-n6aia tninhmi, «AA' ot'iit AoiWovf. 

See Balfamon in loco. 
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to the king, as an insupportable grievance and irnpofi- 
peggs* Life of tion upon the liberty of finners ; and the king, by the 
P-H8 ' advice of his council, interpofed and flopped the inquiSi- 
torial proceedings. 

But how much the religion and good difcipline of the 
diocefe was afferted by the vigilance and activity of this 
exemplary bifhop, aided by his Spiritual deputies, the 
archdeacons and beans of his extenfive jurisdiction, 
appears from the declaration which he himfelf made 
before the Pope and cardinals of Rome, on the occaflon 
of his anfwer to the appeal of the knights Templars. See 
Wharton's Anglia Sacra, Tom. n. p. 347. and Kennett's 
Parochial Antiquities, Vol. i. pp. 343—44. 
Shu.syn«t. The council of Saint Omer (A.D. mdlxxxiii. — mdcxl.) 

Tit ivii. e. *i. prohibits pallors and their beans to join clubs and con- 
fraternities in banquetings — fuch being interdicted to all 
ecclefiaftics ; and that of Avranches forbids the clergy 
*&**«•''«• generally the purfuit of Jidd^Jports, hunting, the ufe of 
p-ms. fire-arms and other qffenfioe weapons, on pain of Sufpen- 

cI^m. "" Hon ipfo facto ,- and commands the rural beans of the 
diocefe to have a watchful eye to fuch offences and 
offenders, and to inform the bifhop of them (can. vu. 

A.D. MDCXCIIl). 



Not only were the beans to fee that the clergy, en- 
titled to the distinction of crown and tonfure, canonically 
obferved them; — not only to enforce them on the 
refractory and difobedient with their own hands ; — but, 
in cafe of any members of the priefthood being, in any 
flagrant inftances, guilty of behaviour proscribed by the 
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ch\iXch— juggling, Jlage-playing, buffoonery — fuch as was 
difgraceful to the facerdotal distinction of crown and 
tonfure — the Stans and higher officers were again and 
again ordered to deprive them of it. 

It had been early enacted, for instance, that no "cle- nuf.jmcdoi. 



" et Jt per annum illam artem diffamatoriam exercuerint, 
omni privilegio ecclejiaflico fint nudati &c" Accordingly 
the Conftitutions of the council of Sens (A.D. dccccxv.) 
decree, "Quod clerici ribaldi " (Juglers, Spelman. gl. in c.) ss. cc. Tom. 

" maximi qui vulgd dicuntur defamilid Golite per ccLumag. 

trecanos ®5rfsi(an(tHU's tonderi pracipiantur, vel etiam radi, Pr <*-*- , r- m 
Uh qudd eis non remanent tonfura clericaiis .- it& tamen 
qviAfine periculo etfcandalo iftajiant" The fame canon ss. cc Tom 
is repeated, totidem verbis, in the council of Rouen (A.D. ^J^"^' 
mccxxxi.) can. vm. ; of Chateau Gontier (A.D. mccxxxi.') adSS i Ss^**- 

' * ' II. Col, IUS7, 

can. xxi. ; and again at Sens {A.D. hccxxxix.) — See Spel- 
man. Gloff. pp. 264. 487-88. and Ducang. Glof. Tom. in. 
col. 502. Tom. vi. col. 7M. 

Mountebanks, it feems, were commonly employed at 
the festivities attendant on marriages, and fuch-like merry 
meetings, in the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries ; 
and the clergy too often proftituted their facred pro- 
feflion to a participation of fuch abfurd fooleries : con- 
nected with which there is a curious canon in the 
inftructians for regulating the betanal office of the diocefe 
of Liege (A.D. mcclxxxvii.) — not prohibitory of thefe 
revelries altogether, but of the cuftom of fending the 
jugglers to be paid for their exhibitions before the Ijtan'8 
friends and relatives, out of the pockets of the inferior 
clergy of the btantfw — Can. xvm. " Secaitf pro nuptiis ny ,*,«** 
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ditis joculatores remimerandos, nee presbytrri fuis fubditis 
velfociis, nee clcrici clericu, &c." 



The council of Treves (A.D. mccxxvh.), in a canon 
vrt.scripk*. devoted to beans rural, enjoins," Qudd itranf accufent 
Dormd, to" vel deferant nobis vel officiali nojiro omnei facerdotes vel 
clericos lufores et tabernarios, fornicatoret manifeftos, et 
celebratores clandejiinorum matrimoniorum, et ufurarios, 
et negotiators;" and orders the clergy to make the like 
presentments of peccant brans. Nearly the fame ge- 
neral ordinance " to all and lingular arr&pmbgttrs" was 
impofed by the fynodal Jlatutes of the church of Autun, 
for ftrenuous and diligent execution, towards the clofe 
of the fame century — " Qudd cum omnt folertid et curd 
J¥"-J««* adhibitd diligenter inquirrmt, et fubtiliter invejiigent ab ■ 
ss. cc. iw arcfif $xt%h$ttTatibu*juis, fifint aliqui facerdotes aut clerici 
££'«iv. ' Injures, tabernarii, negotiatores, fecum fufpectas mulieres 
tenentes, et prtecipui incontinentis vita. Quos autem tales 
invenerint, eorum nomina nobis aut qfficiali nojiro, quhm 
citius potuerint, mittere nonpoftponant." See alfo a canon 
of the fynod of Conftance {A.D. mcccclxxxi.), " Contra 
presbyteros mercatores," in the latter part of the Rouen 
Collection of Councils, p. 571. 

The " Injunctiones ad Decanoft" of the winter fynod 
cc.jtow.Bw. of Rouen (A.D. mdvi.) imprefs on thefe officers, " lit 
p.i«. ' jrequentius quhm fieri poterit vi/itent fuos curates ; et 
quos invenerint male viventes, informationes fuper hoc 
faciant, et q//ignent eis diem coram qfficiali." Alfo, " Ne 
frequentent tabernas,fed exemplum bene vivendi thm in 
habitu, quhm moribus et converfatione fuis fubditis ojlen- 
dant ;"— alfo," Ne pecunias accipiant directivel indirect^ 
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a^/iu's euro* / orf ofr eis munera exigant tit eosJtn(/lri 
vivere permittant." 

Laftly, the fynod of Bois-le-duc (A.D. mdcxii.) charges 
the beans of <£ jrfstfanfts and others, " Ut publicos concu- Sm _ jw. 
bmarios, uJurarios,Jimomacos, alio/que notorii criminofos SpJsI'w. 1 " 
presbyteros ab altaris tninijlerio arceant" upon pain of 
grave punirament 



But of all clerical tranfgreffions, there was none to 
which the watchfulnefs of rutal beans was more fedu- 
loufly directed than incontmency ; — none/againft which 
the councils of the church iffued more frequent cen- 
fures ; — none, where negligence and connivance, on the 
part of beans and archdeacons, were more feverely 
reprobated and puniihed. And, of courfe, in fpiritual 
watchmen, expected and commanded to be keenly alive 
to the carnal faults of the inferior clergy, perfonal chajlity 
was eflentially required. 

Accordingly, as early as the year dlxvii, we find the ss.cc. iwn. 
fecond council of Tours decreeing, in its nineteenth ™ ' 
canon, an effectual mode of enfuring the continence of 
Mean Htd&prfests, and of attefting the fame to the church : 
— " &ttftiftttlf$ttxi bftanf, et diacom, etjubdiaconi, non qui- 
dim omnet,fed plvrei in kac Jufpicione tenentur a- populo, 
qudd cum conjugibus fids maneant. Pro qud re hoc pla- 
cuit objbrvare, ut quotiefcunque nrcf)(presbgter,/eM in vico 
manferit,feu ad villamjuam ambulaverit, units lector cano- 
' nicer urn fuorum, out certus aliquis de numero clericorum 
cum iUo ambulei, et in celld <ubi illejacet, lectum habeat pro 
te/limonio. Septem autem inter fubdtaconos et tectores, 
vel lakot habeat conceffbs, qui vicifilmfeptimanas cum illo 
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facere omnind procurent : et qui dijlulerit,fuftigetur. n — 
If the artfjpmsta neglected the correction of the clergy 
(" junior es fuos ") in this crime of conjugal intercourfe ', 
continues the fame canon, " ab eptfeopo Juo m civitate 
retrudantur in cellam, ibique menfe integro panem cunt 
aqu& manducent, et pcenUentiam agant pro Jibi crcdito 
clero, quih nulli chrkorum,juxtafentenUam canonum, cum 
conjuge fud manere permittitur." 

Ej«/d C0I.M4. Again, the council of Auxerre (A.D. dlxxviii.) enacts, 
in its twentieth canon — "Si presbyter (quod ntfas eft 
dicere) aut diaconus, aut fubdiaconus, pofi acceptam bene- 
dictionem, infantes procreaverit, aut adullerium commij'erit, 
et art&fpresbgter hoc epifcopo out archidiacono turn intima- 
cerit, integro anno non communicet Ull nerd, qui hoc 
commiferint, deponantur." 

M.CC.T.XH. Laftly, the council of Rouen (A.D. mlxxii.) can. xv. 

cv*c.iieum<u. under the fame head, "De clericis uxoratis," and" Quaks 

Pnm.r.i.f. e. c jj^ fcfreojtf )i tan i» enjoins " Ut tales trccaiit eligantur, 
qui Jciant fubditos redarguere et emendare, quorum vita 
nonjit inf amis, fed meritd prceferaturjubdtiis ; " — implying 
therein that exemplary abftinence was expected in the 
perfons of the Beans themfelves. 

To enforce clerical celibacy " in England, Archbilhop 



(') In the fir ft three centuries, we hear of no injunction to celibacy ; 
nor, indeed, till the pontificate of Gregory the Great (near the clofe of 
the fixth century), was this ubfurd law univerfally received. 

(*) Among the many proofs of the eaftern origin of the BritiJh church, 

it is here pertinent to remark, that the early clergy of thefe illea — all 

the Anglican, and many of the elder Anglo-Saxon clergy — copied thofe 

Johnfou'* Prt- of the Greek church, in retaining their wivm. In the latter, even bimops 

fare to V.M. were permitted to keep their wivti till the council of Trullo^.-D. ocxcn.), 

lip! e.nojc. according to Balfamon ; and here in England, till the reign of Edgar, 
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Anfelra, who regarded the marriage of the clergy as the w«kw« ll. 
moft intolerable of all abufes, held a council at London EeeL^cimi. 
(A.D. mcvii.), expreflly directed adverfus incontinentes c/e- 
rkos. Earlier attempts had been made by this prelate 
{A.D. mcii.), and by Lanfranc * his predecelfor (J.D. 
mlxsvi.), by the penitential canon* (A.D. dcccclxiii.), by 
Elfric (A.D. dcccclvii.), (the fin being equalized with 
murder, in its punifhment, by the penitential canons) to 
impofe Jtngle life on the Englifli clergy. But> on the 
authority of Henry of Huntingdon, it had not been 
prohibited to them generally to marry till the tenth 
century. Afterwards — "when, by the attempts, and w«rk, tyA- 
prefTures, and tyranny, and arts of a hundred and thirty p. in. 
years' continuance, the clergy were driven from their 
chafte marriaget," in the words of Jeremy Taylor, — 

and the primacy of Dunftan, Mr. Johnfon's fays, " It is certain, that 
even tliofe of die clergy who lived in monafteries had their wivei coha- 
biting with them. And the chronicle of Winlon informs us, how, after 
a long ftraggle, they were at laft ejected by (he miraculous voice of a 
crucifix, which yet was heard by none but the king and the archbifhop." 
(Spelman. Condi. Vol. I. p. 492.) — Again, " When they, the clergy, were Bornet'i Hjfl. »f 
put ont from their feats," in Bifhop Burnet* s words, " becanle they would **jf**™ h "< 
not quit their wive*, they were not deprived of facred orders." . ..." In Vol. it. p. 187. 
the Weuern church, married clergymen are noticed in many Spanilh 
and Gallican fynoda ; wherein bifhops* and priefta' wives are called 
eptfcopa and prubytera." The reader, who may wifli to fee the (ob- 
ject of clerical celibacy difculTed in a mafterly way, is referred to Suicer 
The/. EccUf. in v. T^t, coll. 725, feqq. ad 734. He will aifo find 
much valuable hiftorical matter collected by the Rev. E. Pagit.t, in his 
Chriftianographie, Part in. 4. Marriage of Priefu, pp. 56, feqq. 

(') Lanfranc did not impofe celibate on the clergy in the villages, Ranet'tBi/Lof 
but only on thofe that lived in towns, and on prebendaries. But Anfelm ^ 1 .^f b ^ i ™ , 
carried it farther, and (imply impofed it on all the clergy: yet himfelf B.i. pp. 187-88. 
laments, that fodomy was become then very common, and even public. 
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during the protracted ftruggle that thereupon enfued 
between men's natural rights and the arbitrary injunc- 
tions of the papacy and its emiffaries, the interference of 
beans rural on the fide of inhibition was again and again 
called for. Nor, indeed, when the Pope had apparently 
eftabliflied his anti-matrimonial decree, and got the 
clergy partially to yield unwilling fubmilDon to it (which 
they did, as a mere law of the church, founded on no 
law of the Gofpel), could the papal veto be fubfequently 
upheld without the continued vigilancy of our rural 
officers, — themfelves advocates by compulfion of the 
canons of celibacy, and inveiled by the church with 
power to inflict punKhment for every violation of it in 
the perfons of their fubject clergy. 

Accordingly, the tomes of the councils at large con- 
tain fome few mandates, and thofe of our own iflands 
more particularly abound with initructions to titans, 
archdeacons, and other ordinaries, not only on this head 
of profcribed conjugal union, hut alfo on the vices con- 
iw.Lir«tf fequent upon compulfatory celibacy. For "the church 
ML was overrun with a deluge of incontinence, fornication, 

°ui c li? < £2' vdultoy* a* 1 ** yet worfe." Since " thofe," in Fuller's 
in. a emphatic language, "who endeavour to make the way 

to heaven narrower than God hath made it, by prohi- 
biting what he permits, do in event make the way to 
hell wider, occasioning the committing of fuch fins, which 
God hath forbidden." 
wiiMM'iL£. But to return to Archbifhop Anfelm. — From a letter 
of Pope Pafchal II. to the metropolitan, it is clear that ' 



(') In the diocefe of Strom, in the commencement of the thirteenth 
century, married priefts occur, fathers and fons, holding benefices i 
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the clergy, in contempt of papal penalties, continued to 

marry — " In Anglorum regno, petti major et melior deri- &jr ¥' B 'Jn*' 

corum pars " are declared not only to be married, but, Tbomffin. v. ,i 

what is a much more extenfive aflertion, to be actually p.'h.'k'i. 

the fans of prieftt. — And the fame was the cafe in France y.Mi.Vfeqq. 

— where, as well as in England, extenfive powers of dif- 

penlation were granted to the Pope's representatives, to 

make exceptions in favour of the clergy fo circurnftanced : 

while, at the fame time, the laws of celibacy were to be 

more vigorously enforced for the future. Anfelm took 

up the matter in good eameft, and under his primacy 

the fceans rural, as fupervifors of clerical diajiity, are 

bade, in the council already referred to (the firft in which 

they appear in fuch a capacity in England, for celibacy 

was not enforced in rural diftricts before), to fwear, "Qudd 

pecuniam turn accipimt pro tolerandd tranfgreffionc Jlatuti 

ut derici cajli vivant;" and non-compliance with the 

oath is made punishable, with the lofs of their fcetanntrs. 

Again, under the title of " minifiri, qmbus cum orchidia- «** * jj* 

coni» hoc incumbit" (unlefs the reader would rather 

understand church-reeves than Bean* rural), they are 

commanded by the feventh canon of Archbifhop Cor- 

boyl's Weftminfter council (A.D. mcxxvh.). " omnijiudio 

et folicitudine ab ecclefid dei hanc ptrniciem (fcil.) contu- 

bernia mulierum illicitarum omnind eradicare." Sufpenfion mifit. p-ms. 

is threatened by the York canons of Hubert Walter 

(A.D. mcxcv.), if the beans, by connivance, notify not to 



fncceffion, without an; notice of pupal difpenfution being granted to 
them, to capacitate them fo to do. See Tffttai £U gistram &anttt ©SmunDf 
pene* Epifc Sartun. Tlie palTage 1b more particularly referred to here- 
after, under the head of " HUgiUmaU*." 
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their prelates the carnal excejjbs of the clergy ; while the 
divine benediction is invoked on thole who from zeal 
declare them. Can. xvn. 
y ffffi yft Like vigilance is inculcated by the conjiitutions of 
B™ m Sarum (A.D. mccxvii.), according to Dr. Brady — (but I 
do not find any fuch fact in any Sarum document of 
this date); of Durham (A.D. mccxx.); of Edmund arch- 
bifhop of Canterbury (A.D. mccxxxvi). Indeed, in all 
the canons (each pregnant with more fevere reftrictions 
than its forerunner) which paifed the church at this 
period to promote the darling object of the papacy, the 
celibacy ' of the clergy, rural beans and archdeacons were 
the conftituted local watchmen of clerical continent*/. 
Nor, indeed, enlightened as was Bifhop Gronetefte of 
Lincoln, and inclined on other points to conteft the 
tyrannical interference of the papal court, did he on this 
particular fubject fhew more illumination than his con- 
temporaries ; — it being the reigning opinion of the day, 
that even the conjugal duty was not confident with per- 
fect facerdotal purity. 

Having enforced the flanding order of celibacy in his 
diocefe, Groffetefte had to contend with the abufes and 
immoralities confequent upon it : and accordingly, in 
one of his many letters to his archdeacons, preferved by 

Church Hiflory, (') Fuller tells as the clergy of the diocefe of Norwich were particu- 
'ss.' 8 ' 1 "' larly adverfe to the project of priefts' divoroen, and in the fame degree, 
we may fnppofe, troublefome to the uecanal fupervifors of morals. " In- 
deed Norfolk men are charactred in jure municipal* vafatiffimi," fays 
the witty hiftorian, " and are not eafily ejected out of that whereof 
they have had long prefcription, and prefent pofTefuon: no wonder 
therefore if they (tickled for their urioei, and would not let go a moytie 
of tbemfelvea." 
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Mr. Brown in his valuable Fafckulut, we find him ani- I ''^ U A "^, 
madverting on thefe officers for allowing the clergy to p-ass.Epifijm. 
have intercourse with focaria 1 :—"Habentfacerdote$plu- 
rimi fuas foearuu, quod elU not et nojiros latent cum 
inquijitioncm Juper kitjufmodi fieri f admits, his per quos 
fiunt inquifitiones, petjuria non timentibus, non bc&et 
tamen vos Jic latere qui prafentialiter fuper eos thm per 
vos quehn per tftcaiuf et bedeUos ve/iros continue vigiiare 
tenemini." 
In the diocefe of Conftance (A.D. mcccclxxxi.) fen- iwp'T^sVi. 

Symuli Con- 

— ■ . . . —- JianHm/u. 

(') "FocarUe ila dicta funt, ut placet Somnero in glou". a cwandi* Bhiwd.w*. 
foci* : hie OUltm, ut videtur, ad aUufmodi ignes extinguendo* alebantw fuA 
hfacerdotilnu iftiu* mot — (et cvjut quidam non, ubi lata nefarik prohi- 
bitum ei* fiat fanctum malrimonium ?") — See Dncange and Spelman 
in voce — and Bifhop Gibfon's Codex (Lawful Marriage ofPrieJU in Coda I.E. a. 
our Reformed Church) — " Not to mention," fays he, " the abominations ^ i Iv . £«8. 
detected by the commiflioners for vilitlng of religious honfes temp. KtU 
Hen. 8., I will produce one more impartial evidence, viz. the acts of 
the metropolitical vifitation of Archbilhop Wareham; in which we find, 
that in the two diocefes of Bangor and St. David'*, above eight]/ priefts 
were actually prefented for incontinence." But what is this to the boqfl 
of a certain prelate recorded by Henrietta Cornelias Agrippa — " De quo »' Incertitudhi 
legiemu gloriatum in conv'wio, habere Je undecim miilia facerdobum %&£"£%£, 
concubinariorum, qui in Juigulo* anno* itli aurum pendent?" — The c - LStv - 
reafon why the rnling powers encouraged concubinage, rather than 
marriage, was this, he tells us — " Quia ex concubini* proventiu illu efi 
amplior." 

The incontinent clergy might fairly afcribe fome part of their vicious 
habits to their ruling fuperiors, if in the decretal* of Gratian (which, 
though nearly all furre patio us, are upheld in credit by the papacy) it be 
actually laid down, as is reported, on an alleged authority of a council 
at Toledo, " Qui non kabet uxorem, loco itliu* coucubinam debet ha- 
bere." D. 34. Ed. Paris, mdxix. My edition, however, I mull confels, 
reads, " Ut until* — mulierit, out nxoris, out con cubing Jit conjunctions 
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tence of excommunication ipfo facto puffed the fynod 
" contra presbyteros notorU concubinarios et tenentes penes 
ft focarias;" and a ftrong injunction was laid on the 
brans of the tonntrj) to denounce all fuch to the con- 
flicted eccleflaftic authorities, on pain of excommuni- 
cation. But the continental brans do not appear to 
have had their attention very frequently or forcibly 
directed to the fupport of celibate-canons. Either the 
clergy abroad were lefs uxorious than our infular eccle- 
fiaftics, or, being more in awe of papal edicts and ana- 
themas, more effectually fubdued their natural defires, 
in compliance with his holinefs's will and pleafure. Cer- 
tain it is, they gave very little trouble to the local otbt- 
narfes (as far at leaft as we can judge from the almoft 
entire abfence of canons directed to the point in the 
councils of Europe) on the fcore of tncontinency. But 
in England the cafe was altogether different The 
cuftoms of the Greek church (originally introduced here 
by St. Paul or other apoftolical miffionary), in refpect of 
clerical marriage, were never fo completely eradicated 
as to admit, generally and without refinance, the oppo- 
fite, unfcriptural ullages of the Latin church : and thence 
the necefflty of the frequent repetition of canons en- 
forcing celibacy, and the oft-recited admonitions to beans 
mral to apply them with the utmoft rigour. See Suicer 
in voce T4pos, and Beveridge ad can. v. Apojiol. in Pandect. 
Canon. Vol n. p. 18, on the lavfulnefs of marriage in the 
Greek clergy. 

The earlieft penalties inflicted on the clergy of Eng- 
land for incontinency may be feen in the Penitential 
Canons (fuppofed to have been compiled by Dunftan) 
vS.f P fm a publifhed by Wilkins, under the title of Canonet cdiH 
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JuA EdgoTQ rege — (A.D. vcccchx.)—caim. xxx. — xxxi. 
The punishments, fubfequently, varied at the whim and 
caprice of the Pope and his partifans ; but whatever they 
were, the beam rural (as foon as thofe officers were 
inftituted) were generally concerned in their due 
enforcement. 

Sufpeniion and excommunication were frequent puniih- 
ments of the guilty clergy. But, let their delinquencies cc.M.B.itn. 
be as heinous as they might, it was enacted by W. de 
Cantilupe, in his Worcefter Confutations (A.D. mccxl.), 
and by the Synodal Statutes of Woodloke of Winchefter v^n.p.soa 
(A.D. Mcccvin.), that the churches were not to be 
lufpended by the beans, or fuperior ordinaries, from 
the celebration of divine fervice, while the delinquents 
themfelves could be made amenable, for profeffional 
tranigreffions, in their proper goods and perfons, by 
diftraining and fequeftration, by fufpenfion and excom- 
munication. Indeed, thefe enactments were of general 
interpretation, applicable to clerical mifdemeanours of 
whatever kind, and not to incontinence alone. But if 
the beans allowed any of their fubject brethren, fo luf- 
pended, or who had been a fecond time guilty of incon- 
tinence, after penance once accepted, again to officiate — 
refuming their holy calling without prohibition — then 
the officers themfelves were to be fufpended, ipfo facto, 
by the Winton council. And laftly, if they commuted 
the quality and degree of penance enjoined, or varied it 
for the lake of extorting money from the guilty, more 
readily, by fuch iniquity, they were to reftore twice the 
mm out of their own pockets, and to fuffer other grave 
puniihment, 
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But enough of clerical celibacy and its confequences — 

of the canons and conftitutions for its Aipport, and the 

uuiii. p«i». penalties for its infraction. * The conduct of Cardinal 

ad. nci*v. John de Cremo, the legatine advocate under Pope Ho- 

norius II. of the wickednefe of marriage in the priefiV 

hood (for he came to England " with his bignefs and 

SSxit'filni, hravery," fays Fuller, " to blufter the clergie out of 

p-as. their wives"), we are told, " not a little advantaged the 

reputation of married priefts ; " inaftnuch as it proved, 

by a flagrant example in his own perfon, the unfitnefc 

of fuch celibate-canons to the condition of humanity. 

Jr3$3£?*' And " God being long provoked by the impureft 

W*», v. iiy. fervices of concubinage, awakened Chriftian princes * 



Hmtt PidfcUb, (') " Ciim igilur in concilia fivcr^me de uxoribtu facerdotum trac- 

v " p ' lAJJil, fummum fcelu* eflc h merehicU latere" (" fo he called a prieft's 

wife," fays Ephraim Pagitt, ChrifHaTWgTaphie, P. iv. p. 69") " corpus 

Chrj/U facitnilum jurgere, cum eddem die corptu ChrifH eanfenffht, 

cum meretrioe paft otjpcram intercept™ eJL" " The great honour 

wherewith he was everywhere received," fubjoins the " paribn of the 

church of Saint Edmond the King, in Lombard-ftreet," " was tamed into 

great fhame, and he dole home, through the judgement of God, con- 

' founded and afliamed." 

Srriptortt poft (■) King Henry I. having been petitioned by the bUhopa in council 

U^B^/".], ' to fupport the canon of celibacy in ecclefiaftics, inftead of endeavouring 

uifiery of Bag- to enforce with rigour a law fo much at variance with the natural feel- 

p j fl 'g, H" 7 ' ings of mankind, converted it into a fifcal advantage, and, " taking upon 

Sontay't Vht- himfelf what may be called the popely privilege of felling indulgences," 

p. 308. granted to the clergy of the realm the fociety of their wise* upon the 

payment of a certain com politico and yearly tax—" oecepU evkm rex 

pecuniam m/initam de presbyteni, et redemti eot," fays Henry of 

Huntingdon ; — the 6*an* rural, probably, continuing their wonted fur 

veillanee during the fale of thefe royal licences, fo as to prevent any 

ecclefiaftic availing himfelf of the indulgence unlefa he duly purchafed 
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and priefts, into liberty, and holinefs, and refor- 
mation." 



it of the king's treafiiry by the payment of the eftablifhed wife-cvmpoji- 

Son. Upon foine terms or other, it is certain, the priefts were at this ckrifiimo- 

time in a Hate of marriage, and " fo continued," Mr. Pagitt affirms, ^9 ' Partl¥ 

" in the time of Archbilhop Theobald, of Thomas Becket, Richard 

Baldwin, Stephen Langton, Richard, Edmond, Boniface, Peccham, and 

others, during' well neare 200 yeares after Anfelm s death." 
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CHAPTER VI. 

SUPERVISION OF THB SPIRITUAL MINISTRATIONS OP THE ClBROT. 

Dr. Fuid of iiu j|N " the continuaJl circumfpection of artfcpres- 

chMt,B.v. I fcgtew rural," in the dean of Gloucefter's 

D language, " in looking to the life and conver- 

%/ation of the presbyters, dwelling in the leffer 

titles," we have laid fufficient. — Our next extracts have 

to do with them as infpectors of thajpiritual ntiniftrations 

of their fubject clergy : the obfervance of the canonical 

hour* of public worfhip — compliance with the rubric of 

the day, in preaching and prayer — in the performance of 

the Jpecial fervices and ordinances of the church — in 

proccj/ional rogation, and i'uch-like rural ceremonies. By 

attention to all which particulars of facerdotal duty, 

ibidem. the local prelates were enabled " to Lhew unto their 

diocefan with what diligence each of the presbyters 

performed the work of God " — a principal object of their 

delegate overfeerlhip. 

Binphaa-i£<> The rural teaiis were to imprets upon the parochial 

b. iiii. c x. clergy the obfervance of canonical hours '; — which, befides 

(') See Cone Clovejhov. can. xv. (J.D. dccxlvii.) ; CC. M. B. H H. 
VoL l p. 97 ; Excerpt D. Ecgbert. xxvm. (A.D. mccl.) p. 103 ; Cann. 
Ar.lfrici, c xix. (A.D. dcccclxx.) p. 252 ; Maori Merolei. in v. p. 312 ; 
Van Efpen's Diffirta&Q Canonico-hiJloHca de Horis Canonicit; Bing- 
ham's E. A. loco citato ; and particularly Palmer 'a Ardiquitits of the 
Englijh Ritual, VoL i. pp. 202, feqq., a, work which mould be in the 
bands of every clergyman. 
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the morning and evening prayer, (otherwife called matins 

and vefpers), were thefirfi, the third, the fixth, and ninfA 

hours, with the completorium or bed-time: or, as the 

times are divided by Mr.Whitaker according to mo- mfarytfMa*. 

dern acceptation, the hora canonical were three andjixf^j,' ■ 

in the morning, nine, twelve, and (Aree, the evening, and 

mtdntgAi. 

Amongft the irregular practices of the clergy of his Brown'.^™. 
day, the non-obfervance of thefe canonical hours, in their p- «ss. 
church i'ervices, is noticed by Bilhop Groffetefte, in a <**-*. Gn>m>. 
letter to the archdeacon of Lincoln (Epiji. 107 — before «*>■ 
referred to) as deferring correction by his Setanal and 
apparitorial minifters — " Plurimi facerdotes? he writes, 
" deom rum timentes, nee homines reverentes, horas cano- 
nicas aut non dicunt, out corrupti dicunt, et id quod dicunt, 
fine omni devotione aut devotionisfigno, immd magls cum 
evidenti oftenfione animi indevoti dicunt; nee horam obfer- 
vant in dicendo, qua commodior Jit paroefdams ad audien- 
dum divina,fed qua eorum plus confonat libidinqfee deji- 
dia " &c. — which things, the good prelate adds, ought 
not to efcape the watchfulnefs of the archdeacon, ever 
prefentially infpecting the manners of the clergy and 
laity by means of his Starts ratal and apparitors — "preelia 



The church of England, at the revifion of our offices hi the reign of pernor's 0H- 
Edward the Sixth, only prefcribed public worftiip in the morning and the ^T", i ' ft jSf*' 
evening; and in making this regulation me was perfectly juilified: for 
though it is the duty of Chriftians to pray continually, yet the precife 
times and feafbns of prayer, termed canonical houn, do not reft on any 
divine command ; nor have they ever been pronounced binding on all 
churches by any general council : neither has there been any uniformity 
in the practice of the Chriftian church in this refpect 
v 
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dominifortitir prteliantea, et inordinata pradkta etjimilia 
ad ordinem reducentea 1 , &c." 
Brow^a Fa/d- The fame inattention to the appointed hours of divine 

tabu Arm, , "Trr 

P .«7. worihip Cardinal Campegio accumulates on the catalogue 

of ecclefiaftical abufes, which he purpofed to reform in his 
Ratisbon ConJUtution (AD. mdxxtv.), — arming ordinaries 
with power to punifhfuch violations of difcipline, accord- 
ing to the degree of guilt, either by diverting the received 
profits of the benefice from the delinquent's own ufe to 
that of the church or poor ; or, in cafe of his obftinate 
perfeverance in the fame fault, of altogether depriving 
him of it And this they were to effect by the inftru- 
mentality of their archdeacons and titans ratal. — " Cum 
beneficia propter officio- juxla patrvmjanctionca dart con- 
fueverunt, Jieriqite vix poffit, ut in tantd prabendatorum 
catervd non reperiatur, qui officii oblttut horas negligat 
canonicas : hinc Jlatucntet volumtu et ordmamus, ut loco- 
rum ordma.ru' per archidiaconoa et Ireiano* de kujvfinodi 
facerdotibu* negligantibua,fefe diligenter edoceant, etjecun- 
dum uniufctfjufque negligentiam atque de/tdiam fructus 
perceptos, vel in utilitatem ecclejiaz, vel in ufum pauperum 
vertant. Quddjipojl legitimes monitiones et Jitnul primam 
correctionem, in tandem negligentiam, qua diffbluta pror~ 
fas mentis indicium ejl, quia relabatur, turn beneficio etiam 



tDfi.DKditte. (') If the chanters of the cathedral church of Sarnm were too often 

^?. c! ' J ? ,t !I!? n " abfent from thefe hora canonical, or, in other words, from divine worihip, 
Di foU w. penet ' ' * ■ 

Eplfc Sariibor. the Conjaiutions of Bifliop Ofmund enacted, that they ihould feek pardon 
of the dean and chapter, prefirating themfclvct before them : — and if 
they did not amend under conception, they were to be degraded, and to 
fubmit to penance " in choro ultimi jmerorum jecunaum quantitaltm 
delicti." 
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ecclejtajlico privetur : collatoriqne vel patrono de alio idoneo 
providcndi aut preefcntandijit poteftat" 

Laftly, the fynod of Antwerp (^Z>. mdlxxvi.), under the staLSgnod. 
head de divino cultu, has feveral injunctions respecting p. ass. " 1,mv ' 
the obfervance of horee canonic^, — commanding the beans 
ratal " Ut diligcntir inqmrant contra neghgentes, eqfque 
ad cpifcopum deferant, maximi quos deprekendent cekbrare 
non lectis horis : " and at a later period {A.D. mdcx.), 
fummarily decreeing — " BmeficiumjimpUx obtinens, habi- Diem. syoj. 
turn clericalem gefttt, horas canonicas legal, oncribus tu.xtih.c-hi. 
miffarwn, et aliixji qua incumbunt,fatisfaciat; cor unique r ' 
omnium legitimum te/limonium .... ttecano tutall exfd- 
beat alioqulnfructut non facial fuos." 



To the non-obferrance of hora canonica we may Sub- 
join, from the fore-cited letter of " Seynt Roberd" of 
Lincoln, and other authorities of recenter times, a few 
uncanonical practice* — deviations, it may be, from the 
various rubrics of the day — in refpect of preaching and 
confeflion, pointed out to the correction of beans ratal: — 
"Sunt quidam rectores et vicarii et facer dotes, qui non Brownifyd- 
fol&m audire fqftidiunt preedicatores Jratrum utriufque jppmd. r .3sz 
ordinis, fed, Jicut pojfunt, ne audiat eos popuhu ipradi- 
cantes, aut eis confiteatur, malitiofS prapediunt : admit- 
tunt etiam, ut dicitur, pradicatores qucrftuarioa ad pra- 
dicandum, quifolitm ialia pradicent quatia nvmmum me- 
lius extrdkunt," &c. Whereas, the bifhop adds, he allows p^ge* /,./*■ # 
no quefiuary preacher*', but only the parochial minifters * p ^*" 

(') "St idiquii de qitf/hiariu philateria* Jiuu ojlenderit popuio, ad CC.Bttamag. 
faciliiu cxtorquendam pecuniam, capiatur, et cum fait philaterii* addu- ^j'" " p - "' 
catur ad qfftrialem, Ac." (Practpta Bctani* facta, A.D. mccxlv.) 
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to open and explain the fervice in few words: — and 
therefore he urges his archdeacon (" per fceianos et be- 
delloa") to purify the temple of God of all fuch pollu- 
tion, to induce the people to pay devout attention to 
the liccnfed preachers ' of the orders of Friars, and to con- 
fefs to them with all humility, to admit no quefiuaries 
to their pulpits, and laftly to prevent, as much as pof- 
fible, all intercourfe between Chriftians and Jews, 

Such paftors as either cannot, or will not, preach, or, 
by their preaching, do more harm than good, within the 
diocefe of Cambray, are preventable by titans ratal ; who 
are fpecially charged to fee that the clergy of the pro- 
vince fulfil their duties of preaching, admini/iering the 
fiewtatomciiii facraments, &c. &c. " Decani eCfcrfBtfanftatis," fays the 

iWmetoi Ca- J . . . ... ... 

vvr^amju, Tit provmcial council (A.D. mmjcxxvi.), " referant epycopis 
aut eorum vicariis,Ji quos deprehenderint pajtores, vel ob 
imperitiam, vel ob negligentiam h pradicatione verbi dei 
abjiinentes, et longi magis, fi quos noverint, quifuis pr&- 

^\" I '"' xn ' dicationibus magi! deftruant qutkm adifieent." " poty 

sniiinjrfleet'i ( *) Compare with this Lincoln canon, the forty-ninth of oar CC. Ec- 

r'^fi^. cU f- of "M" 1 - " ■***«?/***■». not allowed preacher; may not expound." 
pp. IS, fcqq. The preaching friars of Grofletefte's days were a fort of licenfed preacher*, 
who had no cure of fools, but were (till accounted a kind of pallors — 
authorifed " jure communi," or rather " privilegio JpecialX' to teach 
the people, not only in the churches trat " in plateit pvblicu " — to the 
entire luperfeding of the parifh priefts; who are described in a provin- 
cial conlHtntion of the reign of Edward I. as being " fo ignorant and 
ftupid that they rather made the people worfe than better." Btfhop 
Groffetefte is faid to have been a great friend of the predicant brethren 
of the eitenlive diocefe of Lincoln. 
objrctitmt of Thefe friars, it feema, were fometimes ordained as dbonpittonf or 

wt n L« h' 1 * * u * t8 B BM ' " Preres," fays a writer about A.D. mcccli, " ben made 
i'4«y on 6uf- bilhops, to go and preche and convert heathen men, and leave this 
fra fl o n »ie<>op*, ghamj offi^ and ^ (juftagaM in England." 

,.,..7,8. 
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fimian autem objervent Betanf u/ pajlores in pradkatione 
verbi dei, facramentorumque adminiJiraHone, ac in cete- 
ris omnibus Juo muncri fatisfaciant." 

The Synodal Infiructions of the province of Rouen 
contain a few ufeful precepts for the decent and regular 
aduriniftration of the Jpectal fervkes of the church, ad- 
dreffed to Seans rural — ex. gr. thofe delivered to the 
&ran» mfcriptis, after the winter fynod of the year mccxlv. 
— " Pradpiant ttttanl preabyteris, ut ante Jiatutum tetnpus /v*«pMixia- 
ab ecclejid, maximi pecunitz interventu non recipiant mu- cc. &***%. 
lieres ad puriJkationem y ,mJi de Ikenttd qfficialu aut archi- v.n. 
diaconi." 

Again — " Ut mulieres defponfata non recipiantw ad 
miffam to die quo fuerint defponfatee : fed fectmdd, eel 
terHd die." 

Again — " Qudd presbyteri diligenter Jingulis diebus Do- 
mimcis denuntient in fuit ecclefiU, fecundum quod de novo 
ejl Jiatutum infynodo, qudd per fidem datamper verba de 
futuro ; nullatenus audeant contrahere colentes ft carna- 
liter commifcere, donfc, bannafuerint completa, ne appareaX 
aliquis contradictor," &c. &c. 

Again — " De facramento matrimonii" — the fynod of te**w* 
Tournay (A.D. mdlxxiv.) decrees, that, if both contract- p. is. 
ing parties be of the lame lttimrp, they may be joined 
together in wedlock without a toetanal licence, — on a 
proper declaration of the publication of banns by the 

(') The mothers of illegitimate children having been improperly jw.&Md 
admitted to purification in the church, in the dlocefe of Bois-le-Duc, it T*?vc[i"p'ai 
in forbidden to all priefts, by the fynod of mdciii, " Sub pond fiijpen- 
Jumu, quam to ipfo incurrant, tnuUeret, qua ex iUicito concubitu pepe- 
rerunt, ad puri/kationem admiUere, idji facuttaU ab atrbipxesbjftra 
Uti ad hoe tiieratorii abtenld." 
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refpective parocki, the one to the other; — but if the 
parties be of different tteanrfts, the letter of the titan is 
required before the marriage ceremony can be performed 
by either parochus: — " Si vero diverforum tit tanaiuum/ue- 
rint contrahentes," fays the third canon on the facrament 
of matrimony, " non niji receptis priusfui tttCHttf Uteris ad 
affidattonem procedat parochus." 

An irregularity in the facrament of the maps — (the 
administration of two maffes in one day) — is pointed at 
in the diocefe of Gloucester as meet for presentment to 
vSlr^ut *^ e Dm ^°P hy lean* ratal. — Touchmge the clergie, can. 
xiv., it is enacted by Cardinal Pole, or rather by his 
fub-delegate, the bifhop of Gloucester, in his Injunctions 
to the diocefe (A.D. mdlvi.) ; " That every Sean* Shall 
fignifie unto his ordinarie onfe every quarter, at the leaft, 
the names of fuche priefts as for lucre ufeth to fay two 
maffes in one daie, contrarie to the canons in that cafe 
provided." And the like irregularity is forbidden by 
Gafpar Nemius to be any longer licenfed in the diocefe 
ftjwrtaSjnwA of Antwerp {A.D. hdcxlii.) — the Beans rural being the 
-f.anoeu.il. publifliers of the authoritative revocation of all licences, 
already granted to any of the parochial clergy, that 
might feem to countenance fuch facr omental abufes. 



In the diocefe of Cologne, we learn from the twenty- 
fifth canon of the fecond council (A.D. mdxux.) — ** De 
proceffion&tts ruralibus (in quibusfacra hojiia cum imagini- 
busfanctorum circumfertur") — that it was committed to 
beam eural to exhort the clergy " perjuas regiunculas" to 
conduct thefe much abufed country procejjions according 
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to the canon of the church : — " Nee vagi et incompojiti 3M $?3?£f- 
per agros difcurrant, et prcEfertlm Rogationum tempore, fiv- Rarhm. 
quatldd deum pro mifericordid et Jrugum eonfervatione 
imploramus; tran/gredtentet paftoru aut ipji in fynodis 
Juis corrigant aut vifitatoribua nofiris indicent " — feys the 
cited ordinance : — which is again followed by others, 
enforcing on the clergy obedience to their beans in thefe 
and all lawful matters ; — commanding the epifcopal vi~ 
fitors not to allow difobedience to go unpunished ; — and 
yet farther threatening all fecular magiftrates with 
excommunication, who fhould dare to obftruct the fpiri- 
tual police in the execution of their duty. See alio 
Decreta Synodalia Dom. Maxmil. Hen. Arch. Colonienjis, 
Tit. vi. De proceffionibu* &c. 

The " Nova Pracepta" of the archbiftiop of Rouen ccRmomtg. 
(AJ>. MCCLXXvm.) charge the presbyters, " Ut quotients Prm - Vu - f - ii - 
dubium erit quandd aliqua jejunia vel proceffiones injii- 
tuta jieri debent, ficut in die Sancti Marci, recurrant 
ad betanum fori, et fine ejut confilio ea facere non pr<z- 
fumant. n 

The council of Noyon (A.D. mcccxliv.) commands the cm/iihiwi 
local ortrfitarfrs to put an end to hiftrionic fports and j?£wS£ 
idolatrous proceffions; — " Joculatoreajtve hifiriones de^,^^^ 
novo condelos cereas tanquhm resfacras deferunt, et nitun- 
tur proceffionalitir portare, popuhim ad ydolatriam indu- 
cendo &c. Quod nog de catero fieri proMbemut." — The 
archbifhop of Malines bids the titans ratal inquire at 
vifltation — " An non irrepferint in ecchfias aliqua fuper- Dtenta smuti 
Jhtiofa et vana, m ctEremonas, proccj/tonious, peregrina- en. ad. 
Honibw, imaginum et reliquiarum ac fanctorum venera- " 
Hone, quibus mentes Chrijliance hfinctro Dei cultufentim 
dimoveri poffint" 
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Be. To the folemn fervice of Rogation ', procojions were 
%-i. early added by theWeftern church ; and, as circumftances 
required, were occafionally celebrated in the open field. 
It does not appear that at firft there was any harm or 
tuperftition practifed in thefe proceffions, — no pomp of 
relicks — no expofing of the eucharift to adoration ; — in 
fuch folemnities the people only carried the crofs before 
them, as they did in fome of their night-proceflions for 
pfalmody, as the badge of their profeflion. Afterwards, 
many abufes were heaped upon the fimplicity of pro- 
ccffional rogation, — feaftings with banners, hand-bells, 
lights, Haying at crofies, &c. followed in the train of 
parochial perambulation} which, in the days of papal 
England, was annexed to the duties of the Rogation- 
week, and is Hill retained by the Injunctions of Queen 
Elizabeth (A.D. hdlix). 

But I do not find that any fuch revelries as thofe of 



QiMon'i Codt* ( 3 > It was cuilotoary heretofore for the inhabitants of parishes fnbject 

ifaMHltn '"" to B catDeara ' or °^ ier mother church to go in proctflm to the fume u 

p. 1*47. ii. Pentecoft, in token of fabjection, with crofies, banners, oblations, Ac. 

"*' ' To this ancient ufage of repairing to the matrix ecclefta of the beans 

of Pageham at Whitfuntide, the arcbiepifcopal monition in the Spprnbfx, 

addreQed to the titan, rectors, vicars, capellanes, and inhabitants at large 

of the Df aarp, of Pageham in Suffex, relates. See Chichefter Documents. 

Htftary 0/ Not- Dr. Thoroton notices, that it was a cuftom fanctioned by Pope Alexan- 

UnghmMrt, ^ er jj£ f or the clergy and laity of the county of Nottingham to come, 

at the feail of Pentecoft, to the church of Southwell, with folemn pro- 

tqffhm > — that a fynod was there held; and that the chrifma brought by 

the DfBM of the tOttnUD from the church of York, was thence diftributed 

through the other churches. 

Hait'i Mtdmiia In the Jjiquiftiion* of the archdeacon of Lincoln A J), mocxxu. it is 

%°%f Hanm ' inquired "30. An alicubi levcn&ur arUtet, vel Jiant Jcottali, vel deoer- 

tctur in praeando cum vexitlo matricu eceUfia f " 
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the diocefe of Cologne above cited, though they occurred 

in an aggravated form in the Rogation-days of Arch- a«*.am*km. 

biftiop Cuthbert, as early as A.D. dccxlvii, and probably voi'.i.'p.w. 

continued, more or lefs, in our infular rural procejfioru 

of a later date, are recorded as meet for touanal or 

arcbidiaconal correction in the councils of Great Britain. 

The abufes' noticed by Bilhop Gibfon were the ufuat 

ceremonies and abfurdities of the day. See Van Efpen 

De Circumgejlatione et Expq/ttione Eucharijiia, I. E. U. 

Part. ii. Tit. iv. cap. v. 

(') " There perambulation! (though of great ufc, in order to prel'ervc Gibfon't CUm 
the bounds of pariihes) were, in the times of papery," fays Gibfon, „'*,),. voifi. 
" accompanied with two great abnies; viz. with feaftings, and with p-SlS. 
fuperftition; being performed, in the nature of proccj/iont, with ban- 
ners, hand-bells, lights, (laying at crofles, &c. And therefore, when pro- 
etjjiom were forbidden, the nfefoi and innocent part of perambulation* 
was retained." See Sparrow's Collection, p. 68. 
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CHAPTER VIL 



The Authority of Bcaufl Kutal in supporting Church- Discipline, 

AND SUPERVISING THE EXTERNALS OF RELIGION GENERALLY. 



E converfation and minijiration of the clergy 
niftied, proceed we next to illuftrate with a 
;w {elections from fynodal inftitutes, at home 
nd abroad, the authority and jurifdiction of 
our local ortofnarfex in fupporting the externals of religion 
generally ; — viz. in enforcing the refidence of the paro- 
chial clergy on their curei, — in the regijiration of bene- 
fices and beneficiaries, of curates and curacies, — in the 
rejection of unlicenfed minifters, the font of clergymen 
and illegitimates (nnlefs fpecially protected by papal dif- 
penfation) from all office and benefice, — in the guardian- 
jkip of the church's temporalities during vacancy and 
fequejlration, — in the fujientation of the fabric of the 
church, the manfe, and all other ecclefiaftical buildings, — 
in the due keeping of church-yards, and the reconciliation 
of the lame when defecrated and prophaned, — in the blejf- 
mg and baptising of bells, — in the care of furniture and 
ornaments dedicated to divine worjhip, — in the distribution 
of ckrijm and oil, and the general fuperintendence of all 
matters and things connected ■mth.facraments axidfacra- 
mentals, and particularly with confejion and p 
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RESIDENCE OF THE PAROCHIAL CLERGY ON THEIR CURES. 

Himfelf perfonally rejident within his ard&ip«»uBtitaif, &*ft. Wj«» 
toewnate, or plfbnnatr, (for he could not be promoted to voi.lf.b7i. 
the fpiritual headfhip of the diftrict, unlets he had an ,»/„"£„. <&£ 
ecclcfiaftical benefice of fome kind within it,) the attfh 
prftst, titan, or plifaan, was bound to fee that every 
incumbent refidcd on his benefice within the jurifdiction, 
and neglected not the fabric of his church, the duties of 
reading, preaching, and miniftering therein, and the 
general care of the fouls committed to his paftoral charge. 
All delinquents he was to prefent to the dioceJan. The 
Precepts delivered {A.D. mccxlv.) to the Beans of the 
diocefe of Rouen by the archbiftiop, enact — "Uljmguli cc.RBUmag. 
tfr'cimf dent nobis infcriptis nomina eorum qui non rejident ,p " 

in eccle/tis, tarn facer dotum quam aliorum : item nomina 
eccleftamm eorum qui non refident ffi eccle/tis fids he." 
The Synodal Salutes of the bifhop of Liege (A.D. 
mcclxxxvh.) can. xxi. bid the brans — " Qudd ipfi dili- iv.iwdtt. 
genter inquirant nomina tt numerum ecclefiarum in quibus 
invejiiti perjbnalitir non deferviunt, et nobis feu officiali 
nofiro remtttant." The council of Cologne (A.D. mocc), 
addreffing the fame officers, fays — " Vobis becanfs GEfirfs- ss cc.tdb. 
tianftattun committimus et mandamus quatenus nomina *"' °° 
Olorum qui in vejiris fljtanatfbus hujufmodi ecckfias occu- 
pant, et nomina pajiorum non refidentium perfonaUtir, 
in fcriptia nobis intra menfem poft prafentem diem tra- 
datis, ut hujufmodi negSgenttam et defectum de prala- 
torum nojirorum confiUo reformemus ; et id ipfum in 
qvMibetJynodo volumus obfervari" on pain of excommu- 
nication : — " the fitted and fureft means," obferves the 
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author of Parochial Reformation, in his annotation upon 

iSJSj^t this canon » " to oblige men to their duty, and to out 

mi. p. Tt a drone from profaning his profeffion." 

m' S A*L*r " * n ^°° ffirifffont ftwwrfr writes the fynod of Saint 

Titnvi.tiii.iM. Omer (^.ZX udlxxxoi. — mdcxl.)» "«* paftore» inpradt- 

catione verbi VBl,facramentorum adminiftratione et in orrmi 

functions paftoralis officii fui, recti diligenterque verfen- 

tur;" — duties which pallors cannot by any means per- 

TK.rvn.ciM. f ormj unlefa rejidmtiary : — wherefore the fynod decrees, 

that no paftor be abfentjrom his parochial charge beyond 

fire days, " ntfi de licentid fid decant infcriptis obtentd." 

StafSjf And tne fTnod of Antwerp (AD. mdlxxvi.) enacts, that 

p. 233. no tmniftering paftor, regiftered as fuch, he abfent from 

his cure for eight fucceffive days, "abfque utcani fui 

ruralfs confenfu." See alfo Decreta St/nodi Dieecef. Antverp. 

(AD. mdcx.) p. 336. and Synod. Statuta Dieecef. Yprenf. 

(AD. mdcxxix.) Tit I. p. 283. 

T^iv^ure ^ et father to enforce clerical residence, the feventy- 

& ™l «*. ninth canon of the Ancient Statutes of the church of 

Com. Rotomag. 

*%£•"■ Autun, and the ninth of the Synodal Statute* of Bayeux 
(A.D. mccc.) empower rural arthprtsbgurs to feize the 
benefices of non-re fident incumbents, and to hold the 
profits thereof during the bifhop's pleafure ; — noncom- 
pliance on the part of the officers being fubfequently 
threatened with excommunication. By the former coun- 
cil, again, it is decreed, that if the churches of the 

coi. 49*. different art&ipns&gteTatts within the diocefe of Autun 
be not duly repaired, the arrhpdists fhall fequefter the 
emoluments thereof; and for their trouble in fo doing, 

JjMg* the fynods of Saint Omer (AD. mdlxxxiii. and mdcxl.), 

Tit«x.«.T. grant them a fair remuneration — "jufiam mercedem." 
But by the " Injunctioneg ad Uechhos " of the diocefe of 
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Rouen (A.D. mdvi.), it is very properly forbidden them 
to fequefter without juft reafon — "Nejme cauftt ar- cc. &***%. 
reftent fructus ben&ficwrum fob prtEtextu rcparationum p. 107. ' ' ' 
mmime' factarum, out alterd qudzds occafione : quod tamen 
faccre eis iiyungitur habitd cau/5 legitimd." 

In cafes of non-re/idcnee by licence of the bifhop, the Dtent.Dtac&M 
facellani of the fee of Ghent were to exhibit to the rural mxtTTx-u. 
arr&prims their licences ; and, at the fame time, an f- • dMMQb 
atteftatdon, with each licence, of the maffes having been 
canonically performed, and the charges upon the bene- 
fices duly paid. The officiating curates, likewife, are 
annually to lay before thefe officers their letters of ap- 
pointment, in order to their being tranfmitted to the 
bifhop for renewal. 

The rejidence of lii ans rural in their fctanrifs is not 
barely prefcribed by the council of Rheims (A.D. mdlxtv.), ss - ?£-J r ™ 
but their active duties, as vigilant infpectors of the dis- 
trict clergy, in enforcing holinefs of life, affiduity in then- 
calling, attention to the repairs and decent furniture of 
their churches, &c, are circumftantially detailed : — " Qud 
melius omnia qua ad archiepifcopatiis nojiri curam perti- 
nent, rejcire poffint, et omnium clericorum negligentia et 
peccatii occurrerc tJttani ruraWs mfud ajfidui maneant ac 
vigilent jpectM, &c." (Statut. xvm.) — And again: "Archi- 
diaconi et ottaitf xnta\t%/api moneant clcricot et potiffimum 
curatoSfpie vivere et orationibus injiare, hortarique gre- 
gemjuum ad pcenitentiam et vitam emendandam, ac repa- 
randas parocfdaka ecclcjias, qua* peccatia cleri et populi ittt 
mercntibus raus permifitpoUui et dewjlari i fed in repa- 
rations foliicitudo h curatis ipjis prtzfentibua adhibeotur, 
ut nihil invrdinatum aut prapojieri et tumuttuarii accom- 
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modatum, nihil propkanum, nihilquc inhonejlum apparent, 
cum domum dei decent fanctitudo." 

Laftly, the council of Malines {A.D. mdlxx.), — " De 

3Becan(s flt&rfstfanftarow " &c. cttp. n. writes on the lame 

ss. C ^ T !S| point : — " Cum eademjit ratio de pajloribu* et art&fprrs- 

v^Eipen faBterfs.Teu bttanfs ruralfbus, qui et ipfipaftorts pajiorum 

Tifv^'J^I'ii. Jun^, rf eorum qfficium in obfervatione morum, tampafto- 

*****'• rum, qudm laicorumfui dijirictus conjiftat ; jlatuit hoc 

fynodua, ut JkvH pofioret infuia porochiaiibus, ita onmes 

artftip»sbst'tf,/«u GE&rfsriatif latum btcanf infuorum tot cana- 

tuuut Hmitibua ad perfonalem rcfidentiam compellantur." 

And, in our own country, Cardinal Pole, in his Glou- 

cc.M.B.tiH. cejier Injunctions (A.D. mdi.vi.), " Touclnnge tkeClergie," 

' p ' can . xiv. enacts, " That every trtanr mall flgnifie unto his 

ordinarie, onfe every quarter, at the leaft, the names of 

all fuche parfons, or vicars, as are non-refrdente upon 

their benefices" &c. 



5 2- 

REGISTRATION OF THE CLERGY, &C 

Parochial Ann- Biftiop Kennett quotes the council of London (A.D. 

p. mi'' * ' hcccxlii.) — meaning the Conjlitutiones Provinciates of 
Archbifhop Stratford (CC. M.B.et H.Voln. p. 696.)— 
the Extravagant* of the fame prelate of Johnfon's EccL 
Laws &c. McccxLn. — as authority for the ftatement of 
his Parochial Antiquities, VoL n. p. 361, that, " Knral 
beans were to keep a regijler of all priefts and other 
clerks, who officiated within their jurifdiction ; and were 
to take one penny, and no more, for inferting each 
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name in the faid rattijier." The canon in question, cc.M.B.ntn. 
however, does not name beans rural as being employed 
in inferting the names of the mals-priefts or other offi- 
ciating minifters (fuch, that is, in Johnfon's glofs, as 
neither had in/litution nor licence to ferve the cure from 
the bUhops) in the matricula; and therefore, if the canon 
" Ne injlituti in benejkiis, vel ad Jacros ordines promoti 
indebiti pro fids Uteris pragravcntw" extend to ratal 
beans, as it probably may, they are included under the 
general title of ordinaries, and as fuch are bade to re- 
gi/ier the names of the particular priefts alluded to, at 
their firft admiflion to celebrate divine offices, for the 
fum of one penny, and no more, on pain of fuipenfion. 

Whether understood, or not, in the above constitution 
rural beans were, undoubtedly, commiffioned by Arch- 
bifliop Peckham to far more extenfive regifirarial duties 
in the firft canon of his Reading council (-AZXmcclxxix.). 
u De inftitutionibus et dc/titutionibus," addrefled to his xtfd. P . 33. 
fuffragans : — " That we may have notice of benefices jotaiw. 
becoming vacant," fays the archbifhop in Mr. Johnfon's mccluh. 
verflon of the canon, " we enjoin and command you, 
my deareft brethren, in virtue of obedience, that by 
yourfelves, your officials, archdeacons, or beans 1 , ye 
caul'c to be ■written down the names and numbers of 
churches, and rectors, with their names and firnames ; 
fo that a true account may be had of the perfons, and 
the time of their collations, by what title they hold them, 
whether by institution or commendam, of what age* the 



(') See the Injlructions to the brans rural of the diocefe of Lichfield 
and Coventry (A.D, mcclvi. — MCCLVII.), fede vacante, — Annate M(h 
najl. Burton, p. 370. — (EditoK.) 
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rectors, who are incumbents thereof, in what order ; 
whether beneficed in more than one church ; whether 
difpeni'ed with for plurality ; who are their patrons, and 
what their names ; of what value every church is, ac- 
cording to the Norwich Taxation : — and let the bifhop 
of every diocefe tranfmit mjiruments clearly ftating all 
thefe particulars to us in the city of London on the 
fob. octaves of Saint Hilary, &c. &c." The object of which 
inqueft, according to Bifhop Kennett, was to prevent 
litigious fuits for the titie of benefices ; and it was per- 
formed, he fays, by beam* ratal, in the character of offi- 
cials of the bifhop. 

On the continent, at a much later date, the like duty 
of regijlratum of benefices and beneficiaries was impofed 
" on our ecclefiaftic officers by the Decreta of the fynods 
of Saint Omer (A.D. mdlxxxiii — mdcxl.) — " Habeant 
bliani regijirutn omnium beneficiorum fui dijtrictus cum 
curd et fine curd afcriptu nominibus pojfeffbrum et ubl 
habitant : cum fpecificatione bonorum, redtUtuum,jylvarum, 
pratorum, terrarum, et limitum ac terminorum, et onerum 
annexorum quotannls exhibcndum. Ejus verd regi/iri co- 
piam authenticam ad nos mittant in epifcopatus arckwis 
refervandam." The beneficiaries were obliged to render 
accurate and minute accounts of their benefices, coun- 
terilgned by the local magiftrates, to the aeons ; and the 
latter again to the bifhop. To which purport all perfons, 
who were inducted into church-livings, took an oath at 
the time of their induction : and, if they did not fulfil 
their pledge within a year, they were liable to be cited 
before the bifhop's court and punifhed for perjury ; the 
profits of the benefice being, at the fame time, put 
under fequeftration. 
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Laftly — The beans Total of the diocefe of Rouen are «£**»««. 
charged in the Synodal Mandates of the year mdcxlvii, p.ua.wu. 
" Utjinguli omnium capetlarumfuorutn trtcanattmm titulos, 
qualitatem,jlatum, valorem, et onera, una- cum titularium 
et patronorum nommibus, in tabulis accurate defcribant, 
earumque exempla intra proximam jynodum apud acta 
CancellaritzArchiepifcopalisperferant, aut tranfmittant"&c. 



§3- 

PROHIBITION OF UNLICENSED MINISTERS. 

The bean's duties, let me add, ceafed not with enforcing 
the refidence of the duly-inftituted clergy, and registering 
them and other officiating minifters in the public matri- 
cula of the tieantg : he was alio to fupport the prohibitions 
of the church againlt unlicenfed and vagrant minifters, 
and not to allow them to celebrate within the limits of 
his authority. 

" Ne aliqids Irrcanus presbyteros extra dieecefim Leo- tv/w. -*■«* 
dienjem ab alienia quifntfcunque, epifcopis ordinatos permit- 0,n ■ IV ■™■ 
tant in fids ftecanatfnus cetebrare, niji per literas nqjiras 
eis qfienderint ipfos fuper hoc licentiatos, et tunc eos licen- 
tiee conceffie terminoa excedere non permittont." (Can.xxii.) 

Again — " Saceltanus nullus admittatur," writes the Dam. Syudi 
fynod of Saint Omer {A.D. mdlxxxiii. — mdcxl.), "niji & tu^tui.c.ui'. 
nobis probatui et admijfus. Is etiam literas admij/ionis a P ' 
nobis facta Uetano dijirictus Ulius exhibeat, qui eas vidiffe 
fe, et examindffe Jcripto tejlabitur .- nee niji ejufinodi berant 
fcripto vifo, et prqfejjione jidei emijfd, prafumant pa/lores 
eum recxpere." 

x 
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T*(.^Bai8t Again — " Summo Jludio advigilent teiani ruroles ne 
v. c. v. ^ui's facerdos Sfc. in beneficium aliquod parochiah, feu 
curatum, vel ejcercitium cura animarum .... /e/e infrw- 
daf, abfque promo examine, et kgilimd approbatione:" — 
and if any fuch unexamined and unapproved prieft dared 
to intrude himfelf by force, he was to be made over to 
the fecular power. 
**Jj™ d L If the clergy allowed any of the religious, within the 
>. udlxxi. diocefe of Bruges, to preach, or hear confejion, without 
firft exhibiting their letters of licence before the local 
beans of C&ristfaiu'tp, they incurred a fine of xii libra for 
every fuch offence. 
ip.xm.p.73. " All vain and wandering priefts," writes the namelefs 
author of A Humble Propofalfor Parochial Reformation by 
Rural Deans and Chapters, " whofe fins made them inca- 
pable of Haying long in any place, through their great 
cc. Tom. expences and little deferts," (" utpote apqftata, difcur- 

. col. 1280. . r -j iv • ■• „ o_ w, ^"V , /, 

jores, et vagi de ahis provmens, &c.) " were to be taken 
and examined by the Urate, if they came within his 
fteanrji, both concerning their orders, and the reafon of 
their vagrancy, that they might be returned to the 
places of their charge, or depofed according to the 
canons." 
*fiKbJh*nf. Such interference took place on the authority of the 
tu"v.»»p.vi. council of Cologne (A.D. mccc.) ; which farther adds, that 
thefe clerical wanderers might be admitted to the per- 
formance of minifterial functions, on the ttean'8 being 
fatisfied of the authenticity of their letters of orders, 
and their general fitnefs — " tunc demum admittantur tales, 
cum in his inventi fuerint idonei &c." (Can. in.) — But if 
they were found, on examination, to be without tefti- 
monials, from their own bifliop, of being cauonically 
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ordained and lawfully diftnifled ' from their paft cures, 
they were madmiflible to any church, or duty of the 
priefthood. Whoever ventured to employ any fuch 
perfon, merely " dicentemfe presbyterum," as a curate or 
chaplain, incurred the penalty of excommunication ; 
unlefs he again difcharged him within fix days after 
notice duly ferved upon him by the bean. The fynod can,**^. 
of Conftance (A.D. mcccclxxxi.), in a canon expreffly »Mfc'«i. 
directed " contra presbyteros ft facientes promoveri abfque 
Htteris dvmffbrm," goes yet farther, and fanctions, by 
its authority, the actual imprifonment of fuch daring 
offenders againft church-difcipline. 

At a later date, the council of Augsburg (A.D. mdxlviii.) ss. cc. TW 

^ ov ' nx.col.13D2 

authorises beans ratal to cite before them all fuch 
fufpected characters at their rural cfjaptm, to demand 
the formal exhibition in court of their letters of orders, 
and their title to the ecclefiaftical benefice to which 
they laid claim; and then to report thereon to the 
diocefan. 

The collected Statutes of the diocefe of Avranches ss.sahmag. 
(A.D. hdl.)> charge the beans — " Ut presbyteros pert- p-ssb. ' ' 
grinos ad celebrandum nullatenus admitti finant, niji poji ii./«. 
lapjitm octo dierum doceant de fuis litteris : minus verd 
ad confejfiones audiendas recipient. Ufum confeffionalium 
nifi ab offidariis noflris probatorum minimb admUtant, et 
utent.es den undent. Si quern Jciverint injuflo titulo ali- 
cujus benefidi fructibus gaudere, confejlim revelent, &c." 



(') See a form of " Ltterx Dmiffbria conceffk clerico cupieniife ab 
und dkectfi in aUam trantferre," in Gibfon'e Appendix, Cod. I. E. A. 
Tom. ii. § in. p. 1443. nv. 
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D#crrtaA%_ To the like purpofe fpeaks the fynod of Cambray of 
pp.110, in. the fame year, in the canon " De turn habenHbus curam 

animarum '." 



§4- 

PROHIBITION OF ILLEGITIMATES UNPROTECTED BY PAPAL DISPENSATION. 

It being contrary to the canon law that the font of 

clergymen, or illegitimates, mould fucceed to ecclefi- 

aftical benefices without the fpecial permiffion of the fee 

of Rome, or to whom the Pope granted the power of 

vn Efpcn difpenfing with " irregularitas ex defectu natalitium," as 

t.x'.c.'iii'."' it was denominated by the canonifts— we find the fol- 

p ' M3, lowing precept to lieanB rural of the diocefe of Liege in 

the Synodal Statutes of that fee (A.D. mcclxxxvii.) — 

Mntanciw « Pracipimus ietanf* ruralflms, qudd in f ids ttttanatfbos 

inquirant utrutn aliqui jilii faccrdotum vel Ulegitimi nati 



( ' ) The following mandates appear in the Rouen Provincial Synod* ; 
and are here admitted, as bearing upon this part of Of canal duties: — 

ii. " Mandala miffiomim pro tetnporibuf adventu* et quadragefima 
diijunetim dabuntur ; et aTCfafpittODtcri feu otcani rural** ntcnon res- 
tore* eccleftarum parockiaUvm prohibentur admittere quemlibet concio- 
natorem temporilm* quadragefimte, n0 ad kunc effectum ficum ferat 
mandatum particulars, quo confut rationem villicalioni* futg pro ad- 
ventu ftdi arcfutpifcopali reddidjffe." (Mandata Arch. Rotomag. &c. 
use xxx vm.) 

it. " SKfciprrtSjrtett feu lucani malt* prooidebunt ne quit concio- 
natar quadragejimm Umporibui recipiatur, qui turn promifirit fife ibi- 
dim per octavos facrofancti fdcramenti, et ajjiimptioiii* btat\flima 
Maria Virginia, in konorem voti regit et confecratiard* regvi, verbum 
DM prmdicaturwn. Laid auUm votit noftrit per opera earitatu abfi- 
cundare non recufent." 
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obtinent aliqua benefida eeclejjnjlica Jine difpenfationeJedU 
apojtolkte - quoaji invenerint, moment patronis beneficio- 
rum, qudd ipfa beneficia conferant perfonis idonets, et 
nomina talium fuperiori Juo Jub pamd excommimicationis 
reimtUmt" Can. xii. 

This law applied to " illegititni nati," both laical and 
clerical: and, the learned Thomaflin thinks, no diffe- 
rence was made in reference to the latter, whether born 
in or out of wedlock, as long as they were " infacerdotio 
geniti." Extra. deJSiis presbyU c. xiv. Loop-holes, how- 
ever, there were, by which to efcape this irregularity 1 
" ex defectu natalitium: "—fee a form of difpenfation " pro 
illegitimi nato, ut poffit obtinere dignitatem aid beneficium," 
in Gibfon's Appendix, Tom. n. p. 1340. \ in. Art. iv. 

In a canon of inftructions to archdeacons and titans « 



(") This natal or natalUious defect does not appear to have been an 3(tui Simi- 
infnrmoun table bar to promotion in our own fee, though the inftances !S?"""' 
of fuch irregularity were numerous. There was no limit to the papal Bplfcop. s*™m. 
power of difpeufation in adjufUng thefe difqualifications and putting 
matters to rights ; as the following anecdote proves, reflecting the elec- 
tion of Richard Bingham to the vacant fee of Sarum. Forty-one canons 
and prebendaries were prefent at the preliminary meeting, by themfelves 
or proctors ; being aulhoriied to proceed to the election of one of their 
body to fill the vacant epifcopal throne. But of this number, there were 
fome, fays the regifter, " qui nan poUrant eligi, ed quod non effhit de 
legitimo mtUrimomo, utpote ocranuS ejujaem eccltJUe, et quidam alii. 
Aliqui lumen novum diccbant fe ejfe munilotjuptr hoc per indulgtnttam 
apojlolicam, veluti mag. W. de Merton, archdiaconut Berkjir. mag. de 
Chabbeham, fiihdecamu Sarum, quorum tUtrque protulil indulgen&am 
apojlolicam, cum tali tamen adjectiont: ' Ita tamen quod fi ad epifco- 
patnm vocatuB fueris, ilium fine licentia noftrfi Jpeciali iiullo modo re. 

□pias." Alii vera confiUbantur defectum natalium fuorum, 

nullum penUu* habtnte* fuper hoc indulgentiurn." Thefe indulgences, 
it is noticed, were all of the pontificate of Gregory IX. 
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rural of the fore-mentioned diocefe of Liege, the atten- 
tion of thefe officers is particularly directed to a fecond 
irregularity, which incapacitated a clergyman for holding 
a benefice ; namely, where he was the fon of the imme- 
diately preceding incumbent : — " Nulla* JUius Jacerdotu 
obtineat beneficium," feys the canon referred to, " in quo 
iiingfloei'i pater fuus immediate defervivit." Such a clerk was illegi- 
i.i.'p.3a8.' timatised by the canon law of Weftern Europe; but not 
,i * JW«* in England. Though the rule was entered in our pro- 
Z, r.t f£ vincial conftitutions— (fee CC. M. B. et H. Vol. i. p. 474. 
"J- 107 - A.D. mclxxiii.), ftill it is generally held, the bifhop of 
Worcefter fays, that it was never received here; and 
therefore we find no inftructions to titans rural on the 
fubject, in the councils of Great Britain and Ireland \ 
Bqftardy, however, without difpenfation, was always a 
juft objection to a prefented clerk. See Thomaffin V. et 
N. E. D. Tom. u. P. n. L. i. c. lxxxiv. p. 251. vi. feqq. 



(') There were two reafons for the law " NtJUiu&Jaecedatpairi;" 
one was, to difcourage the marriage of priefts (fee ConJL Dom. Othon. 
innotuti) ; the other, that benefices Ihould not become hereditary. (See 
Conft Peckliam. A. B. Proe. L. i. Tit. vm.) " They are certainly mif- 
taken," fays Mr. Johnfbn, " who fuppofe that all the children of clergy- 
men, in timet of popery, were illegitimate, and would have this to be 
the reafon of the canon. A pried might have children before be entered 
into any orders ; that is, while he was oftiary, acolyth, or exorcift." See 
Mr. Whitaker's IE/lory of Manchefter, Vol. n. B. n. c. xn. § n. p. 460. 
Sttu* Stitit- In the Inquifttio tie terrd de Wokingham per Adam de Ivelceftre, 

DemunwT (.A.D. wcoxv. — mccxiv.), Decorum Sarum, there are feveral examples 
M.10B, f prieils and deacons, fathers and fons, being married and holding 

Diacmi uxaraii. benefices fucceflively within the diocefe of Salisbury. 
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GUARDIANSHIP OF THE TEMPORALITIES OP THE CHURCH DURING 
VACANCY AND SEQUESTRATION. 

As the legitimate guardians of the church's tempora- s* p«t ■■■. 
lities in country diftricts, it has been incidentally fhewn, 
in a former part of thefe notes, that &eans ratal (there 
called anSprtsbgwrs) were canonically commiffioned, as 
early as the ninth century, to the conservation of the 
property of the vacant tituli of their Hrt&tyrESujjtrratts, 
True indeed it is, that, in the canon referred to, their 
honeliy in the office of collecting ecclefiaftical fruits is 
more than questionable ; — they are charged with the 
appropriation of the produce and revenue of other 
churches to their own ufe ; — an iniquitous breach of 
truft condemned by the Parian council (A.J). dccclv.) — 
" Tollenda eji prava omnind amfuetuda, qua in nonnullis Tb<™fHn./'.M 
loci* oriri ccepit : quia, nonnulli arcjjipKsbjitEri, vel aliorum r.'i. u'a. d. ' 
titulorum cuftod6t,fruges t vel aliarum ecclejiarum reditu*, 
ad propria* domos abducunt Ike." — infinuating, with too 
much feeming truth, that fuch abduction looked more 
like robbery, than protection of church property. 

But whatever lack of honeft ftewardftiip our Pavian 
officers may have fhewn in the cafes reprobated by the 
cited council, it was ufual, there and eliewhere, upon the 
vacancy of any church, for the beans to have the cujlody 
of it ; that is, fays Mr. Somner in fpecial relation to our 
infular church-ufages, " to collect the fruits, and get the -*■«?«««* =/ 
cure fuppUed, in the name and Head of the archdeacon, vLxTffis. 
during the church's widowhood : and to that end the 
bean had the church-door key delivered to him ; which, 
upon his induction of the new incumbent, to put him 
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in pofleffion of the church, he ufed to deliver again to 
him, according to the manner of giving corporal pof- 
feffion, in thofe elder times obferved." 
parockmi Antt- Not only did they gather the fruits of the vacant 
p!ut " " benefice in truft for the future incumbent, but they alfo 
cil^wrf™, took care that the glebe lands were feafonably tilled, and 
^i^L^"' fown to the belt advantage ; — (duties now performed by 
-looking for recompence to him in 
whofe behalf they acted as tru/hes and guardiant of the 
benefice, viz. the future incumbent : — " Terra ecclefa- 
rum vacantium incultte non j octant, fed per tltcannm locf 
excolantur, ab eo, qui fructus receperit, fumptibus refun- 
dendis, vel pro parte Jructuum tradantur aiiis excolenda. 
Itetanf, qui circa, hoc negligentes extiterint, puniantur." — 
To which Worcefter conftitution " De terris defunctorum 
incuttis" (A.D. mccxl.) — the fifty-firft of the fynod of 
v i. H. p. us. Exeter (A.D. mcclxxxvii.) adds, — If the bran and fu- 
ture incumbent cannot agree on the point of remune- 
ration, any difpute thereupon fhall be fettled by the 
ordinary. 

In the province of Rouen, it was cuftomary for the 
bean of the dhtrict to accompany the farmer of the 
vacant benefice, and conjointly with him infpect its 
condition at the commencement of the term of his lay- 
tenancy ; fo that the farmer might be obliged to give it 
up in the fame condition at the expiration of his term : — 
cc.itAtomag. "Cum vacabit aliqua ecctefia," the fynod of Conftance 

fn».P.H.p.56S. , * ,, ,i *. , 

sym>d. c m - [A.D. mccclxxv.) enacts, " accedant ad locum otcanf cum 
firmario, et videant in quo Jiatu ecclejiamfufcipiet firma- 
rius, ut ita aquh bono Jiatu in fine termini Jut earn dindt- 
tere teneatur: " — a very judicious law in cafe of litigated 
right of prefentation, or where a benefice is neceflarily, 
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from any caufe whatever, long vacant, and liable to 
deterioration from laical mifmanagement. 

In forae diocefes, heretofore, it was ufual for the 
entire profits of vacant benefices to accrue to the bif hops. 
In others, the diocefans had certain referved rights, 
which were managed and accounted for by the local 
ordinaries, the beans ratal, as cujiodes of the church's 
temporalities during vacancy. 

In the diocefe of Melun (A.D. mcci.) it was decided by e* chart, eki 
Innocent III. in perfon (during a long-pending conteft «rrh«d«. **" 
on the appointment of beans ratal — whether veiled de &, c .rp r,tw 
jure in the bifhop alone, or in the bifhop and archdeacon nES^.' oufar. 
—and decided by the Pope in favour of the bifhop,) that ta ™ C8 - 
"pa- bctanojf ru talcs j'uecurfus debeat eeclefiarum vacan- 
tium procurari; " — the bifhop receiving two parts of the 
crops, oblations, &c. as his Jiiccurfus (fecours) or deportus, 
and the archdeacon one part, during vacancy. 

In the extenfi ve diocefe of Poictiers, the archdeacons Thonamn. v. * 
and Bicipital* were allowed, by the fynod of A.D. p.m. Lli!"'"' 
mcclxxx, their portions, entitled quarentena, out of the **** ¥ "' p,MS - 
produce of vacant benefices — that is, the fortieth part of §jJ?£J£ 
the income of each ; — the whole of the refldue being ^^ fav ' 
paid to the bifhop, as his deportus '. If they detained 
more than their lawful fhare, even though the fee were 
vacant, they were to refund it within a month: — and 
the fame protection of epifcopal rights extended to the 



(') ** Si contigerit deportus nofbrotfeu rectoret vel curatot, ecclejta* CC. Roiomog. 
ad firmam. lata* traders ; nulio modo permiilant btcant dicta* laicotji J "*jj£j P ' "' 
intromittere de tu quee pertinent aliari, out flare juxta Mud pro obla- Smad. Omjhn- 
tiombu* redpiendii, fid omnia fpiritualta, qutecunupte fint, per pretby- HJEJ^j 
terot idoneot, & nobii approbate*, difponentur honefie." 
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goods of inteftate beneficiaries : — " Monemus archidia- 
corns et arrijfpresbstnos, ut quidqutd de proventibus eccle- 
jiarum et aliorum benefkiorum vacantium, curam haben- 
tium animarum annexam, ultra quarentenat fuas, fede 
vacante, perceperint, et alios qui de pradictis aliquid habue- 
rint : necndn omnes ilbs, qui de bonis facerdotum et cleri- 
corum benefkiatorum intejiatorum aiiquid habuerint, fede 
vacante, nobis vel mandato noftro rejiituant infra tnenjem." 
In their capacity of church-guardians, it was committed 
to the beans by the Liege ftatutes (A.D. hcclxxxvii.), to 

Gtojfoj-.Tom.il. make inquifition "do ecclefiis dcfalcatis" — -that is, ac- 
cording to Ducange, of churches, the revenues of which 
had been feized on plea of debt. The beans were to 

V"*' jt * ea Mo P r °f ecu ' ; e their inquiries, and report to the bifhop, " Qudd 
ecclefieE funt defalcate?, et per quos et in quibus : et nos 
omnes defalcations ecclefiarum minus kgtiimi facias rtvo- 
camus, et pr&cipimus fub pond excommunkationis omnibus 
qui bona ecclefiarum habent per defalcationem minus legi- 
time" factum, qudd ea ecclefiis it quibus funt defalcata rejii- 
tuant &c. &c." 

gBfcZgZf*' The perfons and goods of clergymen being exempt 

Jitntattmfli, from feizure " per laicalem ju/litiam," within the diocefe 
of Arras, the beans were authorifed, by a conftitution of 
that fee (A.D. mcccclv.), to interfere for their immediate 
liberation and reftitution, on pain of excommunication. 
Nay more — if the freedom of an arretted clerk, whether 
for debt or other civil offence, was not immediately 
ceded to the bean ratal on application, the council of 
Compeigne enacted (A.D. mcci.), that divine fervice 
mould be fufpended in the parifh of his capture, or 
prefent detention, and continue fo fufpended, until fuch 
time as he was reftored to full liberty, at the place where 
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he was firft illegally arrefted. Again — by the council of 
De Senlis (A.D. hcocxvii.) it was decreed, that if any 
temporal lords, or their fervants, violated the church's 
property by lpoliation, or unjuft occupation, their man- 
lions fliould be excluded from the church's protection, 
and the occupiers deprived of all fpiritual miniftrations, 
till full atonement was made: — to which things, the 
beans, as defenders of ecclefiaftical privileges and pro- 
perty, within their jurifdictions, were bound to attend by 
the general refpontibility attached to their office and 
ftation. 

In England, the benefices of the clergy being liable to 
fequeftration, on other occafions than vacancy, one of 
the molt frequent caufes of this procedure being en- 
forced againft a beneficiary was, and is, infolvency. 

It was not uncommon, of old, for the mandate iflued 
from the epifcopal court, upon the king's writ to fetisfy 
the debts of an incumbent, to be configned for execu- 
tion to the Bean rural ; — there being, till the middle of 
the fourteenth century, no lay-guardians, or church- 
wardens, eftablithed among us, to fulfil that duty. — 
Thus, White Kennett relates, that the rector of Am- pantuatAnu- 
brofden (A.D. mcccxvii.) being indebted to Peter Colin, J.s3T.'&g!w. 
merchant, in the fura of fifty-feven pounds, and, upon Dig^f im. 
profecution at law, being found to have no temporals to 
latisfy the laid debt, a precept was directed to the bilhop 
of Lincoln to feque/ier his benefice on default of pay- 
ment. The bilhop directed his orders to the official of 
the archdeacon of Oxford, and the official to the rural 
bean of Burcelter, to execute the laid precept. 

Indeed, it appears, that the whole of the minifierial 
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department oifequeJlraXion ', — whether, during the vaca- 
tion of a benefice, for the fupply of the cure, the ma- 
nagement of the profits, and fuftentation of the church 
buildings, — or, during incumbency, for enforcing necef- 
fary repairs, (in cafe of non-compliance, on the part of 
the beneficiary, after due admonition to amend defects) 
— or, pendente lite, in inftances of difputed title, — or for 
neglect offerving the cure after inftitution and induction, 
— or for debit, or any other caufe, — was configned of 
old to Brans ratal in England. Nor does it appear that 
the Belgian ecclefiaftics of the lame name and title were 
lefs concerned with the Jequejlration of benefices at a 
later period. 
%£J?y£Lr The fynod of Ypres (A.D. mdlxxvil), touching upon 
■Hi. vii. »p. tx. fome of the fpecified reafons of fequeftration, decrees : — 
" Si defumtorum eedifida non inveniantur in debitd repa- 
ratione confervata, aut defuncti decefferint multo are aUeno 
gravati, curare debent iHtanf, ut mobilia relicta Jiatlm 
fequejlrentur ; inhibendo per edictum publicum Sfuggejlu, 
et, fi neceffe Juerit, cum afftftentid brachii ftzcularis, ne 
qui debitores quidquam folvant heredibus defunctorum 
abfque cauftf cogniiione et noftro confenfu ; ut hdc vid 
turn adificia refiaurentur, turn etiam creditoribu* defunc- 
torum abfque difficuUate pojjttfatisficri" 
siatta snodi Again — " Si beneficia pojfidentes fuQrum bencficiorum 
pp.58, st.' oner a perfolvere negleserint," fays the fynod of Tournay 
(jLD. mdlxxiv.), "jructus omnes benefidorum kujufmodi 



3W.»brofca, (■) " Brcsmifl in fuo de cetera 6«ansrtu fu fine quarts injuftdfrvitid 
V^ifwf. fequeftrotor, #c" Ex Kgt#tt. W. Wlckwane Ebor. 
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per bccannm arrefientur, donee de prtedictorum onerum 
perfolutionc conjliterit." 

" Bona etiam ecdefiarum,feu beneficiorum per mortem 
vel refignationem aut alihs vacantium, fed et litigioforum, 
ac aliorum quorum pojfeffbrea refidentiom non faciunt, 
exceptis privilegiatu, qui de prwilegio tempore debito fidem 
habere tenentur, imd eorum qua rectores ob excommunka- 
tionis fententiam, vel comrnijfum delictum adminiftrare non 
poffunt, omniumque presbtfterorum illegitimorum et aliorum 
ab intefiato decedentium,fimili arrefio fubjicimus, ttttanfs 
nofirisferid injungentes, quatenus nomine nojlro hujufmodi 
beneficiis, de fructibus eorundem, in divinis laudabilitir 
defervire faciant,nec prius manum ab arrefio Uvent, qubm 
fciverint 8$c. . . . quempiam idem bentficium pacifici pojji- 
dere, 8$c." 

And, tbat the beans might be remunerated for the «<*. yw*»s 
labours " quos ecclefia, pa/ioribus, et domibus eorum "**' *" 
mortuariis circa pramiffa impendunt," it is farther enacted 
by the fynod of Ypres (A.D. mdlxxvii.), that they fhall 
receive, according to ancient ufage, '* h domo mortuarid 
cujufque pafioria optimum inter relicta mobilia pignus " — 
a cuftom both juft and reafonable in the eftiraation of 
the fynod, and therefore renewed and confirmed, both 
by it and by the fubfequent one of mdcix. — "Betanf Ttt.wm.cs. 
enim" fays the latter, " et cwentibus et morientibuM omni- 
bus paftoribu* ex aquo invigilant." 

To enable beans rural readily, and without molefta- 
tion, to fulfil the office of fequefirators of church pro- 
perty, for whatsoever caufe alienated pro tempore, and 
to convert it to the objects of the Jequefiration, the 
following wary canon palled the church of Oflbry in 
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prohibemus, ne aliquis rector* vicarius, procurator eorum, 
necfirmarius ecclejiarum decimas feu fructus ecclefiafticos 
extra folum ecclefiee in laicum feodum coUigere, deponere, 
fi Jolum habent ecclefiafiicum, nee collect, in grojfo ven- 
dere, quomin&s !ocf ortofnatfi poffint fructus fufficientes 
invenire fequejlrandos,ji neceffe fuerit, pro fujientatione 
defervientium in iifdem in objequiis divims, et omnibus eis 
incumbentibus indi levand. transferre prafumat quovif- 
rnodo, fub pcend excommunicationis mqjoris &c." 

With the regulation of fequeftrations, and other mat- 
ters connected with vacant benefices, in the iflands of 
Jerfey and Guernfey, tuval beans have Hill much con- 
cernment The twenty-fourth and twenty-fifth canons 
SiSTJ? t. °^ ^ e Conjlitutions Ecclefiaftical thus fpeak : — " En cos 
Appe*di*,Ho.i. de vacance d'aucun benefice, foil par mart ou autrement, 

pp. 207, SOB. •* •* r 

le Uogtn donnera ordre prefentement que lea fruits d'iceluy 
benefice faint skquejlrhs, et que du provenu cCiceux la cure 

foitfuppUe; et aujfy que la veuve ou heritiers du deffunct 
recoivent felon la proportion du temps de fan fervice, 

fuivant a- Vufage de Vijle, fauf ct qui feroit necejfaire a 
deduire pour les dilapidations, s'il y en a; et donnera 
terme convenable it la veuve du deffunct defe pourvoir de 
domicile; et baillera ct qui fera de refidu au procham 
incumbant, auquel le sequejlrataire en rendra compte." 
(25th.) — " Sur la mefme occafion de vacance d'aucun 
benefice, fi dans fix mots le gouverneur ne prifentcwicun 
au reverend pire en Dieu fivefque de Wincheftre, ou 
en cas de vacance de ce fiige, au tres-reverend pire en 
Dieu I'archevefque de Canterbury, pour ejlre admis et 
inftitue audit benefice, alors le bogrn certifiera du temps de 
la vacance aux ditsjhigneurs evefque ou archevefque, felon 
qu'U efcherra, a- ce qu'ils ordonnent pour la collation du 
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benefice : et tors qu' aucun leur fera prefente, le Bogen 
donnera attejlation du comport et fujjifance de la partie, 
pour ejlre approve par iceux, devant que d'etre admit 
actuellement par le Bogen en pojjeffion du dit benefice" 
In the commiffion of the Bean of Guernfey the fame 
powers are conveyed. See "the Commiffion of the prefent 
Sean/ in Berry's Guernfey, p. 263. 

But with fequeflrations, here in England, rural art&- 
priests have no longer any thing to do. "The canon 
lawyers," fays Bifhop White Kennett, "foon deprived 
the lonntrg titans of this as well as all other parts of 
jurifdiction. For the chancellors of the bifhop, or the PamMaiAiat- 
archdeacons, laid claim to the cuftody of vacant churches, ffim '. 
and, by forms of fequejlration, affigned them over to the 
ceconomi, or lay-guardians of the church." And yet it 
were much to be wifhed, for the good of the church, that, 
on all fuch occaBons, the ratal Bean of the diftrict, aided 
by a neighbouring incumbent, were reftored to his an- 
cient capacity of infpecting and managing, as a truftee, 
the profits of &fequeflered benefice, and of fupplying or 
providing for the cure; and thereby "the damage as Caitxi.B.A. 
well as uneafinefa too often occafioned to the clergy by uur.Mp.ii. 
the neglect, unfaithfulnefs, or obftinacy of church- * 
wardens " (in Gibfon's words) were remedied. 

The Convocation of mdccx. would have fo reftored him. ccm.b. it h. 
It was propofed as meet for confideration, "whether 
rural Beans fhould not be firft nominated in fequejlrations, 
and in all other commiffions to be ifiued from the bifhop 
or ecclefiaftical court relating to any perfons or matters 
within their refpective diftricts." The fuggeftion, unfor- 
tunately, was never brought to bear on the office : the 
whole meafure turned out abortive. 
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CARB OF ECCLESIASTICAL EDIFICES— CHURCH— HA MM — CHURCH-YARD 

—CHURCH-UTENSILS, GOODS, AND ORNAMENTS SACRAMENTS AND 

SACRAMENTAL8. 

One of the moft ufeful branches of office belonging to 
the titan of ©firfotfanitg — though not of equal antiquity 
with fome already dated in relation to perfons — is that 
pertaining to the care and examination of the material 
fabric of the church and ecclejiajiical buildings generally, 
in order to their being properly fupported by the par- 
ties liable to their fuftentation ; — of which much has 
been already faid in Part it. § n. pp. 164 — 199., and § v. 
pp. 299—301. 
Fmu^ mbl * '^^ e V er S ona ^ vifitation of thefe ftructures attaches 
<&■£*, Jnij primarily to the epifcopal office \ But, as a minute 

HDCCCXXIII. f . * ... 

pis. infpection of them and their contents is not only labo- 

rious, but almoft impracticable to the diocefan of an 
exteniive diocefe tn pcrfon, it is more ufual, and generally 
more advifable, to delegate the duty to others — to arch- 
deacons and rural titans. To the former however, it 
mult be allowed, the bufinefs of parochial vijitation in 
detail is often nearly as difficult as to the bifhop : 
whence it has come to pafs, that, by devolution, in fome 
diocefes (in many, archdeacons do vi/it parochially), it 



(') Contidering how greatly the difcipllne of the church is defeated by 
exemptions from epifcopal vilitation and jurifdiction generally; and 
what irregularities are committed in places protected by them (of which 
a glaring example is afforded, I regret to fay, in my own ttanrn, and 
noticed in Fart rv. § n. p. 200, note ') ; it would be well for the church, 
if the law projected by the Reformatio Legum Ecelefiafticarum were to 
Dt yyaatiomi- be ratified and put in execution. The title is, " Prwiiegia locorum 
*™fa?*'" V " 1 ' txenvptorummoderanda;" and the fuggefted remedy is this: — "Quoni&m 

libertates 
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has fallen to the beans ; who are fo diftributed through 
the archdeaconries, as to be able to perform the duty, 
vicarioufly for their fuperiors, with the beft pofflble 
effect, and the leaft poflible trouble '. 



Hbertatea et imnranitates ecclcfiafticas * lictnliofam videmiu fapemimerd 
afferre peccandi ficvritatem ; volumut, vl epifcopis ticeat in omnia col- 
Ugia, focietattt, et catiu, qu/e quidem m eorum duecefibut conflilerint, 
quanttancunque privilegiis pramumantur, infpectare, ptenajque peccatu 
illorum qjfignare, mm JoSim commumbut vtfitationum, fid omnibus 
aliis lemporibui, dim magnitudo criminum pofhdabit, et eandem archi 
tpifcopus infud provincial poteftatem kabcbit." 

With regard to die particular cafe alluded to within the testis of 
Chalke, I am happy to fay, lince the note above referred to was written, 
that a curate has been appointed by the Roman-Catholic patron and 
ordinary of the place, at the earned felicitation of the ratal Stan, (by 
whom it bad been fuggefted to the patron that the Court of King's 
Bench would be moved to ifluc a matidamui, and compel the appoint- 
ment,) and the parifli church has been re-opened (dbo osatias!) for 
divine fervice. ■ 

(') The Reformatio Legutn Etxlef. continues the vifitational capacity £> e Ecctefii ti 
of archdeacons, and makes arcbprtSbsttrB rural accountable to them in J*»»'/<™ 9". 
refpect of dilapidations &c. " Archidiaconut anmi JingvUs bit, out ad 
minimum fimel arehidiaconatum jiium perlttfirairiL - ArtbfnmbntrroS, 
et inferior** reliquo* minijlrot unmet non fiium faorutn admowbit offi- 

ciorum, 

' To ihew that our eccleuarticaJ-law reformers did not overrate the evil* of 
sMtmptim, I fubjoln an extract from Bishop Seth Ward's flotttta of the diocefe 9)0ttt«* Gcnji 
of Sarum, touching the place above alluded to — " Loctu eft famojut propter SpHcoBi 6a- 
matrimtmia olandaJHna £ e. m contumeliom toalefia, etfamUiarum ruinam ! " and """' 
I add In corroboration, that the olcleft parish regifter belonging to this iinior- 
tnnnte place (from mdcliv. to mdclvui. — and from mdclxxxvi, to MSCCXLIV.) Homo's Hi/L tf 
wai offered for fale In an adjoining market-town in irocccxix, and in now in rPittilart, 
the poffoffion (fortunately) of Sir R. C. Hoareof Stourheed. « 111 as this regifter D»n*<"tn.P»* 
haa bean kept," fays the hiftorian, " it is much fuperior to the other (com. 
mendng itdccli.), than which nothing can he more difprnceful to the curate* 
of this parish." 
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Many and exprefs are the canons entrusting thefe 
delegate powers to trrans rural. Some have been already 
incidentally cited under vifitaiional duties; and others 
will be found in the gtyprnttfx of Documents. A few are 
here fubjoined. The Meath Conflitutions of Simon 
cc.«.Rj<H. Rochfort (^.D. mccxvi.) enact, "n. .. . Ut arcftfprrsbp- 
Uxi quotannls, et fapius, fi opus fuerit, pcrfonatiter vifi- 
tent Jlatum et conditionem omnium ecclefiarum infra Juos 
Oecanaius; etji qud ecclefia reparatione indigeat, hortentur 

gregem dominicum ad earum reparationem &c 

videant etiam an domus pafiorum et capetlanorumjintfarta 
tecta &c." 
oagiiioD'i ^ww i< Cum fit confonumjuri" fays Oliver Sutton, biftiop of 
sas^ntir. Lincoln (A.D. mccxcii.), in a monition addrefled to the 
bean rural of Hoyland in that diocefe, "ut parochiani 
locorum, ad reparationem feu conjiructionem ecclefiarum, 
nolentes contribuere,fud fponte, ad id per cen/uram eccle- 
fiafticam, rations prawid, compellantur ; vobis jirmitfr 
injungendo mandamus, quatenus parochianos ' ecclefia de 
Malton ad refectionemfeu conjiructionem campanUis ecclefia 
ejufdem, facialis contribuerc, prout decet : contradicentes et 
rebelles cenfurd kujufmodi canonici compellentes." 

The fynod of Conftance in Normandy (A.D. mccclxxt.) 
admonifhes all beneficiaries to have then- houfes and 
dwellings repaired, on pain of fequeftration — and the 
fteana to vifit and report to the fynod : — " Omnes eccle- 



ciorum,fid ralioncm etiam ab eis repeiet, et de tcmplorum ac eedifkiwum 
mini*, et de thefauri pavperum difiributxone, et de bonorum ecdejxai vel 
accejione vd decejfifmt. Quod auUmJke in hit rebut, five m Ulit qua 
ad avr jjiprtpfesitvi exploratUmem refermtur peccatum erit, per cenfurat 
ecclrJUifticat corrigetur." 
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fiq/ika perfona beneficia obtinentes, domos et habitations ss.itiam.ag. 

Juorum beneficiorum fecundum eorum facutiates faciant p- m* 
reparari, fub patnd fequeftrationis juorum beneficiorum. a.Dm&xizx*. 
Et qudd fiecani quilibet in fuo ttetanata dtc/tw dtww* oi/?- 
fenf, e* nofrw referant infra jt/nodum." 

Out cardinal-bifhop of Sarum (Campegio) Jpecially Fa/cknau/u- 
directa the attention of beans ratal to the lame points of r "*' p ' 
reftoring and fuftaining church-houfes, fubject to the fame 
penalties, on the part of the beneficiaries, for non-com- 
pliance. The injunction appears in his " Confiituiio ad 
removendos abuftis," (A.D. mdxxiv.) Nor are the fynods pi p^JJ 1 ,, 
of M alines, about the fame date, backward in inculcating » «*»*■• 

, ■ rt i etp.TiiLp.67i. 

the like infpectionary duties, with even wronger threats 
on paft and future neglect 

The fynod of Cambray (AJ>. mdl.) charges the Beans n**'* ■** 
to fee to the due reparation and fuftentation of all c««r ««/», 

r p. 109. See tlfo 

church edifices ; and enacts, that, if it fhould happen, statu* ssm^ 
that "Propter negUgentiam ttecanorum ©fjtfetfanitatfs, qui *n».«i.),pp. 
ea* tencntur vifitare, domos curatorum et capellanorum 
pejorari, bccanf, oA quorum defectum hoc accidet, et eorum 
beneficia teneantur dicta* domos relevare, vel reparari fa- 
cere, juit propriis fumptibus et expert/is." 

" Ubl domus pajloralis eft," fays the fynod of Saint ££^£^ 
Omer (J.D. mdlxxxui.), " non liceat pafiori fine exprejfo ™ ^JJ- 
confenfu nqftro, aliam inhabitare: earn autem domum debite £»■ ( AJi - 
ab ipfo reparari et far lam leciatn confervari pracipimus, »•»■) 
nifi r&parationes illius ab alus fieri debere certd confiet. 
Atque in hoc advigilabunt feduld Ortanf aliique vifitatores, 
ne, quod contigijfe alicubi deprehendimus, paulatlm per 
incuriam pq/iorum domus illtz deter iorenlur, immd cor- fg f ^"^ tpta 
ruant, cum magno interdum fuccefforum pre&udkio. Si Ttt -™ ,T » 4 
quos negligentes deprekendcriht, nobis dmurUiabunt, ut 
v2 
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not ipji eorum fumptibus earn reparationem fieri curemus, 
et pro prateritd ncgligentid pumatnut." 

DtcKtaSyMdi The fynod of Tournay {A.D. mdlxxiv.), " De Jttcanis 

p.s«. ' © y i(st(an(iatfs rf forum ofide" cap. am. orders, *' 8i 
domos, aliaque ad ecclejias fpectantia adificia, rectoret 
cotiabi permi/erint, per netanos de bonis arrejiatis hujuf- 
modi adificia reparentur, altoquln ob comrnijfam negligen- 
ttam propriit eorum expenfis id ip/itmfiat i" and further 
inftructs ' the titans of GCijrf»tfan(t« in the proper method 
of railing funds for reftoring the churches of their bean- 
xlt 3, in cafe the fame have actually become dilapidated — 
the tithe-holder being bound to rebuild the choir at his 
own coft, and the parifhioners at large (by a collection 
capitatim) the nave. Cap. xm. 

The council of Milan {A.D. mdlxxix.) capacitates fora- 

ss. cc. T.m. neons bf cars, or Deans, to inquire — " Quijingulartan ecclt- 
Jiarum, pra/ertim parochialium Jiatus, an Ji qua inftau- 
rationem dejidtrant ; an debito cultufraudantur, Sec." 

Dnrita tt sta- The fynod of Malines (A.D. mdcvii.) authorifes the 

tola St/nod- 1 » m- 

*«*&i.p.iffl). Deans to order immediate repairs, at their annual nifita- 
tions ; and bids them denounce difobedient beneficiaries 
to the dioceutn, or his vicar-general. 
jgAjj*/ Thefynod of Ypres (A.D. mdcix.) enacts, " Pa/tores de 
Tttn.uzviii. reparandia et reficiendis fuis domibus poftorcdibus maxime 
finl JoUkiti ; referantque ad nos ttttanf in Juts vijitationi- 
bus, qui ed in re negligentes aut inobedientcs fuerint." 



CReUmag- (') la cafe of new chapels being erected in their oisnrlti, the an&- 

nfttftntn* ratal were under an obligation, in the diocefe of Rouen 

ment and found: 
office of the arc! 
he archives of tl 

dbyGoOgl 



(A.D. wdciiiviii.), to exhibit the contracts of endowment and founda- 
tion, in order that copies might be depolkcil in the office of the arch- 
bifhop's fecretary, and the original* preferred among the archives of the 
diocefe. 
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That of Bois-le-duc (A.D. mdcxii.) bids the arthprfists stiusywd. 
of the diocefe inquire, at their vifitations, i( UtrHm eccle- « P . iv.'pV. ' 
^<£ reparatione egeant, et cosmeteria beni occlufajtnt." 

Religion being deeply interefted in the prefervation 
and decent condition of ecclefiafiiaal edifices — fuch effential 
aids to its outward maiiifeftatioii in the world — fuch 
allectives to divine worfhip, and fo indilpeiii'able to paro- 
chial incumbency— no wonder, the moft recent inftruc- 
tions to titans ratal in England and Ireland, as well as *« ywmr <a 
the mojl ancient, invariably include all church-buildings Urnxnumtntt. 
as objects of annual, or occasional, vifitation and exami- 
nation—equally thofe confecrated to the fervice of God, 
and thofe dedicated to the inhabitancy of his mhufter. 
Nor are the cemeteries of the dead overlooked, either in 
our infular documents, or in thofe of continental churches. 

The Deans are to take care that the churchyards are 
well and fufficiently maintained with walls, pales, or 
hedges, and that they are kept in a decent and befitting 
manner, neither defecrated by cattle, nor violated by 
other profane intrufion. The lame ftrict injunctions 
apply, in a higher degree, to churches. 

By the fynod of Arras (A.D. mcccclv.) the fetalis are ajfc Symxiai. 
bade to allow no tavern- keeping nor wine-felling in church- AiLbattifr, 
houfes, on pain of excommunication, and a fine of ten 
pounds : — " Ne in domibus ecclefiantm tabernas vel vinum 
venule teneant; fub poind excommunicationis, et decern 
librarian Parijienfium : " and by an inhibition of Bilhop o/jg*™'* Fer - 
Dalberby of Lincoln (A.D. moccix. — moccxiv.), they are p.sm! 
charged to forbid all judicial proceedings, fair-holding, 
marketing, &c. within the churches of that diocefe. 
Specially, alio, does Oliver Sutton enjoin the Bean of 
Hoyland, by name, (A.D. mccxcii.) to forbid the laity 
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collecting their rents in fuch holy places. See, Lincoln 

Document*, &pp£ntJto:, N°. v. and vi. But to return to 

churchyards. 

oajrtm...'. *■«■- The Beans rural of the latter extenfive diocefe had 
their attention particularly directed to the profanation 
of churchyards in the latter end of the thirteenth and 
beginning of the fourteenth centuries, by the fame 
bifhops— Sutton and Dalberby. Several mandates to 
p m - that effect, from Oughton's Formulary, are tranfcribed 
into my SppeaBEi of Inflruments. Of which, one is 

HppmDir, iin- addreffed to the fore-named Bean of Hoyland (A.D. 

No. i. ' mccxci.), Hating, that many abufes, requiring immediate 

reformation, had come to Bifhop Oliver's ears during bis 
lafl viiitation of that tttanrg) : among which, in particular, 
the violation of parochial cemeteries by the rectors', vicars', 
or other cattle, is noticed — " Ceemeteria ecclefiarum poro- 
chialium, per pecora rectorum &c. turpiter macuUari; Jive 
per defectum claujura, jive per quorundam negligeniiam, 
&c. &c." And the mandate, in conclulion, bids the btSB 
inflict condign canonical punifhment for all fuch tref- 
pafles and infringements of the immunity of facred places, 
p. mi. — A fecond mandate, addreffed to the Stan of GC&tfetttinftB 

JaD^mnu,, of Lincoln (A..D. hccxciv.), complains of the like profa- 
nation " turn per pecora, cunt per ejecta et effvfa a domi- 
bus circumhabitantium ;" and bids that officer, " quid per 
murationem, quid per aiiam claujuram decentem," to pro- 
vide a fuitable and immediate remedy. — See more in the 
gnperttafx. 

jfcfp"F' Upon the fame fubject, the fynods of the province of 

Sw'tswc R° uen legiflate in plain and pofitive terms; and to alfo 
thofe of Belgium. But it is unneceflary to multiply 
quotations. Let "it fuffice, that to other objects of ttecaaal 

Digitized by GoOglc 



S. V. C. VII. § 6.] JgupnttUim rf ttit «1«k-— fffcurtdsarts, &c. 337 

fupervifion, the fynods referred to, almoft everywhere, 
add the cemeteries of the faithful — "that the walls of 
churchyards be of a proper height, or, at leafl, that the 
quickfet hedges (hayes de vive plante) be of fufficient 
ftrength and altitude to prevent the intrusion of cattle 
within the confecrated limits," See alfo Synod. Bufco- 
duc. Tit. xxii. c. vi. A.D. mdcxii. 

The modern Inftructions to titans ratal ihould always 
include the fencing and due keeping of churchyards. 
There is too much caufe for directing attention to their 
condition. In many diocefes, the writer regrets to 
obferve, the cemeteries of the dead do not receive the 
refpectful protection they are entitled to from the living. 
In country villages they are too often careleflly or wil- 
fully profaned by the incumbent's or by alien cattle. 
The paltry confideration of the furface-pafturage feems 
to extinguiih thofe higher and better feelings, which the 
laft refting-place of the rural peafantry — the Kotfarr^piov, 
wherein "the rude forefathers of the hamlet deep," 
Ihould excite : — feelings which ihould lead to a decent 
confervation at leaft, if not adornment, of the field of 
burial. 

The incumbent, let his rights be what they may over 
the fward, mould not exact them by profanation of the 
foil. The churchwardens ihould not wink at fuch unbe- 
coming unholy practices by mercenary tenants. The 
rural bean, who authoritatively vifits "in order to reform jerem> T.yi U i-> 
what is amifs," ihould not forget, that " a cemetery" ?$[i. $%i.bg 
is " holy ground," " a place of religion," " a field of God " 8 5 «'' y " L "' 
fown with the feeds of the refurrection," and confe- 
quently that it ought not to be defecrated to the profane 
ufes of ordinary pafture-land. On the contrary, he 
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lhould point out to the clergy, or others, whom it may 

seeker-, fj/va concern, in the ftrong language of Archbifhop Seeker, 

a>tttgi,p.m. ff ^ e ^ ut ^ o j. kggpjng the churchyards neat and decent, 

not turning in cattle to defile them and trample down 

the graveftones, and make confecrated ground fuch as 

they would not fuffer courts before their own doors to 

be ; but taking the profits of the herbage in fuch manner, 

as may rather add beauty to the place." See Archdeacon 

Goddard's Charge, mdcccxxtii. pp. 32, feqq. 

suu. sytud. The fynod of Saint Omer (A.D. mulxxxiii.) makes it 

Diter Audon. * 

p- n. a part of the office of the beans of fflftrfstfanftg to blefs new 

bells' — "novas campanas benedicere : " — " qvd in Jwtc- 

tione" the canon fubjoins, "caveant patrinos atit matrinas 

qui nomina campanis important invitare, aut permittere,fed 

id lantum faciant quod in manuali prefer ibitur." . 

DecniaDiactf. The- duty of confecrating new bells is alio impofed on 

m^Tft*. N"™' wxtyrtWtt hi the diocefe of Ghent (A.D. mdcl.), and 

r cak. p. f.u«. °f Se 62 (4>i). mdclxxxv). In that of YpreB (A.D. 

statute synod, mdlxxvii.) they have the fame fervice to perform in 

tiltii.c.ti. regard to bells; and, in addition, they have to reconcile 

d£c. %£tig'e*j. churchyards, which had been, by epifcopal declaration, 

p.37.' MDI,x defecrated and profaned .- — * jBctanorum officium ejl, novas 



(') This exceedingly abfurd ceremony is faid by Brand to have been 
firft pracuTed by Pope John XIII. (A.D, dcccclxviii.). The Roman Pon- 
tifical* prefeuts ua with the ritual for it It had not cealed, it feeau, to 
excite attention in the French Court at the clofe of the laft century. It 
itt Aid in a Journal of the day (Sept 22, udoclxxxii.) : " The lovers of 
ecclefiailical folemnities are running in crowds to the church of St Sul- 
pitiuB, to fee the ceremony of chriflening the new belli of that parilli. 
The godfather* and godmother* of the firft are the King and Queen, 
who have fent their proxies ; of (lie fecond, Monlieur and Madame in 
perfon; &c. &c." 
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campanas benedicere, ccemeteria pqfi declaralionem h nobis 
factam, quod prqfanata funt reconciliare, &c." — and to 
fufpend unconfecrated altars and cemeteries 1 . 

By the council of Augsburg (A.D. mdxlviil) the brans i 

of tfjt cottntrg are charged to take care that no images be p. sis. 
erected for the adoration of the faithful, unlefs firft * 

approved of by the biftiop or his vicar-general ; and they 
are to fearch out all heretical books, or fuch as are juftly 
Jttfpected of favouring herejy, and to prefent them to the 
biftiop. 

By the fynod of Ypres (A.D. hdcxxtx.) neither images, at*, sgud. 
feats, epitaphs, nor injcriptions are to be erected within u^ii*. 
any of the rural beanrfea of that diocefe, without the 
fpecial approval of the bean of ©Sristtenftp. Nor are any D***i-3w>* 

- . .. , ,. , DiacAnttrp. 

reprefentations of new and unwonted objects to be p-mj. 
depicted for future erection, in any church, without their 
prototypes having been firft exhibited to the bean of 
fltfitfstfanftB ; — whofe criterion of approbation and admif- 
fion (according to the fynod of Antwerp, A.D. hdcx.) 
is to be derived from the canons of Molanus defaeris 
imagmibus. And, farther, it is decreed by the fame 
fynod, that all irreparably mutilated and decayed images 
are to be removed from the people's gaze, by the atc&- P- 328 - 



(') We have oceafionally noticed, in earlier pages of our CCalltrtanta, Strjpe't Ltfief 
points of refemblance in the C&OttpUconal and Dctanal functions. Others p . n '^ IUr 
ma; be here pointed oat ; in which the bllhops m partibiu infidelium, toDwa^i.t.24. 
as they obtained in England before the Reformation, refembled the 
titan* tutal of the oppofite continent. The prelates in queflion blejfcd 
altar*, chalice*, vefiment*, &c The; baptized, bit/fed, and confecrated 
bell*. They Jvjpcnded profane and unconfecrated place*, and reconciled 
polluted churcAei and churchyard*. They granted indulgence* for a 
few days, &c. &c. All which offices were exercifed by Dtm ratal 
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ptftsts sf tjw countrg. See alfo CC. Rotomag. Provinc. 
P. IL p. 456. 

The internal decency of the edifice in which the public 

offices of religion are performed, in point of repairs, 

Sm Prmapu, cleanlinefs, and all accommodations of books, veffels, vejl- 

■ppcnMjr, p. i. m«tf*, and other things required for divine worfhip, was 

a part of the bean ratal's truft in France as &r back as 

the days of Hincmar, and ftill remains fo there and in 

Great Britain, by confignment of the diocefan ; who 

cannot, as we hare already laid, perform thefe minute 

inveftigations, either perfonally, or by bis archdeacon, 

fo conveniently and effectually as by his local official 

reprefentative, the bran rural. 

cc-u.B.ttH. The Meath canons of de Rochfort (A. D. mocxvi.) 

'" p command the then newly-inftituted arrijprftsts to return 

a faithful account to the epifcopal fynod, " De Jlatu et 

conditions librorum, vq/brum, veftimentorvm, et aliorum 

ornamentorum et fupellectiliim in ccchfiis infra fitos beta- 

natns, ut de its rejicicndis, quotiis cxpedit,Jiatuatur" 

The council of Cologne (A.D. moccx.) invefta beans and 
alrbans with a power of examining the neceffary books 
smdfwniture of their fubject churches — of ordering fuch 
articles as are wanting, to be fupplied within a month, 
after admonition given — and of proceeding, even to 
excommunication, againlt refractory and difobedient 
church-reeves and parifhioners : — " Can. xvu. sBccanf 

Sf titO Iqflrmc- 

lT*s **3j" m '' P er confervatores dicta ecclefia, et parocfdanos, intra men- 
fern pqfi admonitionem eorundem, fuppleri faciantj in 
rebelles, excommunicationisjbntentiam promulgando" 
The fynod of Cambray (AD. mdlxvii.) charges the 
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atthprfesta rural, " Ut qudm diligenUJiaai advigiltnt, ne ih^.taSy^d. 
quid in eccle/tis dejit, quod ad divmwn offieium projud «.l 
dignitatc peragendum requiritur" And farther bids them 
to inform the btfhop of any fuperftitious vanities that 
may have crept into the forms and ceremonies of divine 
worfhip, whereby the minds of Chriltians may poflibly 
be feduced from the pure fervice of God. 

The council of Milan (A.D. mdlxxix.) capacitates the saccr...... 

f orawou* Wears, or Veens of the archbiihop, to inquire, "'' eoL **" 
" An debito cultu fraudantur ecclejia ; anfacrit vejlibus, 
ornamentit, JupeUectikque ecckjiqfticd, ad cultum nccef- 
farid, injlructai junt ; an denique ulld ex parte bicultte." 
(See yatotftfal Fisftatfon, Part iv. § n. p. 190.) 

Articles of church-furniture being committed to the statu. s™«/oi. 
cuftody of the Heave of t§e attntrg by the Harlem fta- %££?£bf m 
tutes (A.D. mdlxiv.), the officers are charged, as guar- ,,Dt " 1 "' 
dians thereof, to fee that the fame are not pawned to 
common ufurers, under any plea of neceffity : and they 
are forbidden fo to difpofe of church-goods themfelves, 
except upon mature examination and conviction of the 
propriety of the meafure, on pain of excommunication. 

In the diocefe of Antwerp, again, if any materials, d«™<.. *j™<a 
once confeerated to holy purpofes in church edifices, p . ,m. 
Trare afterwards defecrated, by being applied to alien 
and improper ufes, in profane dwellings, they were to 
be redeemed, at the joint appreciation of the Stan ratal, 
the paftor, and heads of the pariih. 

By the thirty-ninth Itatute of the fynod of Avranches ce.aMm H . 
(A.D. mdi.) — on the duty of titans rural — it is enacted — p.w>. ' 
"Cum templum aUquo'dfm otranants primum ingredientur %$£ AM * 
tatcanf, altaria perluftrent ; qua nifi recti orhatajuerint et 
compofita, aut Jbrdidit onerata quifquitiis conjpiciantur, 
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qua peragendis facris magls obfunt qudm profint: con- 

tinud referant noftro promotori." 

j££j5*5te ^y tne P 1 " ™^ fynod of Acqui (A.D. hdlxxxv.), the 

p. im. fotantouB bfcats or tttans of Alexander Canigian are in- 

ftructed to inquire — "An ea, qua in miffa facrificio adhi- 

bentar, uti calices, corporalia,purificatoria, mappave aita- 

ris pura mundave, ac decentta Jmt. An baptifterium, et 

facrorum oleorum vafa, tutd ac decent&r ajferoentur. An 

libros habeant baptizaiorum, chrijmatorum, conjugatorum, 

et mortuorum, et hos feparatos, et decentes," &c. 

stat. smed. By the fynod of Bois-le-duc (A.D. mdcxii.) the artjh 

«p. it. p. as. ' ptf ettt rural are bade not omit the particular examination 

oifacramentalt and church-ornaments of all kinds. 
DtcreLSned. In the diocefe of Cologne, the parochial paftors are 
(.j.o.mdcliii.) charged to fhew their baptifmal and matrimonial regifters 
' to the Starts rural, at the times of their vifiting ; and the 

latter are diligently to examine the fame. 

In the diocefe of Bayeux (A.D. hdclxii.) the brans 
are made confervators of thefe important instruments : — it 
is ordered — " Que dan* chaqueparoiffe ilfoit term regijlre 
des baptemes, manages, et inhumations, ftavant rordon- 
nance : et fori qu'un cure tdendra h decider, iUfefaiftront 
dtfdits regiftres, et autres titres et ecrUures concernasis la 

cure, et lt$ droits du curi." " Pour les mettre " 

J3>/A P . sis. (adds a fynod of Lhleux) " enfuite aux mains du nouveau 

curi, qui en prendra poffefion." 
jM&dSfe' T * ie fy 110 " 1 °f Malines (A.D. mdlxx.) extends their care 
p.TL to all original documents, muniments, &c, relating to 

benefices ; which they are to fee duly depofited in places 
of fafe cuftody. 

But touching, more particularly, the connexion of 
ttrans rural with facraments and facr amentals s with which 
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they were early concerned in the churches of Nor- 
mandy ; — the third canon of the council of Rouen (A.D. 
mlxxti.) gives them the diftribution of ckrifm (a mixture 
of oil and balfam for baptifm Sec:) and oil (for extreme 
unction) : — " Chrifinalis et olei diftributio h tittavA%jummd ss. cc. Tom. 
diligentid et hone/late Jiat : ita itt interim dum dijiribue~ ewe. jui***. 
rint, albis Jinl induti : et talibiu vafculit diftribuatur, id ■•■p- ■ 

nihil indi aliqud neghgentid pereat." And the lame is 
continued to them by a fubfequent fynod of Liege {A.D. St ^^ A 

MCCLXXXVII.) Can. XVII. SS. CC. Tom. 

With the like faeramental trufl the beans total were, UT<oL,n - 
heretofore, concerned in Great Britain, while ckrifm and 
oil continued to be fupplied from the mother to the 
daughter churches — probably till the time of the Refor- 
mation. The rule was invariable, I believe, in the 
country, for the villages of each beanrg to be fupplied from 
the towns or metrocomxa, or, at leaft, the minor places 
from the major ; and the latter, again, from the epifcopal 
city. Many notices of this ufage occur in the ancient 
regifter of Saint Ofmund of Sarum, before and after the gjttut ■*,,[«,. 
removal of the fee from Old to New Sarum. The beans, ta, piw Epir" 
in all likelihood, as foon as they were inftituted in this 
diocefe, received ckrifm and oil at the diocefan church or 
cathedral of Sarum, and re-dutributed them in the 
matrices eccle/ia of their refpective becanattfl ; though, at 
the early date alluded to, they are not mentioned as 
exercifing that truft amongft ourfelves. In the county •n H >mw..iH/t. 
of Nottingham, it is well known, the beans of t&e cranttn f.m!™ gkm, 
received ckrifm and oil for the ufe of the clergy of their 
beaniies at the mother church of Southwell; to which 
place the faeramental articles were previoufly brought 
from the minfter at York. 

3ig,t,zedb; GoOgle 



334 personal Jnution*. [Part IV. 

By the council of Saumur (A.D. mccliii.), the titans 
lhared with the archdeacons and arcfiprfests the entire 
care of facr omental implement*. The fame having been 
much neglected in certain parts of the archdiocefe of 
Tours, the fecond and third canons of this fynod commit 
to the recited functionaries and brans rural (" ad quorum 
offidum dignofcitur pertinere ") — '* Ut procurent fanctua- 
rium, forties, oleum, et fanctum chrijma, clavibus adhibitis 
cuftodiri, et per loca populofa, et tnaximi civitat&s, venera- 
bditer deferri." They were to fee that every thing con- 
nected with the altar was kept with becoming propriety, 
the eucharift itfelf, and the koXv^&tiov or corporate, on 
which it was deposited ; — that the latter was of pure white 
linen, and wafhed only by a deacon or prieft attired in 
his furplice, all the ablutions, or at leaft the firft, being 
poured into the pifcina; — and laftly, that the coverings, 
the facerdotal vejls, and all other things confecrated to 
the altar, were cleanfed, apart from the contamination of 
unhallowed clothes, by fome pure and pious virgin, or 
matron of unimpeachable character. 
omc R*m*g. The decent keeping of the facramental articles was 
P . sal. ' juftly deemed by the fynod of Conftance {A.D. mccclxxv.) 
Sfp»d.LmftaM. ^ g^yg importance. It. was enjoined on the totatw rural 
to enforce it at their fealentoa : — " In fcalttrtrfs pracipiant 
omnibus presbyteris et curatis qudd corporalia, et omnia 
alia ad miffam pertmentia,fuper altare mundi teneant et 
amc. Roto*. koneJU." See Decreta Synodi Provinciate Aquenfis {A.D. 
p. sos. » p. n. mdlxxsv.), de Vttaxiit -ffotanrfs, p. 123. ; alfo the council 

pp. 153, 405. * 

of Rouen (A.D- mdlxxxf.), de Sacramento Mifffc ; — of 
Bayeux {A.D. mdclxii.), can. xiv ; and of Evreux {A.D. 
mdcxliv.), chap. xii. can. xn. 

The plebanf are ordered by the council of Ravenna 
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(A.D. mdlxviii,), and of Amalphi (A.D. mdxcvii.), to y^Jw 4 - "• 
receive the "facra olea" from the bifhop of the mother ™u-w7. ism.' 
or cathedral church, and to distribute them to the fubject 
churches of their plebanates ; and the like diftribution 
is charged upon the Eut&prisbgtm ratal of the diocefe of 
Antwerp by Miraus (A.D. mdcx). Before which latter D^ZfJ*** 1 - 
date, the church of Malines entrufted to her Beans rural p- ms. " aT ' 
the partition of chrifm and other Jacramentals " in t&mplo ss- C £J™- 
aut locofalt&n decenti et honeftof — in fulfilling which duty, 
they were to take care that the diftribution was made 
" in mundit ac diJHnctis capfulis," the bearers being eccle- Pur-mm *. 
fiaftics : and if any expence was neceflarily incurred by *«*'. p-«. 
the Deans, it was to be repaid to them, at the discretion 
of the bifhop, at his next vifltation or convention. 

" Non modd atcfifprcabgtEtf jingulis annis," fays a fta- TuEtpw, 
tute of the provincial fynod of Malines (A.D. mdcvh.), &, skm**** 
" ab ordinario fuo, vel, fede vacante, & vkario-generali, ^c^^u, 
factum chrifma et facra oka tempc/iivi petant, et per facer- JJtJJ^** 
dotem, diaconum, vel faltim fubdiaconum, in mundisct lft™f- "«*"*■ 
honeftit vafculit (fcilicdt Jlanneis aut argenteis, nulio modo statuu Dtm^f. 
verd cupreis, teflaceis, aut vitreu) ad locum re/tdenti&fua m !■.<**> v. 
ferri curent : fed pajlores etiam Jinguli quotannis ab atc&f- 
pttsbptrro fuo, vel ex ed ecclefid undi confueverunt, perfe 
aut aliutn facerdotem, non autem illo inferiorem, inJtmiH- 
bus vafculis facrum chrifma, fanctaque oleaferre non omit- 
tant ; iifque, receplis, veteribus non utantur : fed quidquid 
ex illu fuperfuerit, fi Uquidum, lampadi qua lucet ante 
vencrabiU facramentum infundatur ; fin autem bombyci, 
vel gq//ipio immixtum fuerit,Juper pifemam comburatur." 

For inattention to this branch of their perfonal duty o^.s.w. 
the brans rural of the diocefe of Cologne were feverely 6**L p. u. 
rebuked by Archbifhop Henry, in the fynod of mdclxii : — Tlt ' c,v ' V ' M ' 
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" Intdligimits quo/dam Btcanos ntralts," fays he, " domi 
fua karentes per pedeUos fuos homines la'icos, imd etiam 
(quod maximi abfurdum eft) per fubmiffas fasrrdnaa, kae 
fancta velpetere, vel adfe per multa itinerant Jpatia curare 
deferri. Ut hide abufui etfacrilegU periculo occurramus, 
omnibus ac Jtngtdii Breams ruralfbus et aim, quibus id 
incumbit, fevere y pracipanus, ut ipfimet, vel eorundem ca- 
merarii, eel alii idonei fubftituti facerdotes . . . tempefiivi 
compareant . . . et excipiant, &c." See alio capp. feqq. 
oiargitotht It was, heretofore, the bufmefs of Beans rural in 
ArchLocoxrg England, Dr. Atterbury tells us, " to inftruct the 
hdccviil younger clergy in the way of admnijiering and ordering 
Jacramenig andjacramentals, according, to the canons and 
cuftoms of the ohurch." It probably was fo ; — but, in 
the courfe of my researches, I hare met with no authority 
for the archdeacon's ftatement — none, that is, enjoining 
on Beans rural by name the duty in queftion ; though it 
was performed in the rural c&apttrs of their Beanrfts. 
But the archdeacons were the imtructors on thofe occa- 
fions, according to Otho's canon ; by which it was 
ordered that thofe fuperior officers fhould be frequently 
in attendance at the ratal chapters, for the purpofe. The 
VsftJpSi words are : " Frequenter interejfe tapttulis l per fingulos 
oion-p'si. Bftanattts, in quibus diligenter mjlruant inter alia facer- 
dotes, ut beni vivant, ut Jciant et fani intetUgant . verba 
canonit et baptifmatis, qutefunt defubjiantid facramenti." 
Before the intrufion of archdeacons into the capftular 
chair, beans rural probably officiated in the capacity of 
teachers of Jacramental duties; and at a later date, 

(') "Ktwlftttt — qua kod& tenentur," glofles John de Atho, " per 
Official** arcluduwmBrum, et quanddque per tfCXRM tutal«." 
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when the archdeacons and their officials were abfent, the 
trans may have acted as their fubftitutes. 

The church of Rome, with her appurtenances of 
fuperftition, for a long while, greatly multiplied the 
catalogue of our facramental duties, and added to our 
official refponfibility ; but the Reformation has releafed 
us from many fervices as unfcriptural as they were abfurd. 
The Ample articles of furniture with which the altars of 
the church of England are now-a-days decorated for the 
facrament of the eucharift, and her fonts for that of 
baptifm, have happily reduced \he facramental department 
of our office to one of plain and eafy execution. Of the 
nufcdHedfacrament of penance, and the duties of beans ratal 
as confeffors or penitentiaries, we fhall prefently fpeak. 

But there is one holy rite — erroneously termed a 
facrament by the church of Rome — confirmation — with 
which the leans rural of Proteftant England have been 
brought into remote connexion by an ecclefialtical con- 
fiitution of the date of the Restoration ; which charges 
them to attend to the preparation of catechumens by the 
appointed minifters, in order to their being fubmittcd to 
the bilhop for confirmation: — "Moreover," in the words ccmbuh. 
of King Charles the Second's Declaration concerning <£."'*' 
hkclefiajlkal Affairs (A.D. hdclx.), " the rural bran and 
his afliftants are, in their refpective divisions, to fee that 
the children and younger fort be carefully instructed, by 
the refpective minifters of every parifh, in the grounds of 
the Chriltian religion, and be able to give a good account 
of their faith and knowledge, and alfo of their Chriltian 
converfation conformable thereunto, before they be con- 
firmed by the bifhop, or admitted to the facrament of 
the Lord's Supper." 
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motitiot e*tfti In compliance with which claui'e, Biihop Ward of 
tXsia. aw. Sarum (A.D. mdclxx.) inftructed his trean» rural to ob- 
ferve whether the parochial clergy were " diligent in 
catechizing the children, and preparing them for confir- 
mation:' (Officium Secanor. %5r. &c. in the appcn&fi.) 

But' many centuries before this date, btans rural were 
interefted in the other popifti facrament referred to, the 
Parochial Ami- fourth of the Romifh catalogue, viz. penance. " For the 
p. as?.' more immediate influence on their clergy, they were 

appointed to be their confefj'ors and penitentiaries, becaufe 
they were preiumed to hare the character of *nen of 
fuflScient literature, and good report and favour with 
their brethren ; and were therefore ordained to hear the 
confeffions of rectors, vicars, and all other priefts and 
minifters within the limits of their own Ijtanrn, and to 
enjoin them the facrament of penance." 



§7. 

PENITENTIARY DUTIES OP S«M Muni. 

Proceed we then, next, to the duties of Beans rural in 

connexion with the folemn fervice of confeffion and 

penance; — premiflng that " all public criminals who had 

been guilty of notorious crimes were obliged, in the 

i.t.e. primitive 1 days of Chriftianity, to a public efoftoXoyifovc, 

(') For an account of the four grades of penitents of the primitive 
church, the reader is referred to the very learned notes of the biihop of 
Saint Afaph, in Can. Cone. Nican. Primi, can. xi. in v. ir «la««nafcan. 
Synodic. Tom. n. p. 71. We have here only to do with penance, as a 
part of church diTcipline to which Hrtfinrirttn were miniAeriaL See Gib- 
Con's CLE. A. Tit XI.VI. cap. ii. 
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or repentance, in the church, and were declared unworthy 
of communion with Chrift and his flock, till, by confeffion, *. t*ji« "/«=- 
repentance, and the fruits worthy of it, they were ad-™«,Mv-4i 
judged capable of God's pardon." " In purfuance of 
which, the bifhop, and whom he deputed, miniftered to 
thefe public fatisfactions and amends." Of the number 
of penitentiary delegates, fo conftituted, were titans ratal; 
not merely for. the clergy, but for the laity alfo, in a 
fubordinate degree. As pamitentiarii' of the former, in somno* .*»<»(. 
their relpective titanrfts, they received the confeffion* of Pvti. p.n?' 
rectors, vicars, capellanes, and all other priefts, and 
enjoined them " the facrament of penance : " — but when 
firft entrufted with this important duty by the bilhop, 
the only penitentiary of "infant Chriftendom," it is 
impoflible to unravel: — "prioribua quinque fexve fatculis Thomtff.m. 
penes epifcopum Jblum erot peenitentue publico: odmini- Di/dpii*. v. i. 
Jiratio : penes preabyterum verd delegation nonni/i cpycopo 
abfcnlc, aut agrotante." 

About the time of the Decian persecution (A.D. ccl.), Pimm* ckry- 
Dr. Cave thinks, the fubordinate public penitentiary was duv.p.Mi." ' 
firft appointed — "fome holy, grave, and prudent pres- 
byter" — as ** a kind of cenfor morion, to inquire into the 
Uvea of Christians, to take an account of their failures, 
and to direct and difpofe them to repentance." But the 
arr&nnsbnter appears not in connexion with this vocation 
till full five hundred years after this date. However, we 
may fay, in general terms, that ratal anftptftsts at an 



(') FoNUtaturina— jwocAm fcil. vet alius Java-dot, mi jure cano- Sonmer'i aitf. 
nfco incumbit pltbitftbi commiffit, aut alicujtu fingulari* per/ante, con- °* Seri f t - x - 
fejjiont* audire, et pro ratione delicti, juxta difciplinam eoctefiafticam, 
paruu dare. Volgo, a Confejpv. 
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early date (according to the Dccretum 1 of Gratian, A.D. 
dvi., but in Thomafiin's opinion nearly three centuries 
later) whether themfelves confeffbra or not before that 
time, were then, at leaft, minifterial to the bifhop in 
preparing lay-penitents (in relation to the laity they 
appear in a penitentiary capacity before they do in rela- 
tion to the clergy) for undergoing 8 the folemn fervice of 
penance on the iirft day of the quadragefimal faft— that 
godly difcipline of the primitive church, to which 
reference is made at the beginning of our comminution 
fervice. 
Dttrit. pmwi. At the church door ftood the " pamitentes facco induti, 
L.i.xiT.p.71. nudis pedtbtu, vultibus in terram demiffis, reo$fo tjft ipfo 
todi&^fsM. habitu, et vultu protefiantes" and were received by the 
ErfTtlZLac. priefts and arrftprfrttt; who diligently examined their 
MM*'*'""' P^ courfe of life, and impofed the eftablifhed degrees of 
penance proportionate to their guilt. After which the 

(') 'flic text of the canon Uw, compiled by the monk of Bologna 
(A.D. uci_), is here erroneous. Nothing of the kind is to be discovered 
in any of the canons of the council of Agatha, now extant Tiie mif- 
take,- however, is of long (landing, Gratian having tranferibed it from 
the bUhop of Worroes's Magnum Decretortim, feu Canonum Folumen 
(A.D.v.), — and Bnrchard, again, from the collection of Rheginon, abbot 
of Prnmia (A.I), dccocti.), who, as I have elfewhere noted, antedated 
the canon in qneftion nearly three hundred yean. It probably belongs 
to the age of Charlemagne. See Thomaffin V. el N. KO.de B. Part n. 
L. i. c. v. Tom. i. p. 225. 

(*) " Though, by the nature of the thing," fays Jeremy Taylor, " they 
only could be necenarily and efiennally obliged, who had done public 
and notorious offences ; yet fame, obferving the advantages of that way 
of repentance, the prayers of the church, the tears of the bifhop, the 
companion of the faithful, the joy of abfolntion and reconciliation, did 
come in voluntarily, and to do that by choice which die notorious cri- 
minals were to do of neceflity." 
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Btans or artfiprfests, (" trecanf i-e. arrfjfjttsrjytirj patotj&f- 
atttin,") and their coadjutors, introduced them into the 
prefence of the bittiop, in the church, for the latter to 
perform his part of the penitential procefs. The feafon 
of Lent having paft, on Eafter-day the penitents were 
again prefentcd by their beans and presbyters, in com- 
pliance with the conclusion of the fame canon, to receive 
the holy facrament of the Lord's Supper at the altar. 
For "in the primitive records of the church, there was j.T»yi oro /&- 
no form of absolution judicial, nothing but giving the tm^snfsa. 
penitents the holy communion, admitting them to the 
peace of the church, to the fociety and privileges of the 
faithful ;" — " which was done by the bifhop, (the higheft c m ;pnmuut 
order of the church being the prime agent in difpenfing S*iu.*.». 
its higheft power, the pardon of a penitent finner), or, P 
in his abfence, by the prieft or canfejfor, who took the j.-ajki^sc 
fupplicants from the ftation of the penitents, and placed t^^wfu. 
them amonglt the faithful communicants; — either by 
declaring that their penances were performed, or not to 
be exacted '." 

The fynod of Pavia (A.D. dcccx.) introduces rural ss. cc. Ton. 
artfrprfests to us, in its flxth canon, in the character of ™" 
penitentiaries appointed to excite public criminals to 
public penance, while private fins were to be atoned in 
private confeffion to inferior priefts, approved of by the 

bifliops and arrfiprestigtm : — " Oportet ut pltbfum 

ntctriprrabpttrf per Jtngulos unumquemque patremfamilieui 

(') See Burnet on the Thirty-nine Article*, p. 373, Art ixv. — Pe- 
nance ,- and Preface to the Hi/lory of the Rrformaiion, VoL n. pp. xvi 
xvii. ; Soames's Hampton Lccturtt, pp. 266, feqq. ; and Proeft and IU 
Iteration*, pp. 287, feqq. ; and Tontine's ChriJHan Theology, Vol. n, 
pp. 425-6. 
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conmniant, quatenils tdm ipji, qvdm omnes in eorum domi- 
bus commorantat, qui publice crimina perpetrarunt, public^ 
poeniteant ; qui verd occulta dcliquerunt, illis confiteantur, 
quos tptfcopi et pltbftttn arrfifnristnirrf idoneot adfecretiora 
uulnera mentium medico* elegerint; qui, ji forfithn in 
aliquo dubitaverint, epifcoporum fuorum non diffimulent 
implorare Jententiam &c." 

A farther notice of titans ratal, as fupervifors of eccle- 

fiaftical penance, appears in the councils of the diocefe of 

•utftH, Rheims under Archbifliop Hincmar : — " Et femper de 

' * ' kalendis in kalendas menfium, quandd presbyteri de ftitanff* 

fimUl conveniunt, conlationem de pamitentibus Juts habeant, 
qualUir unufquifque fuam pcenitentiam faciat, et nobis per 
comminijlrum nojirum renuncietur, ui in actUme pceni- 
tentifie pen/are valeamus, quandd qui/que pcenitens recon- 
ciliari debeat. Et Ji forti quit ad pcenitentiam ventre 
noluerit infra qidndedm dies pqft perpetrationem peccati, 
et exkortationem presbyteri in cujus parochid actum fuerit, 
et fedtiUtatem Secant ac compresbyterorum fuorum, atque 
injlantiam comminiftrorum nofirorum, decernatur qualiter 
qui peccatum perpetravit, et ad pcenitentiam redire con- 
temnit, it ccetu ceclefiee, donee ad pcenitentiam redeat, 

fegregetur &c." Which * fentence of excommunication 
the bran generally denounced, as the moft dignified pres- 
byter of his diftrict, a judge delegate, and the organ of 



3M. ttbrabo, (') Biiliop Kennett fuggefts to the bilhop of Lincoln, on the occaiion 

vSlTi^ssb!' of reft "ring bents ratal in the diocefe of Lincoln, that there ire many 
parts of difcipline that may be committed to them without any pretended 
mvttlion npon the archdeacons or othera ; and particularly calls his lord- 
fhip's attention " to letting the fentences of excommunication and abfo- 
lution be denounced more efpecisJIy by nml 6tan», Ac" 
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the church's cenfure on contumacious offenders againft 
her discipline. 

In addition to fupervifing the due performance of thefe &» wwuksr', 
public duties of lay-penance, that beans rural were actual <**/)»-. v°l n. 
receivers of private confejfion, and impofers of condign 
penance for the clergy more particularly, is the averment 
of Somner, Van Efpen, Kennett, Whitaker, and others ; 
and the vicar of Ambrofden and the Hiftoriau of Man- 
chelter refer to Archbilhop Peckham's eighth conftitution 
(AD. mcclxxxi.), " De uno confeffbre in quolibet bltanatu 
fariendo," as their authority for the fact. But, however 
probable it may be, that the arcbprrstigKr of the brants is 
alluded to as the long-eftablifhed confeffbr, it is not 
expreflly declared. The canon notices it to be an 
institution of antiquity, " Ut in quolibet btcanatu unus jit <x.u.b.,ih. 
rector aut vkarius, literaturdfufficicntSr illuftratus, gratid 
famdque laudabili injignitus, ad confejfionem rectorum, 
vicariorum, aliorumque. facer datum ac minijlrorum ecckjue 
audiendam, injungendafque pasnitentias, &c." — complains 
that the rule had been allowed, by the negligence of the 
clergy, to fall into defuetude, and re-enacts it in its pris- 
tine vigour and inviolability; — referring, as Lyndwood 
fuppofes, to the fifth conftitution of Cardinal Otho, and 
the nineteenth of Stephen Langton {A.D. mccxxii.) But 
bttanal confeffbr* are rather fuperfeded by the Legatine 
canon of the former, under the fraction of the tenth 
canon of the Lateran council of mccxvi, — (by which 
bifhops are bound to have ajjiftants in preaching, hearing 
confeffiont, and enjoining penances) : — for the cardinal or- 
ders, " Ut per quoflibet becanatUB prudentes viri et fideles cc m.b.hh. 
confiituantur per epifbopum conf efforts ; quibus perfonte et 
minores clerici vateant confiteri, qui iutanis erubefcunt 
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confiteri, forfitdn et verentur. In ecclejiis verd cathe- 

dralibus confeffbres injiitui prtEcipimus gcneralu" 

making no allufion whatever to the inftitution of Jwans 
themfelves as penitentiary mmifiers for the clergy, though 
the canon feems to acknowledge their pre-exiftence in 
that capacity. Nor does any occur in the earlier tran- 
fcript of the Lateran, viz. the fifteenth canon of the 
voii.p.ao». provincial Scotch council (A.D. mccxxv.), " De confeffb- 
ribua conjiituendis," alfo referred to by the fame cele- 
brated antiquaries, as authorities. The words of both 
point to a fecond olafs of confeffbrs, befide the ttttanal, 
for the inferior clergy, when either afhamed or afraid to 
apply to the ijearis rural in that capacity, — the latter 
remaining, at the fame time, the proper, canonical reci- 
pients of clerical confejion in general, the " confeforet 
nati" of the priefthood of each Beams, upon fome earlier 
appointment, not incorporated, as far as I can difcover, 
in any antecedent capitulary or fynod; but occurring, 
for the firft time, in the tomes of the councils (A.D. 
ss. cc. Tom. mcclxxxiv.), in the Si/ nodus apud S. Hippolytum — " Sta- 
tuimus, ut Jinguli plebani, rectores, vicarii, et capellam 
nq/lra dieecejis de gravioribua fuis peccatis confiteantur 
fuo tKtaito : trecani nobis, ac etiam archidiacono, feu Us, 
quo* eis dederimus confefforas" 
mZ/*^ * Tne nineteenth Oxford conftitution of Stephen Lang- 
iWm«M.D. ton (A.D. mccxhi.), above cited as being a reference of 
ccm.b-hb. Peckham on the authority of Lyndwood, ordains cer- 
"' P ' tain difcreet confefors to be felected by the bifhop and 
archdeacon to receive ' the confejtoru of rural litems them- 



(')That is, fays Lyr.dwood in his glofe — (L. v. Tit xvi. gl. e, p.327), 
thofe ratal 6mm " qui font bentfiriati vd attiit in facerdoHo oonflttuH, 
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felves, when fearful of having recourfe to their prelates 
for that purpofe. And thefe functionaries, in all proba- 
bility, were of the fame character and inftitution as the 
"presbyteri idonei literature compctentis, et probata om- 
nibus opinionis" of the canon de Pcenitentid of the fame voi.Lp.s95. 
archbifhop, publifhed on the fame occafion at Oxford, — 
as the " duo presbyteri, moribus et fcientid praditi" of 
the earlier Dublin fynod (A.D. mccxvii.) — and the Chi- 
chefter conftitutions {AD. mcclxxxix.) — as the " duo ad s,y* p. hs. 
minus confejfbres" Ac. of the Durham council (AD.uccsx.) 
— the " prudentes viri et JideUs " of Oth o, and the Scotch t«l u . p . no. 
council,— and the " rector out vkarius, Kteratur&fuffi-- Vttmtm ^ srjt 
denier iltujlratus" ftc. of the Lambeth fynod ; but dil- 
tinct altogether from rural hearts or atcfipriests : — though, 
I believe, one gloflator, Cardinal Hoftienfis, applies the Ljndw„od 
latter canon of Peckham to atcfuirteMs of the iftp and^^to^!.' 
tounrrji in the character of penitentiaries of the priefthood 
by delegation of the bifhop. 

The " penitentiarii communes " of Peckham 's confrjtu- Bj*fib* g i *. 
tion were fo called " quill deputati Junt communitdr tarn <*■*»*#, 
pro laicis qudmpro dericU:" whereas the others were 
** P.Jpeciaies quoad perfonas clericorum, quorum poteftas 
extendi non debet ad laicos, ni/i Hoc in eorum pote/iate in 
Jpecie vel in genere contmeatur." 

The Meath canons of A.D. hccxvi., fo full in general 

eel ratttme jurifdictitmu quam forte exercent, immediate fubfunt epifcopo 
in foru mama. Ali&r auiemfi tatit Otrsntt* fit parochiamt* aiicujut 
curat* inferiorit epifcopo, fbi debet conftUri." 

So fays the Ptenitentiale Joannia De Deo, " de cvnfeffione sttjjfptos- Exctrptotx 
bstrtotum, cap. xv* " Srtt>fptts&8t*ti ratalrt, qui IWnmi h quibufdam ^t^^T' 
vocanittr, et quandoqut fltbsni, et quandoque abbalet, licet trnpraprii, 2V™"* p " mU - 
drbeni epifcopo coa/Ueri, et alien de Mcentid epifcopi." 
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on the duties of artbpresbptrrs rural, as the appointed 
immediate i'ucceflors of the tborepfscopf of Ireland, are 
fllent on the fubject of their penitentiary functions ; fare 
that they order them to take care that the canonical 
penances of the church be duly performed in their dif- 
tricts, and that they themfelves be prefent at them as 

ttH. wilneffes : — " vi. Curent wfuper poemtentia* canomcas a, 
nobis vel ojficialibus noftris impofitat delinqutntibus debiti, 
et ed, qnd decet folennitate, peragi, et perimpleri in eccle- 
Jtis infra fuot Unities, quibus ipji cum pretbyterit parochia- 
libus interfint, tanquhm tejles, ut qua" humilitate et devo- 
tions pamterUue laboribus defuneti funt, tcftificare poj/int." 
—being fupervifors of impofed penitential performances 
exactly upon the fame footing as the Rhemiih btanft of 
Archbifhop Hincmar before quoted. 

However, that Beans ratal were the canfejjbr* of the 
Gallican clergy of their refpective aranrfta in the year 
mcclxxxiv, is expreffly affirmed in a canon of the fynod 
of Saint Hippolyte, already quoted from the volumes of 
the councils : — and the fynods of Arras (A.D. mcccclv.), 
and of Saint Omer (A.D. mdlxxxiii.), continue them, as 

y- the propriifacerdotea of their fubject priefts, in the capa- 
city of receiving confejfion. All perfons are bound, by 

the latter fynod, " conjiteri proprio focerdoti." 

" Proprium autem facerdotem ilium intelligi declaramus, 
cujus cura quifquc proprii Jubjectus eft. Sic parochut 

proprius facerdos eft parocManorum/uorum &c Sic 

art&fpiesbnttrttm feu btcatmm Christ fanftatfs cujufqw. loci 
proprium facerdotem ejfe et agnofci volumus pajlorum fid 
twanatns. Sic artbJprtsbDtmtm tibftatensrm, proprium 
facerdotem, ut pajlorum fu* tfrtanants, ita et caterorum 
artbfptMbsitrortnn Jive ittanorum Cbrtstfanfralfa," Ac. 
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The fynod of Arras prefcribes (De facramento confef- mi. &»•£ 
Jionu), " Qudd curati parochitdct, pretbyteri, capellani in Zdlhccoclt. 
eorvm parochiia moram facientes, et in eifdem capellas ka- 
bentes, confiteantur Jitis tetania ef non aliis, nifi de nqftrd 
procefferit, vel dktorum becanontm ticentidjpeciali;" .... 
" ottanf noM» ai// in noflrd abfentid nofiro vicario generalL" 
Granting that rural beans were primitively invefted 
with the capacity of hearing clerical confeffion, of inflict- 
ing penance, and giving or withholding abjblution, and 
enjoyed a priority of inftitution in thefe duties, how 
came it to pafs that they were virtually fuperfeded, latter- 
ward, on almoft all occafions, by other priefts of inferior 
rank and Ration 1 Whence happened it that the pres- 
byter fuperfeded the aic&prrrfigm ? — The negligence, it 
may be, of the clergy, and contempt of the totalis in 
fupporting the laudable practice of confeffion, the biftiop 
of Peterborough fuggefts, operated to the introduction 
of fecondary penitentiaries. But the principal reafon of 
the decay of tottanal confeffbrs is to he fought in the 
union of penitentiary and judge in the fame functionary. 
The beans, having by delegation from the biftiop a 
judicial power over the inferior clergy, might poffibly 
betray the private confeffion* of the latter in fuch caufes 
as might afterwards come before them in their ordinary 
tonrts of CCfufatfanftg ; and thus, through a religious 
exercife for the relief of conscience, the confeffing clergy 
might be inftrumental to their own judicial crimination. 
This explains why the rectors, vicars, capellanes, and 
others, were fhy of approaching our predeceflbrs in the 
exercife of their confejforial functions ; and upon this 
contrariety of office, John de Atbon, ever at war with the 
titan and his privileges, grounds their unfitness for peni- 
• 
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gjftp ^^ (enfwry duties. Gloffing upon " erubefctmt " in Otho's 
conftitution, he fuggefta, that, as the fame perfon could 
not with decency act in a double capacity, in a peniten- 
tial and judicial court, the bean ought not to be appointed 
a confeffor at all, — "turn debet tali* confejj'or injiitui." 
And yet he immediately weakens the force of this 
alleged reafon, by fubjoining, in his glofs upon " veren- 
tur," that there is no caufe for alarm on the part of the 
confeffing clergy, " cam in foro pamitmtiali confeffionem 
audit facerdos vice Dei (! !) nee prodere potejl peccatorem 
impuni." Difclofure of the fecrets of confeffion was 
forbidden under fevere penalties by the church of Rome. 
But befides thefe coadjutors of the beam in this depart- 
ment of their office, — (and being canonically appointed 
by the bifhops in council to the conftffbrial duties, no 
UHcrii* CM/, one could gainfay their right of interference,) — others, 
ajp.ttsfi*, who were mere interlopers and ufurpers of the power, 
fo^q.'u^pa-' appeared in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries : — thefe 
«is. p 8w 1 aiM. ' were the monks, tYieJratret preedicatores and ndnoret — 
who, in England, during the reign of King John and 
Henry III., wrefted out of the hands of "titans rural, and 
penitentiary priefts as well, the entire authority and 
privilege of hearing confeffion, and adjufting penance; 
whence, in the words of Matthew Paris, the dignity and 
condition of the ordinary clergy " turn mediocriter viltrit." 
To fuch a pitch of arrogance had thefe men arrived, 
when Peckham fucceeded to the archiepifcopal chair of 
Canterbury, in the reign of Edward I., that they alleged 
a grant of fome general privileges in their favour from 
the apoftolical fee, whereby they pretended themfelves 
to be conftituted confeffbrs, totally independent of the 
bifhops of the country; and, under a falfe plea of 
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foreign inveftiture, meddled with the fpiritual function of 
binding and looting, (at no period allowed to be exer- 
cifed dejure by mere monks out of their own convents) 
to the lamentable fubverfion of the difcipline of the 
church. For this unauthorifed ufurpation they were cc.m.b.hh. 
feverely reproved by Peckham, in his fixth Lambeth "'' 
conftitution, and again by Archbifhop Reynolds in the 
reign of Edward II. 1 

In the fynod held at Chichelter (A.D. mcclxxxix.), it cc.MB.itH. 

Vol. H.p.lT«. 

was ordered that no one fhould be fent before the 
pomitentiarii on account of any crime which he had 
neither confeffed nor been convicted of; — all enormous 
fins, at the fame time, being referred to the bifhop's 
tribunal, or that of his deputy fpecially appointed. And 
when difpatched to the penitentiary, the penitent was to 
be the bearer of letters to him from the bean or arch- 
deacon, gratuitoufly bellowed at the fuit of the (inner ; 
who was alfo to bring back from the confeffbr a reply, 
ftating the nature of the penance, and for what crime, in 
particular, it was enjoined. Can. xu. 

The councils of the church enumerate the different 
grades of fins, and violations of difcipline, and the con~ 
feffbrt to whom the claflified tranfgreflbrs might cano- 
nically apply for abfolution*. Thus, for example, in the 



(') See Mtfth. Paris, io«* citato; Puller's WJlory of Abbeys, Book n. 
p. 275 ; Van Efpen Jur. Ecdtf. Uitw. P. n. T. vi. ; de Sacramento Pat- 
niUnti*, c. v. de ardtnario patnitentia miniflro, pp. 315, feqq.; and 
Sharon Turner's Hifiary of England, Part tv. c in. pp. 402, feqq. note, 
p. 413. 

(*) 9tcj)[pt(iA£tct ribitattirtU licit vmnt* de epj/copatu pqffit ubfot- BwUmi. Feed 
vert, mm ta-men a- refervati* fine fpeciali licentid epi/bojA, fecunditm Jo. ABtaArmitI*; 
an. in. c, Ji cpfcopiu, de pee. et k. 1. vl. non autem fia suttiprwbsttr P S8 AU - 
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council of Rheims {A.D. mccccviii.), we have a lift of 
" cafus poenitentiarUs per brcanatus commijfc" — " eajus 
presbytororum parochialium " — " eajus nobis et ptmitenti- 
ariis nojlris re/ervati, &c." — which, if the reader be 
curious about fuch adfurdities, he may refer to in 
Manfi's Supplement to Colet's edition of the Councils, 
Tom. vi. col. 566, feqq. and fparslm in the collection. 
^*^~*- Some bifhops granted to their beans rural the privilege 
p. us. f abfolving in cafes referred to the epifcopal chair, as the 

biftiop of Seez (A.D. mdclxxxv.) — " Nous donnions & no* 
OOgtns ruraui," fays Bifhop Savary, " le pouvoir d'abjbudre 
p.si4. feg cat fc nous rnjtrvzx : " and the like power of abfolu- 
tion was conferred on brans rural in the diocefe of 
Lifieux. 
SjJTjL^J Whenever the brans gave Utters of abfolutivn, they 
Qngracttfu, were ordered by the fynod of Cambray (A.D. mdl.), to 
ftate the nature of the fentence from which they ab- 
folved, and at whofe inftance it had been inflicted : — 
otherwife the presbyters were not to execute the Uteres 
abfolntoruE of the brans. The fum of money received 
by the latter, on thefe occaflons, was alfo to be men- 
tioned in the letters of abfolution. 
Slj£.&2r"' ^° longer perfonally concerned as public confeffbrs, 
tvg.pHa. bums rural, in the province of the archbifhop of Salz- 
burg, are commanded by the forty-fifth constitution of 
the fynod of mdlxix., cap. vi., to prefent all perfons, who 
had been obftinately difobedient to this important branch 



tUtaliS pateft, ab/btoere omnei de epijeopatu, quia Jblum pritejl plrti ; 
et quantum ad majora nihil ddiet factre fine relatione ad epifcopum, 
in. d. c. fi. Potefi tamen omtut perUnadet ad ecclefiat, aeijienUi jkb 
fito pltbmatu ahjbltxTt, quod patet per. d . c, & 
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of the church's discipline, to *their diocefan bifhop — 
"Jta tamen qudd anttquhm dentmeientw, prius per pajiores 
fuos de faciendd Chriftiand confejjione paterni admonean- 
tur : Qui, Ji protervi in impUtate fud perrexerint, tunc 
demum ad fuperiores deferantur, ut coram ipforum inobe- 
dientium Juperioribus pro obediential debitce prsftaiione 
follicitari, vel ex officio pajiorali, canonico modo contra 
talcs procedai, valeat." 

The fynod of Ypres (A.D. mdcxxix.), interpreting the sm. awl 
earlier ftatutes of that fee on the duties of toearts rural, ^iJ™^' 
decrees " Stcanos ©frristianita lis poffe excipere confcffiones 
fubditorumfui dijtrictfa, ad ft ex cauJA. recurrentium, etiam 
tempore pafchali .- " — and the fynod of the year following, c^. t. p . m. 
remarking on the incommodioufnefs and indecency of 
having the confeffional in an angle of the church, clofe 
to the altar (whereby communicants at the latter were 
often obftructed, and penitents themfelves impeded in 
the ceremony of confeffioii), impofes on the totalis at 
vifitation the duty of feeing that the Jedes confeJionaUs 
be removed to a more honourable, decent, and confpi- 
cuous fituation. 
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SECTION VI. 

Supervision of Schools. 



£«Si£** HE authority of bifhops over fckoola and 

friwl'"'"' fchoolmqjlera appears clearly, Bifhop Gibfon 

fays, from the original institution of femi- 

naria of education, and from the ancient as 

well as modern laws of the church concerning them. 

The canon law is plain and exprefs upon the point. On 

the continent of Europe, from the time of Pope Eugene's 

Rcfcript (A.D. ccccxxvi.), fchoola are distinctly fpoken of 

Dili, xxxtii. " in univerfit epifcopiis.fubjectifque plebibus, &c." as under 

cxiLp.ii. ^ e jjpg^Qjj Q f tne fpuitual power; and in our own 

si«i™, cc. country, as far back as the time of the Anglo-Saxons, 

oLip.»j. jj^y are M pointedly noticed "per villas et vico> &c." 

as fubject to epifcopal regiment. 

Thefe decrees and orders of councils, however, on 
the abftract right of bifhops to interfere mfckolafiic 
matters, admitted ; it muft be, at the lame time, acknow- 
ledged, that the higheft functionaries of the church 
could not personally fuperintend and regulate every 
■place of public education within their Spiritual jurisdic- 
tions, and efpecially in remote rural districts. How 
then was this difficulty got over ? How did the bilhops 
perform thofe visitatorial duties over fchooli and fckool- 
mafters, for which they were equally refponflble, in fuch 
places ? In Belgium, and apparently elSewhere, by 
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delegation. They not only delegated the continual 
governance, but alio the actual erection of feminaries 
of injiruction to their rural deputies. 

It is a canon of the fynod of Malines, " Ut curent §"*"* ««*"•." 
epifcopi, ut quantprimiim in oppidis et pagis fuarum dice- ywJvwEfp™ 
cejium parochiales fcholte , Ji coUapftE Jint, reflituantw ; fi T,ra.bv.p»i. 
confervatce, colantur et augeantur &c." — indicating that 
the church was defirous of advancing the machinery of 
parochial education by the influence of the hierarchy. 
But under the circumftances of the diocefan being unable 
perfonally to comply with the fynodal decree, the actual 
fuperintendence of the feminaries of the country there 
devolved on his rural deputy, the artfiprtsbjoter or bean of 
©btistfanfrg. Whence a fecond fynod of Malines, after 
regretting the want of edifices for carrying forward 
parochial education upon an extenfive fcale, fuggefts that 
they be immediately erected, wherever required, and 
that the beans ratal enter into negotiation with the local 
magistracy for erecting them, and raifing the neceflary 
ftipenda for the mafters : — " Agant Btt&ipKsbgterf," fays w.#a 
the canon, " cum magijlratibus et pretfectu locorum, ut dp. i. 
ea mot erigantur, jimulque rationem meant, ipfis ludi- 
magijiris de annuls Jiipendiis providcndi." 

The Belgian . arcbprf esis, generally, examined the sua. v* 
mafters and miftrefles of thefchools as to the foundnefs x"i.ap.'v T t%s. 
of their religious creed, before they admitted them to * Sch<,li *' 
their refpective charges; and the profefllon of the . 
parties, then delivered and attefted, was kept in the 
hands of the examiners ; in compliance with the com- 
mand of Philip II., as exprefled in a particular edict to 
the fynod of Cambray. But, on another occaflon, a civil 

A A 
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officer was added to the art&pritst for the performance 
of this duty, and the licence of both required. 
staiui. fimd. The fynod of Antwerp (A.D- mdlxxvi.), under Son- 
p.2«. nius, decrees, " Nullum recipi in ludimagiftrum fint ex- 

prtffo confenfu betanf raralfs, qui fuper Mo admitlendo 
maturi cum parocho deliberabit " — (de Scholis Parochia- 
libus). That, again, under Miraus (A.D. mdcx.), enacts 
nw3SwL —"Ludimagifler conjlituatur h pafiore, magiftratu et 
■nLxre.of.li. primariig parochut incolis {qui curabunt de necejfarut 
Jiipcndio ei provuUri) cum confenfu bttattf raialfs, in cuju* 
manibus faciei profejfionem fidei, jurabitque fe non doc- 
turum out permijfurim ab hypodidafcalo net difcipulis in 
fcholdfud haberi librot hcereticos, aut de fuzrefi fujpedo*, 
aid quacunque rationc in honejlatcm peccantes, ali&/be 
prohibiten, &c." And that of Ypres under Georgius 
(A.D. mdcxxx.) makes profeffion of faith before the bran 
ratal, and regiftration of admiffion by the fame func- 
tionary, indifpenfable to a legal inftitution. 

The vifitation of parochial fchools has been elfewhere 

noticed as entrufted to tteani rnral : — the fynods of 

Malines (A.D. mdcvii.) and Cambray enforce it every 

sua* Meek**, fix months — " Schola fcholajlicix capitulorumfubjecta, ab 

ei'*.' *^ ijfdem fcholaftkis, caterte omnes ab arcMprtsbpterfg, vel 

f^I^t^ «*» ob ordinario deputatis, Jmguli* faltim femeftribm 

ferid vi/ttentur." 
cm/Let Decnt. The fynod of Salzburg (ID. mdlxix.) places the re- 
b%rg. p .m. . gulation of fcholajiic ftudies in the femimries of the 
country entirely under the vifitatorial Juperintendence of 
beans rural — (Conft. lix. cap. vi. de authoribus juventuti 
pralegendis). 

The fcope and aim of this branch of the iKtanal office 
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was, in the words of Van Efpen, — " Utfciatur anjuven- v«n Er« D * 
tits riti infiituatur, quis Jit puerorum in litteraridfcientid ™, i.e v. 
et fcriptionis peritid profeetua; an' magiftri magijirave «.V.p.3«j. 
inftruendtf, erudUndaque juventuti feduld Jh impendant ; 
modum convenientem, prudentiamque, in regendd juventute 
teneant ; quo* libros pueria pralegont, aut legendos tra- 
dant, aut legere permittant ; an nulli pralegantur, qui 
turpe aut obfcasnum quid contineant, aut bonis moribus, 
veljidei catkolicce adverfum ; curentque ut libri legantur, 
qui pueris pietatem et morum honeftatem tnJHUent." 

My refearches have met with no inftance, in the 
Councils of Great Britain, of lieans rural being delegated 
to vi/tt, or otherwife interfere with, fchools and fchool- 
ma/iers, fave in the abortive fuggeftions refpecting the 
eftabliftiment of thefe officers in the reign of Queen ecu n. it a. 
Anne;— where it is recommended by the Upper Houfc ' '*" 
of Convocation, that rural beans fhould be authorifed 
" particularly to inquire into the condition of fchools, 
hofpitals, parochial libraries, and the feveral gifts and 
legacies bequeathed to pious and charitable ufes." 

The following canon, " De vifitatUme JchoUe," of the 
Reformatio Legum Ecclefiq/licarum, does not feem to 
appertain to our total functionaries : — " Bis unoquoque c yyuaHm 
anno lot( ortfnarfuB puerorum progreffus in jiudiis explo- jlajl'slJJiio. 
rabit, atque tunc ingenia quo? videbuntur ad literas nimh 
inepta, cxcludet, libros parum idoneos doceri non finet,fed 
utiltores prafcribet; prteceptorem verd ignavia aut nimim 
cejfationis fufpeetum coram berano, vel, to abfente, bite- 
tottano, et duobus prabendariis arguet. Quod fi bis 
jrullra- fceerit, tertio delinquentem loco movebit." The 
whole chapter, I believe, has reference to fchools in 
cathedral cities only — not to rural parot&ial schools. The 
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latter, however, have been, in modern days, fubjected, 
by many Englifli diocefans, to the vifitation and Jitrvdl- 
lancc of beans ratal : fee Documents in the gtpprn&t'x. 
mwnxiiNi, Dr. White Kennett, in his judicious letter to the 
voi. ii. p. 3sb'. bifhop of Lincoln {dated Ambrofden, Nov. 7, mdcxcix.), 
ftrongly urges him, in the propofed renovation of the 
rurt-tff canal office within the diocefe of Lincoln, "to 
licenfe no curate or fcholtmajier within his diocefe 
without a certificate from the ratal btan, of the perfon, 
the place, the falary, the duties, &c." And, in the 
2S?h£2 di° ce ^ e of Salisbury, about the year muclxx., Bifhop 
m. M.SM ' Seth Ward bids the ratal btan* (whom he had recently 
appointed throughout the counties of Wilts and Berks, 
—vide ©fUtfum jBtcanotnm ffiuralfum in the Spprn&ix, 
Sarum Documents') — *' to obferve whether fckoolmaftera 
performed their duty of teaching and catechizing fcho- 
lan, and bringing them to church on Sundays and 
holydays." See the duties of ratal tfiaptets in connexion 
with parochial education in the province of Rouen — 
Part v. Sect. 11. Chap. xi. 
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SECTION vn. 

Supervision or Hospitals and Charitable Foundations. 



CCORDING to the ancient rule of the canon &m, u m. 
law, " de xenodochiis, et aliis Jimilibus locis, 
per JblUcitudinem epifcoporum, in quorum diat- 
cefi exijlunt, ad eqfdem utilitates, quibus con- 
JiUuti funt, ordmentur" — it would appear that hofpitals 
were under the infpection of the bilhop dejure communi. 
Could he delegate the vifitation of them to his country 
reprefentative — the lean rural 1 There is evidence that Garon* <*>■*« 
he could, and did, both in Great Britain and on the ami.' cm. 
continent — as far, at leaft, as the epifcopal right of inter- p ' 
ference went; which was fubject to fome limitation. 
But to the full extent of hia own power the bifhop could 
commiuion his titan rural, as his vicarious vifitor. 

In England, on the authority of Lord Coke, a diftinc- 
tion obtains between Jpiritual and lay hofpitals; in the 
former of which, the bilhop viflts; in the latter, the 
patron. And in Belgium, according to Van Efpen, v m Er pPn 
there are hofpitals and other charitable endowments iimi- T.xnmr.'iL 
larly fltuated ; the adminiftration and regiment of which p ' 04, 
are exclusively laical, and the foundations themfelves 
laical. From thefe the lican rural — bttanus foranrus vel 
Qf|jrfstianftat(s— is, by name, excluded. He is allowed no 
concern with their eleemofynary economy ; — the bifhop 
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himfelf being put afide, except where malveri'ation and 
negligence are apparent on the part of the laical govern- 
ment ; — on which occafions he is allowed, by the fynod 
of Liege, to interfere. May we not, then, infer from 
this ltatement, that to fpiritual kofpitals the titan rural 
was admitted in the capacity of a delegate vifitor 1 See 
Beckman's Hijlory of Invention!, Vol. iv. p. 475. 
vS" w' p'fi*" ^ ut we are no * ^ *° mere inferences. The evidence 
is exprefs and poGtive to the point of Beans rural being 
fupervifors of ftofpitals and other life foundations. The 
provincial Scotch council, held at Edinburgh (A.D. 
mdli.), exprefily orders, in its ninth canon, De vifitaUone 
kofpttaUum, " Ut Vcianf in fuis vijilationibus de jiatu 
omnium kojpitalium referant, et debito tempore ojfkialibus, 
feu commiffariu generalibu* ad effkctum, ut ipfi defectus 
hujufmodi corrigant, et opportuna remedia defuper projpi- 
™"xL P -*ftm ctant." And the earlier council of the year mdxlix, 
a*. Hofpia. probably, includes brans rural in the like duties under 

the generic title of ortrinarff. 
i>,cT,ta a»c. Amongft the visitatorial duties of totalis rural of the 
Tii. xix. c. xm. diocefe of Cambray, we find in the provincial council 
{A.I), mdlxxxvi.), under the nineteenth title,- the fol- 
lowing canon : — " <Btcani ecclefias parochiah.% et capellas 
ae hofpitalia, aliaque pia loca eorundem dijlrictuum quo- 
tannh ut minimum fem& vifitent, et de eorum Jiatu, ac 
SttiitaDttrtta qudtn recti divinum afficium in eis peragatur; utrumne 
titcMm. f.\si. miffis, et aliis mis fundationibus et oneribus faHsfiat, et de 
cateris hie pertinentibus aecurati inquirant." — c. xiv. 
" Excejfus verd et defectus (Ji quos repererint) quibus ipfi 
mederi nequeant; cpifbopis locorumve ordinariis,feu eorum 
vicariis, quamprimum Jig-nificent ." The lame charge is 
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given by the bifhop of Tournay (A.B. hdlxxiv.) to the d**** s^,«u 
fttans rural of that diocefe — to fee that divine worihip be p . aT^m. 
duly fupported " in xenodochiis, hofpitalibvs, aUifquc jnis 
locis," and that the revenues be administered according 
to the pious and charitable intention of the founders, 
and to the praife and glory' of God. 

In the diocefe of Ghent, the arrfcprcsbgters ratal have £**?<■ * °r : , 
the like office to perform. The ftatutes of- the year a** ** * * * 

mdcl. enact — Cap. xx. Tit. xx. " &t$i$n%b$ttvt p 

non tantum fabricarum et men/arum pauperum,Jed ctiam 
hofpitalium, domorum orphanorum, et quorumcunqucpiorum 
locorum computus fempir audiant, ubl dejure et conjuetu- 
dine id hactenus fecerunt; et examinatis pracedentibus 
computibus videant num eorum conclufiones debiti pur- 
gatce, feu reliqua eorum pleni foluta Jint, utque omnia 
debiti adminiHrentur, atque ut computus femper in bond et 
convenienti formd defcribantur et audiantur, diligenter 
advigilent." 

" Solent artitfpttsbgtcrf," fays Van Efpen, " loco epifcopi /nr.&cw: (/»*.. 
intervenire computibus non tantum fabrics, aut men/is cp.r.p.31. ' 
S. Spiritds in parochiisfui di/lrictds,Jed etiam hofpitalium, 
beggmagiorum, et monafierxorum ordinario Jubjectorum." 
See Stat. Synod. Duecef Yprenf. Tit xx. cap. xxiv. (A.D. 
mdcix.), p. 274. and Vecreta et Statuta Synodi Mechlin. 
(A.D. mdcvii.), Tit. xxii. cap. x. 

In the Injlructions or Articles of Enquiry for tatanK 
rural of modern days, charitable foundations are gene- 
rally omitted. But there are exceptions. Bifhop Seth 
Ward's " Ojfuium Itotanormn Utttalfam ad quod jura- mom<u erty 
mento qftringcndijunt," annexes hofpitals to the items of Kmlw. 
inquiry within the diocefe of Sarum ; as if the good 
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prelate thought fuch eftablifhments fit objects of Dtcanal 

vUitation. Hofpitala and charitable foundations are alio 

noticed in the Convocational Proceedings under Queen 

Anne relative to beans rural (fee the laft fection) ; and 

charitable endowments are noted in the commhTion of 

apixnbfr, win- the titan rural of the diocefe of Winchefter by Bifhop 

fv*fe Somner; and in the articles of inquiry for the bean 

worcefer rural of the diocefe of Worcester by Bifhop Carr. I do 

not remember them in any other modern document 
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SECTION VnL 
Ordination, Institution, and Induction. 

CHAPTER I. 

Obdination. 

HE connexion of titans ratal with the branches 
' of perfonal fervice which ftand at the head 

• of the prefent lection, has long flnce ceafed 

• in Great Britain; — I mean the ferious and 
folemn duties, with which they were entrusted, as local 
ortrinsrUs of the bif hop, of examining into and testifying 
the fitnefs of candidates for hofy orders within their 
fcveral jurifdictions — of prefenting fuch as were approved 
at the altar, for the epifcopal act of ordination — and, 
fubl'equently, either perfonally inftittding them, as in 
fome few places of the continent it feems to have been 
their privilege, ex confuetudine, to do; or, which was 
more ufual, of introducing them to the bifhop for that 
purpofe — and, laftly, putting them into the corporal pofi 
feffion of their benefices. 

" That none might enter the church by ordination" AOtmbuPn- 
fays the author of A Humble Propojal for Parochial Re- Pm. Min 
formation, " but fuch whofe habitual inclinations led to p ' 
a religious life, the church placed much confidence in 
the office of the ratal titan ; — who was to publifh the 
name of any one that was to be ordained of his toeanrg, 
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in the pariih where he was born, or had moft lived and 
converted, and that for three Sundays before his ordi- 
nation, to learn the efteem ' people had of him, which 
the titan was to certify the btihop of." 

Many, however, and curious as are the items of 
Uttanal duty, which this namelefs "Presbyter of the Church 
of England," (as he calls himfelf on his title-page) has 
thrown together in his Humble Propofal to reftore Rural 
Deans and Chapters according to the ancient way of the 
Church, he is not always to be relied on for his facts and 
references. In proof of which, he has here allotted to 
the Bean what the'ehurch impofed upon the parochus; 
who was ho tftRri at all, according to modern accepta- 
tion, but a mere parochial incumbent. Again, he fays, 
the council of Trent could find no furer way for profe- 
cuting inquiries into the characters of candidates for holy 
' orders, than by the inftrumentality of ratal own* ; but 



Djfixwftif 
up. 41 



(') Zaeh.CawHrey (rector of Barthomly in Clielhire, AJ). mdclxxv.), 
in his Difiourfe of Patronage, fuggefts that " every patron may by law 
be obliged, within one month after the vacancy of a benefice, to nomi- 
nate three probationers for the living, to the rural bran, and the other 
minifters of that DtSMtn, wherein the Vacant living is; and that thofe 
clergymen of the tMRTB be obliged, diligently and faithfally to inquire 
Into the abilities and dne qualifications of the perfons nominated ; and if 
no juft exception can be made and proved again!! them, that then the 
clergy of the otatirg mould, within one mouth more, commend them to 
the parUhioners, that they alio may inquire into the merites of the candi- 
dates i ' and, after one month more referved to the people for 1 Inch inquiry, 
that they mould reprefent back to the patron, by their humble petition 
and tefHmo&ials, two of the perfons named to them, declaring their rea- 
dinefs to fit down under the mmiftry of either of them ; leaving it to the 
patron to prefent . to the bilhop of the diocefle which of thofe two he 
pleafeth." 
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the latter are not mentioned in the Seffhn referred to, 
otherwise than as ordinarii, under which title they may 
be included of courfe ; but it feems fcarce allowable to 
{ingle them out as diftmctly referred to. 

Whether there alluded to or not, however, they cer- 
tainly had much to do with the preliminaries of ordina- 
tion, in their HtcMpteistigttrfll character, at a very early 
date ; and fo had their prototypes, the Milan bishops of 
the fourth century, of whom fo much has been laid in 
Part ii. § i. pp. 22, feqq. The attention paid to . the 
qualifications of perfons about to.be ordained to the 
priefthood, in the letter of Saint Bafil, addrefied to the b*ju. optn. 
r&orrpfsropf of his large diocefe (who bad departed from clixxL'p/B* 
the exact difcipline of their fathers in this refpect), the 
reader will fee in my notes to Dr. Priaulx's tSratt ; and 
in the verflon of the original Greek in that excellent 
periodical, the Britijh Magazine, N\ xxvi. (February 
mdcccxxxiv.), p. 158. At that time, it feems, the -Milan *,n. ai«ui- 
Msfcops performed the duties of examination into the jtwteHtfbMfe 
characters- of candidates for orders — receiving the tefti- 5>tfW. Bai. 
monies of the neighbouring clergy — Ttpevfivrepot km &t&- ^^ 
kovoi of (TwoiKovvrei; cturpif — to the point of their general 
fitnefs. And, it is probable, when the -Milan aic&pwsbgters 
fucceeded the rfjorepfucopf in their other ministerial duties, 
they were alfo capacitated by the diocefan to fulfil the 
fame fcrutiny of morals and acquirements of candidates. 

On the authority of the council of Nantes (A.D. 
dcccxc.) can. xi., it was the office of the artfrptfesw to 
accompany the candidates in queftion to the epifcopal 
city, in order to prefent them to the bifhop for ordination: 
— " Quandd epifcopus ordinationes facere difponit, omnes ss.cc. tw 
qui ad facrum minijierium accedere volunt,ferid quartd 
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Dtent. l Pin. ante ipfam ordinationem evocandi funt ad civitatcm, unit 

p.U """ cum arrfcipresbBtrrfs, qui eos reprefentare debent. Et tunc 

c.l.p.ss. "' epifcopus $ latere fuo eligere debet facerdotes et alios 

prudentes viros gnaros divirue legis, et exercitatos in 

ecclefiafiicis Janctionibus, qui ordinandorum vitam, genus, 

patriam, atatem, injlitutionem, locum ubi educati funt,Ji 

fint bene literati, fi inftructi in lege Domini, diligen/er 

invejligent; ante omnia, fi Jidtm catholicam Jirmitbr 

teneant, et verbis fimplicibus afferere queant. Ipfi autem, 

quibus hoc committitur, cavcre debent, ne out Javoris 

gratid, aut cujufcunque muneris cupiditate illecti, A vero 

devient, ut indignum, et minus idoneum adfacros gradus 

Ju/cipiendos, epifcopi manibus applkent. Quodjifecerint, 

et tile, qui indigni accefiit, ab altari removebitur; et iili 

qui donum Sancti Spiritus vendere conatifunt, coram Deo 

jam condemnati ecclefiajlicd dignitate carebunt. Igitur 

per tres continuos dies diligent er txammentur; et fie 

Sabbato, qui probati inventifunt, epifcopo reprefententur." 

The reafon why ttans ratal were appointed to this 

ThomfflD. v. t honourable trull, Thomaflin jultly alleges to be, their 

p.'i. l. ii. cW. intimate acquaintance with the parties concerned: — 

F ' "' " Quad atcfilprtsbgttr regiuncula Jita la'icos clericqfque 

fingulos de proximo nofcat, morefque eorum habeat explo~ 

ratiores, compertiora quoquejludia Utterarum." Where- 

smoi ctmftant. fore ' the province of Rouen continues them in this 

iwjp*ir*' important charge : — " Inquajlas de ordinandis cUricis 

p.SBS. _^ 

CC. Betcmag. (') (A.D. MDczzxi.) " Ut ordtmim candidati ad examen cantui peri- 

JJutaS to t ' ore * occtdant," the Rouen councils alio decree, " priecipitur Jinpdit 
Dftsnfit, ut intra termino* Jui Dcratuttfls unam Jbt duo* iifdem eandi- 
datit fcholat ajjlgnent: in quibus ab aliquo perito facerdoU in oantu 
piano et officii* tecUfiaJHcu riti obeundu, inftituantttr : aUoquinfeiant 
fe ab examine rtjiciendot." 
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faciant diftgcntir tetanf," fays the fynod of Conftance 
(A.D. mccclxxv.), " non per eos quos adducuni ordinandi, 
fed per eos quos credidermt melius Jcire veritatetn, tarn 
de valore patrimoniorum, quam de vitd et converfatione 
ipforum. Non concordent teftes, fed Jtngulorum tejiium 
depofitionesfcribant" 

In the collection of Statutes of the diocefe of Avranches cc. Beit 
(A.D, mi)l.), the thirty-ninth inftitute relates to the duties s^i^ 
of beans rtttal ;— of which, one bears on the preliminaries 
of ordination — the life, conversation, quality, age, and 
genera] fitnefs of candidates for orders, and the value of 
the patrimony, or title, they will be feverally pofleffed 
of as ordained clerks. The Tumi are charged — " Pro 
ordinandis ctericis inquaftas et informationes per fide 
dignos tefies faciant de ordinandorum vitd, converfatione, 
qualitate, estate, et habilitate, necndn patrimonii aut tituli 
valore, tejliumque depqfitioncs Jidelitir fcribant, et ad nos 
aut officiarios nqfiros ajferant, aut per fidelem nuncium 
tranjmittant. Similiter cum ad eos mandatum ad banna 
pro vacante beneficio mittitur, quit Jit patronus, qualifque 
Jit prafentatus, inquirant: e.t quicqtdd mvenerint 1 , verif- 
Jime refcribant." And, again, in the fortieth ftatute, p.291. 
there is a canon "pro recipiendis ordmibus" in which 
the Dean* are much concerned " Nein ipfbjlatlm 



{A.D. mdcxl.) " Vt otcanerum ftudio per opporhmiora civilalis et Ej*fd.p.i3]. 
diiEoefi* loca fchaia cantat et ceTremomarum eeclefiafikarum injlitu- e »»- T - 
antur, ad qua* clerici eertii diebu* e vievdd dijceitdi cau/S ooneenianL" 

( ' ) So the biihop of Peterborough recommends the bifhop of Lincoln sjm, aDDrr ta, 
(in his foggeAions for ft new regulation of the economy of the turf- J""™ 1 A *£$ 
btcanal office within the diocefe of Lincoln) " to inftitute no clerk 
without * certificate from the titan, of the vacaucie, the trae patron, the 
reputation of the prefentee, &c." 
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limine offendatur, providendum de litterd tejlimoniali 
ordinandi, tarn fuper titulo fufficienti, qubm fuper vitd et 
converfatione ejus quifacris initiari defiderat. Eacura 
btcanis incumbit Jivgulis iafuo iHcanatu, utfcilicet quandd 
ad eos fcribitur fuper informatione faciendd de promo- 
vendis ad ordines, diligentiam vekementem adhibeant fuper 
converfatione honefid promovendorum, tituti veritate, 
omni fraude fcmotd : indicentes eis periculumfu/penftonis 
in cqjufraudis, ata/e, et literaturd. lib tamen qudd de 
duodecim teftibus requifiiis ex more antiquo.fex eltgantur 
per Vrcanttm, et fex per promovendum. Et fuper hit 
provideantjitb poind emenda," &c. 
jctattDtrtta The fynod of Cambray (A.D. mdl.), makes the "tefti- 
hdl. p. siT™' monium legitimum to tram CTIjn'stfamia tf s " indifpeufable to 
JZ cJU ' admiflion into, or advancement in, holy orders. And 
£15.^"™ the provincial council of the feme fee (A.D. mdlxv.), 
enacts, that no perfons be admitted to the order of 
fub-deacon, "niji becani nualfs, vel officialised utriufque 
tejlimomo per titeras expreffo comprobentur" &c. : — to 
DtcrHaGncu. which a fubfequent council adds, that the " tefiimonia 
Tu.x.e.1. p.ss. vita et probitatis morum qua adferri debent h finguUs 
ordinandis, omnind Jignata fint h Dream's ruralftms, ac 
deinceps ab eifdem bttanfs claufa et obfignata mUtantur, 
fub pond rejectionis eorundem, et non admiffionis ipforum 
ordinandorum. Si quis autemfine Hits Htterix venerit, is 
non admittatur, immd lie quidim examinetur." See De- 
creta Synodi Tornacen/is (A.D.udlxxiy.), p. 22. "de Sacra- 
mento Ordinis." Statuts et Ordonnances faites A.D. hdc 
par Francois Pericard, Eveque d'Avranches — p. 304. can. 
stpud-sagifM t vn. ; and thofe of the bifliop of Seez (A.D. mdcuii.), 
can. xxi. p. 442. impofing on beans rural the verification 
of the baptifmal regifter of age in each cafe, the legiti- 
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macy of birth, amount of patrimony by inheritance or 
otherwife, the publication of the name of the candidate, 
or, at leaft, a certification of the fame having been 
publilhed, &c. &c. 

In cafe of advancement "ad major es ordines," the Acta *t Deem* 
archdeacon is charged in the provincial fynod of Utrecht Pr«*u** tn- 
(A.D. mdcclxiil), to fend the names of the candidates to jTmci. 
all the nrtfrprisogtra of the diocefe, and the art&prtstig tm, 
again, to their diftrict paftors, that prayers may be 
offered up for them in all the churches. 

Dr. Kennett propofes to the bifiiop of Lincoln, "to BMMwM. 
call in fome of the graveft and neareft rural titan* to vol. » 'pTssi! 
examine and afiift at ordinations ; and to require candi- 
dates for holy orders, if they have lately redded within 
the diocefe, to bring a certificate from the rural titan, and 
his neighbouring brethren." And the. Convocational Pro- 
ceedings under Queen Ann e fuggeft, " that in all teftimo- cc. u. b. a w, 
nials required by the bifiiop or other ordinary, relating '* 
to the abilities and manners of candidates for holy orders, 
curates, fchoolmafters, or others within their diftricts, 
a more particular regard fliall be paid to the teftimony 
of rural beans." See Appointment of Ktural ~9tm in the S? 1 ^! 1 " 
diocefe of Winckejier. """• 
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CHAPTER II. 

Institution and Induction. 



HE charge of prefenting ordained clerks to 

the bifhop, or his vicar-general, for inftiiution 

to vacant benefices, the bean fhared with the 

p ' m ' archdeacon in the diocefe of Tours, by a 

provincial council of Chateau Gontier (A.D. mccxxxi.) — 

the lay and clerical patrons being commanded to employ 

one or other of thefe officers for that purpofe. 

In fome diocefes, ftrange as it may appear, arch- 
deacons and artftprftsts enjoyed de confuetudine 1 the 
right of injiitution itfelf. In that of Liege, the former 
M^tbl^d. m fti tute d to the larger churches (" m cccUjiia et earum 
Tom.iv.t.8je. appendiciis"), the latter to chapels (" in capellis"), ac- 
cording to the Synodal Satutes of the year mcclxxxvii : 
— but, in both inftances, they were liable to fufpenfion 
by their fuperior, the bifhop, if they deviated from the 

VuiEfpcn (') Upon which plea of cuftom. Innocent III. fupported the arch- 

Xif'A'vi'Yi beacon of Richmond "injure inJUiuendi; eo quod archidiatonu* hie 
p. 5*7. probdffct, fe et preedece/fbre* Juot in conlinud poffejjiont inJHluendi 

faffi; quanwis de jure communi archidiacono fola inflitutio corporate 
competaL" The archdeacon had that power, obferves Mr. Nelfon, origi- 
Highu of On ually from the bilhop, becanfe the jurifdiction of the whole diocefe was 
Cfcrgyi p.ct. in him before there was an archdeacon; bat, the grant which he had 
being loft, and it being cuftomary for him to injtiiute, by virtue (as it 
mnft be fuppofed) of fuch original grant, he may therefore prefcribe to 
do it. Snch was, probably, the origin of the airbprrsbuttt ratal's jurif- 
diction in inftiiuting clerks, wherever it obtained. 
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canon of injiitution, and collated any clerk to a benefice 
who had not attained the age of twenty-five years. — 
Again, in the Summa Silvejlrina it is afked, at fol. xxxix. 
De Rtr&fpiM&gttto — " Utrian arcbtpresbDttr ratal fs habeat STpST^ 
autorilaiem infiituetidi feu confirnumdi prafentatot & pa- «■***«. 
front* in ecdefiis qua funt fub fuo plcbanattt I" — and 
anfwered, " Qudd de communi jure non poteft :—feeus ex 
confuetudine prafcriptd, Jicut accidit in archiepifcopatu 
Florentino i qub uterque arcfaepifcopus et attbfcptesbptFt 
Tuxa\i%feu plrtatuts poteft confirmare prafentatum Jibi t et 
ad quern primd recurrit Hie expedit." 

Injiitution, however, was, generally, the act of the 
bifiiop ; and the fubfequent one of induction alone that of 
the Bean, or attbptrsb])tn rural, who received the man- 
date of the ordinary, and gave the new clerk corporal 
pojfejjion under it, accepting no fee for the duty per- 
formed — " (Dt catU pro mij/ionibus clericorum in pojfeffionem cc. u. a. un 
eccleftorum, in quibus fuertiit per epifcopum infiitvtt, nihil '* p * 
omnind recipere, vel extorquere prajumant." (Confi. W. de 
Cantilupo JVigorn. Epifc. A.D. mccxl.) 

" In plerifque dieeceftbut," (ays Van Efpen, "jus eft fcffriL«T 
att&fpiMfeBtttfs introducendi pafioret alio/que benejiciatos JJJw&JL^ 

u a. /71 /JT-aa *_. . aiauJuiU «/. .V. A J_." „_^/". //,' _J." . 0™A»-^ Til 



in pojfejjionem ; recipiendi ab Ut fidei prqfeffionem aliaque G ^ dm "^ 
folitajur amenta. Quinitndin quibufdam locis obiinuit, ut 
nulla titera cura animarum defervituree, vel vicepajloratus 
cuiquam fuffragentur, nifi pravie arrijfprtsbgttto ijiius 
diftrktua exhibeantur, et ab codemfubjignentur." 

But, in the Belgian churches, corporal injiitution or sj^n. in. mi. 
induction was not the rural Bean's dejurc communi, nor iSiulV im. 
even the archdeacon's, but the biihop's alone; who "'""*' 
ufually committed it to the Bean of the diftrict, as the 
batter's refidence in the country enabled him more 
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conveniently to perform the ceremony, adminifter the 

stat.sy*od. oath', &c. "iBtranotum officium eji," fays the fynod of 

•tH.m.e.11. Ypres (A.D. mdlxxvu.) .... "novitdr provifot de paro- 

chiali ecelefid, ant alio beneficio ecclefiajtico («/£■ litteru 

collationis nan vitiatts, non cancellatis, neque aliqud parte 

Jui fufpectis) in veram, realem, et corporalem beneficiorum 

collatorum pqffijjionem per pulfum camparue, tradUionem 

eluvium, miffalis, calicis, ant ornamentorum, et ofculum 

altaris, atque fub aliis /olemnitatibus, pro confuetudtne 

debitig et requifitis, inducere, et conjiitutre, mediante 

c«p vni. fummarid renovatione juramenti &c." And farther; — 

becaufe falfe letters of induction were fometimes fub- 

ftituted, it was decreed by the fame fynod, that no 

VuE[p«n (') The oath taken by the perfon inducted was to this effect: — "Ego 

Pii Tt mvi "' 3 uro e * P rom ^° obedientiam, recerentiam et honorem fummo pon- 
c. ii. pp. 590-51. tifici Romano, ac R. domino epifcopo N". eorundemque fucceffbribtu. 
Item juro et promitlo ccoUfia mem parochial* de N. fidtlx&r dejervire 
Jecvndum orient iili annexi exigentiam, et in eo perfona&tkr rrfider*. 
Bona pafioratui vel ecclefuB meat non aiienabo; et indebiil alienata, 
quantum in me erti, JUteliter recuperart Jhudebo. SpeciJUationem om- 
nium frucluum paftoratus met, cum debitd defignatume hypothecarum, 
limitum et terminorum, intra annum afeflo natwitaS* et JoannUBap- 
ti/he proximi venturo, artftlnrtsbntCTO tradam; fructus artni, in quo me 
mori out meam eeclefwm dimitiere con&nget, fubjicio et oblige ad lau- 
dabUem dejervituram u/que ad fejhum N. Sti Joannii BaptiJltB, mortem, 
vel tUmffionem meam proxime Jubjecuturum. Sic me Deus, &c" This 
oath was renewed by the fynod of Malines (A.D. hdcii.), and ordered 
to be taken before the rani titan and two other wltneffes ; and, together 
with the profeflion of the inducted"! faith (according to the form of Pope 
Pins IV.), was to be entered in the regiftry of the btsntv, with date, wit- 
nefles, &c Nearly the like oath was taken, before the Dtan, on inducting 
the fame, or any other perfon, into a benefice unlhaut core of fouls — 
mutatit mutandis. — See alfo CC. Rotomag. Prov. P. II. p. 446. Synod* 
Sagienfei, and Dtcreta et Ordinata DioxefU Gandavenju, A.D. mdcl. 
pp. 121, feqq., for the forms of thefe jnraments as taken by pallors, 
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presbyters fliould interfere in any cafe of induction (even 
though the letters fhould be addrefted generally to all 
presbyters) without the fanctioh and content of the bran. 
But to return to our infular ufages, for examples of 
the employment of our bfllan officers in giving corporal 
poj/ej/ton of benefices: — On Saint Lucy's day(^.J).MCcxx), Km,,,*-, P „ B . 
Richard, rural bean of Wodefdon, inducted the prior and «?, Jjfj. 
canons of Saint Frideswide, Oxford, into the appropriated SSsSS&L* 
tithes of Oakle, and certified it by fpecial inftrument, 5iS*oS* 
concluding thus — " Ego et plures alii viri fide digni de sm-p- 13S -> 
tapflulo de Wittefdon in hujua ret te/limonium kuiefcripto 
sfgfUa nofira appofuimus." — And again, on the eighth of 
April (A.D. mcccxxvii.), by mandate from Henry biihop 
of Lincoln, the rural sub-titan of Wodefdon, who was 
vicar of Wynchendon, inducted the aforefaid prior and 



capellanes, &c. "And why," aiks Van Efpen, " was this fpecification EjufiLptn u. 

of ecclcfiaftical property to be exhibited to the arcfjpmbjittt, as the ggg 111 "' e " ' 

bilhop's vicar ? — why — but that he might, in place of the biihop, fee to 

its due confervation, and that no part of it was loft or deteriorated, 

while in the keeping of the beneficiary!" In compliance with this 

oath, all facellanes, pallors, and beneficed perfons, were commanded by 

the fynod of Ghent (A.D. mdcl.) to deliver, after induction, an exact Dtenta Dime. 

inventory of all their goods, and rights accruing ont of their refpective i^JUft,,. 

benefices, to the atthprfrflW or otans of efirt»tianfts ; and alfo a full 

iialement of all taxes paid by each benefice, that the fame might be kept Tit xx. t. m. 

in the archives of the diocefe. — Moreover, by the fiatntes of the fame 

fynod, authority was given to the attftprirttis to demand the original Decrtta Diae. 

documents, or authentic copies, of all eccleuailical endowments, to be tilxx. £ iv. 

exhibited to them by the patrons of the benefices within their arrbipirs- P- so - 

BDlrratttf. (See alfo Stat. Dicec. Synod. Yprenf. T. «.) And by the fynod 

of Antwerp (A.D. mdcx.) they were authorifed, at the time of viliting 

the parochial clergy, to examine the titles of collation, mjlittdion, and 

poffej/iun cf benefice*, under which each incumbent held ; and the clergy 

were charged to exhibit the iaftruments, on demand. 
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canons, in the perfon of John de Abingdon, into the fame 
church, with the annexed chapels of Brill, Borftall, and 
Adingrave. 

For this official act, as I have laid, no fee was allowed 
to the inductor. The Bean rural of the diocefe of Wor- 
cester is expreffly forbidden to demand or accept any by 
the canon above quoted. And in a rejcript to the arcb- 
bifhop of Canterbury (De Simonid, cap. xxxvr.) Pope 
Innocent III. urges on the primate, " Ut pratam confut- 
tudinem de fud provincial Jiudeat abolere, per quam pro 
mvejiiturd, archidiaconi mancham argenti, minora vera 
brcanf vaccam a&amjibi dare pojlulant, vel certamjbkd 
pecunite quantUatem." — a cuftom equally condemned by 
jWJ H"?|j| Honorius II. to the biftiop and clergy of Liege — amongft 
" CUr '^^^ whom he reprobates ** detejiabilem confuetudinem exigendi 
tdm.hi. p.iii per archidiaconos et "tttumm determinatam pecuniam de in- 
vejiituru ecclefiarum et altarium." 

But, in utter disregard of papal refcripta of inhibition, 
the archidiaconal and other agents of induction, in the 
next century, feem to have continued fadly extortionate 
in the performance of the duty — delaying the act itfelf 
and its certification for a mod unreafonable time, under 
the hope of increasing their unlawful profits. In confe- 
quence of which abufe, Archbifbop Stratford interpofed 
cc.mb.hh. with an Extravagant (A.D. mcccxlii.), ftrongly condem- 
°"' p ' ' natory of the practice, and bidding archdeacons and 
other ecclefiaftical minifters, in obedience to mandates 
of induction from the bilhop, to perform the ceremony 
without delay, and to be fatisfied with moderate charges — 
3sl 4d. for the archdeacon, and 2*. for his official — to be 
paid in money or other commodities, at the option of 
the inducted clerk. (Can. in. De Inductionibus &c.) 
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It Ihould feem, fays the learned Mr. Johnfon in a note f***J^ l( 
upon this provincial conftitution, the practice which now »- ™it «. 
prevails for the archdeacon to give a mandate for the 
injlituted clerk to be inducted by one that was not official, 
had its beginning in Lyndwood's time. For he propofes 
the queftion, whether the archdeacon in this cafe lhall 
have any thing, and anfwers peremptorily in the negative ; 
but that the inductor lhall have what is fufflcient for one 
of his degree : — " Inducens habebit ab indueto expenfas £j£"*J|j ( 
necefarias fuo Jiatui competmtes fab moderatione qwB p-i«- 
conceditttr ipji arcbidiacono, vel ejus officiali, &c." 

The titan rural was often thus vicarioujly appointed to 
the office of induction by the archdeacon (" cujus offieium 
eft," gloffes the bifhop of Saint David's, " admiffbs ad y.SjjKjL. 
bcneflcia ecchjiajiica inducers in corporalem beneficu pop- 
fefftonem"), after the canon lawyers had deprived the Parocuai a*h- 
former of his priority of jurifdiction in the matter, and fW." 
letters of induction had begun to be addrened to the 
archdeacon, primarily, inftead of the Sean ', 

Dr. Kennett fuffeefts to the bifhop of Lincoln " to 3»». m<ma, 

, , , „ . , . ... i . Pant*. AnOq. 

have the mandates for induction into parochial churches, Voi.u.p.3sa. 
allwaie directed, as of old, to the ratal taw" — "To 
licenfe no curate or fcholemafter without a certificate 
from the rural atan, of the perfon, the place, the diary, 
the duties &c." — " To injiituie no clerk without a like 
account from the Stan, of the vacancie, the true patron, 
the reputation of the prefentee, &c." 

Laftly, in the Proceedings in Convocation refpecting cc.ii.B.itu. 



(') A.D. mcccc. The bifhop of Norwich wrote to the Dean of his own BlomeneM't 
manors to induct Tho. Brademere de Hogham, prieft, according to "$$*' VoL '" 
cufUm, the archdeacon never inducting any one in the bifhop's manors. 
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rural ttran* (A.D. mdccx.), it is propofed by the Upper 
Houfe as worthy of confideration, " how fiir it may be 
practicable, that mandates of induction be directed to the 
rural trean to be executed by him, or any other neigh- 
bouring minuter." 

Moll refpectnilly, but earneftly, would I folicit the 
attention of the right reverend the bifhops to the fug- 
geftions thrown out by Dr. Kennett in reply to the 
biihop of Lincoln, and by the Convocation in obedience 
to the mandate of Queen Anne, reflecting the reftora- 
tion of brant rural to the antiquated duties, which are the 
fubject of the prefent and preceding chapters, and which 
cannot be too foon, nor too generally revived, in my 
opinion, under fuch high &nction, in furtherance of that 
important department of church-difcipline to which they 
appertain — the ordination, injiitution, and induction of 
clerks. The fuggeltions are the more valuable, becaufe 
they are perfectly practicable, and need only to be tried 
in order to be approved. 
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SECTION IX. 

Cititoky and Crktipiratokv Duties. 

KS minifierial officers of fuperior prelates — ljh±jvm*k. 
** Mini/iri tdm epfioporum, qudm orchidia- gi- in ™ ( &u* 
conorum" — beans rural were concerned in 
the citation of delinquents into 1 the fpiritual 
courts, and making terlificatory returns — " 3Brtanf turalfs P.8i.j*taT. 
ojjuium eft, in caufis tcclefiajlica citationes et tranfmiffas 
exequi; — ctfju* Jigillum in talibus eft authenticum," fays 
the bifhop of Saint David's. " They were to receive Dr. piom ^ 
warrants from the bifhop or his fubftitute," writes the b. v. p sot. 
dean of Gloucefter, ** and by vertue thereof to cite all 
fuch to make their appearance before the chiefe paftour 
or bifhop, as were upon any occafion to be convented 
before him : and this their citation of fuch parties to be 
convented, under the feale of their office they were to 
certifie the bifhop of." 

Their interference in thefe proceedings, Mr. Somner jntij^Hu & 
confines "to caufes of moment, and when the clergy of rmT^fit. 
their respective treantfes were the fubjects of citation; on 

(') Perfons cited before rourt* eChtlstisn, whether by terns tuts I or oy*. Sjpnda. 
other officers, were exempt from arrefi. All violators of this privilege of jf^jj^fj, 
the chinch were to be admonifhed by the Xuwat to grant to the aggrieved A -°- ««cclv. 
immediate liberation, and recompence for injury fnftained. Non-com- 
pliance on the part of offenders was fubject to peremptory and uncondi- 
tional e i communication. Fide Can. " Qualiter venienUi ad curiam de- 
beat plena libertate gau&tre." 
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which occafions, at lead, the warrant was often directed, 
committed, and entrufted to the execution of the \uarn : 
and they, as a part of their office, either executed the 
fame themfelves, or elfe caufed it to be executed by 
their apparitors, fervants, beadles, or meffengers" — "per 
cm/t. oth.00. jg f aut certos fuos nuncios et Jidda." But there feems 
cc.m.b.hh. no reafon for the antiquary's reftriction of Srtanal inter- 
pofition to fuch cafes alone. Indeed, thefe officers were 
general minifters of citation in confequence of the mal- 
practices of others difqualifying them for the truft. 

Letters of fummons, it appears from the twenty-fixth 
constitution of Otho, had been previoufly executed, " at 
the instigation of the promoters of them, in a way molt 
cw(. othon. crafty and nefarious : " — " A multis accepimus," lays the 
|J deacon cardinal, "qttdd citatorias literas impetrantts, eas 

ad locum, in quo morari dkitur, qui citatur,per tres defti- 
nant garciones, quasjuper altare loci ejitfdem eccle/ue, eel 
ibidim in loco alio duo ponunt, et tertius Jlatlm rapit. 'Ex 
quo fit ut duobus pqjlmodum tzjlificantibus, qudd ilium 
citaverint f% /itr(o morem et confuetudinem regionis, excom- 
munkatur vel fufpenditur, ut contumax, qui contumaciam 
prorjus utpoti citationis nefcius vel expert/ erat." — To 
guard againft fuch abufes in future, the ministerial part 
of the citatory procefs was changed by the legate, and the 
mandates ordered to be always ferved by an officer of the 
fpiritual court (on the perfon, if he could be found, or, 
otherwife, by publication in the church), or, at leaft, 
directed to the ratal bean of the Btanrj), for faithful exe- 
amfi. oaoa. cutton by himfelf or deputies. Thirty years afterwards 
EaiiTota£ " (A.D. mcclxvih.). the fame conftitution was confirmed 
by Cardinal Othobon ; — with the addition, that, unlefs 
a return were made by the rural titan, or other definite 
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perfon (" arbitrio demandantis," glofe.) of the due execu- 
tion of the summons, no punifhment mould be inflicted 
for difobedience of the injunction. 

Scarce, however, had the Brans been appointed to the 
office of receiving and transmitting letters of citation and 
certificate, than fome of them began to abufe their truft; 
as appears from Archbifhop Peckham's twelfth conftitu- 
tion of Lambeth, De certificationibus/aaendw;— " Qwdam cc. u. b. <t ff 
ruralf um be canorum in citationibus faciendis, contra com- " " p 
munem juris ordinem de luciferiand verfutid meritd dijjh- • 
mantur, qui vis. certificationem jubdolam nendunt pro 
pecunid filiis falfitatis, nuUd citatione ad notitiam citati 
ante certificationem hujufmodi, vel poji earn aliquatentis 
veniente, undi frequenter etenit, ut innocent damnetur." 
For the prevention of which detailed knavery, it is j h O iw„E=- 
ordered, that no return or certificatory be granted ', tSctnu. 
under the feal of a tiean rural, to any applicant whatever, 
till it has been publickly read " intra miff drum jblcnnia," 
on Sunday or other feltival, in the church where the 
cited party dwells ("fovet larem "), or for the moft part ccilb.hh. 
reforts :— (" Ut per hoc conftare poffit" fays Lyndwood, nw'fcijjiriiii 
"qudd tttcanus apponens Jigillum non eft in dolo velfraude, Tli '■ f,8L 
ftgillando forshn Jtctum vel falfum certificatorium.") — 
Moreover, that the cited have fufficient time allowed him 
to make his appearance at the place and day appointed: 

(') In Oughton's Ordo Judtcitmm, Tit xxvi. "Quid fit oertifieato- VoL i.p.si. 
rhm auihenticum," it is noted .... "Quod in omnt certi/katorio au- 
IhenUco," according to the practice of the Court of Arches, " orchidia- 
conut, official**, commijariui, vel o«tjmu» tuiali* (qui dicta ctrtificatorio 
fegillum officii fui appoJuU) teJHfioari debet, fe Jigillum ktijufinodi appo- 
Jviffe, ad Jpecialem, feu perfonaUm rtquifiliortem mandaiaru; aliht 
rum valtt kujtijmodi certtfietUorium, nee dicilur authenticum." 
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—or, if the cafe will not admit of fuch delay, then that 
the c&rtificatory be given in the church, or other public 
place, before witneffes, after citation previously made be- 
fore witneffes alfo ; the time and place being noticed in 
the return; — and that no certijkatory be granted, upon 
any plea whatever, before citation. To the ftrict obser- 
vance of all which regulations the fctaiw were to be fworn 
J Vw htfa iL.il. annually at the epifcopal fynod — " Quid, per eot pottUt 
g i is t. btconi quatn per alios, qui habent JigUla authcntica, multce Jicbant 
• jraudes," fays Lyndwood : — and again, in explication of 
the annual repetition of the oath (fufficiently explained, 
g i tn. t. mri one would think, in the limited duration of the titan's 
'*"' tenancy of office, and the yearly recurrence of the dio- 

cefan fynod), he fubjoins, with his wonted fererity and 

£<*■ M.B.tiH. illiberality of infinuation " Aliiu pojlquhmjterati 

effent, non oporteret hujufmodi juramenium reqtari, riifi 
Jubejfet caiifafujpicionvt." 
"vfatcfaiL.ii. If primary citations in caufes of correction (" citationes 

T. i. dt Judidii, -a 

Mi. primarue, i.e. prima vice emanantes, Lynd. pro correctiotu- 

bus delmquentium") iflued by bifliops and archdeacons, 
or their officials, were tranTmitted through any rector, 
vicar, or other parochial minuter than ' the rural Bean, 

Sbjpe'i A**ait (>) " Whereas, law hath plainly forbidden," fays BUhop Freak of 
tfaO^P^T"" Norwich (A.D. mdlxxx.), " that prwxfi out of the court Ihould be 
p. ii.pv.BST-98. awarded to be ferved by the adverfe party, or any of his af&gnment, 
whereof we fee by daily experience the inconveniency ; for that the 
adverfary, keeping the proctft by him, will await fuch time and bafinefa 
of the party, that he cannot appear, and often fuch (lender return* an 
made a* bear no credit: it were greatly to the futherance of juftice and 
indifferent dealing, all procefi ihould be directed to the bent* rural or 
suotrinumumtft in their feveral oraiuif «, by their officers to be executed, 
and returned authentically, according to law. Whereby the fobject mail 
have no canfe of grief; and juftice better may be executed." 
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official, apparitor, or fervant, it was deemed un canonical; 
— the delinquents fo cited were abfolved from obedience ; 
and the citations, with the cenfures and proceffes confe- 
quent upon them, were " ipfojure " null and void. 

Examples of the employment of Deans rural, &nfum- 
moners to fuperior courts-® trfstf an, abound in our ancient 
hiftories of the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries. In 
the Chronica W. Thorn, J.D. mccc, the reader will find *£JJJJ* "■ 
an ordination of rural Sennrfrs by Thomas Fyndon, abbot 
of St. Auguftine ; and, the following year, a proccjx car- 
ried on againft Peter de Mildeftede, vicar of Faverfham, 
in wbicb the rural bean of Lenham, the lait on the lilt of 
the abbot's fore-appointed becanates, is employed by his 
commiftary to cite the delinquent vicar (previoufly de- 
clared contumacious, and fufpended ah ingreffu ecclefia)_ 
"coram domino abbatc vel ejus commijfario in ecclefid 
Sancti Auguftini Cant. 8?c." Then follows the certjficato- 
rium of the bran, which, as a curiofity, I tranferibe, ftating 
the due' execution of the mandate of citation .- — 

" Veneranda difbretionis viro, commijfario venerabilis coi-iasi.iosa, 
Patris Dei Gratid Jbbatis Sancti Auguftini Cant, fuus 
kumilis et devotus becanus be %tnbatn obedientiam, reve- 
rentiam, et honorem. Mandatum vefirum fufcepi in hac 
verba £$c. Auctoritate cujus mandati prafatum vicarium 
quod compareat coram nobis dfctis die et loco peremptorii 
citavi, dicitur tamen vulgariter quod eft abfens et vagabun- 
dus. Et fie mandatum veftrumfecundum Jui formam et 
affectum reverentdr quatenus potui fum etecutus." The 
rebellious vicar ftill keeping aloof, in contempt of the 
CQUrt-ffi&rfstfan, bean rural, commiftary, and abbot, he is 
declared fufpended and excommunicate, in his own 
church of Faverfham, and throughout the bcanrj> of 
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Lenham ; and the commuTary, at laft, denounces him 
an incorrigible excommunicate, deprived of all pre- 
ferment. 

Prynne's Ufurpations afford a fecond historical anec- 
dote of citation by beans ratal. Being concerned in the 
applicatory part of all admonitions, fummonfes, returns, 
and cenfures of the church, and the whole of its difci- 
pline, in country districts, being practically veiled in 
them and their apparitors, we may readily conceive that 
they were fometimes expofed to infult and injury from 
the unruly violators of the church's peace. Accordingly, 
ptfi u/*rjm- we read in Prynne, '* Qudd quidam maUfaetores et pads 

p.»7. ° ' nojlree pcrturbatorca Richardum Chriftian tamnttn 

Roberti Archiepifcopi Cantuar. de Ofpringe per ipfum 
arefnepifcopum ufque Sellinges miffum, ad quafdam cita- 
tiones et alia, qua ei ratione officii fui fpirituaUs incumbc- 
bant facienda, apud pradktam villam de Sellinges cepe- 
runt, et ipfum vcrfus pofteriora equi Ulius retrover/um et 
caudam ejufdem equi in manu Jud loco front tenentem 
equitare inhumane compulerunt; ipfum ctiamfk equitan- 
tem per medium ejufdem villa de Sellinges cantibus et 
chords illudendo duxerunt, et pofteh caudam Ulam, et 
auriculas ac labia ejufdem equi abfeiderunt, et ipfum tttca- 
nmn in lutum fordidum projecerunt, ipjumque quo minus 
officiumfuper fibi per prafat. archiep. comvuffit et injunc- 
tis exercere potuit impediverunt &c." For which aflault, 
H>ft«r a fi!/>. of thus circumftantially fet forth, " the king directed his 
p. 80*. writ to the ftieriff, to make inquiry by inquifition of a 

jury concerning it" 
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SECTION X. 

9ccmul Appabitom. 

i aid the beans in the execution of certain 
' branches of their office, the church allowed 
• them the ufe of bedels or apparitor* — "Utianf ««*■<**, n 
1 rural es," fays Lyndwood, "in qvibufdam por- 
tions habent jurifdkttonem, et apparitores^w bedell os Jibi p 
intendentes." In reference to the bilhop, the brans 
themfelves flood in the capacity ofjummoners ' — " Quart- u in. t. mi, 
turn eft ad epifcopum, intdligi poteji qudd ipfi brcanf funt US^. »& 
ejus apparitores : " and in the lame relation to the brans, 
ftood their own perfonal officers, who were employed to 
cite the clergy to chapters, mfitatians, and convocations, Atterborr'*.*-- 
(for the mandates for the choice of convocation-clerks 2£S£; 1 ? or **' 
paffed through the hands of beans rural), and to execute Sffjffiffi 

Put l. p. 17*. 

(') "D'n's arehiepi/c. officiarw Jiio Jalutem.—AmoBeatur apparitor iu aKjititwai. 
(utpoti JhbdUU no/trie ontrofiu occafione qutJiH* extorquendi) et com- SKtSmmT" 
pleaiur que qfficium per brtanum fxcut extitit kacttmu objervatum. Ksoneu'i Pa- 
Idem etiam Drtaita* infuo de cetera trtanstti fit fine qu&vu injvftd fem- VoLii.^3»l. 
tiajequeftrator, tAjuperfiuitiu mini/horum indebita undique deleatar ne 
tmpraperia deincepi/ub inchoatu tedxU dbbrevient diet noftrot &c." 

In the capacity of epifcopal yummoner*, Dean* ratal were purpoTed to gdh —irln 
have been commiflioned by onr eccle.fi nftical- law reformers. They were £r^K M 
to have made known the time of the epiicopal fynod to the rural clergy, 
in order to enfure their attendance at it — (a duty enrolled in our earlier 
pages nnde.r fynodical duties) — " f&ngtdo quoque anno Jynodiu ab epi- 
fcopo mdieetw, curetque diem eonauHam omnUnu paflaribui qidfiitd in 
agro per tlftmK rvrijpar/ot intScari 4c." 
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Jummonfcs and judicial writs from the CQttrMJJirfstian, on 
cc.M.B.ttH. behalf and in place of their matters. They were alio 
a.d.'Iccv,'. fupervifors of manners, and bound to notify to their 
employers any immoralities, or breaches of church-difci- 
pline, which occurred in their prefence, or reached them 
by information : and, as the principals were punifhable 
by removal from office, if they accepted any pecuniary 
bribe for concealing, or too lightly punifhing, the crimes 
of offenders, fo alio were the under-officers fubject to 
the fevere correction of the bifhop's official for the like 
connivance and corruption. See Con/2. W. de Cantilupo, 
Wigorn. Epifc. Can. " Qudd qfficiales vet itcani Sfc." 
v%?' B is4 H ' ^ Archbifbop Boniface's Lambeth conftitution (A.D. 
mcclxi. ) De apparitoribusjive bedeUis — certain regulations 
were eftablifhed to remedy the "gravamina et cxceffiu" 

refulting from the abufe of apparitors " Cum pro 

faeiendis executionibus, aut pro aliis nectjjitatibtu ad hof- 
pitia rectorum, vicariorum,/eu capetlanorum, vei alxorum 
facerdotum vet cleriporum aut rcligioforum eos declinare 
contigerit, nihil omnind rations procurations vd alterius 
JervitU exigant ab tifdtm,fe& cum gratiarum actiont reci- 
pientes ea, qua fit* ab hofpitibus apponentur, Mix contenti 
exijlant : neque per nuncios aut fubbedellos./ed perfcipfas 
executiones faciant praceptorum, &c." Moreover, they 
were not of themfelves to pafs fentences of excommu- 
nication, interdict, or fufpenfion; nor to denounce 
judgments paffed by others, without the fpecial letters 
of their principals. Such fentences, otherwife delivered 
by them, were not obligatory in law, and might be dis- 
regarded with impunity. And laftly, inafmuch as it was 
the earneft defire of the church to exonerate the clergy 
from illegal charges, if apparitors, in violation and con- 
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tempt of her rcftrictive conftitutions, were ftill burden- 
fome and expenfive in, their vifitings, they were to be 
punilhed with feverity, and compelled to make double 
reftitution to the aggrieved party. 

Thefe rules, I have no doubt, extended to all appari- 
tors. The Dublin fynod (A.D. mccxvil). had patted the 
fame, or nearly fo, long before; expreffiy reftricting 
archidiaconal and Decanal bedels by name — " bedelli feu ccm.b. « h. 
apparitores, archidiaconis nojlris vel otcanffl inttwUntes, '* P ' 
&c." And, under pain of excommunication, the fame 
officers were inhibited to ride in the diocefe of Norwich 
— " Inhihemus fub pamd excommunicationis, ne bedelli jsi/» p .T3s. 
archiiiaconorum Jeu bctanorum habeant equitaturas, fed 
peditet incedant, ntfint oneroji provindtE" — (^.D.mcclvii.) 
— though in the diocefe of Winchefter (in the larger 
btanrfts at lead) they were allowed the aid of horfes for 
the more expeditious delivery of their mandates : — " Sit w'- vol. u. 
in quolibet bcianatu utacut duntaxat apparitor, Jine equo, P 
exceptit diffufioribut bttanatinus, in qidbtu permittimus 
apparitores eorum equites effe, cum non poffimt peditet, 
cum celeritate debitd, omnia qua eis nos, vel officialis 
nojler, aut archidiaconut, vel officiates eorum injunxerimus 
expedire, &c" (A.D. mcccviii). 

Bifliop Bleys of Worcefter (A.D. mccxix.) ordered 
that every apparitor attached to a bean fhould be, at lead, 
of the order of acolyth — " Nullus bttanu* habeat appari- ejuo. v i. i. 
torem vifi Juerit ille cterkus, ad minus ordinatus in p " 
acolitum." 

Notwithftanding the particularity of the cited limita- 
tions, and the feverity of the penalties on difobedience, 
it feems, the apparitors contrived to evade them : — 
whence the neceffity of the fubfequent Extravagant of ££"£££" 
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v!*Z a 'nS L Archbifhop Stratford (A.D. iicccxlu.), reftricting die 
r r.rt «< af.uui. number to one foot-bedel in each beanrg (" tdmfub orchi- 
wJ'i^itm. * diacono quftm Betano," fays Lyndwood), without any 
horfeman ; the latter being granted to the bifhop alone. 
This walking apparitor is allowed, by the provincial 
constitution of the archbifbop, to remain only one night 
and day at the feme rectory or vicarage, in each quarter 
of the year, unlefs fpecially invited to ftay longer. He 
is forbidden to levy contributions of money, wool, lambs, 
or other perquifites, and is thankfully to receive what- 
ever is freely prefented to him. Any excefs in retinue 
of apparitors is, ipfo facto, fufpenfion of the stan from 
office, until he again reduce them to the canonical limit. 
And, on the apparitor's fide, any deviation from the 
ftrict letter of the law, either in being himfelf of the 
number fo augmented, or in the mode of adminiftering 
the perianal duties of his office, is immediate depofltion, 
ipfo facto, and perpetual incapacity to refume the appu- 
ritorial functions K 



i. ('} Great as were the faults and numerous the tranfgrefiions of the 
officers of the ratal tmi of England, they are quite eclipfed by thofe of 
foreign official underlings. The character of the officials of atc&nttrttit 
U thus given in the " Gravamina centum Germamcm Natitmu:" — 
"i.v. fttC^tpItA"UtOtum quoque officiate*, ut plurimhm Junt Modi, 
inhaiAlei, infuper et fcurrilibu* moribui, nihil penji habenta, nihil acentee 
quhm pecuniam. Et quam notorii m publici* degant peccatii acfad- 
noribut, quotidiano di/citur uju, per quod laid, quo* ob admjffa, debito 
modo corripert, ac in pietate Chri/liand eruditiores et mdiora redden 
ilebebant, nedu-m ad meliorem frugem rum perducuntur, fid qffendxadit 
tmerantur potHu. Ad ktec per leva ac nlet ha* ojficiaiaun perjbtuu, 
in quorum confcientiu, nulla Ckriftianie pietatu viget ratio, fed lan&uri 
fieleralu* kabmdi amor, laid mifere ad vivum ufque in bonu Juif JpoU- 
antur, ac depradantur,'' &c. 
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Subject to tbefe regulations, the titan rural continued 
to employ this fervant ' till the period of the Reforma- 
tion ; when the latter entirely difappeared, and the 
former preferred little more than a nominal exiftence — 
"the cipher of a function." The Canons of mdlxxi. sp«m.w'.c<*. 
continue the tiran ratal, but lay nothing of his apparitor. ***i 
Nor, in the Conjiitutwns Ecchjiajikal of mdxcvii., or thofe 
of MDcm., does the latter any more appear ; — unlefs, oawt a*/,* 
perchance, he be included among the fummoners of "in- xLiu.ap.vu. 
ferior ordinaries " there mentioned. But the abortive 
Reformatio Legum Kcchjiajlkarum of Henry VIII. and 
Edward VI., when reftoring artiumsb)»trs, or Brans ratal, d**i<®?«uh)\. 
to their full powers and ufefulnefs, would alfo have «pv. p.93" 
granted to each the fervices of an apparitor. And fuch, co.m.b. hh. 
in the next century, was the intention of Bifhop Bedell ' p ' 
of Kilmore ; — indeed, he exprelUy orders his reftored 
beans ratal to employ the fervices of their apparitors (one 
in each of the three Seanrfes of the diocefe) for distri- 
buting epifcopal mandates to their compreshyters. 

In the iflands of Jerfey and Guernfey, the Conftitutionx 

" The Civilians have fo low an opinion of a btadle or an apparitor, ArlinVi Partr- 
that they call him animal tantiim rationale; by which it may be in- """"-P- 89 - 
ferred, that be is of a meaner capacity than a fherifTa officer : and there- 
fore, fince he ii fuch an incomprehenfibk, it is fit the court (honld not be 
troubled with many of them, &c.'' 

(') " Whereas the lewdnefa of apparitor*, fcouring of the countries ; Fmk'i Paper. 
following their inalter'a trade and exercife ; fome have been detected of Strypo'i ,(.«4 
forty marks bribery in half a quarter of a year, in half a brawn ; the 8ia,vSii!p!Vi. 
trail ratal or «»p«rttttrnbsitt (hall caole fome honed, religious, quick FJ^^^'i 
perfon, to whom he (hall upon his credit commit thofe things he (hall 
be put in trail with. Who, attending' every con lift ory day upon the 
court, may certify and return all procefles ; and advertife of all abides 
needing reformation." 

CC 
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and Canons Ecdejta/iical grant to the bran one apparitor, 
who, in aidance of the procefs of citation, may fwear to 
SiflT&fMt ^ e duties thereof the clerks of parilhes : — " xlvii. Pow 
'*«£'*■ "<■■»■ executer les citations et Jemonces, le bQ£rn affermentera les 
coujieurs des paroiffes, et un appariteur. It/quids dortneront 
Jidile ricord de lews exploits, en dormant copie des citations 
et mandats origmels a, ceux qui le requerront, et en obfence 
de la partie aux domeftiques; et les caufes de la compa- 
rencejeront exprimees dedans lefdites citations et mandats." 
—" xltiii. Si la partie ne fe trouve point, foit en fe 
cachant, ou autre collufion, la citation /era affichee a, Ffnri* 
du temple paroiffial d'icelle, en cos qu'il n'atft aucun domi- 
cile, et ce en jour de dimanche." 
■JJ'sscPt™ ^ foreign councils, one only prolongs the exiftence 
vi. »l sii. of the bran's officer to the year hdccxx. — and there, 
probably, he is no apparitor, but a mere domeftic fervant ; 
for whole lupport, as well as that of his matter and 
two horfes, the Concilium Ruthenorum authorifes the 
bran to demand of the clergy fufficiency of maintenance, 
during the time of their neceffary attendance on paro- 
chial vifitation. 
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Authentic Seal. 




VERY important inftrument in the hands 
of the btan ratal, for the purpofes already 
referred to, and others to be now mentioned, 
was his feal of office; — conftituting here in 



ture. By its formal receipt from the diocefan, or his Kenneth £<««■ 
deputy, the totan was duly commiflioned to the imme- £•■»<»■ 
diate performance of his numerous functions, both per- 
Jbnal and capitular; none of which infcriptis were legal, 
unlefs they had the fanction and imprefe of the Jtgfflum 
auctenticum. 

The privilege of uflng a feat was confirmed to Deans c*fee /.£..*. 
rural in England (for it prtvioujly exifted) by the twenty- 
eighth Conjlitution of Cardinal Otho, " Dejtgillis aucten~ cc.mh.hh. 
ticit, et de cuftodiA eorum" (A.D. mccxxxvi.), upon 1 the " " P ' 
plea of the total want of public notaries in the iiland at 
that time. The character and infcription of the btranal 
feal were peculiar. Inafnrach as the office was only of 

(') " Aprtd Anglos, rrfrrenfe MatthFpo Parifio in Henrico tertio, quo- MabUloa De He 
niam Tabdlionum ufat in regno AngUa non kahttur, propter quod Pj^jSSf',, 
magi* ad figitla authentica credt rft neceffe; ut eorum eopiafacUSu VaLi.p.139. 
habeatur, ftatutum eji, ut figiilum kabeant non Jblum arc/depijcopi et 
epifcopi, fed etxam eorum officiate*, Hem abbatei, prioret, Qttani, archi- 
diaconi, et eorum offidalet, Uttnti ru raits, necnwi ecclefiarum eathedra- 
lium eapituta, &c." 
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a temporary nature, the beans were not allowed to have 
their own names inscribed on their feat, but only that of 
their office ; at the expiration of which, they were to 
reflgn the feal at once, '* without trouble or annoyance," 
into the hands of the perfon by whom they had been 

j. d« Anton, appointed : — " /Hi qui temporale officiumfufcipiunt, puih. 

p. 09. ' ' bf tanf rnrales, et officiates, figillum fuum, quod tantum 
nomen officii (quafi diceret, fine nomine propria, gloft) 
habeat infciilptum, finito officio, et, d. quo habeant officium, 

cc.it.BrtH. continue- etfinemolejlidrejtgnent." The fame is enacted 
"' l> ' 'in the fifth constitution of Richard de Kellow, bifhop of 
Durham (A.D. mcccxii.), with this additional particularity, 
that the titles of the different offices of the enumerated 
functionaries fhould be engraven on the circumferences 
of the feals .- — " Quod thm officiates nojiri qu&m officiates 
arckidiaconorum nqftrorum, et eorum cornmiffarU gene- 
rales, ant fcttanf tttrales, nojirarum civitatis et dicecejis 
Dunelm. figiUa habeant auctentica, in quorum circum/e- 
rentiis ipjbrum officialium, commiffariorum, iKcanorum offi- 
cia expreffius defignentur,fuis fuccefforibus in officio relin- 
quenda; quibus figillis, quajua contingunt officio., femper 
utantur ; alioquln peend graviffimd puniantur." 

The fuperior ecclefiaftics, having a perpetuity of en- 
joyment in their feveral dignities, were permitted to 
unite their perfonal or proper names with their titular 
distinctions in the legends of their .feats, — an honour 
denied to the Deans of tijr touiitrp — unlefs, from cuftom, 
thefe alfo chanced to enjoy the like permanency of rank 
mftt*g >fMaH. and title ; — as was the cafe with the bean of Manchefter, 
p^s»'i,s9 l 8. ,, ' and tome others ; who, with perpetuity of office, had 
the privilege of prefixing their perfonal names to their 
official honour. The ufual fubfeription of the titan of 

■ 
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Manchefter was 1. 50«an. be Jttanuctfttro. lo. Brian. Ire 
ittanc&tftttr : and fuch, Mr. Whitaker tells us, was the 
infeription of his feal. But the temporary titan's Jignet 
bore no proper name, running in a general form, adapt- 
able to every poffeflbr, as " gfeigfUmn b«am toetanatus be 
©sjmmg," " Jbffitllttm tucanf 39cicn«*trie," " Sbigillura be- 
tanatus be Boocr," " SbfgfHum ottitii becani be 33." of 
which we have examples, feverally, in Hafted's Kent, 
Kennett's Parochial Antiquities, Lewis on Seals, and 
Thorne*s Chronica, 

All, however, of what duration foever their tenure of cc. u. b. „ h 
office, were commanded to be careful of the cuftody of ° ' '' v ' 
their refpective^fia&; and either to keep them faithfully 
under their perfonal charge and jurifdiction, or to dele- 
gate them to fafe and f worn guardians;— neither them- 
felves affixing them, nor by their appointed reprefenta- 
tives, to any document whereby prejudice might pqffibly 
accrue to another perfon, without due circumfpection 
and inquiry ; — never refilling them to rightful and necef- 1. <t« au.™. s l 
fltous applicants ; but peremptorily and unconditionally ^u". I" 
denying them to falfaries and forgers. Laftly, the legate 
Otho enjoined, that the proper date of the day, month, 
year, and place, fhould be inferted at the beginning, or 
clofe, of every fuch authentically -fealed document. 

Thus guarded by canonical enactment againft the 
male-adminiitration of his feal, either perfonally or vica- 
rioufly, the rural bean ratified with it his CertiJIcatoria *,o n „h«.n'i 
already fpoken of (letters of refponfe certifying the receipt fw^vnu^Tit. 
and delivery of mandates of citation) — his Procuratoria m slv". * 
(inftruments by which proctors were delegated reprefenta- v ' 81 ' 
tines in caufes ecclefiajiical, or courts-ffiforfstfan) — Inquifi- 
tiones de jure patronat us, and©ap(tulat Adjudications gene- 
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rally — Tefiamentary paper », and Lettert of adminiftration, 
Valores bencficiorum, Taxation*, Tejlimonial* for orders, 
Induction* of clerks, Marriage-bantu, and all other acts 
and documents, which, formally and in writing, were 
heretofore occaflonally tranfmitted through the ieratial 
office ; or to the execution of which, whether of a 
public or of a private nature, the bean was an official 
party, attesting authoritatively with his Jignet their 
genuineneis and authenticity. 

The caufe of all this wary legiflation, canon upon 

canon, was this : — Before the arrival of Cardinal Otho 

in England, as legate h latere from Gregory IX., the ufe 

of authentic feat* had been groflly misapplied, in reference 

to fome of the purpofes for which they had been initi- 

Sj/»i£r '* n " tuted, not only by the "minora clerici" (" quale* funt 

t^inteT 1 ' ( tff ic * ai ei tt tttfanf rwale*," J. de A.)» but alfo by fuperior 

p.m. prelates; (in one or other of which claffes, our beans 

are affuredly to be included, as having jigiUa authentica ; 

— though Johnfon objects to the interpretation of the 

gloffbgraphcr)— and thence the need of an amended 

code to check abufes wont to arife "per infolertiam" 

But to a few of the purpofes (whether ufes or abufes) 
to which the rnrf-toranal Jignet was applied ; — and firft, 
of Certifkatoria : — 

On the twenty-fixth constitution De citationibu* facir 
endii, what has already been faid under the head excita- 
tory procejes and certificates renders farther extracts on 
thofe branches of duty unneceffary. But the other 
canon referred to, viz. the twenty-feventh, demands the 
introduction of a few words bearing on our rural jigil*. 
It is headed— " Qua litercr falfa dicuntur, et poena eorum 
qui eis uti prafumunt .- " — and after a brief preface, the 
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cardinal writes ...." Conficiuntur, ut audivimus, literec, cc.m.b.*ih 
ae fignantur non tantum h mmoribus ckricis, vertim ctiam * ' 
h pralatis, in quibus manifefti cavetur aUquem coniraxiffe, 
contractui vel negotio affuiffe, vel extitiffe aliquetn ad judi- 
cium evocation, vel Jibi citatorias literal prtefentatat, qui 
tamen mmqudm prafens fusrat, vel inventus, immdforjan 
in akd provincid vel ditecefi tunc degebat, ^."—conclu- 
ding with a plain ftatement, that all fuch perfons are 
guilty of forgery, and liable to its penalty of fufpenfion 
from office and benefice. 

With regard to Procuratoria— ratal beans attefted with 

Jeal xadjignature letters procurator^ ; — wherein, again, 
they feem to have incurred blame, either as the dupes of 
fraudulent and designing men, and poflibly unwittingly 
offenders, or elfe as privy to their nefarious practices, 
and iharing in their guilt and gain ; — which is more than 
infinuated by the " datd mercede iniquitatis," noticed as 
the condition of the tttam' compliance, by Archbifhop cain.B.ttrr. 
Peckham, in his Lambeth conftitution, De falfit procura- ¥ ""* 
toriis nonjignandis (A.D. mcclxxxi.) — where the crime 
alleged againft them is that of attaching their feals to 
fictitious documents, at the price of a bribe. 

But it does not appear that they had^any thing to do 
with the abufes in thefo matters of earlier date ; when 
Otho, iu his twenty-fifth conftitution, De officio procura- 
torum, complained of the appointment of proctors without 
letters at all, or with letters not ratified by any authentic 

feaL Indeed, they could not have been then culpable ; for 
it was only in confequence of thchjignets coming more 
into ufe, on the palling of that legatine canon, that 
male-adminiftration in attejiing proxies, on their part, 
cnfued. 
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In Peckham's days, however, the procuratorial abides 

are more or lefs connected with them ; as the circum- 

ftances, fo prominently brought forward by the arch- 

johnfon'n Bed bifhop in the cited canon, plainly fhew. " Some crafty 

Mcoi!jt™i. ' villain longing after the benefice of an abfent incumbent, 

feigns his citation before an ecclefiaftic judge, and the 

. appointment of himfelf as his proctor. Then procuring 

the abfentee to be cited, in order to defend his caufe in 

court, he (hews the forged proxy to fome btan, and fays, 

co M.B.HH. ' Quiajigillum meum paucis eft cognitum, peto ut figillum 

auctoritatis veftrae meo procuratorio apponatis'; and by 

the wages of unrighteoufnefs he obtains his requeft. By 

virtue of this falfe proxy, fo obtained, he engages in fuit 

with another, who feigns himfelf his adverfary, and 

carries on the fraud, till at laft he gets poffeifion by 

fentence of court ; while the true owner, whofe eftate 

is fubverted, knows nothing of the matter." 

johnG»i'*£wi To put an end to "fuch deteftable frauds," the canon 

■Mouuuti. ' forbids the bean " to affix his feal to any procuratorial 

inftrument, unlefs it be publicly alked in open court, (or 

out of court, when he that conftitutes the proctor, and is 

known to be in truth the principal party, perfonally 

requefts it) that fo all fraud may be excluded." The 

penalty for tranfgreffion on the &tan'« part is three years' 

fufpenfion from office and benefice. 

It were eafy to adduce examples of the employment 
of the tutf-betanal feal for the other purpofes enumerated 
at p. 389, both capitular and perfonal; but it is uirae- 
ceffary. Let the following brief remarks fuffice: in 
addition to which, a few incidental notices of the appli- 
cation of the Jignet to public and private ufes will appear 
in the fequel. 
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As valuator* under the Norwich Taxation (A. D. mccliv.) ?£$*%*'' 
the beaas rural of England are charged in the Iftria — <«. "*""'■ 
£«tnt«rla of the papal collector to make juft eftimations 
in writing of all ecclefiaftical benefices within their re- 
spective tttanrfes, and to feal the fame with their official 
Jigneta. 

From the acknowledged authenticity and notoriety of 
the littamljignet, donations of lands, and fuch like gifts 
to eccleflaftic and charitable purpofes, and deeds of 
conveyance of a private nature, (when a private feal 
was either wholly unknown, or not well known, or the 
party's quality or condition mean and obfcure) were 
cuftomarily ratified by the bean xwaVsfeal. 

Again — " If the parties thought it for more fecurity, !«»■ o» **« 
and a better confirmation of what they did," fays Mr. v/* tfihu t* 
Lewis, " they would fometimes ufe both their own feal 
and fome other feal that was better known ; which, in 
this cafe too, was commonly the feal of fome public 
office, as of a ratal beaiurp, officiality, Ac, with an attefta- 
tion of the officer that it was his feal of office." 

It was not unuuial, moreover, for the Jigil of a btcanate 
to be applied authoritatively and alone, as a voucher of 
the truth of any important matter of fact, fuch as the 
lofs of a private feal. The publication of John de Grefley 
of Drakelow, in the county of Derby, of the lofs of .his 
Jignet, is fo fupported : — " Notumjit omnibus Chriftiania, n n «ag. oug. 
quod ego J.deG. non habtd potejlatem figilli met per unum ™i^*i.''in '«■« 
annum integrum ultimo presternum, jam notifico, in bond eB^n^H" 
memo-rid et fond matte, quddfiripta flgillo meo contradico Nam ** 
ei dencgo in omnibus h tempore pradicto ufque m diem 
re/iauratioms figilli pradxti. In cuju* ret teftmonium 
figillum becanatas de Repingdon appofui." 
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But, whatever the powers of the IttanHfeat, however 
ufed or abufed in application, at the end of one fhort 
year, (unlefs the holder of the Jigil enjoyed perpetuity 
of office) all were to be Surrendered, with the authentic 
instrument itfelf, to the charge of a new titan, or of the 
nominee of the bifhop, or archdeacon, appointed to 
receive the lame. Such was the command of the Car- 
dinal Legate, from whofe ConJHlulions we have already 
fo largely quoted; but whether an innovation upon 
antiquity, or not, does not appear. By the beans them- 
felves it was probably deemed fo, inafmuch as they per- 
fevered, fpite of Otho and his canonical inhibitions, in 
retaining their feals and ftations ; and for their obftinate 
attachment to office are roughly handled by John de 
c °!^ D ? ,L m Athon, with his wonted bitternefs of comment " Hoc 

Olbonu de Si- 

j** h fjj- ln tamen " (fays he, in reference to the annual resignation 
*>*M p. «». of feals) " male obfervant quidam officides et oetanf rotates, 
qui impinguaii et craff'ati extorfionibus, immd et de fan- 
guinibus pauperum hujufmadi officia nimi&m zelantes, ea 
contra, voluntates et prcecepta fuorumfuperiarum occupare 
contendunt, intendentes veri derivaiionem &c." 

And yet, how were the laid mercenary beans to get 

thus fat under the fulleft enjoyment of their jigils, fo 

pertinacioufly retained, as is gloffed, from felfith motives ? 

They affixed them, be it remembered, in England, at all 

lijt/dcmgLiat. times, without fee or reward. The canon writes " De 

de faciti, p. (9. 

facili prabcatur : " and the glofibgrapher explains, " Abf- 
que morojH retardatione, et abfque gravi examinatione, 
vel exactions pecuniae pro figiUatione/ct* infinuatione, qua 
gratis dejure communi fieri debet" So that they could 
demand no fee. Whereas the archdeacons and their 
officials, to whom the rights and powers of the feianal 
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feal afterwards devolved, with almoft all its pertinent 
jurifdietion, . (the to canal, as it were, merging in the 
archidiaconal fignet) pretended that "moderate exactio 
pro hujujrnodi moderni* temporibus non prokibetur '." 

The confutation of the office, as far as the employ- 
ment of the feal is concerned, admitted not of diihoneft 
exaction on the part of Deans ratal ; — nor does it appear 
that in England thefe officers merited in general the 
character beftowed on them by Otho's commentator. 
On the continent, however, we cannot exonerate them 
from the guilt of rapacity. The councils of Poktiers 
(A.D. mcclxxx.), and Saumur (A.D. mccxctv.), charge 
them with a love of filthy lucre, and greater regard to 
their own advantages than to the interests of their 
fubject churches. The allegations of the firft fynod 
againft them ftate the improper ufe of the ttttanal feal 
from motives of felf-intereft : and thofe of the latter are 
yet more criminatory ; charging them with inflicting 
pecuniary, inftead of canonical punifhments, for the 
graveft fins, "pro adulterio,fornicatione t inceftu, et aliis ss.cc.t.x\y. 
cxcefjibus, in quibus difpenfare non pojfuni, & clericis et 
laicis pennant pecuniariam contra- canonum prohibitionem 
exigunt et extorquent; " — and farther, with fending 
their fcouts about the country to affix their feals to 



(') And certainly, if we may believe Giraldim de Barri, touching arcbi GlraliLCwn 
diaconal rapacity in lAofe days (for, at prefrnl, archdeacons are the worft- SMflBTn. 
remunerated functionaries of our whole ecclefiafttcal regime), the public np.xxxni. 
were not likely to have their burdens tightened by the devolution ; — J^ttta ParJh. 
" Aded emm," fays he, " hoc qffinum pros cmterii m ecclejid raparitati Am6 9- VoL "■ 
datum e/l, ut archidtaconi nomen tanquhm archidiaboli cum horrore 
quodam auribu* infontt audientium. fUcut enim Hit raptor anima- 
rum.Jic ifie raptor peeitniarum." 
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unexamined documents ; — fuch, that is, as had never 
come under the cognifance of the principals. 

That the Sean's private neceffities might not render 

stat sv*pj. him thus extortionate and unjuft, the biihop of Cambray 

ntf.Sfnpi.F t i. granted him a moderate reward for the labours of the 

Jignet ; but it was not to be exceeded: — " fnhibcmus 

oeianfs nqftrit Qtftrfstfanftatfs ne pro figillo fui toeranattw 

quibufque Uteris apponendo, ultra Jex denarios Turoncnfes 

fortis moneta recipiant." From the fame prelate the 

bean alio received three Turonefe Shillings for publishing 

banns, and granting letters tejlimonial under his feal — 

( Titulo de Matrimonii) Within the diocefe of Arras alio 

a ftnall payment was allowed by the fynod of hcccclv. 

xt*. spud. — " Bftanf <8>t>rl9timitntl» pro juts figillis quibufcunque 

ZKmc^clt, Uteris opponendis ultra Ires denarios non recipient, nifi 

projiiis Uteris tefiimonialibus et niatrimoniaUbus fadendis, . 

quo cqfu, pro eifdem Uteris pojfunt redpere duos folidos, et 

nan uUrh." 

The notices of the Bean ratal's Jea/ in foreign councils 
are not very numerous. The ufe of public notaries for 
authenticating documents fuperfeded the neceffity of 
authentic feals on the continent : as the want of fuch 
officers in England, according to Matthew Paris, occa- 
fioned the introduction of official Jignets, to fupply their 
place. 

The Prcecepta Antiqua Diacefis RotomagenjU (A.D. 
Mccxrv. mccxxxv. Mccxtv. mcclxxv.) — a Canon of the 
fynod of Poictiers (the fame I have before referred to) 
and a Synodal Conjlitution of the bifhopric of Coutances 
(AD. mccclxxv.), alone appear in my note book. The 
Rouen diocefan decree (J.D. hccxiv.) prohibits Deans ru- 
* ratione JigiUi pro jujlitid 
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jimpliri facUndd, vel pro exhibendd, vel accelerandd &c." 
A fecond of the fame fee (A.D. mccxxxv.) enacts, " Cum ss.cc. Tom. 
aliquid mandabttur Ueianfs, fi alibi commodi certifieare 
curiam nan poterunt, apponant figilla fua Uteri* curia, in 
fignum qudd mandatum curia executioni demandarunt." 
A third (A.D. mccxlv.) charges the beans to enjoin the 
presbyters, " Ne de ceetero figilla fua tradant fuis clerkis cc. foumag. 
defer mda, et qudd nihil figillant donic diligenter viderint *ri. 
quod mandatur; nee prius figillent donic mandatum quod 

eis injungitur, diligenter fuerit executum." " Itempra- 

cipitur fub gramjfimd pand, ne aliquis figillet aliquemje 
excommunicdjfe de mandato curia, donee publice prids 
turn excommunicaverit, vel nifi pqfl figillationem tncontt- 
nenti turn publicaverit excommunicatum." A fourth (A.D. W- pbs, 
mcclxxv.) extends both thefe canons to the ufe of the 
litani'jeah by themfelves perfonally. 

The Poictiers' canon (A.D. mcclxxx.) is a curious one : 
it is entitled, De fervientibus Judais et ufurariis ; aid 
forbids beans ratal to affix their feals to Jewifh con- 
tracts : — " Diftrktius mhibenuu, ne ttttani rttralc*, arct»(- ss - cv- Tom 
prrsbptltf, et alii fubditi nqftri, fuper amtractibut Judao- *"' 
rum, obligationibus, feu conventionibus, ad cotnmodutn 
eorum irdtis, literal figillare, vel eat Jkribere, vel auclo- 
rilatem impertiri prafumant." From which it may be 
inferred, that they were allowed to authenticate private 
contracts and conventions entered into by Chriftians, 
and to affix their feals of office to them in France, as 
they were in England. Examples of the latter have 
been already adduced from Mr. Lewis's very rare tract 
On the Antiquity and Ufe of Seals in England. 

The fynod of Goutances (A.D. mccclxxv.) merely or- ty»£ amjumi. 
ders, " Qudd quaUbet parochialit ecclefia figiUum kabeat F*—.r.a. 
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pro exequendis Uteris judicum, &c. et Jigiltiferis Confian- 
li&nfi et Valonenji infra tres menfes afferant ipfa Jigilla ; 
et cum hoc brtani rural ts/ua iigilla." 



It now only remains for me to direct the reader's 
attention to fuch particular authentic Jigils of Deans rural 
as have been defcribed by antiquaries; and to exhibit 
accurate delineations of fuch fpecimens as my refearches 
have brought to light, 
v^f*^? In the Archaologia, Vol. v. — xxxvi. p. 346, there is a 
paper by Dr. Pegge, entitled, " The quefiion difcuffed con- 
cerning the appearance of the matrices of Jo many conven- 
tual feats;" — in which he notices, incidentally, the feal* 
of rural beanrfcs, officialities &c, ftating them to have 
been " ambulatory things, palling from one perfon to 
another, and therefore not numerous." But, at page 353, 
he fays, "Several rural orans' feals are extant;" and, 
doubtlefs, then they were, or fo faithful an antiquary had 
not fo reported. But what has fince become of them, 
we know not : the ftorcs of the Britiih Mufeum, the 
Antiquarian Society, and the Bodleian, have been in vain 
fearched for a Angle matrix, or even an impreflion. — 
Few are defcribed by authors, and yet fewer engraven. 
%dVA$E& " f^fad* °f ofae of ecclefiaftical perfons or offices, 
h.Bngiond.p.-w. flg f bifliops, rural brans, chancellors, officials, &c," fays 
Mr. Lewis, " were ufually oblong or oval ; but their privy 
feals were round." Whether this diftinction held good 
with regard to tattanal fignets, or whether rural are&prrs- 
hgttra even ufed contre or privy feals at all, is, I think, 
fomewbat problematical. The only feals of thefe officers 
known to me are oval ; — which I proceed to notice. 
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"The feal of the bran of (K&ttetlanftg of the city of £ai-«i»* 
Canterbury/' Mr. Somner obferves, "being authentical, rwi+fh. 
he had a hand in many exemplifications; in tome join- 
ing with other ; in other, alone by himfelf. Of which 
I have feen, of each fort, not a few. Wherein, efpecially 
in thofe of the elder fort, he writes and ftylcs himfelf, 
IBrcamts QCbtfetianitatfe ©ant." The imprefs of this Jignet 
I have never feen ; but others of rural ttcanrfts of the 
diocefe of Canterbury are fubjoined ; — two of them bear- 
ing a very favourite emblem of ecclefiaftical feals; viz. 
the Virgin Mother and the infant Jefus — the church of 
the place, which gives its name to the btanrn, being, 
in all fuch cafes, dedicated to St. Mary. 

On the feal of the rural tttanrg of Sutton Valance, the 
Virgin Mary is reprefented on a richly-canopied throne, 
with a crown upon her head, and a glory encircling it ; 
in her right hand, her fon with a fimilar glory ; and in 



her left, a fceptre. — The infcription, SbfflflIB S«ano otta- 
natns Be &attrn Falans. An imprefflon of this feal was 
kindly forwarded to me by the dean of Norwich, from 
the collection of his friend Dr. Sutton. 
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In Mr. Lewis's plate of Seala, prefixed to his work 
On the Antiquity and Ufo of Seals in England, we have 
(Jig. 3.) an engraving of the foal of the beams of Dover. 



The imprefe is the representation of the Virgin Mary, to 
whom the church of Dover is dedicated, crowned, with 
her fon in her arms. . . . The legend or infeription — 
&<fl<n. brtanato lie Boqct. 
v^7^8m" / ' ^ ot mucn unlike is the foal belonging to the tteanrg 
j.eob' a injury of Ofpringe in Kent, which has on it the Virgin Mary 

tftmmim, 
p.18. pi s. r.s. 
■ndp.il, »(*. 



^ 



crowned, with a fceptre in her left hand ; and her child, 
with a glory round his head, in her right ; and round the 
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margin, JbfgCIIti tttcanf betanatns Ik (SHspttng. The mo(m 
of this^/ea/, Mr. Jacob informs us, was found at Wye in 
the county of Kent ; and, Dr. Pegge fays, was in the 
poffeffion of the Rev. Edward Taylor of Bifrons (A.D. 
mdcclxxviii). It is probably, Dr. Sutton thinks, at the 
prefent time, in the archives of St. John's College, 
Cambridge — a point which I have had no opportunity of 
afcertaining, but which others, with greater facilities of 
reference, may follow up. 

*' The Jttan of Burcefter," fays the antiquarian hifto- Pm*dMJ*n- 
rian of that place and Ambrofden &c, " had a. feal of P .sse.' 
his office, which was found among the ruins of the 
adjoining fort of Allchefter, of which a double impref- 
fion in wax is to be found before and after the manu- 
fcript Hi/lory of Allchefter, of which' the figure is a 
pelican ftanding on a font, or other pedeftal, opening 
her bread with her bill, and feeding a brood of young 
ones with her own blood; as tradition goes of that 
indulgent bird : the form of the feal (agreeable with the 
moft ancient) is oblong oval; and round the margin, 
nigh the extremity of the circumference, is this infcrip- 
tion, %. Betanf iBtrtiuestru. Under the imprefs the 
author of the laid manufcript has put this note : ' The 
infcription of this feal is, SbtgWum Btcanf aStrrnustru, 
(hewing it to be the feal of the Bean of Burcefter ; but 
whether rural or tat&ttotal I know not ; only it was found 
at Allchefter within mentioned.' Burcefter moft cer- 



(') This imprefs the Editor believes to have been not unofual on 
ecckliaftic fiaU. He has one of the officiality of Dorfet, from the late 
Craven Orel's Collection, bearing the like imprefs, with j&lgflltim ©tfi- 
dalflstia 9ot*frir as its legend. 
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tainly had never any ratfcrtral dignity, but is Itill the 
head of a tutal toeaiwrg." 

This feal 1 cannot difcover , after affiduous fearch, to 
have been ever publifhed ; though it would appear, from 
mubttiita. a letter of White Kennett's, dated Edmund Hall, July 7, 
qmiii*,. Vol ii. mdcxciv., and addreflbd to the Rev. Mr. Blackwell, rector 
p ' of Brampton in Northamptonfhire, to have been his in- 

tention to have had it engraven. For he writes : " The 
figure of the church of Burcefter, and the feal of that 
btantrg, mult be infcribed to you, becaufe of your late 
relation to that place, though I am very tender of putting 
you to any expence in thefe hard times." — The qualms 
here alluded to, I fear, deterred the parochial antiquary 
from eventually calling on his friend for the needful out- 
lay. The church appears without the feal. And I have 
in vain endeavoured to recover either the matrix, or 
the impreffion attached to the itts. hiftory referred to. 
They are not to be met with in London or Oxford. 
Poffibly, Dr. Bandinel informs me, the ills, hiftory, with 
the double impreffion of the feal, may be at Peterborough; 
as Kennett, in mdccxh. (then bean of Peterborough), gave 
to that cathedral a large collection of JNss., in which it 
may have been included. I have attempted in vain to 
afcertain the fact. 
v$ t / W iS£ tt ' -*" the rMflI fteanriw of the diocefe of Norfolk, Mr. 
voi.n-p.s2. Blomefield tells us, had peculiar feals appropriated to 
them. Several of them he had feen ; but had never met 
with that of the large and important otatug of Rockland- 
Toft, nor with that of Thetford. 

It is much to be regretted, that, of the many he had 
feen, he has defcribed only two, viz. thofe of Fincham 
and Norwich, and has engraved only the latter. "I have 
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now by me," fays the hiftorian, " the probate of the will 

of Thomas Wefthowe of Boketon, at Downham in Nor- p.ss7. 

folk, dated the lixteenth of Dec. mccccxw., proved by 

Hugh Birdham, titan of Fincham ; to which is affixed an 

oblong feal of red wax ; the imprefs, a bird, probably 

a finch, on a tree, and a ftar in chief; and this legend, suvam. 

Sbfgflltiai Sttanants Bt jFgndiam, expreffing both his own, * m " ' 

and his taCRiutD'S name, in that device." Mr. Blomefield 

has given a lilt of the titans of Fincham from the year 

hccl. to the year mdxviii., but no impreflion of their 

Mi- 

In the third volume of the fame work, on a plate vui.ni.pi. p. i. 
facing p. l.Jlg. 163. is an engraving of the feal of the Kj.it. p. st* 
ratal Stan of the city of Norwich, with this infcription, 
s\ dsoani . norwiqi . ad . qavsas. This toeanrj), which was 



inftituted A.D. mccxvl, (earlier, Dr. Sutton thinks, than 
any other in Norfolk, but herein he is miftaken) was 
perpetually united, AD. mcccxxix., to the contiguous 
titanrn of Taverham. The laft collation to it appears to 
have been A.D. hdxix. A Uft of the beans is given by 
Blomefield, from the year mccxvi. to the year hdxix. 

The Beanrg of Hingham in Norfolk, like the other 
rural tarawita alluded to, had its peculiar feal; which, by 
the kindnefs of Dr. Sutton, (at the felicitation of the 
Hon. and very Rev. the Dean of Norwich,) I am enabled 
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to lay before my readers. Its imprefs is curious — pro- 
bably intended to reprefent Saint Andrew's crofe — the 
faint to whom the church of Hengham was dedicated '! 



The legend, SfcigHu . ftetonattts : tit . ^enpfiam . Mr. 
Bloraefield gives a lilt of the beans of Hingham or 
pm£*EpjL Hengham, as it is called in the Taxation of Pope 
Nicholas, from the year mcccvii. to the year mcccclxvii. 
The laft rurMrtcanal feat of the diocefe of Norwich 
I have to defcribe, is that of the Ueanrg of Breccles ; the 
collations to which commence in the year hcccxx., and 
clofe in the year hcccclxvi. Blomefield has not noticed 
this feal, or the preceding. Its appearance here is owing 



to the friendly exertions of Dr. Pellew, in illuftration of 
my refearches. 

The effigy upon the fed is the head of Saint John the 
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Baptift ; to whom, in all likelihood, the church of Breccles 
is dedicated. The infcription is, Sbfgfttum brcanat be 
iflrettlga. In the Taxatio Ecclefiaftka of Pope Nicholas, t™** ««# 
the trtanrj! bears the title of 3Seranatus be 33recUs. 

Of the ancient ruri-betanal JiaU of the archdeaconries 
of Chefter and Richmond I have not been able to re- 
cover a fingle impreffion. But Mr. Onnerod has given 
us, in his Hijlory ofCheJhire, an engraving of the feal 
of the general rural bean of the archdeaconry of Chefter, 
at prefent in ufe ; which, he fays, appears to be copied 
from that ufed by the rural bean of Macclesfield, pre- 
vious to the confolidation of the rural beanrfes of the 
diocefe. — This feal, in the abfence of earlier and more 
interelting fpecimens of the feparate rural beanries, I 
purpofed to have configned to the hands of the en- 
graver. But, yielding to the better tafte and judgment 
of Mr. James Bohn, the Sofius of King William Street, 
I have, on fecond thoughts, confented to withdraw it. 
The imprefs is really no more than a ftiff and ugly repre- 
fentation of Macclesfield church, within an oval, or rather 
ovoid, flowered border, bearing the date of mdcclvii. 

To what diocefe the annexed feal of the rural beanrj) 
of Newcaftle is to be appropriated — whether to that of 
Durham or that of Lichfield and Coventry, I am at a 
lofs to determine. The Taxatio Ecclejiajlica of Pope Tamtn Eecitf. 
Nicholas notices a beanrg of Newcaftle, under the title of pp.Y4V.1i6. 
Brtanatus Hobi QTastrf, in the archdeaconry of Stafford, 
and a fecond under the fame title in the archdeaconry 
of Northumberland. .The feal is from the valuable col- 
lection of Mr.Doubleday of Little Ruflel Street, London; 
who hazards no opinion as to which of the becanatts 
of Newcaftle it appertains to — whether to that which 
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derives its name from Newcaftle-upon-Tyne, or New- 
caftle-under-Line. The legend reads, ft. JBetanattw Xobf 
®asir. The effigy is fuppofed to be that of an ecclefiaftic, 



under a canopied throne, holding a crofier in his right 
hand, and in his left hand the head of Saint John the 
Baptift. At the bafe is reprefented the head of the 
Baptift, in a falver. 

An interefting feal of a foreign rural brant]) (from the 
collection of Dr. Sutton of Norwich) follows. It exhi- 
bits the Agnus Dei — the lamb, crofs, and banner — the 
appropriate emblem of the triumph of Chriltianity over 



Paganifm.— From the infcription, &(gfU5 Setanatus He 
Hoskm. i**i- QCaatrolfti, it would appear to be the fed of the ratal 
SJT'tsb, Tflft '' Btanrp of Chateau du Loire {Caftrttm ad Ltrdum, Ca/irum 
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Lidi, or Cq/lrum Lidiutn), in the province of Le Mans 
in France. I know nothing of its hiftory. 

I wifh it were in my power to add to this beautiful 
fpecimen a few more examples of foreign type; but 
none have fallen in my way, with any claim, or rather 
pretence, to admiflion here \ 

In bringing to a clofe thefe few notices of rntf-lnttanal 
fails, and of the powers entrufted to them as legal 
inftruments of ratification, it is worthy of obfervation, 

(') A feed, of do great antiquity, of an anbnriflft of Leoditun, is 
figured in The Gentleman'i Magazine for October mdccoii. VoL lxxix. 
Part ii. p. 913. PL 2. The correfpondent of Mr. Nichols dates it to be of 
brafs or mixed metal, with evident marks of the hammer having been ufed 
in making the impreffions. It came into hia hands in mdcclx vm. ; having 
been, fome time before, found at Golf pie, in the county of Sutherland. 

The imprela exhihits a mitred eccleflaftic in canonical attire, the 
Virgin and Child, and an intervening crozier. The form is oval. The 



epigraph, siaiLLDH • ikckyprebbitkri • lzodiensib. The letters quite 
modem. Although pointed out to me by an eminent antiquary as the The Rer.Tho* 
feat of a bum rural, I cannot fubfcribe to the opinion, without firft Sjrjljf'*"*' 
Lea rnin g the general type of fuch fcah, their legends &c, on the conti- 
nent. It has no refemblance to the feat of the Galtiean Dtanrji juft 
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CC.M.B.MH. that Archbifliop Stratford, in his Statute et Ordinationes 
"" * ' pro regmdne curia de Arcubut (AD. mcccxlh.), while he 
difallows the authority of the fail, to the extent of 
interfering with the privileges of the Court of Arches, for 
judicial matters, that is, matters not legally belonging to 
the rural bean's jurifdiction, (to ratify which the feal, 
perhaps, had been fometimes improperly applied) — ftill, 
in all fuch cafes, as were under Otho's contemplation at 
the time of pafllng his ftatute, the archbifliop admits the 
validity of the rural feal, and orders it to be refpected in 
his court : — " In certtficatoriis citationum, atecutionum, et 
aliorum mandatorum, a fuperioribus fuis ordinariis vel 
delegate commijbrum, eifdem Uteris ipforum becanorum 
figillo officii beranatus hujufmodi confignatis,juxta mentem 
Jlatuti pr&dkti fi&em, volumus adhibzri." 
** Sr "ti*.^k In the Reformatio Legum Ecclejiajiicarum, the authentic 
*«*&/•■*. jeals of all church functionaries, then propofed to be 
received as fuch in England, are enumerated, and the 
cuftody of them regulated. But, whether thofe of beans 
rural are included, I muft leave to the reader to deter- 
mine, after penning the final claufe de Regulis Juris: — 
*' Autentica Jigilla declaramus noftra, arcJnepijcoporum, 

now defcribed — that of Chateau-dn-Loire ; — none whatever to our infu- 
lar feali of rural Otan», who never bear the title of artbprirSt on their 
Jignett. Confequently, there is no reafonable foundation for the fuppo- 
iiiion that the feal belonged to the ratal bean of Leeds in Yorkihire. 
Far more probable the notion, that would appropriate it to the arch 
prrtfegter of Liege, the urban Dean of the cathedral city of the province 
of the fame name in the Netherlands. Or, pofEbly, it may be tixjial 
of one of the Roman- Catholic snbstitjftjf who ruled the papifts of 
England before they had a titular epifcopal hierarchy. That the reader 
may be enabled to form his own judgment upon it, I have caufed an 
accurate copy to be taken from the valuable repertory of Mr. Nichols. 
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epifcoporum, fitcartotum, ecclefiarum cathedral, et earundem 
ecclefiarum, capUulorum, arckidiaconorum, et eorum officia- 
Uttm. Qua penes ipfos aut ipforum legitimos deputatos, et 
nullo modo apudfuos Regi/irarios, feu Actorum fcribas 
cujiodiri volumus." The decifion, I fear, muft be againjl £jS^*S* 6 ' 
us; — that though the eccleflaftical-law reformers in- »*«***«.*■ 
tended to have made us raoft efficient fpiritual watch- 
men in our refpective diftricts of fuperviflon, as the 
extracts adduced in earlier pages abundantly demon- 
strate, they never contemplated the reftoration of our 
feal of office, and the branches of jurifdiction formerly 
connected with it ', 

( ' ) To the period of this church-law reformation belongs the curious 
fetd of the ratal aranrn of Sunning in Berklhire, a peculiar of the (afl>r- 
ftral or urban Dean of Salisbury, defcribed by Sir W . Blackil one in the third 



volume of the ftttpoofogia, p, 414. The rafcription is, sigillv: rboiae: 

MAIBBTATIS : AD : CAVSAS : ECCLESIASTIC AS— PRO : DECANATT ! DE i SONNYNG. 

The learned judge fuppofes it to be of the reign of Edward VI. 
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It has been elfewbere ftated (fee Part in. Sect, it. 
p. 131.) that ratal totalis were for a long while appointed 
by the diocefan without any formal commiflion injcriptis, 
but were invefted in the office by the delivery of the 
common feal (fuch as we have been defcribing) ; — which, 
at the death of each turn, was returned to the bifhop, 
or committed into cuftody by his order, to be given to 
a fucceflbr, at the bifhop's nomination. 

To this iimple method of inveftiture, recommended 
as it is by its antiquity, I can fee no reasonable objec- 
tion, if the bilhops mould think fit to revive it But, as 
other methods of inftitution or admiflion are equally 
good and valid, it might not be worth while to reftore 
the rurf -trecanal feal for that purpofe alone. Beans rural 
however, whether inftituted by fuch an inftrument or 
not, are undoubtedly entitled to the ufe of a feal after 
inveftiture. The Confutation of Cardinal Otho enacts, 
" Ut figillum habeant nan folum archiepifcopi, ei epifcopi, 
fed etiam eorum officiates. It&m abbates, priores, et Ijltard, 
archidiaconi, ei eorum officiate*, et oecanf rurales ftc." It 
even ftates what characters are to be engraven on the 
feal of the Sean ratal as a temporary functionary, and 
fafhions the inftrument to his hand. Nor is this all ; — 



It cannot be conGdered a ratal (Man's feed, properly fo called, that is, 
in the fenfe of thofe we have been fpeaking of. But it is not impro- 
bable, that the peculiar jarifdiction of the Dealt of Sarum may have been 
originally veiled in the ratal titan of Sunning, as an independent func- 
tionary; who, like certain of his compeers, enjoyed fnndry prefcriptive 
rights, and exerafed fundry official powers, independent of the diocefan 
(witnefi the feint* of Manchefter and many others), till the ratal IMra- 
gbln, with its appendent jarifdiction, merged in the urban or talbr&tal 
tranship of the parent fee. 
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would refpect thejignet, if it were prefented, in modem n«»,'ntjnm. 
days, as an authentic inftrument, for the ratification of pp. si, si. ' 
fuch documents as were originally intended by 1 the 
Legatine Conjiitutioa to be authenticated by it 

Would there, then, under thefe circumftances, be any 
impropriety in reftoring to the tttan rural the actual ufe 
of his official Jigil? Nay — to go a ftep farther — would 
not benefit be likely to accrue from fuch a meafure 1 — 
By fome, perhaps, the feed might be looked upon as a 
mere bauble— neither convertible to good nor ill — a 
ufelefs implement of office. But, with deference, I would 
fay, while it could do no harm, in the keeping of a 
truftworthy officer, (for to his legitimate powers it could 
add nothing,) it would, at leaft, give an air of authority 
to fuch epifcopal or archidiaconal mandates as might be 
circulated by the faun's inftrumentality; — it would ftamp 
an official character on his.correfpondence with fuperior 
functionaries, would authenticate bis Acta Vifitationu, 
or articles of parochial inquiry, and other returns to 
the bifhop or archdeacon ; and perhaps folioit from 
churchwardens more attention to written precepts and 
inftructions, which the fasti might have occafion to iflue 
in fupport of order and difcipline. 

As to the type and legend of fuch afml, the effigy 
fbould have relation to the matrix ecclejta of the toaiup 
— the church whence the ecclefiaftical divifion derives 
its name — a reprefentation of the fabric of which, or 
of its tutelary faint, fhould fupply the imprefs. The 



( ') 9mm are now feldom applied to for their ftaU ,- and therefore the AjHHe'i Panr- 
Con/Hiution feeros to be grown obfolete, though (till in force. ffm' ' "*' 
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%$^*% infcription mould be ftrictly official, not perfonal—m com- 
fthTow^g- pUance with the legatine canon, which orders that the 
Jigil of the firan rural " tantum nomen officii habeat injeulp- 
tum ;" a claufe farther explained by John de Athon, who 
fays, that though, in relation to titans ratal and officials, the 
Jigil be fpoken of as "Jigillvmjuum,* it is only " tempora- 
liter eis commiffum; tton en'tm habent dominium illiut." 

Such a feal I have deyifed for ' the rural beanrj with 
which I am connected. The device is from an ancient 
Jeal of the founder of the chantry or chapel of All Saints 
in the hamlet of Knighton, in the parifh of Broad Chalke. 



s« Bowla't ( ' ) Hie bf ant J of Chalke in WU t (hire. — It appears from the civil divi- 

ChMe'if SOS, l ' lon of the count; of Wilts, according; to Te/la de NevUle, Out the abbeu 
30». of Wilton, in the time of Henry III, or beginning; of Edward I., held, of 

the king, five knights' fees ; but that Chalke (or Ckelche, as the word is 
written in Domesday-book) was the Caput Baronue. In the eecUfiaftieal 
divifion, the church of Broad Chalke may be fairly called the mater eccte- 
fiarum of the Branto ; and certain it is, that Its fuperiority amongfl the 
neighbouring parifhes of Ebbesbourne, Burgh or Bower Chalke, and 
Fifield, was admitted by them ; tnafmuch as parts of the boundary fence 
of the churchyard of the larger parifh are Dill kept in repair by the finaUer. 
The church is the handfomeft edifice in the rale, as well as the largeft. 

Addenda. Bean* rural heAjeaU at an early date in France, on the 

authority of Father Rouviere's Reomaua, p. 64 1 — De Sigillis Robert i Lin, 
gonenfU Epifoopi, et Ihirrici Decani Beomaenfii (A.D. mccxl.). " Thir- 
licus Reomaenlis Ortanus, aliique ante et pqfl ipfum turn fo&m hujxu, fed 
aliarum etiam ecclefiarum tit rani rata 1(6 figillo ufifunt, ut reprafentat 
hoc Tabularium Reomaenfe, ctri imago mefl prabyteri facerdotali veftitu 
ad altare, cui crebrd facer calix eft impofittu, ceUbranlu. Limbta De- 
cant etecclejiteipfitii nomen prtrfert. Sedittud habel OrcaflU* Reomaenlis 
peculiare, quod in fecreto lilitim Francicum gtflet, quad regia fimda- 
tionie, ut opinor, argwnenhimfu.it." — From the mention here made of 
the jeeretum or contrafigill um, we may infer that fome Deans rural, at 
lead, had prwu-feaU ; a fact before adverted to with Tome degree of doubt. 
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SECTION XII. 

Taxes collected by BjanS tlutal. 



HE faxe* impofed upon the clergy, under Kennetf«p«r - 
' the name of papal and royal fubfidies,firjl- vo].h." p Jb3. 
* JruUs, and ten/fo ', together with fynodals 
1 or cathedratica *, paid by the parochial clergy 
in token of fubjection to the epifcopal chair, were here- 




( ' ) In the times of popery, the kings of England, on feveral occasions, Oibfoni Codex 
obtained leave of the Popes to receive the tenth part of Spiritual promo- IXXV . 'op. „_ 
tiuus, for a certain term of yean ; especially, in order to maintain and v 828, ' :ote ' 
fupport the wars of the Holy Land. 

(*) " In hononr of the cathedral church, and in token of fubjection to oiblWt Coda 
it, as the bifhop's fee, every parochial minuter within the diocefe pays '■ B ■■*■ " r * t -™"' 
to the bilhop an annual penfion, called anciently eaUudrdicwm. This p. 17], atdjtt 
acknowledgment is fuppofed to have taken rife from the eftabliihment voMi^bSTS^ 
of diftinct parilhes, with certain revenues, and thereby the Separating of 
thofe diftricte from the immediate relation they had borne to the ca- 
thedral church. By the council of Bracara, this penfion is called Honor 
Cathedra Epifcapcdu, and reft rained (if it was not limited before) to two 
(hillings each church — (' Placuil, ut imlhu tjrifcoporwn per fuam .dke- 
cefim ambulant, prater honorem cathedra fine, id eft, duotfolidot, aliud 
atiqwdper ecchftat tollat:') — which canon became afterwards part of 
the canon-law of the church, with this glofs upon the words duotfolidot 
(/id plus: minus emm aliquandd datar), and bath been received in 
England, as in ojher churches, under the name of Jgnbdaticuin, becaufe 
generally paid at the bilhop's fynod at Eafter." See alfo Father Paul, 
of Beneficiary Matter*, chap. s. p. 32. and notes there ; Hayes's Tranfi 
lotion .—and the bilhop of Heath 's {A.D. mdcxc v i.) Tractatm tie Fifiia- 
Hanibut Epifcopaiibus, c. xxx. pp. 74, fequ. 
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*rtjS «■ tofore footed by rural Starts. Thofe of a public nature 
they certified the collection of to their fuperiors, under ' 
the feal of their office ; — of which an example occurs 
in the Chronica W. Thorn. (" Certificatorium ex parte 
decani ") of the reign of Richard II. (A.D. mocclxxxtv.) 
v/utsnt-iLtga Two centuries before this date, our rural functionaries 
p . fas. were actively employed in collecting the "Deam<£ Sa- 

voLi.p.491. " ladina, in fubventionem terra: lerofolymitana" — when 
2£j?!£lS. Henry II. determined to undertake a crufade to the 
Eriug.HoTo. Holy Land in conjunction with the king of France and 
vide&riptoru earl of Flanders (A.D. mclxxxviii). On which occafion 
p mi. the tribute was ordered to be levied "injmgulis paro- 

chiii, prafente presbytero parochial, et arcIjfprestiptuQ, el 
aliis;" — excommunication having been previoufly pro- 
nounced by the archbifhops, bilhops, and arcfjprfests or 
beans, againft, all who paid not the faid tenths in the 
prefence of the faid collectors. 
Eeciifiaji Lam, This was the a firft inftance, Mr. Johnfon fays, of 
■>«»(>). ' paying tenths. But it was not the firft, apparently, of 
tietanal collector/hip of impojlt; for in the fame reign, 
fixteen years before, while the king was detained in 
parochial Ami- Normandy by the rebellion of his fons, Jeffery, his 
p"i?S? *' illegitimate fon by Rofamund, lay-bifhop elect of Lin- 
L coin, having raifed an immenfe fum of money through 
his diocefe, and fubfequently determined, upon honoura- 

(') "In cujuM rei %c. ligillum officii QttuU de B. pra/ent&ue eft 

appenjum SfC." 

(*) " Hie notandum," fays Van Efpen, " antiquiorejn turn r e periri 
i. decimal kujui, id eft, qua a cb.ro regijblmtur, et GaiUco iiMomate vaca- 
tur declines, injlitutionem. Unde et hone ejfe primam decimam clero 
impofiiam, qua vacatur decima Saladini, commvrtiitr nolant autora de 
hdcjpecie decima tractantet." 
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ble and prudential motives, to refund it as an unne- 
ceffary or illegal exaction, caufed it again to be diilri- 
buted, by the rural beans, among the perfons from whom 
it had been unjuftly extorted; — the fame officers, in 
all probability, having been the agents of the original 
levy. 

The latter date, or about A.D. mclxx., affords the 
earlieft notice of bean* in the capacity of public tax- 
collectors, civil or ecclefiaftical, in the councils of Great 
Britain and Ireland. But in the fynodal collections of 
France they appear many centuries earlier. In the 
Capitula of Charles the Bald, edited by Sirmond {Pari- kw>u cm h 
Jits, mdcxxiii.), we find the following canon, paffed at the Capttaia.-'. 
fynod of Touloufe (A.D. dcccxliii.), cap. m. " Ut pref- 
byteri qui propi civitatem quinque miliaria commanent, 
per famulos fuos pradictam difpenfam redd* in civitate cui 
juferit dvitatis epifcopus,faciant. Qui autem, longius ab 
urbe commanent, Jlatuant epifcopi loca convenienlia per 
Btcanias, Jicut confttiuti font arcbfpttSOBterf, quoJimiliteY et 
eddem propinquitate cateri presbyteri per famulos fuos 
debitam difpenfam arc&fnrestmlerfs aut epi/coporum mini- 
Jlris convekant, &c" 

But to return home again : — In the thirteenth cen- p*™*.^*?. 
tury, the Saladinides again appear, and beans rural as «M«t«"'.' 
official gatherers of them in England. When Pope 
Innocent IV. (A.D. mccliii.) granted three years' tenths 
to Henry III. of all the fpiritualities of our iiland, and 
deputed Walter de Suthfield, bifhop of Norwich, to take jwL saa-. p. i, 
the valuation, the impojl was levied (A.D. mccliv.), in %#. n4J£»/. 
each beanqj, by the rural bean, affifted by three rectors l<3 L fl«rt™. 
or vicars, members of his t&apter; who, upon oath, cer- fill " nno ' p a34 ' 
tified the juftnefs of the eftimate of every church- 
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revenue within their knowledge, and returned the fame, 
infcriptis, to the bifhop '. 

&«€^«fuiat The lame rural functionaries were valuator* under 
the fubfequent taxation of Pope Nicholas XV., and col- 
lected the decimal impojh on* the estimation of eccle- 
fiaftical benefices, commenced in the year mcclxxxviit. 

vS'if'*i»o ft an ^ completed in mccxch. by John de Pontoys, or Pon- 
tiferra, bifhop of Winchefter, and Oliver Sutton, bifhop 
of Lincoln, the principal executors under the Pope's 
Bull for granting fix years' tenths to Edward I., towards 
defraying the expence of an expedition to the Holy 
Land. 

aSS**^' '^ ne taxation of the years mccliii.— mccltv. is fome- 
™ ^ times called Pope Innocent's Valor, fometimes the Fetus 
Valor, and fometimes the Norwich Taxation: that of 
mcclxxxviit. has been fometimes defcribed under the 
name of Verus Valor. 9tans rural do not appear to 
have been generally concerned in the ecclcfiajiical valua- 



Phjb's On|f«- (') " The value of benefices," fays Dr. Fegge, " would be often 
twnrfu No vin" "taring-, fro™ various caufes ; which made it neceffary for valor* to be 
renewed from time to time: but we are not to fuppofe that a new one 
was always made when a new Jubfidy was granted either to the king or 
pope ; for, on many occaiions, the collector*, no doubt, proceeded by 
the laft valor, as the authentic ftandard ; though, in other cafes, we find 
the former taxations fuperfeded and rejected, and & new one exureffly 
directed to be made. This, however, may be concluded ; that all Jub- 
Jxdu* granted by the clergy after the year mcciiii. (or after the year 
mcczlv., if a new flandard was then made), and before the year mccmv., 
were regulated by the eftimate of the year mccxi. ; and all after hccuv. 
went upon the valuation then made, till mccxci." 

(*) This valuation regulated royal and papal taxes till the twenty- 
fmth of Henry VIII. See Btomefield's Norfolk, Vol. i. p. 19. note 9. 
2d Edit. 
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lion of Henry VIII. 1 , though the names of perfons holding 
the office are recorded at the head of each Beanrg, in 
which the office obtained at that time. Still, as 9 the royal 
commiffion authorifed " the comyffioners" to '* fende vabr&xitf. 
for fuche and fo many of the bulhoppys and archidea- r^i \jhm- 
cons fcribes and minilters within the lymyttys of ther aT^mS** 
comiffion as they mould think moofte convenyent for 
knowlaige to be hadd of the nombre and namys of all 
lttttrfiw rotall within the lymytt of ther comiffion and in 
whoys dioces or jurifdiccon the faid Henries ben" — it is 
probable that the rural beans were turned to ufeful 
account by " the comyffioners:" and in one particular Yd.«.i.ft»» 
inftance, (that of the bean of Hecham in the diocefe of ««• <$£*■ s« 
Norwich,) it appears that " the comyffioners" did avail ^&o<xi 



( ' ) This Valor is the Report of an Ecclefiafticat furvey, made in pur- 
fuaiice of an Act of Parliament 26 Henr. VIII. ; and returned into his 
Majefty's Court of Ftrfi Fruit* and Tenth*, for idcertaining the yearly 
values of all the poUeflions, manors, lands, tenements, and hereditaments, 
appertaining to any monaftery, priory, church, parfonage, vicarage, free- 
chapel, &c. within this realm, Wales, Calais, Berwick, and the Marches. 

(*) Extracted from the Inflructiotu as they appear in the Valor Eccle- 
fiaflicu*, Henr. VIII. " Ittni to firttbt and knowe the nombre and S8olMgc««. 
namys of eVy archidiaconry and Orntitf tutalt within the lymytts of ther "™™ c '<™." 
coiruilion afwell in placis exempt as not exempt and in whos dyoces or 
jurifdiccon they lien and the hole and entire yerly value of evy of them 
as well in sjraalities as in temporalltes if any be and the nombre namys 
and ctenne of the temporalities yf any be and where they lien and their 
difiinct and fe?all yerly values and the names nombre and nature of the 
spualitiea and ther feVall yerly values coibs annis and what annuell and 
ppetuall rents pennons and fees for receyvours bailyfiys audito's and 
lie wards only and none other officers ben yerly accuftiuned to be refolute 
and paid oute of any of the said ardiidiaconries or Qtnrlej rural X and the 
namys of the pious to whome suehe rentts pennons and fees ben yerly 
paid." 

Digitized by G00gle 



4 1 8 V erjMUl iFuiuttoms. [Part IV. 

themfelves of the knowledge and influence of " John 
Rufte, dean of the Statute of Hecham," to obtain the 

Sprabir, Nor- required information — See 3Becanaius de Hecham. Com. 
Norf. ; where the precept to the faid Stan from the faid 
commiflioners is given. But fuch employments of beans 
rural are foreign to the fection of their office we are at 
prefent engaged upon; which is the collecting ecclefi- 
aftical taxes, not the appreciation of ecclejiajiical bene- 
fices. The latter branch of becanal duty will come to be 
difcufled under capitular functions, and therefore we (hall 
fay no more about it here. 

Whether it was a general cuftom for beans rural to 
tof' A "'m co ^ etl tne R° me -f cot or Rome-penny (" cenfus annuut 



DrSnAftHift. (<) The Hearth-penny, as it was called, was fir!) imputed by Ina, 

pMws'Ttad kln t r of w « ffes ( A - D - dccxii.). as alms to an Englilh fchool at Rome. 

notes (tore. j t WM continued by OS*., king of Merda, {A.B. dcclxxvu.), and by 

v'i" "w- ""■ EthclwoIf:--waiieftabliftied by the laws of Canute (cap. 9.); of Edgar 

US, 302. ' (cap. 54.) . f Edward the Confeflbr (cap. 10.) ; William the Conqueror 

(cap. 16.) ; Henry I. (cap. 11.); and perpetuated, with a temporary fuf- 

penfion only during the reign of Edward III., till Henry VIII., who 

abrogated it {ann. 25. c. 25). It was revived ana. 1 & S Philip and 

Mary, and finally put an end to aim. 1 Elizab, (cap. 1.) 

CC { M ' B «\ H ' ,rhe CoiUctors m $* middle of the tenth century, as appears from the 

LL. preibgterorum Northumbrenfwm, were two trufty thegns and a 

presbyter in each wapentake of the kingdom of Xorthombria — " Duo 

fidelea thank et umu pretbj/ter in quolibet wapentachio ttominentur, tit 

eum colligant, ac deinde tradant prouti audeant jurare." 

One half only of the annual penfion was appropriated to the pnrpofe 
of Ina'g bequeft; the other went to the perfonal ufe of the Pope; — and 
infiead of a voluntary donation, the Rome-fcot became a Handing tax. 
See Uflerii de Uhrijlian. Ecclef. Jucceff et ftatu, cap. vi. p. 220 ; Ful- 
ler's Church Hifl. Cent. xvi. B. v. p. 197; Nath. Bacon's Hjft. $ PotU. 
Difcourfe, Parti, p. 20; and particularly Muratori Antiq. Med. JEoi, 
Tom. v. col. 827. a. 
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unius denarii i qudtibet familid, Roma perfolutus ad 
feftum S. Petri," Spelman) in all tteanries, does not 
appear : but, as the bilhops were refponfible for the 
payment to the papal chair, it is probable they dele- 
gated the actual collecting of the tribute (" a finall ™ e &£^J 
fumme in the Angle drops, but 1 fwettmg great in the »■»■?■<«• 
general chanel,") to the moft truftworthy perfonages in 
the rural church-police — archdeacons and arriiprfests. 
At all events, it is certain, the latter were the collectors & ^*'* f i^' 
of the diocefe of Canterbury. The hiftorian of the *"*3h Plrt '■ 
antiquities of that fee informs us, in the brief interlude 



The reader is aware, that HeariA-pettttg is thought to be the origin of 
Hearth-fiver, alfo called Smoke-fiver; for which fie Spelman in voce G.A. 
— Blount iuggefts, that Jmoke-filver and jtnoke-pentty are ft ill paid to the 
minifters of certain pariihes, and conceived to be given in lieu of tithe- 
wood, fpent for fuel in the parimionera' houfes. See Blount' s Law 
Diet. tit. Smoke-fiver, and Ancient Tenure* by Beck with, 4 to. edit. p. 317. 
Smoke-fiver was paid to the theriff of Kent as a condition of tenure of 
a honfe and appurtenances at Greenwich — Sd. annually. 

(') A J)ft#. belonging to the cathedral of Ctuchefter fixes the rates 
at which the feveral diocefes farmed Peter-pence to the Pope's collector, 
as follows : — 



Cantuar. 

London 

Roffens. 

Norwic. 

Eliens. . 

Lincoln. 

Oceftr. 

Hereford 



£ . *. d. 

7 18 

10 10 

& 10 



8 
6 



Sarum . 
Winton. 
Exon. . 
Wigorn. 
Bath . 
Covent . 
Eborac. 



. 17 



10 
. 11 10 



See Encydopiedia Metropolitana, article Peter-pence. It appear*, from 
Ducange, that Some-fiot was paid to the Pope in France, Poland, and 
Bohemia ; but by what officers it was collected, is not Dated. See 
Dncange, in v. Denariut S. Petti. 

EE2 
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devoted to brans ratal, in the chapter on the ecclejiajltcal 
government of the city, that they were the gatherer* of 
the hearth-pence in their refpective btcanatcs within that 
diocefe. And Mr. Battely, in his Appendix to Mr. Som- 
ner's Supplement, has publifhed the original 1 injunction 
of the archdeacon under which they acted. 

It is probable, too, Mr. Blomefield fays, that the 
titans rural of the diocefe of Norwich collected the Rome- 
fcot impoft for the Pope. But in the diocefe of Sarum, 
it appears, from a document preferred in the mifcella- 
asrtu* santii neous collection of records entitled Utjfsrntm Sbantti 
sienum.foi.8i. ©smunfti, in the pofieflion of the bifhop of Salisbury, 
feript. mam. that, in the days of Hubert Walter (A.D. mclxxxviii. — 
hcxciii.), the archdeacons and their officials were col- 
lectors of this tax. The church of Fichelden (now 
Figheldean), and another called Alwardbirie (now Alder- 
bury), are exempted from archidiaconal jurifdiction, fave 
in this one particular — " niji tantum de denario Sancti 
Petri;" in refpect of which, it is expreffly ordered " uf 
refpondeant archidiacono." But it was not uncommon 
for tteana rural to act as officials to archdeacons; in 
which capacity they may have been employed here as 
Rome-fcot collectors under the archdeacons. 

No. ra i. p. 99. (') " jtat&orUaie apojlolied Jmguli* archidiaconu et eorutn officials 
rbPsacra. *"" ou * comaaffe\ ** demandatd, not ojficiaii* monemu* txw rectora, vicarioi, 
et capeUanos eccleftanim ifiiu* tJttanatftfl qui denario* Beaii Petri wt- 
gere, coUtgtre, et levare tenemini, primd, fecando, et ttrttit, peremptorie 
in Mil Joripti*, qudd quilibet vejiriim quatenlu denario* hujufmodi pro 
Jut* loci* tencatur fotvere btttmo vejlro, citra praximum rapltulnm in- 
tegri perfolvatU, alioquin ecclefia* non fohentium denario* hujufmodi 
per bum/am loci ipf& authoritaU apoftclicd eedefia/Uco Juppotu canty 
nk& volumus interdicto." (" Injuncdones faciendse et legends in tayitu- 
Kfl generali liu 3 bis in anno in sxchidiaconatn Caatoarienfi celebnuidk,") 
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A Bull of Pope John XXII., addreffed (amongft ftipe- cc.ilb.ib. 
Hot prelates) to titans, art&ptftsts, and pltbans, for the ° "' p ' 
fupport of apoftolical Nuncios in' England and France 
(A.D. mcccxxvi.), empowers thofe fpiritual rulers, through 
the medium and with the fanction of the prior of Saint 
Mary Southwerke, "ad colligend. de bonis et benefices 
quibufcunque ecdtfiafticu tarn in Cantuar. provineid, quam 
Eboracen. pro Jingidis marcis Jingulos quadrantes Bzc" — 
and bids them depofit sXlfums fo collected, without dimi- 
nution, in the hands of the archbifhop of Canterbury, 
in truft for the purpofes fpecified, viz. certain arduous 
and important matters of embafiage to King Charles 
of France, and King Edward and Queen Ifabella of 
England '. 

The laft tribute I have to mention, as being gathered 
by titans ratal, is the jynodal or cathedraticum — "quod sod™. <w#. 
epifcopus per duzcefim ambitions, in honorem cathedra Jute P ' 

ab ecclefiit colligebat." It was not, however, under the 
former title, paid to the bifliop alone, though to him 
alone due of common right The archdeacon fometimes 
claimed it upon the plea of competition and prefcription. 
In the Conjiitutions of Giles de Bridport, bilhop of 
Sarum (A.D. mcclvi.), we read — " Capellani, perfona, vel cc.m.b.*ih. 
vicarii ecclejiarum debent fynodalia; fcilicet intra quin- F 
decim diet qitilibel capellanus folet dare arckidiacono xn. 
denar. ad natale Domini" When the titans of tfje tountrp 
were fubjected to archidiaconal as well as epifcopal rule, 
and were minifterial to both alike, they probably re- 
ceived tiieJynodaU of both. 

(') See a notice of tcm* reral as recover* of money collected under 
Ute Brief far Ike redemption of captive* from the Turk*, Auguft 10, 
uncus.— flppritou, Sarum Document*. 
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Of their being collectors of thefe tributary payments 
in the name and behalf of their diocefan, the proof is 
clear, from a document ftill extant, under the form of a 
commiffion from the primate, during the vacancy of the 
fee of Chichefter, authorising the rural Dean of Haltings 

Kgnnait-i <!»•. to collect them : — " Commijio facta per Malik. Cant. 

/•«rto-".m.' Ar'e'pum cacante Jede Cictftr. dilecto Jibi in Xto Thoma 
Swayrte cl'ico rectori eccl. de Farleigh Ottano tutali b«a- 
natuS de Hajiingcs ad finodalia per Beranataui/uum affig* 
nata colligend. intra fejlum S. Luca Evang. (dot. 18. Sept. 
if dlxviii.) — Again, among the duties of the SrcanaJ office 
of the diocefe of Chefter, it is noticed, in a patent of our 
SpprnWx (N°. v. Chefter Patents), as incumbent on the 
patentee — " Procurationes ratiam vifitationis tt fino- 
dalia ratione Jinodorum nojlrorum, de tempore in tempus 
debit, nomine nojlro petend. el exigend. Rccufantes verd 
procurationes kttjufmodifolvcre per legitima juris remedia 
compellend. et coercend." See alfo in the gtyprntlfx (Dio- 
cefe of Lincoln), " CommiJJio ad audiendum JRatioctnia de 
redilibits arckidiaconatus vacantia," N°. vn. 

HifiqfNvfoU:, The bran 1 of the totanrg of the city of Norwich, 
* Mr. Blomefielri informs us, deputed his sub-titan to col- 

lect the fynodalx, procurations, &c. for him ; he being 
anfwerable to the archdeacon for 16*. Jynodals every 

BlomEflold'i (') A.D. hcclxixyi. The Bean of the QMnrn of the city of Norwich 

aM***' T " "" WM committed to cuftody, on one occafion, by the itinerant juiiices, for 
exacting haWdayi toll by his *ub-bean, in too high a manner ; bat on 
bis proving that he took of every great boat that came up to the city on 
a holyday Id. ooly, and of each fmall one a halfpenny ; of every cart 
Id., and of every horfe or man laden, an halfpenny ; and of all bakers, 
butchers, and fifh mongers, that fold their commodities on a holyday, Id 
each ; and that hie predecetTors always had immemorially taken it ; be 
waa difchnrged. 
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Eafter, and as much every Michaelmas ; which he was 
to receive for him of the clergy of his trtanrp, eftimated 
at 20s. The Bean of Taverham paid to the archdeacon 
20*. at Eafter and Michaelmas ; the fynodals, due at 
each feai'on, from each church, being Gd. It feems, 
alfo, from the account of the other ratal titanrfts of Nor- 
folk, that it was the office of the titans to collect thefe voi.v«. P .an. 

VdL x. p. 308. 

and other dues from the churches of their refpective 
tttanries. 

That titans rnral did not always act honeftly in their 
vocation otjynodal collectors, may be inferred from the 
twenty-firft canon of the provincial council of Dublin 
(A.D. mcccxlvih.) — " Statuimus qttdd illi, qui trtranos ni- cc.m.b.hh. 
raits cUgunt, pro hitjujmodi tircanfs xnxalibus, Jt in officio "' r ' 
mtdeverfati fuerint, feu de perquijitis et fynodalibus loci 
dicecefano minimi fatisfecerint, pro iUis refpondeant etfat'f- 
faciant competentir , et Jt per miniftrum fuerit initiatus, 
qvdd ipfc refpondeat pro affumpto." 

The council of Augsburg (A.D. hdcx.) under Biftiop cc. g.™<™«, 
Henry a Knoringen bids titans rural to he faithful in col- 
lecting cathedratica, JirJI-fruits, and fubfidies of charity 
— " Ad r.athedraticum, primarios fructus, fublidia chari- 
tativa, et id genus alia quod attinet, tetanus cum came- 
rariofe in Mis more antiquo colligendis, f deles praftent, 
additd eliam, Jt opus fuerit, ne eccle/ia veteri fuo jure 
prioetur, arrejlatione." And nearly the fame words 
appear in an earlier council of Conftance (A.D. mdlxvii.) 
under Cardinal Sitic. See glpprnow, Continental Docu- 
ments, diocefes of Augsburg and Conftance. 

Another epifcopal tribute, denominated Pentecqftals, 
or Whitfun-fartkings (fo called from the ufual time of 
payment), was, probably, alfo collected by the titans rural, 
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though no example thereof has occurred to my notice. 
Qit>ibn;« oda They were, at firft, oblations, but grew, by degrees, into 
«p.ii. p.B7«. fixed and certain payments, from every parifli and every 
houfe in it. In fome cathedrals, Titan* and prebendaries 
are entitled to receive thefe offerings ; and in others, 
again, they are paid to the archdeacons. See Ayliffe's 
Parergon I. C. A. p. 434. 



END OF VOL. I. 



Crown CfKirt, Tempi* Bi 



agnized b» GoOgle 



Digitized by GoOgle 



Digitized by GoOgle 



Digitized by GoOgle 



Digitized by GoOgle 



Digitized by GoOgle 



Digitized by GoOgle 



Digitized by GoOgle 



Digitized by GoOgle 



